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PREFACE. 



Mt first work on the United States awaited its complex 
lion ; what I had afiSrmed before events, it was important 
to establish afterward ; the demonstration d posteriori 
was to finish what had been began by the argument d 
priori. 

Few books have passed through such an ordeal as 
has been endured by ray Uprising of a Great People. 
Whether it has stood the test well or ill, is not for me to 
say. Has the crisis which we are witnessing the char- 
acter of an uprising ? The reader will judge. 

The encouragement which has come to me firom 
America, and for which I can never show myself suflB- 
ciently grateful, has had something to do with my reso- 
lution to write this new volume.* It seems to me, as to 
those who have addressed me so many kind invitations, 



* I owe thanks to those persons from whom I have been continiially 
in the receipt of mfonnation of all kinds. I have been particularly grati- 
fied with the collection of official documents which the Secretary of 
State, Mr. Seward, has had the kindness to send me. 
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lltti iW tin» ki» c«Me t«> traH the qaestion in tbe Ea- 
ivfiAtti poifti of Tiev; It is St tbe momait irhen the issue 
of tki^ vNWfict » still «K«ftaai that h is important to set 
lovth tki^ practpIiK vUdi h osiTvihres; bter, whether sno- 
emsful or dbsfe$lnMfes the &ei ak»e wiD s^^eir, the right 
will W fi^rgott^fk 

Thank God! tbe tnithofthestndT which I paUish does 
nol depend on eTents; it does not pbeeme imder the ne- 
ceesitj of beiDgrightinesiseofsiiccesSy and wrong in case 
of disaster. Throng chaining thiogs^ I seek that which 
will endure. Hj theories wiQ subsist, whatever may be 
the result of the campsugn in Virginia and Tennessee. 

Woe to us when we make up our mind to suit the 
calculation of probabilities, when we ask, ^^ Which will 
prevail?** instead of asking, "Which is right? " It does 
not depend on us to succeed, but to obey. " Do what 
thou ought,** is the true maxim; I know none more 
luminous, either in politics or elsewhere. And mark 
that obedience to duty is the highway to success ; our 
principles, in fine, are tbe best guardians of our interests. 

I have always liked the method which, in the entan- 
gled afiairs of earth, puts aside what is accidental to cling 
to what is substantial and durable^ which evolves noth- 
ing but what is true in itself and must remain true^ 
whatever may be said, may be done, or may happen. 

When, to-day, after a long and suffering year,* I cast 

^ * To-dtj, the 4th of March, as I finiah this volume and put it to 
press, a year has Just been completed since Mr, Lincoln took possession 
ofthePieaidencj. 
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my eyes backward, I see the soil strewn with prophe- 
cies ; those foretelling easy triumphs have fallen by the 
side of those foretelling irreparable defeats. Able men 
have not ceased to tell us, '^ All is lost,'* until the precise 
moment when with the same assurance (and the same 
infallibility) they have begun to say to us, " All is saved I'* 
I wrote my first pages to the sound of death warrants 
pronounced universally agmst the United States; I have 
just written the last to the sound of the acclamations of 
those who think that the United States will soon be out 
of the af^, and that there will be nothing difficult left 
for them to accomplish. 

Convinced that the troubled sea is not calmed in an 
hour ; knowing, too, that external triumph is of no value if 
it be not also triumphant in the region of ideas, I have 
not hesitated to continue my work. For ourselves, as 
well as for America, it is important to dissipate certain 
errors which have too long prevailed in Europe, and 
which, we may say, still prevail there. Let no one deceive 
himself; the thought of meddling in the American quar- 
rel is by no means so fully abandoned as it seems ; if de- 
cisive successes be long in coming, if the sufferings of our 
manufactures become aggravated, if the Mexican expedi- 
tion produce irritation, the peril will be grave anew. 
There are more men in Europe than are imagined who 
at heart desire the weakening and parcelling out of the 
United States, and who would not fear, should opportu- 
nity offer, to encourage the resistance of the South, and 
contribute to the prolongation of the civil war by mani- 



Vi PBEFACB. 

festing the conviction that the separation (that is, the 
Southern programme) must necessarily prevail. How 
combat these always persistent and menacmg errors? 
By enlightening minds, by treatmg of questions little un- 
derstood, by recalling imperfectly known facts. Public 
opinion is our force ; it has sufficed, it will suffice. 

We have vast interests in America; the American 
crisis has aspects which have not been sufficiently re- 
marked ; it aflTects us everywhere, through the United 
States and through Mexico, through present and future 
complications. The question is not only to sound there 
those destinies of democracy which have fixed the atten- 
tion of our political philosophers since De Tocqueville ; 
other problems no less grave are implicated in the discus- 
sion. I have endeavored to examine them on the way. 

Whether the United States prevail decidedly, or suffer 
new reverses, whether Europe repudiate irrevocably the 
tendencies which had so nearly won her over, or again 
experience in a few months the temptation to intervene, 
it will be by no means useless for us to take account of 
the faults of the past, which may be, let us beware! the 
dangers of the future. 

I have twice undertaken this work. On learning of 
the IVerU af^r, I threw my MS. in the fire ; I have since 
recommenced it with firmer assurance. Have we not seen 
with our own eyes the power that is at our disposal ? At 
the first cry of alarm uttered by the public conscience, 
have not evil passions and lying interests recoiled ? Cour- 
age ! they will again recoil. In proportion as the char- 
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acter of the American struggle is better manifested, the 
sympathies of the Old World will be better called forth. 

I think with Seneca that ^^ it is not the storm but the 
nausea that wearies us.'* What wearied us in America 
was the spectacle of ignoble discussions, the progressive 
debasement of a people tossmg about without advancing. 
But since it has advanced, even in the midst of the hurri- 
cane, our moral lassitude has ceased. 

America will escape the storms which have assailed it. 
It has been granted me to encourage it at the dark hour 
of peril and abandonment ; should it be granted me now 
to win its welcome to counsels offered by a sincere friend, 
I should consider this second privilege still more precious 
than the first. 



Ac RiTAOK, March 4, 1862. 
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PART FIRST. 
EUROPE AND THE AMERICAN CRISIS. 



CHAPTER I 

THB ATTITUDE OF EUROPE. 

When, last March, I pointed out without hesitation to 
the sympathies of men of heart, the uprising of a great 
people, I was not yielding to the absurd fency of pro- 
pounding a paradox, but obeying the need of proclaim- 
ing a great and serious truth ; of proclaiming it at the 
very hour when it was about to be almost universally 
misunderstood. The lovers of paradoxes seldom seek 
after negro emancipation ; to maintain that slavery has 
its good sides, to take in hand the cause of the South, 
to chafe at the common places of philanthropists and 
Christians, makes a fine show — all the piquant theories 
are found on this side. 

When, later, I published the second edition of my 
book, the time seemed ill-chosen to persevere in my op- 
timism. There had ceased to be but one opinion on the 
desperate condition of the United States. Their armies 
had been defeated, their capital was menaced ; we heard 
of nothing but the lack of discipline of the troops, the in- 
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capacity of the Government, and the waste of the public 
funds ; riots were predicted in the large cities ; the ques- 
tion of slavery seemed ready to shatter in a thousand 
pieces the momentary unanimity of the North; lastly, 
winter was approaching, we were about to enter upon 
those terrible six months, from December to June, which 
had always been designated as destined to bring some 
sort of a European intervention in favor of the South. 
I had then to ask myself whether my first thought had 
not been an illusion, and whether events had not given 
me the lie. It was the time to beat a prudent retreat, or 
at least to confess that the unexpected turn of the crisis 
had weakened my hopes. But the fact was that my hopes 
were not weakened ; aside from Europe, where the man- 
ufacturing interest was beginning to clamor loudly, and a 
storm was visibly forming, no legitimate cause of dis- 
couragement presented itself to my mind. I have the 
weakness to believe in the final success of good causes, in 
spite of their passing decay. I know of something here 
below that is stronger than armies. I know of Some One 
on high whose blessing signifies more than the sympathies 
of great powers. Such was the reason of my obstinacy, 
which was inscribed in most unequivocal terms in the pre- 
fiice to the new edition. After proving that Europe had 
become the only serious danger to America, I concluded 
in this wise : " For the present, I have only sought to re- 
peat with a strengthened conviction, what I said a few 
months ago ; then I believed in the uprising of a great 
people, now I am sure of it." 

If I refer to these precedents, it is not because I take 
delight in speaking of myself; on the contrary, I abhor it, 
and hope never to revert to the subject ; neither is it 
because I pretend to set myself up as a prophet, but be- 
cause of the importance of establishing the fundamental 
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theoiy which I advocate as a deliberate opinion, adopt, 
ed after mature reflection, and maintained before and 
after the occurrence of events. 

t)f the two great crises which the uprising of the 
United States had to encounter in the beginning, 
one, the American crisis, is already left behind; its 
greatest difficulties are surmounted, as I shall have no 
trouble to prove. The other, the European crisis, is 
not yet at an end ; &r from it, although the incidents of 
the Trent, which was near destroying every thing, may 
have furnished the means of safety by casting a sudden 
and beneficent light upon the dangerous complicated 
positions caused by misunderstandings. 

It is, therefore, most of all in Europe, and for Europe, 
that the American question should be studied to-day. 
Europe has just made a sad campaign. We had thought 
ourselves justified in saying, without exaggerating its 
chiTalrous sentiments, that the cause of the South would 
excite in it a hearty indignation ; that this rebellion 
m favor of slavery would meet naught but anathemas 
among us ; that the nineteenth century would not suffer 
this single occasion to be lost of seconding otherwise than 
hy words the most glorious work of modem times. We 
were mistaken ; the narrow policy too often prevails over 
the broad. Instead of entering frankly into the path of 
large sympathies, instead of encouraging, instead of be- 
lieving in good, which is one of the surest means of doing 
it, Europe has chosen rather to be suspicious, to find 
fimlt, to recall old grievances, to gather up new com- 
plaints, to treat, in fine, as an enemy or a suspected power, 
this youthful Government, sprung from a generous reac- 
tion against injustice, and charged with pursuing its re^ 
dressal. It was first necessary to love it, in order to 
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counsel it, and to aid it to become better. Supported by 
us, it would have proceeded without hindrance to its end ; 
not to immediate abolition, as has been pretended, but to 
certain abolition, through the growing preponderance of 
the North, through the abrogation of odious laws, 
through the inevitable and progressive suppression of 
slavery, confined within a continually narrowing circle. 
On the day that it was decided that it should no longer 
increase, slavery would have begun to die, yet it would 
not have died a death of violence — gently, tranquilly, 
by pacific and Christian means, the redoubtable problem 
would have been resolved, for the common safety of the 
Korth and the South, the whites and the blacks. 

We did not desire this. To desire it would have 
been to quit the beaten track and depart from the pre- 
cepts of false policy, A most impolitic policy in any 
case ; for, to speak only of our material interests, it has 
endowed us with the civil war which is desolating Amer- 
ica, ruining the cotton production, and calling forth 
sufferings in our Old World which will go on increasing. 
If the South had known in advance that it could not 
count on us, it is not probable that it would have attempt- 
ed an insurrection. At all events, this would not have 
been of long duration. It deludes itself less than people 
imagine ; it knows the strength ot the national Govern- 
ment, and is not ignorant that resources will ere long be 
lacking to the insurrectional government at Richmond. 
Even its victories have never given it the audacity, to 
take a single step in advance — its plan is to secure timo 
for Europe to intervene. Europe needs its cotton, 
Europe is at its mercy, Europe is about to aid and recog- 
nize it, Europe will seize on the first pretext that offers ; 
she will break the blockade and impose peace. Take away 
these convictions from the South and you will cause the 
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weapons to fill from their hands. Sappose Europe, for a 
moment, not to exist, and America to be a duelling ground 
in which no one can interfere, and you can no longer 
imagine possible a continuance of the struggle. 

Four months will suffice for the reduction of the 
South, from the day that it shall have ceased to count on 
Europe. It is said that Mr. Seward has more than once 
expressed this conviction. I believe it to be well found- 
ed, as well founded as that noble complaint in the last 
message of Mr. Lincoln: "Every nation distracted by 
civil war must expect to be treated without consideration 
by foreign powers." 

What is it, then, that has gone wrong among us ? 
Simply that we have been lacking in youth of heart. In- 
stead of asking on which side were justice and liberty, 
we have hastened to ask on which side were our inter- 
ests, then too on which side were the best chances of 
success. It seemed to us that this rebellion without a 
pretext was not without a future. From this we had not 
to go far to find in it some appearance of right. And 
thus it is that, afler having protested for the acquittal of 
our conscience against the " crime of slavery," after hav- 
ing declared (the thing is granted) that slavery is de- 
tested by those who, moroever, never fail to serve it, we 
have refused to the gefierous impulse of the North that 
spontaneous, cordial, and, as it were, naive support which 
would have decided all questions on the spot. 

I have long been acquainted with those declamations 
against slavery which never end in any manly action, and 
I know them for what they are worth. The orators who 
labored to maintain slavery in our colonies, all com- 
menced by an almost abolition profession of faith ; and 
later still, at the time of the importation of free negroes 
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from the coast of Africa, which was finally ended by the 
letter of the emperor, the writers who advocated the 
measare scarcely ever failed to begin by stigmatizing the 
slave trade. Was this hypocrisy ? No. The absence 
of strong convictions suffices for its explanation. Men 
would be glad for slavery to disappear ; they hope that 
it will disappear ; it will do so by itself if no one meddles 
with it. It is by such reasoning that interests constantly 
gain the victory over principles. 

Now, interests always stand in the way of principles ; 
the question is to override them. God wishes progress 
to cost us something. It is true that it wDl some 
day bring back much more than it has cost ; but in the 
mean time it has its costs, and we are forced to begin 
with the sacrifice. Were it otherwise, duty would be too 
easy. 

Here, the sacrifice to be made is more apparent than 
real. No matter, the appearance is enough, as the move- 
ments of our manufacturing towns have proved for some 
months past. In France, as in England, have there not 
been moments when they have taken the rebellion of the 
South under their protection ? Have they not urged the 
recognition of the South ? Have they not demanded the 
suppression of the blockade ? 

In France, as in England, public opinion has bent more 
or less to the same side. There have been noble excep- 
tions, I know, and they are becoming less rare ; never- 
theless,, taking facts as a whole, we are forced to admit 
that the government of Mr. Lincoln has not met the 
sympathetic support among us on which it seemed to have 
a right to count. 

I must seek with care for the causes of this coldness. 
By the side of interests imperfectly understood, we find 
errors systematically propagated, which have succeeded 



THB ATTITUDE OF EUROPE. ) 

in gainiDg acceptance in Europe, and which it is high time 
to refute. Have we not been persuaded, or very nearly 
so, that slavery had nothing to do with the quarrel of the 
North and South ? Have we not been made to believe 
that the South, in seceding, availed itself of its right? 
Has not the impossibility of conquering the South been 
raised to the rank of an axiom ? Has not that been de- 
termined on the spot in the name of Europe, which Amer- 
ica alone is in the position to decide ; namely, that the 
South, even though conquered, cannot be brought back to 
the Union? 

I do not misunderstand, as will be presently seen, the 
complex character of this last question. Neither do I 
misunderstand the importance of the interests which rest 
upon the policy of governments. Do those who speak in 
ironical terms of calico and cotton forget that behind cot- 
ton are men, women, and children — ^miseries already great, 
and which will go on increasing ? Do they comprehend 
the significance of the words— deficiency of raw material, 
restriction of markets, stoppage of manufactories, dis- 
charge of workmen, diminution of wages ? As for me, 
I hope that the feeling of the rights of the negro will 
never make me close my eyes to the sufierings of the 
white man. These sufferings, I may say, have not ceased 
to weigh for a year past upon my saddened imagination, 
and not the least evil, in my eyes, of the attitude adopted 
hy Europe, is that of having prolonged the manufacturing 
and commercial crisis by avoiding to discourage the re- 
bellion. 

One would have said that Europe leaped with joy at 
the thought of rending the United States in twain. From 
the first moment, she seemed to cling to this idea and to 
be unwilling to renounce it. That the scheme may per- 
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haps be realized, I have no wish to deny. Men who fear a 
republic of a hundred million men may be tranquil ; what- 
ever is too large must necessarily fall apart. Those who 
fear that a portion of the country may be maintained in the 
Union by force alone may reassure themselves ; a territory 
representing in surface one-half of the United States will 
not be kept garrisoned ; if the Southern people really wish 
to separate, their wishes, expressed in a legitimate man- 
ner, wUl not fail to prevail, and this for the excellent rea- 
son that no person in the world would succeed in oppos« 
ing them. But these are not the questions which the 
present crisis has put to us Europeans. When a friendly 
government, attacked against all right, attacked in the 
name of an odious principle, fulfils the simplest of its du- 
ties in suppressing the revolt, the only question raised is 
this : " Shall right prevail over injustice, and liberty over 
slavery ? " Later, I repeat, after the suppression of the 
reign of terror which rules in a portion of the South, it 
will be time for free America to examine whether the 
tendencies which prevail in some of the States do not 
constitute, in default of a right, a sort of political neces- 
sity to which political wisdom should know how to sub- 
mit. 

For my part, I have no opinion to give ; although 
I have followed the progress of ideas and facts, in the 
South as in the North, with all the attention of which I 
am capable, I -cannot say in what measure the wish to set 
itself apart will subsist in the future, when the South shall 
have laid do^vn its arms ; when it shall know that Europe 
detests its flag ; when it shall have learned to comprehend 
that the ruin of its cultures, begun by war, will be com- 
pleted by isolation ; when it shall have likewise learned to 
comprehend that its slavery cannot long survive in any 
case ; when it shall have again beheld the ancient nation- 
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al colors, the Stars and Stripes ; when it shall have found 
itself again in contact with brothers in country, religion, 
and blood ; when it shall have been called to resume its 
place and part in those institutions which are an instru- 
ment of union because they are an instrument of equality, 
in those institutions which neither recognize nor create 
any but citizens, and which know no subjects, so that the 
yanquished of yesterday finds himself the equal of his 
victor. 

As things stand now, to settle the question of separa- 
tion as has been done, needs either a clairvoyance which 
I do not possess, a rare indifference with respect to sla- 
very, or a hatred of America which seizes on the first oc- 
casion to satisfy its longings. There are some minds, en- 
lightened in all else, upon which America produces the 
effect of a nightmare ; they ask to be rid of it at any 
price; what wounds them in it is nof only the real and 
serious evil which appears therein under various forms, 
but also, and perhaps chiefly, the good, the brilliant, the 
superior sides of the United States — that energetic Chris- 
tianity, those self-sustaining churches, that absence of ad- 
ministrative tutelage and centralization, that individual 
liberty, those small armies and small expenditures (I 
speak of the American ideal, changed for the moment, 
but which will, I hope, soon return) which are the aston- 
isbment and sometimes the scandal of the Old World. 

The fact is that from the first instant we decided m- 
stinctively, and in some sort authoritatively, that the sep- 
aration was definitive, that the South would attain its end, 
and that there must be henceforth two rival republics. 
This decree rendered in Europe, can alone explain the 
constant misunderstanding which has existed during a 
whole year between us and America. On taking it into 
account, every thing becomes clear — our obstinate refusal 
1* 
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to believe in the moral character of the struggle, our 
haste to admit the superiority of the South, our incredu- 
lity with respect to the success or the resources of the 
North, our impatience at a war which we deemed useless, 
our injustice toward Mr. Lincoln's government, our dis- 
position to see belligerents where there were only rebels, 
to transform our position as fnendly into that of neutral 
powers, and to seek occasion in an incident like that of 
the Trent, or in the practical difficulties of the blockade, 
to end the crisis and officially recognize the new Confed- 
eracy. In the face of such a tendency, (and on looking at 
the general outlines of our conduct in America I do not 
see how it can be contested,) no one can be surprised 
either at the claims or complaints with which the diplo- 
matic correspondence of the cabinet at Washington is 
filled, or at what is called the spleen of Mr, Seward. 
One might be sad for less cause. To meet in its path 
a decision of this kind at the very moment when it 
counted on the warmest sympathies, when it was put- 
ting its hand to one of the most difficult and most glo- 
rious works that it was possible for a people to under- 
take, the reaction against the democratic party and the 
extension of slavery, to see its friends transformed at 
once into neutrals, and the rebellion of a day pass at a 
bound into the rank of governments de facto — ^we must 
admit that this was sufficient to sadden a nation. 

Europe commenced by discouraging Mr. Lincoln when, 
after the attack on Fort Sumter, he took the resolution 
to suppress the rebellion. One might have said that he 
was almost wanting in his duty in replying with bullets 
to the bullets fired at the national fiag. 

Then, the war once begun, we predicted the rapid 
and decisive success of the insurrection. The ministers 
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of Mr. Bncbanan bad arranged matters so well that the 
national goyemment had neither army nor money, whilst 
the government at Montgomery lacked for nothmg. The 
capital was exposed, Baltimore was in insurrection, Vir- 
ginia and Maryland were ready to facilitate the progress 
of the rebels. It was foretold that the af^ would be 
ended in a few days. The master of Washington, Jef> 
ferson Davis would be in a position to dictate terms, 
which would be no other than the final separation of the 
Korth and South. Proposed in this wise, it would be 
accepted by Mr. Lincoln, and ratified by Europe — ^happy 
to recognize the new Confederacy and prevent a crisis 
direful to the whole world. 

Nevertheless, afiairs changed face. In spite of our 
prophecies, Jefierson Davis did not take possession of the 
capitaL The patriotism of the North silenced its divi- 
rions ; unanimous, energetic, it recoiled before no sacri- 
fice ; in a few days it improvised its first volunteer regi- 
ments ; ^ch family gave a child ; astonished Maryland saw 
herself invaded by the North instead of the South ; Bal- 
timore endeavored vainly to block up the way ; the capi- 
tal was saved, and the champions of slavery lost one of 
their chances of success — that given it by the surprise of 
the beginning, the momentary superiority of the South, 
and the extreme embarrassment of a government which 
combined treasons in advance had delivered disarmed in- 
to the hands of its enemies. Since then, the South has 
lost other chances, but this was assuredly the best of all. 
It was an hour for victory which will never again be 
found ; it seemed to re-appear after the battle of Bull 
Run, but was turned to no better account ; it is improb- 
able that it will ever return. 

The question was to maintain the confidence of the 
rebels. Daring no longer to affirm their approaching 
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trinmph, they confined themselves to affirming their in- 
vincibility. They renounced the pretension of dictating 
terms to the North, but defied the North to dictate 
terms to them. It was to be, as it were, an endless game 
of chess, without either winners or losers. Now, as such 
games cannot be played without injary to the' whole 
world, why should not Europe determine to put an end 
to it, both for its own interest and for that of America ? 
Thenceforth, the idea of European intervention gained 
credit, and gave certainty to the rmgleaders at Mont- 
gomery that, sooner or later, provided they succeeded 
in maintaining themselves, they would see decisive aid 
come to them &om across the seas. Mediation was 
talked of, reoognition was talked of, indignation was ex- 
cited against Mr. Lincohi's government for rabidly at- 
tempting impossibilities. 

How oflen has it been demonstrated to us that the 
South could never be conquered, much less subjugated 
and brought back into the Union! The South was unan- 
imous, the North was divided ! The South was ruled by 
men of genius, the destinies of the North were confided 
to incapable hands I The slave labor was secure, riots of 
workmen thrown out of employment were about to break 
out in New York and Philadelphia I The army of Beau- 
regard was admirable ; on the other side of the Potomac, 
there was nothing but lack of discipline, cowardice, and 
impotence, and enlistments would soon become impracti- 
cable 1 a&.nd the constant conclusion of this veracious in- 
formation was t!iis : The inaction of Europe is about to 
cease, France and England will accomplish the duty im- 
posed on them by the necessities of their manufactures 
and commerce, and will break the blockade, while await- 
ing the fitting time to proclaim recognition. 

I do not accuse European governments of having held 
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or authorized this language ; many projects are doubtless 
attributed to them of which they are innocent. I accuse 
ourselves, the people of the Old World, who, for lack of 
enthusiasm, have £uled to impose silence on evil designs. 
In the face of the unanimous manifestation of our sym- 
pathies for the North, the tendencies which I point out 
would not have dared show themselves, or at all events 
would not have acquired the extended influence which 
they now possess ; there would not have been so many 
voices to say to the champions of slavery: "Stand firm, 
we are about to come to your aid. Stand firm, give us 
time to triumph over a few old prejudices by which 
we are still hampered. Stand firm, \\\ will elude the 
blockade. Stand firm, we vrill demand cotton. Stand 
firm, we will impose our mediation. Stand firm, we will 
not let you be crushed; we will not suffer you to be 
brought back into the Union ; i^ any favorable incident 
offers, we will avail ourselves of it to interfere in your 
af&irs, to recognize your independence, and to impose 
peace on your enemies." 

This is not the language of a few men, a few intriguers 
in the pay of the South ; it is, I confess with grief and hu- 
miliation, a sort of public opinion that has taken form 
among us, if not in favor of the South, (I do not wish to 
exaggerate,) at least in favor of the success of its plans. 
There are many honorable men who second the move- 
ment without measuring its scope ; the question with 
them is only to put an end in one way or another to a 
bloody and ruinous war. Perhaps they have arrived at 
the conviction, which may seem indeed tenable, that the 
separation is at present a fact to be accepted by wisdom 
and political moderation, after having shown that it is by 
no means admitted as a right. They do not see that such 
questions should be resolved in America and nowhere 
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else ; that to impose the separation in the name of Europe 
is to sanction it on the score of right, to cast aside princi- 
ples, to say to interests, " Reign alone ! " This rebellion 
has not even the merit of being a successful one, since it 
has won no decisive victory, and the real struggle has 
scarcely commenced. This rebellion has no other claim 
to favor, than the audacity with which, in the midst of 
the nipeteenth century, it has inscribed the motto of sla- 
very upon its banner. This rebellion has boasted that it 
would force us to an adjustment, and compel us, willing 
or unwilling, to range ourselves on the side of the cotton 
merchants and slave dealers. Now, what it proposed, it 
executes, and what it hoped for, it obtains. Docile Europe 
comes to its aid at the proper time ; we demonstrate to 
ourselves that it is right, and not content with believing 
so ourselves, find it quite natural to ask Mr. Lincoln to 
think so likewise. Is not this, step by step, what is pass- 
ing before our eyes ? 

I hope that we shall not continue to the end. I hope 
this above all, let me repeat again, since the afi^ir of the 
TVentj which, in bringing us to the brink of the abyss, 
forced us to measure its depth. On seeing herself so near 
to drawing the sword for slavery, Europe could not help 
shrinking back in consternation. She comprehended that 
terrible wars might lurk behind this great love of peace, 
and that, in attempting to put an end to the quarrels 
of the United States, we run the risk of kindling in the 
present, or laying up for the future, unnatural quarrels be- 
tween the United States and ourselves. Slumbering sym- 
pathies began finally to awaken. Christians and Abolition- 
ists saw the path into which they were to be forced with- 
out their knowledge. It may be, therefore, that after 
having had victory almost within reach on the day of 
the arrest of Mason and Slidell, the partisans of South- 
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em recognition will henceforth find themselves thrown &r 
back from the end which thej are seeking to attain. 

Let as beware, notwithstanding ; thej still have great 
bfluence, of which I ask no other proof than the aston- 
ishment, I might say scandal, excited among ns, on hear- 
ing the Southerners called rebels. We, Frenchmen and 
Englbhmen, who have never hesitated to qualifj an insur- 
rection in Ireland or La Vendee, much more in Algeria 
or Lidia, as a rebellion, suddenly change our principles 
when Americans are in question. 

We have invented for their use a complete political 
tiieory, the first article of which is liberty of dismember- 
ment. At the very moment when this friendly people, in 
the plenitude of its right, declared that it would admit 
of no separation, we almost decided that it was at once 
legitimate in itself, necessary to Europe, and beyond the 
possibility of suppression. To foresee events, is in part to 
create them ; and nothing has better aided the South, than 
the prediction of its final triumph. 

Li other terms, we have until recently conceded every 
thing to the South — fact and right. This is what we 
have called taking sides with no one ! If I belonged to 
the South, I should ask nothing more, well knowing re- 
cognition and intervention to be the inevitable conclusion 
of these premises, which we must necessarily soon reach, 
if we go on in the same way. Who would have believed, 
on the day when the banner of Charleston was unfurled 
for slavery, and when the indignation of the Old World 
burst forth on every side — who would have said, that at 
the end of a few months we would come to admit all the 
theses of the South, without excepting a single one — the 
legality of its secession, its immediate transformation from 
a rebel into a belligerent, our moral neutrality between 
the United States and the insurgents, the forgetfulness. 
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of the infamous cause defended by the latter, the convic- 
tion of their final success, the condemnation of the repres- 
sive measures directed against them, beginning with the 
blockade intended for their reduction ? From the moment 
that we began to wish for the separation, we aided it — ^that is 
certain. Shall our assistance become effective and direct ? 
Shall we leap over the interval which still separates us 
from official recognition and intervention ? This depends 
on the movement of public opinion which the a&ir of the 
IVent has just called forth. If it acquire the proportions 
of a true moral awakening, if the opposition which Lord 
Palmerston and the Morning Post have just encountered 
in their path spread more and more, if the partj in sym- 
pathy with the United States and liberty complete its 
uprising, the old traditions of hatred inherited from George 
III. and Chatham, must resign themselves to return to 
the shades. 

. However this mSy be, it is evident that the real centre 
of the American question is to be found now in Europe : 
it is at Paris and London, not at Washington and Rich- 
mond, that the essential resolutions are taken on which de- 
pend the future of the United States. This is a serious 
reason that we should watch over ourselves, for our 
responsibility here is immense. I shudder when I think 
with what lightness we amuse ourselves by carving up 
America. There will be two Confederacies, or rather 
three— that of the North, the South, and the West! 
Such are the speeches that we carelessly throw out ! How 
do we know that our witticisms may not become weapons 
in the hands of the champions of slavery — in the hands of 
the enemies of all the causes that we hold most dear ! 

It will be found at a given time that, to discourage 
good and encourage evil, a great political crime will be 
attempted ; the idea of an impious war with the United 



THE ATTrrUDE OP KUEOPE. 1*1 

States, a war made to add to their generous sufferings, f\ 
war in which Europe risks appearing supported by the 
friends of slavery, will gain acceptance. The first ener- 
getic act of the Old World, its first message to the New, 
will be an ultimatum. Such is the support which we 
will lend it at the darkest, the most glorious hour of its 
history, and Europe will be the sender of this message. 

Europe. My readers will understand why I have 
adopted this collective term. There has been a European 
policy in opposition to that of America. Despite the dif- 
ferences which have sometimes succeeded in gaining 
ground between our policy, for instance, and that of 
England, unity has always triumphed, and the two gov- 
ernments have continued to go on together. As to the 
other powers, if we except Russia, which has adopted an 
independent and sympathetic course toward the United 
States, they have hitherto appeared to consider England 
and France as their natural representatives in this crisis. 
England, upon the whole, has had the chief part and the 
chief responsibility ; through the ties of every kind which 
unite her to America, through the importance of her navy, 
through *her enormous consumption of American cotton, 
and still more, perhaps, through the special competency 
conferred upon her by the services which she has rendered 
to the emancipation of the negroes, she was evidently 
more deeply interested and implicated in the conflict of the 
Korth and South than any other nation. Her resolutions 
should have and have had a preponderating influence. 
It will be proper, consequently, to examine them more 
closely, and to this duty I devote the second part of my 
work. 

Meanwhile, I take a more general standpoint, which 
is also true. In speaking of Europe, ^vdlhout particular- 
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izing France and England, I gain the advantage of ward- 
ing off manj complicated and actnallj insoluble questions. 
I need no longer ask whether it has been England or 
France that has sought to ensure the triumph of a system 
haying the recognition of the South for its end, and the 
inefficiency of the blockade for its means. We accuse the 
English, the English accuse us in turn. In default of o^ 
ficial documents, it is impossible to decide* with certainty 
which is right. I prefer to believe, till proofs are furnish- 
ed to the contrary, that neither is right. It seems to me 
more probable that public opinion has had a great share 
in the evil with which governments are unjustly charged. 
The real criminals, once again, are ourselves, the whole 
world, European ideas, which, instead of openly taking the 
part of the North, have let themselves be persuaded to 
adopt the theories of Charleston, and to proclaim the se- 
cession of the Slave States as lawful, beneficial, and final 



CHAPTER IL 

WHAT OUGHT TO HATE BEEN THE ATTITUDB OF SlIBOFEL 

" It is well to distrust first impulses.'' This motto of 
Prince Talleyrand seems to have been our watchword 
daring the past year. The first impulse of Europe was 
warmly in fiivor of the North ; its right, at least, was 
doubted by no one. We could not comprehend the new 
greatness which was promised it, but thought rather of 
the sufferings of the crisis in which the uprising must 
end ; but that the cause of the North was just, that the 
election of Mr. Lincoln was a great national act, that the 
human conscience was relieved of a weight that had op- 
pressed it, that iniquity was struck with death, we did 
not then dream of contesting. Since that time, we have 
distrusted ourselves ; able men have taken it upon them- 
selves to instruct us ; our convictions have become modi- 
fied by degrees, and we have repented of our first inno- 
nence. 

I have retained my first impressions, I admit, during 
the past year. When efforts have been made to move 
my feelings toward the South, the so-called weak engaged 
in a struggle with the strong, I have remembered other 
weaker beings, its slaves, and my compassion has refused 
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to change place. It has seemed to me that a free country, 
which, by the mere energy of its institutions, opposes in- 
superable barriers to the extension of slavery, and boldly 
undertakes the solution of a problem before which so 
many others have recoiled, is a country deserving some 
esteem and respect. These men of the dollar who un- 
hesitatingly provoke a foretold and certain crisis which 
may swallow up their fortunes, who accept without a 
murmur the immediate loss of debts to the value of a 
million of dollars in the South — these men, these mer- 
chants if you will, do not appear to me altogether desti- 
tute of nobility. 

Let us now see, the study is worth the pains, whether 
the frank policy dictated by our first impulse would not 
have been as good as the would-be able policy of which 
the world is beginning to reap the fruits. 

Europe would have simply manifested its sympathies. 
The American Union, a friendly power, would have be- 
come still more friendly at the instant of its courageous 
reaction against the crime which has sullied its history 
and debased its institutions. Far from seeking a quarrel 
with it or treating it with coldness, we would have en- 
couraged it by all means. We would not have invented 
in behalf of the champions of slavery, a theory which in 
some sort from the beginning elevated the rebels to the 
character of belligerents. Without interfering effectively 
in the struggle, we would not have gone out of our way 
to seek for ourselves the false, strange, and complicated 
position of neutrals when we had naturally that of allies. 
As to the questions which might present themselves in 
the future, supposing that, by a series of decisive victories, 
the South should succeed in conquering a place among 
the governments de facto^ we should have experienced 
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no need of providing for such an hypothesis in advance, 
bat would have contented onrselves with declaring that a 
repabiicofScially foonded on " the corner-stone of slavery,*' 
was sore at all events of obtaining no favor. 

How would Europe have offended against internation- 
al laws if her governments had expressed themselves in 
the following manner ? 

— " We know no president but the one regularly elect- 
ed. There is to us but a single rightful government in 
America, that which has its seat at Washington. As to 
the South, we await the final issue of its armed struggle, 
and the consolidation of its government de facto,'*^ 

Certainly, by holding such language, the insurrection 
would have been weakened and many misfortunes pre- 
Tented, without in any wise lessening the significance of 
the internal impulse of the TJnited States. To meet im- 
portant questions face to face is at once loyal, sympathetic, 
and generous, and' best fitted to resolve them. What 
would Jefferson Davis and his friends have done, had 
they known, known beyond the possibility of mistake, 
that they could not count on Europe ? Would they not 
have renounced their designs ? Would they have long pur- 
sued them ? No war at all, or a very short one — ^such is 
the result that would have been at once obtained by sim- 
ply abstaining from granting the South an exceptional fa- 
vor which seemed to promise it many others. 

At the same time, the North would have been strength- 
ened in the noble cause which it had just entered ; a cur- 
rent of warm sympathy would have been established be- 
tween it and us ; the combat against slavery would have 
preserved the character of a pacific and Christian strug- 
gle, instead of assuming perhaps in the end, that of a 
warlike act and violent proceeding; slowly, doubtless, 
but surely, the progress marked by the election of Mr. 
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Lincoln would have been completed by legal ways : to- 
day, the non-extension of slavery ; tomorrow, its aboli- 
tion, with indenmity, in those States best prepared for 
freedom ; by-and-by, complete measures, rendered con- 
stitutionally possible by the increasing majority of the ad- 
versaries of the " institution." 

Those who have taken into account the nameless ca- 
lamities which negro insurrections may comprise, will not 
hesitate to prefer the less rapid method which would have 
prevailed, according to all appearances, if Europe had 
not encouraged the South. There would have been ca- 
lamities of another kind, proposed compoundings, at- 
tempts at compromise ; but the power of principles is 
great, and the impulse which produced the election of 
Mr. Lincoln is not of those that move backward. The 
death of slavery is written therein in shining characters 
which deceive no one, either in the South or the North, 
America or Europe. Suppose that Mr. Lincoln had shown 
himself weak, and that the compromises had been shame* 
ful, it is none the less certain, that, before the end of his 
four years of administration, the question would have 
made decisive progress. No more territories abandoned 
to slavery, no more conquests for slavery, no more new 
States affliated with the party of slavery ; by the force 
of events, by the action of public opinion, the good 
cause would have marched onward, sweeping before it 
all the impotent barriers which had been placed in its 
path. 

Instead of this, we have had a civil war which will be- 
come a war of emancipation, (there are moments when 
certain causes rule so absolutely that every thing serves 
them, war as well as peace, defeats as well as victories, 
obstacles as well as means,) a civil war which is in danger 
of precipitating the progress of the reformatory move* 
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xnent beyond measure, of affranchising more speedily and 
more harmfully those slaves whose definitiye affranchise- 
ment was no longer in question, This civil war, in being 
prolonged, runs the risk of ruining both South and North, 
and Europe into the bargain ; perhaps it will substitute 
servile insurrection for the transformation prudently 
effected by legislative means ; perhaps it will substitute 
the remediless destruction of the cotton culture for the 
pacific introduction of free labor. In any case, when 
ended, it will leave behind it a sad inheritance of bitter 
smd hostile memories, arising between America and Eu- 
rope, and unceasingly threatening to engender foreign 
wars in the sequel of intestinal conflicts. May God pre- 
serve U8 from such a misfortune I The shudder which 
ran through the whole world, but the other day, when a 
messenger of Queen Victoria crossed the ocean bearing a 
despatch for Lord Lyons, will not soon be forgotten. We 
had taken the wrong road ; will we have energy enough 
now to adopt a better course ? Will we form a public 
opinion in Europe capable of enforcing its commands ? 
The answer to this question does not alone include the 
future of America, it also contains our own ; according 
as we shall have aided or disserved the great American 
people in the dark hour of its distress, we shall have in it 
a friend or an adversary when it shall have accomplished, 
either with us or despite us, the work of its uprising. 

It is now, it is during this decisive year, which will 
never more return, that it is necessary to give the United 
States pledges of our affection for them, and our warm 
adhesion to the cause which they defend. There are 
services rendered at certain moments which are never 
effaced from the memory of nations ; what France did 
for the foundation of the United States in the eighteenth 
century, Europe may do, for their second foundation, in 
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tlie nineteenth. She may cast into the soil of both worlds 
imperishable seeds of peace and amity. 

How many mistakes would have been spared ns if we 
had sooner adopted this resolution I It will suffice ibr 
me to recall a single one. When Mr. Lincoln offered to 
sign the great international agreement of 1848, and con- 
sequently to proclaim with us and like ns those laws for 
the protection of the rights of neutrals, of the importance 
of which we have been just reminded by the Trent affair, 
we imposed one condition on him which very rightly 
changed his determination. And why did we do this ? 
Because we had invented the position of belligerents for 
the benefit of the South, because we ourselves had as- 
sumed the position of neutrals, officially proclaimed as 
such, because we had departed from truth and simplicity, 
because we found ourselves thenceforth charged with 
watching over the threatened legitimacy of the pri- 
vateers of Jefferson Davis. If we had remained in our 
natural position, i^ in conformity with our sympathies 
and the right of nations, we had seen in America only a 
fncndly nation struggling with rebels, we would not have 
had in some sort to refuse its signature. Our ports would 
have been closed of course to the armed vessels of the 
South ; it does not seem to me that this would have sub- 
jected us to great inconvenience. And as to the Southern 
privateers, supposing them to have been also called in ques- 
tion, nothing would have prevented us from announcing 
that, in the interest of humanity, we had decided not to 
treat them as pirates. The government at Washington 
would have comprehended — I say more, imitated us. 

To sum up the whole, our counsels would have had 
more weight if we had remained friendly powers, having 
no relations (save the local necessity of consulships) with 
any except the single government whose ministers were 
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regularly accredited to us. As friendly allies, we woald 
have obtained a bearing. I even affirm that, in case it 
might be some day advisable for the American Govem- 
ment to resign itself to the separation of a few States, the 
inflaence of a friendly Emrope would give more chances 
for the acceptance of such a sacrifice than all the media- 
tion offered by oar official neutrality. 
2 



CHAPTER m. 

HOW TO EXPLAIN THE ATTITUDE OF EUBOPB. 

It is not enough to describe and deplore our attitude ; 
the most important thing of all is to explain it. . By going 
back to causes, we maj chance to fall in with remedies. 
Whence comes the fact, so strange at first sight, that, bo 
long as the United States were governed by slavery and 
for slavery, they were let alone ; as soon as they begun 
to react against slavery, and against the whole system of 
violence, conquests, and attempts on humanity or the 
rights of nations therein involved, the hitherto unknown 
theory of belligerent insurgents was forged for their 
use? 

The explanation is not difficult. From the first mo- 
ment, Europe arrogated to herself a sort of benevolent 
patronage over divided America ; she saw in it minors, 
infants I should say, whom it was the duty of reasonable 
men to direct. Toward this republic, toward this im- 
perilled confederacy, we did not feel ourselves bound to 
obey the laws applicable between States on a footing of 
equality. We never once thought of saying, "Whatever 
may be our opinion of the future chances of the rebellion, 
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it belongs to the American Government alone to deter- 
nune the course of conduct which it deems proper to fol- 
low ; if it be wrong in opposing the separation, this con- 
cerns only itself, and we know of no other American 
Government." Far from this, we have taken it for grant- 
ed, without premeditation, and as if by instinct, under the 
impulse, doubtless, of the interest that we bear America, 
as well as of the European interests involved in it, that 
this afiOur is our own, and that we have the right to inter- 
fere in it. 

This principle once admitted, (and every one remem- 
bers that if it were not so in formal terms, its influence 
made itself no less promptly felt among us,) the conse- 
quences could not be long in coming. An immense 
country demanded separation ; the republic thus broken 
was nothing but a simple confederacy, in which the sover- 
eignty of the individual States seemed at first sight to 
aathonze the pretensions of the secessionists ; the North 
was disunited, disarmed, unmilitary, and appeared incapa- 
ble of reducing the rebellion ; in a prolonged struggle, 
the prosperity of America might perish, and that of 
Europe also be exposed to serious dangers. Why then 
dioald not the patronage of the Old World come to aid 
the inexperience of the New ? Why not indicate by a 
decisive act that the rupture was held to be final ? 

This established, the conduct of Europe is no longer 
obficare. The struggle had scarcely commenced when wo 
proclaimed, by an act the signification of which deceived 
DO one, the impotence of the Government at Washing- 
ton — ^it could not reduce the South, the South was certain 
to make itself recognized by-and-by ; in the mean time 
we treated the latter almost as a government de factOy 
and conferred upon it the quality of belligerent. Be- 
tween belligerents, England declared herself neutral, then 



28 KUBOPB AND THE AMERICAN CBISIS. 

awaited events. To see the eagerness with which the 
incident of the Trent was at first seized upon by England, 
justified us in believing that Lord Palmerston saw in 
it, beyond the violation of neutral rights, the pretext for 
an American intervention. To recognize the South, to 
sanction the definitive separation, to reestablish peace, 
and thus to transact the business of the whole world, by 
force of arms, if need were — such was the programme. 

And a proof in the minds of many that our mediation 
is only postponed, is, that the arrangement of the inci- 
dent of the Trent was near ending in nothing. Messrs. 
Mason and Slidell had not yet reembarked when new 
difficulties came under discussion. Europe censured the 
measure taken to close the harbor of Charleston ; Europe 
was disposed to contest the efficiency of the blockade. 
In other words, Europe, which had decided for the good 
of young America that it should not be suffered to carry 
the folly too far which it had taken into its head, seemed 
determined to arrive sooner or later to its end, the recog- 
nition of the Southern Confederacy. 

I like to look at things as they are. There are fewer 
accidents in the life of peoples and the relations of States 
than is supposed ; almost always, on going back a little 
way, we meet a directing principle which gives the key 
to all the rest. It is necessary to ascend from secondary 
to ruling questions ; thus only will light break forth. 

If Europe had not believed herself called to lord over 
America, she would have remained faithful to her natural 
r61e. Whatever might have been her theoretical previ- 
sions concerning the issue of the crisis, she would have 
known no government but that of the United States. 
She would have seen nothing in this civil war but a strug- 
gle between the regular government and rebels, a struggle 
between the adversaries and champions of the extension 
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of slavery. The sympathies of European opinion would 
have been then displayed in their full truth, instead of 
being hampered and perverted, as they have not ceased 
to be during the past year. Had it not been for this 
gross fidsehood of a question decided in advance, we 
should have held our true convictions, and not those im- 
personal and involuntary ones which are accepted from 
the hand of necessity. We should have wished success 
with all our hearts to the great people of the United 
States, which is destined to so noble a mission on earth. 
We should have execrated as it deserves this rebellion, 
unique in history, which seems a challenge hurled at the 
gospel and civilization. In our journals, our books, our 
meetings, at the tribunals of our deliberative assemblies, 
we would have made the avowed champions of slavery 
understand clearly the kind of welcome that awaited 
them among us. We would not have distrusted our best 
sentiments, we would not have taken counsel of prudence, 
policy, the foresight of things which might or might not 
happen; we would have admitted at the outset that 
jostice is a power, and that by this sign do men conquer. 
At the sight of the ringleaders of the South, who, for the 
sole reason that they have been defeated in an election, 
csn their fellow-citizens to arms, fire on the flag of their 
country, attack the fi*ee government to which they had 
sworn allegiance, and hasten to supplicate in Europe as- 
sistance from foreign powers, we would not have re- 
strained our repugnance, but would have told them what 
▼e thought of the twofold crime — the attempt to destroy 
the United States, and to found a new State on the 
eonier-stone of slavery. The reprobation of Europe, thus 
Bgnified to the Southerners, might have facilitated the 
accomplishment of what we have delighted in calling im- 
possible, and have caused the monstrous edifice, whose 
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completion we haye bo coldly demonstrated as certain, to 
totter from the very first day upon its base. To deny 
things is sometimes to prevent them ; to affirm them, is 
sometimes to render them sure. 

Shrewd men find no better way to enconrage evil than 
by prophesying its success and thns summoning npon earth 
by subtlety of reasoning, calamities which fiimkness of 
moral sentiment would have conjured down. But the 
time soon comes when moral sentiment, baffled for an 
instant, regains its sway. It becomes necessary then to 
act in accordance with it, and to proye that, by support- 
ing the evil cause, the triumph of the good one has been 
but the better ensured. Such is the manceuvre which 
has been attempted among us during two or three months 
past. Not only is it more than ever affirmed that slavery- 
has nothing to do with the insurrection of the South, (we 
will presently seethe value of this incomparable paradox,) 
but it is said that the triumph of the North would 
strengthen slavery, and that the South, on obtaining the 
recognition of Europe, would pledge itself to emancipa- 
tion. 

What are we to think of this double assertion ? 

There was a moment, as I have always admitted, when 
the reentrance of the South into the Union might have 
been purchased by lamentable concessions. In the be- 
ginning of the war, and even for some time after, the fears 
which were expressed were not destitute of foundatiqn. 
Doubtless, such compromises would not have ensured 
long life to the patriarchal institution which had received 
its death-blow in the election of Mr. Lincoln. Neverthe^ 
less, there would have been fearful struggles, the public 
conscience would have had to suffer anew, our brows 
would have blushed at the news of numerous acts de- 
signed to conciliate the South, even though vanquished, 
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and to heap np constitutional guarantees about an expir- 
mg iniquity. 

The error here does not consist in supposing that such 
a policy might have been possible, but that it may still 
be so. Whoever has closely studied the Northern States, 
knows that an important change has been wrought there 
by the very &ct of the prolongation and aggravation of 
the civil war. By degrees, a true and simple idea has 
broken loose from the clouds of prejudice by which it 
had been surrounded — the great enemy is slavery ; the 
great conspirator is slavery ; the great rebel is slavery ; 
the great enemy of peace and Union is slavery I Since 
the entire North has comprehended this, it has taken 
an immovable resolution not to end the war without 
also ending the cause of the war. The conviction on this 
point has become so general, that at the present time, 
neither a President nor Secretary of State could be 
found, willing to take it upon himself to propose, what- 
ever might be its immediate advantages, a measure de- 
signed to perpetuate slavery. Supposing, contrary to 
all appearances, such a measure to be proposed and pass- 
ed by Congress, it would encounter so violent an opposi- 
tion in the nation, and even the army would oppose it so 
strongly, that there would be no means of securing its 
execution; then, at the next presidential elections, the 
measure and its authors would be voted down by a burst 
of wrath which would sweep away all compromises, and 
bow beneath its violence all servile institutions from the 
banks of the Potomac to the distant shores of Texas. 

It is a marvellous fact, and one which, as far as I am 
concerned, I admit without regret, that, in case the South 
should return to the Union before the Federal army shall 
have broken down all its opposition and passed in triumph 
through its entire territory, slavery will subsist there in 
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the position of an accarsed institution, condemned to 
perish, abolished definitively in principle, but tolerated 
for a ^yen time in order to smooth the way of transition 
and prepare for a peaceful emancipation. Such a slavery 
would possess neither influence nor future ; hemmed in 
on all sides by victorious liberty, despoiled of the preju- 
dices and prestige which lately surrounded it, having 
no longer power either to demand fugitive slaves or to 
acquire new territory, it would tranquilly but surely 
vanish. 

Such an abolition, I admit, seems to me preferable to 
that wrought by a servile war. It is no less sure, and is 
better for the blacks as well as the whites. 

As to the abolition which is promised us on condition 
of Southern recognition, I have this to say : 

I am glad, in the first place, that the awakening of 
public opinion caused by the af^ir of the Trenty has 
brought the advocates of the South to the necessity of 
thus amending their programme. Hitherto, they had 
not taken this trouble, but had contented themselves with 
declaring in general terms that separation would result 
more favorably than union to that great humanitarian 
caitsey the triumph of which, as all knew, was ardently 
desired by the whole world. Now, they have taken a 
great step in advance ; they have the semblance of an- 
nouncing in the name of Jefferson Davis that he is ready 
to accord a promise of afitranchisement in exchange for 
recognition. 

Jefferson Davis, I am convinced, will never haggle 
for the conditions of recognition. To be recognized is 
the essential point. After that, we will see. 

Moreover, is it not certain that henceforth every thing, 
without exception, must end in abolition ? Has any roan 
of sense doubted it since the election of Mr. Lincoln? 
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Mr. Davis has intellect enough to comprehend with ns 
what the South in general does not yet comprehend, that 
the battle for slavery is lost — lost if the South return to 
the Union, lost if the South be recognized as an inde- 
pendent Confederacy. 

If this point only be accorded, we have no need of his 
concession. A power superior to his, the force of circum- 
stances, guarantees to us that, whatever may be done, 
slavery will finally disappear. What the balloting of 1860 
decided, neither victories nor defeats, neither Europe nor 
America, will succeed in setting aside. 

But, it is said, Jefferson Davis makes more deGnite 
promises. Well, let us examine these promises. He will 
pledge himself not to reclaim slaves who have taken 
refuge in the North ! I can easily believe it ; such a 
demand would not meet a very hearty welcome. He 
will pledge himself to admit the competition of free la- 
bor ! I am likewise convinced of it ; in the first place, 
because this competition exists already in some measure ; 
next, because it is the only means of furnishing a sub- 
stitute for expiring slavery, of infusing fresh life into 
Southern cultures, and of drawing European emigration 
into the new Confederacy. 

He w ill pledge himself to procure the passage of a 
decree of progressive emancipation, in consideration of 
certain delays justified by the difficulties of the position ! 
Here, my doubts begin. What will this progressive 
emancipation be ? May it not consist in the suppression 
of a few abominable practices, sanctioned at present by 
the laws of the South, and which too deeply offend the 
conscience of the Old World ? " No," is the exclama- 
tion. "Jefferson Davis promises to procure the free- 
dom of all children bom from this time !" I must see 
this before believing it. However rapid may be the pro- 
2* 
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gress of providential retribution in some cases, I do not 
imagine that the South, after rebelling in the name of 
slavery, is already reduced to bow its head to the dust, 
to disavow the principles hdd down so lately in its name, 
to undertake humbly the task of destroying the holy 
institution, to the support of which it had devoted itself 
with so much ardor and eclat. To revolt in 1861 because 
the extension of slavery was menaced, and to promise 
in 1862 to destroy slavery with its own hands, would be 
to show itself too eager to arrive at the forced disavowal 
of its dearest principles. 

It is true that to make promises and keep them are 
two different things. If the question were only that of 
obtaining, by an apparently important concession, this 
recognition, without which its ruin must be accomplished, 
the South would perhaps consent to the diplomatic abo- 
lition of slavery ; this depends on the degree of distress 
which it may have reached, and its powerlessness to main- 
tain its rebellion without that moral support from Europe 
which must necessarily bring material support in its train. 

Suppose, in consequence, that Jefferson Davis promises 
to obtain abolition. What is this promise to obtain abo- 
lition^ in reality ? A promise to present to the Congress 
at Richmond a bill overthrowing the social constitution 
of the South from its very foundation. The bill will 
be then discussed by the Senate and Representatives. 
Will they not find good reasons to maintain that such a 
change cannot be improvised in this wise, that the people 
are not prepared for it, that they cannot brave their co- 
lossal displeasure, that they cannot destroy the Southern 
Confederacy on the morrow of its foundation ? 

Tliose who retail among us the nonsensical tale of 
abolition promised in exchange for recognition, must 
suppose that wo have short memories. It is not long 
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since the Constitation of the South was adopted, and the 
two essential articles which distingaished it from the an* 
cient Constitation were, on the one hand, the sanctioning 
of slavery, and on the other, the sanctioning of the sover- 
eignty of each State. These two articles, closely allied to- 
gether, as the whole history of the United States proves, 
are designed for each other's protection. Let slavery be 
menaced by the negotiations of the President or the pro- 
visions of Congress, and directly the local sovereignty 
rises in its might. Each State demands by what right you 
have decided in its name what it alone had power to de- 
cide. In fact, it will be impossible to stop short of this 
reasoning. So long as Jefferson Davis does not bring us 
laws decreeing the freedom of unborn children, passed 
by each of the Southern States and ratified if need be by 
State conventions, hb promise to obtain them means ab- 
solutely nothing. 

It means nothing, it is true, but it effects something, 
nevertheless. It is producing a great effect upon that 
portion of the European public who would ask nothing 
better than to intervene with honor, to ensure the exist- 
ence of the South, to put an end to the crisis, to raise the 
blockade, and to obtain the transmission of cotton. This 
part of the public, as I have seen with my own eyes, is 
delighted to learn that all this can be done without too 
strongly opposing the question of emancipation ; it may 
be, while serving it. It believes you on your word, with- 
out caring to scrutinize it very closely. The rumor is 
already becoming widely diffused ; it has crept into all 
the journals ; we hear it argued in every discussion : '^If 
we recognize the South, it is understood that it will eman- 
cipate all children unborn." 

If we recognize the South, it will find fall recogni- 
tion, even though it should afterward inform us that the 
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liberation of unborn children was met by unforeseen di& 
ficulties which could not be surmounted on the spot ; that 
time was needed, but the end would be pursued and, 
doubtless, finally attained. A recognition is not as easily 
recaUed as a promise. Once accomplished, the recogni- 
tion will produce its effects: the strengthening of the 
administration at Richmond, the exasperation of the ad- 
ministration at Washington, a probable war between the 
latter and Europe. In a word, the position of a&irs will 
become changed in a day; the South will henceforth 
have all it desires, and no one will think, in the midst of 
these conflicts, of asking about the fulfilment given to its 
promises ; no one except, perhaps, a few European abo- 
litionists, whose tardy anxiety will excite but little inter- 
est. We will have something else to do when the rupture 
has taken place between the United States and ourselves, 
when our journals are filled with their misdeeds, when 
angry passions are stirred up, and when the national honor 
is at stake. Our whole attention will then be given to 
the unrecognized virtues of the South, and perhaps, for 
we are sure of nothing, to the felicity of its slaves. 

One does not need to be a prophet to predict all this ; 
a very little study of history and the human heart will 
suffice. Note, moreover, that in causing the emancipation 
of unborn children to be talked of among us, the agents 
of Jefferson Davis attain an important result, suppos- 
ing even that they do not succeed in gaining this would- 
be conditional recognition. They have made it seem pos- 
sible, they have mirrored it before the eyes of the com- 
munity, they have restored some consistency to the great 
hope on which the South built its chances, and the abso- 
lute loss of which would destroy all its energy. 

But I refrain from discussion. It seems to me that I 
haye sufficiently demonstrated the vanity of the pledges 
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and conditions held forth ; for serious inquirers I have al- 
ready said enough ; for men whose minds are made up, 
who are determined to believe in whatever they are de- 
termined to do, I should never say enough. I wish only, 
before closing this chapter, to dwell upon the moral as- 
pect of the projects extolled among us during the past 
year — ^projects which have been unceasingly embellished, 
ameliorated, and arranged to suit our taste, and the uni- 
form conclusion as also the sole end of which has been 
the recognition of the Southern Confederacy. 

Their common characteristic, although they talk much 
of peace, is a war in the background. It is true that this 
is not a war of the North against the South, but of the 
United States against Europe. I do not inquire whether 
this new war will be less ruinous than the old, whether it 
will not at once stamp the present struggle with a charac- 
ter of atrocity and devastation, whether it will not be the 
beginning of general conflicts before which the mind re- 
coils with horror. We will set aside considerations of 
this sort, however important they may be in themselves. 
I speak of another kind of destruction — the destruction 
of the friendly feelings which exist between America and 
ourselves. 

According to some, this would be but a trifling loss. 
I think differently. The day will be a fearful one, in my 
opinion, when, by sowing injustice, we shall prepare for 
ourselves and our children after us a harvest of long-lived 
and inextinguishable enmities, always ready to embroil 
the New World and the Old. 

The XInited States will not be destroyed ; thank God I 
it is given to no one to strike from the list of great na- 
tions this people, now passing through a crisis as grievous 
as salutary, and which will emerge from it stronger be- 
cause it will be better. The point in question is not sim- 
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ply that of irritating this people hj a measure which will 
wound them in the most sensitive part, but of introducing 
a measure which will produce a state of perpetual antag- 
onism. 

The policy reconmiended by the friends of the South 
is nothing less, let us not forget, than the rule of Europe 
in America, by which I do not mean any mingling of Eu- 
rope in American discussions. No, I am not one of those 
who believe that the Monroe doctrine should remidn in- 
tact amidst the conflicts of the nineteenth century. I be- 
lieve in the frequent intervention of Europe in America 
and of America in Europe ; I believe in the future en* 
trance of the United States into the concert of great 
powers ; I believe, in fine, that electricity and steam have 
overthrown many artificial distinctions, and that it will 
daily become more difficult to live in isolation. But I be- 
lieve at the same time — and this question will be discussed 
with all the care it deserves in another part of my work 
— ^I believe that there should be neither European su- 
premacy in America nor American supremacy in Europe. 
Nations are no longer in a state of pupilage, and preten- 
sions of preponderance will soon cease to be tolerated 
anywhere. 

It is certain, as we have seen, that such pretenmons lie 
at the bottom of the policy which we are urged to prac- 
tise. "The separation ought to prevail I We have de- 
cided that you are not in a condition to terminate it I 
You shall fight no longer I At least you shall only fight 
in such or such a manner I" Such is the language which 
is dictated for our use ; and as men are laboring to secure, 
by artificial means, the foundation of a State which could 
not live of itself, and which will always stand in need of 
the protection without which it would not have been 
bom, it thence follows that European influence, and al- 
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most domination, will gain footing in the very heart of 
the Southern States, at the gates of Washington. 

Friends of peace, je who are bo eager to arrest the 
present conflict, who at need would draw the Popilian 
circle around President Lincoln bj forbidding him to 
maintain the blockade and pursue its advantages ; have 
yoa reflected on the endless wars which you are laying up 
for the future ; have you caught a glimpse of the conse- 
quences of your enterprise ; do you imagine, by chance, 
that you will kill the United States ; and if you do not 
kill them, do you suppose that they will live in peace, 
having you some day on both sides of their empire in 
Yir^nia and Canada, and feeling you at Quebec and New 
Orleans, the mouths of their two great rivers ? 

But we will leave this point also ; we will go directly 
to ^^ the '' true question, that of morality, and look the the- 
ory in the f^ce which covers the future recognition of the 
South. 

This may be summed up in a sentence : the true way 
to emancipate the slaves is to ensure the triumph of the 
partisans of slavery. I have little faith, I confess, in the 
good results of injustice, nor do I forget how the Apostle 
Paul branded the maxim, *^ Do evil that good may come." 
We always have excellent reasons for favoring the triumph 
of bad causes. And what happens next ? The human 
consdence becomes troubled and perverted, as it were, 
by this double spectacle of our complaisance toward 
both evil and the good which appear to result from 
it 

Ah ! if evil gave birth to nothing but evil, evident 
evil, immediate destruction, the recoil of civilization, if 
the consequence always followed directly after the prin- 
ciple, like the child after the mother, the danger would 
be less. But the logic of history, true and pitiless as it is 
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at the bottom, does not present this incontestable sequence 
npon the sor&ce ; it often happens, and the American 
crisis offers an example, that certain progresave events 
make their way in spite of every thing, and that the agents 
of Jefferson ]>avis end by obeying, in spite of themselves, 
the impulse commenced by the election of Mr. lincoln. 
Emancipation will take place, as I have said, through war 
or peace, onder fiivorable or adverse influences, with union 
or separation. If, therefore, the separation should be 
consolidated through our mediation, we will say at some 
future day : ^ Since the separation did not prevent affran- 
chisement, it effected it.'' 

Is it nothing, I ask, to weaken the few moral ideas 
which subsist among us in the midst of triumphant ma- 
terialism ? Indignation against slavery was one of these 
ideas ; but on the day that we shall be seen to strike 
hands with the South, to propound theories in favor of 
its rebellion, and to demonstrate that it has been of 
service in its way to the cause of liberty, the human soul 
will pass through a fearful crisis, and the light of con- 
science will wax dioL 

Occasions to show the importance of a principle are 
rare. What a valuable lesson would it have been to our 
whole generation, to have seen Europe, in spite of the 
temptations of policy and the demands of interest, deter- 
mined not to compound either intimately or remotely 
with those who had dared adopt as the motto of their 
flag, " the sanctity and perpetuity of slavery ! " By this 
smgle act, we should have elevated the standard of mo- 
rality. Such a victory is not without its value. 

This, I know, is not shrewd policy ; but to us weak 
minds, who think that man does not live by bread alone, 
and that communities also die of hunger when we forget 
to satisfy their highest needs, to us, the success of Europe 
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in America would have been complete if it bad manifested 
tbere its natural sympatbj for good and its natural an- 
tipathy to eviL The rebellion, proclaimed in the name of 
siaTerj, would have known on what to rely ; it would 
have had to examine by itself whether it could by its own 
strength conquer that independence in fact, which should 
precede and not follow its official recognition. It is proba- 
ble that, reduced to these terms, the question would have 
been ere long resolved, and that the civil war would have 
been of short duration. In any case, the South would 
have had no right to say: *^I hold Europe through 
cotton ; she must walk straight. I predicted that I would 
conquer her repugnance, and I have done so ; I said that 
I would force her to take my part, and I have suc- 
ceeded.'' 

In other words, there is neither good nor evil, but in- 
terest alone : rest your claims on your interests, and you 
vrill succeed ; and it will be even demonstrated, through 
the refinement of modem times, that in immolating prin- 
ciples, you have rendered them good service. May God 
preserve us from receiving such a lesson! We should 
profit by it but too well. Believe me, there are moral 
defeats which tell on the destiny of nations. 



CHAPTER IV. 



BELLI6EBENTS AND ITEUTBALnT. 



If I enter unembarrassed on the examination of oar 
American policy, if my criticism bear with equal freedom 
upon the propositions which are made to us, and the 
resolves that we have already taken, it is not only be- 
cause the chief initiative has belonged to England, or 
because the collective responsibility, the European re- 
sponsibility, covers every thing, so that I have much less 
to blame in the &ults of a government than in the low 
state of public opinion and the moral languor of the 
whole world ; but also because I love my country, and 
because it is a real duty in my sight to warn it when it 
seems to me in danger of straying from the right path. 
That this duty is a right, no one will certainly think of 
doubting. 

I shall therefore proceed, sure of my sincerity and re- 
spect for good intentions, sure of mingling no hidden 
thought of any nature whatsoever in the loyal study of 
our relations with the United States. Let us go back at 
once to the measure which contains the germ of all the 
rest. In the quality of belligerents, granted so speedily 
to the insurgents of the South, is found comprised, as we 
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may say, the entire series of acts which, commencing with 
official neutrality, has recognition for its extreme term. 
Would you refute a sophism ? Examine the major propo- 
rtion — ^the snare is there. Would you study a political 
tendency which disquiets you ? Examine its earliest mani- 
festation. 

To confer on the insurgents of the South the title of 
belligerents, and to claim for ourselves the position of 
neutrals, seems quite in conformity with that circumspect 
and unchivalrous wisdom which is sure of obtaining gen- 
eral approbation. What is better to be done, in the 
presence of such a crisis, than to stand aloof, to wait a 
little, to entertain neither opinions nor preferences ? 
This is the first view of things, at which it is usual to 
stop. It is only by scrutinizing more closely that we dis- 
cover that the neutrality thus proclaimed is as little neu- 
tral as can be imagined ; it settles the constitutional 
question discussed in the United States, and decides that 
the United States are a league, not a nation ; it grants to 
the South all that it demands ; it bears so slight a resem^ 
blance to non-interference that not one of the first-class 
European powers would for an hour endure the applica- 
tion to its own affairs of the theory which they apply to 
the government at Washington. 

The latter government, too, has unceasingly protested 
against it. It may be said that it protested in advance, 
for the despatches of Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton foresaw 
the possibility that Europe might entertain the thought 
of treating the Southern rebels as belligerents. The fears 
of Mr. Seward being speedily realized, he has never wear- 
ied, as all will remember, of demonstrating in his diplo- 
matic correspondence that the character of belligerents 
belongs to independent powers, to established govern- 
ments struggling with each other ; that it cannot belong. 
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tlmt it has never belonged in fact, to a selCfityled State, 
founded by a rebellion not yet yictorioos and out of 
danger. 

' The importance of the principle is such that the re- 
astance upon this point has never staggered for a single 
moment. The United States have maintained — and why 
should it astonish us? — that they are still the United 
States ; that a sovereignty attacked is not a sovereignty 
destroyed ; that the pretensions of the South do not con- 
stitute a right ; that no one is authorized to hold them as 
conquered before they are so, before the war has even 
commenced in good earnest. They have maintained their 
principle, that is, their right, with an energy full of sad- 
ness and dignity; adding moreover that, so long as 
Europe shall not join positively hostile acts to an insult- 
ing doctrine, they will content themselves with expressing 
their sorrow, and will continue to count on the friendly 
sentiments of the powers. 

Let us be just toward all ! The attitude of the cabi- 
net at Washington in the presence of so grave a difficulty, 
has been of a nature to conciliate universal esteem. 
Grieved, without being violent ; energetic, without being 
aggressive ; refusbg to listen to despatches wherein the 
rebels were styled belligerents, yet not hesitating to ac- 
knowledge the amicable proceedings by which Europe 
has more than once redeemed the harshness of her official 
language, it has understood how to preserve its position 
on a great question of principle, and at the same time to 
avoid exaggerating it so far as to compromise the practi- 
cal interests of the day. 

Europe, in fact — ^I recall it to her honor — after having 
taken the enormous stride of declaring thj^ South bel- 
ligerent and herself neutral, felt the need of proving that 
she by no means intended to carry out her theories to 
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the end, and that her declarations did not comprise all 
that men £mcied they saw in them. In closing her ports 
and those of her colonies to vessels with prizes, she struck 
a death-blow to the privateers of the South ; which, more- 
over, have made more noise than they have done harm, 
and which have never been able to exert an appreciable 
influence on the issue of the conflict. But this, on the 
part of Europe, was simply the regular accomplishment 
of the duties imposed by the blockade ; she did more, 
she did not treat the blockade of the South by the Fed- 
eral fleet with rigor. If this is now effective, it has not 
been always so, and nothing would have then been easier 
than to have given a &tal blow to the North ; it would 
have only been necessary to make a rigorous application 
thereto of the rules of international law. France and 
England have been unwilling to do this ; it has been re- 
pugnant to them thus to lend an avowed support to the 
champions of slavery. This mark of good feeling, for 
which the cabinet at Washington has shown itself grate- 
ful, has established an important difference between the 
real conduct of the European govomments and the policy 
attributed to them by plotting intriguers. 

That this policy has been hesitating, I am convinced ; 
that it committed a great fault in the beginning by pro- 
claiming the insurgents to be belligerents, I have just 
said, and am about to demonstrate ; but that it acted 
in this manner deliberately, with the fixed design of pro- 
ceeding thence to recognition, cost what it might ; that it 
had in clear view the attainment of an end, and not an 
unavowed tendency or temptation, I deny : a Europe 
determined to cut the United States in twain, would not 
have hesitated to contest last year's blockade. I have 
therefore great hopes. Provided that public opinion be 
fully aroused, all will go well \ we have already crossed 
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over more than one dangerous defile, we will pass safely 
through others. Between the rumors which the patrons 
of the South have an interest in propagating,- and facts as 
they really happen, the difference is great, Gk>d be 
praised ! Under favor of this remark, I resume the ex- 
amination which I have undertaken. 

You remember the shudder that ran through our 
veins — onrs, the declared friends of the United States — 
when the English journals brought us the speech of Lord 
John Russell, in which the word belligerent was uttered 
for the first time. Mr. Seward had no need to teach us 
the scope of such a word ; we understood it on the spot, 
and were strucK with consternation. It seemed to us that 
a tongue so liberal as that of Lord John Russell was not 
framed to give such encouragement to the South, It 
seemed to us that England, which had not shown herself 
really prepared in the Crimea until ten or twelve months 
had elapsed, was ill placed to proclaim at the end of a few 
weeks the military powerlessness of the United States. 
Their ministers had not yet reached the shores of Europe 
when this powerlessness was already admitted to the rank 
of proven facts ; whence it followed that the insurrec- 
tional government, sure of existence, deserved to be con- 
sidered as belligerent. When we remember that the 
despatch in which Mr. Seward announces his refusal to 
receive correspondence containing this term is dated on 
the 1 7th of June, we are brought to acknowledge that 
the resolution of Europe was taken from the beginnmg of 
the civil war. The South had a chance of success unique 
in history ; its first gun passed for a victory ; its rebellion 
was immediately transformed into a revolution ; it had no 
childhood, but was bom full-grown. The rebellion of a 
day, behold it a government in fact, while waiting till it 
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shoold make itself acknowledged as a goyernment hj 
right ! * 

It is not osuallj thus ; before perceiving two States 
where there was lately but a single one, before placing cm 
a footing of eqoality a regular goyernment and those who 
are attacking it, we ordinarily wait until the latter haye 
been yictorious, haye maintained their existence, and haye 
shown some other sign of yitality than a first success, se- 
cured by treason ! 

To judge the value of the fay or thus accorded to the 
South, we haye only to ask ourselves what we should have 
thought of the United States if they had consented to 
concede to it this belligerent character ? Would there have 
been hisses enough found for them in all Europe ? What 
would not have been said of a country which did not even 
know enough to respect itself and to fall with dignity ? 
What ! to strike its flag at the first summons ; to admit 
with a good grace that its existence as a great nation had 
ceased, that every rebellion against it was invincible, that 
every rupture founded a government within its borders, 
that its sovereignty had fallen on the south of the Poto- 
mac, that it might make war there, but only such war as 
takes place between States, the war of belligerents I 

What America could not honorably accept, could Eu- 
rope legitimately establish ? History will reply. 

When Ireland, a distinct kingdom notwithstanding, 
rose in insurrection agsdnst England in 1796, who among 
firiendly powers thought of conferring on the Irish the 

• If the question were only that of constituting a government and 
•ecaring the working of a partially regular administration, every fraction 
of a country in revolt against the nation of which it formed a part, could, 
without delay, procure this title to the position of belligerent. To con- 
stitute a regular government ! — but this has now become the first letter 
of the alphabet : every rebellion begins in this wise. 
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title of belligerents ? It would not have been a very safe 
proceeding, I think, to have declared by official means 
that they were any thing else than insurgents. 

When, at the time of our religious wars, (I take the 
epoch when the present centralization was not in exist- 
ence,) a few of our French provinces were in arms against 
the Yalois, what answer would have been given to the 
ambassador of an allied country sent to say that the south 
of France would be henceforth held as belligerent, and 
that neutrality would be observed between this belliger- 
ent power and the king ? 

Let us take more modem examples. Look at Hun- 
gary. She is a kingdom apart, having her own constitu- 
tion and her local sovereignty. In her insurrection 
against Austria, she certainly gained more battles and 
kept the field longer than the men of Charleston had 
done when it was deemed proper to transform their civil 
war into a foreign one. Hungary had given itself a gov- 
ernment as well as Montgomery. This government even 
could not be destroyed until Russia came to aid in its 
suppression. Yet notwithstanding, did the thought ever 
occur to us to speak of it as a belligerent ? 

Neither did we talk of belligerents when Poland, a 
distinct kingdom also, and guaranteed by treaties, fought 
against Nicholas in 1830. During this heroic and several 
times successful war of the Chlopicki, the Czartoryski, and 
the Skrzynecki, I am not aware that the theory of bellig- 
erents made its appearance anywhere; the Russians would 
have seen in it a mortal insult. 

Let us acK ourselves, for I will end where I began, 
how we should have welcomed the title of belligerent 
bestowed on Abd-el-Kader ? Our neighbors across the 
Channel would have also protested, I imagine, and in a 
somewhat haughty tone, if, during the revolt in India, 
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any power bad betbongbt of proclaiming its nentrality, 
by recogniziDg in tbis great people, risen in bebalf of its 
nationality, tbe quality of belligerent. 

I need not go out of America, moreover, to demon- 
strate tbat tbe tbeory wbicb recognizes belligerents at tbe 
end of a few weeks, was never invented and put in applir 
cation before tbe Soutbem insurrection. Tbe insurrection 
of tbe colonies in tbe last century, wbicb was about to 
create tbe United States, was no sligbt tbing, I fancy ; 
it was truly a national, energetic, sustained movement. 
Nevertbeless, even tbe enemies of Great Britain would 
bave tbougbt tbemselves setting at naugbt tbe most ele- 
mentary principles of tbe rigbt of nations, if tbey bad 
bastened beyond measure to treat tbe Americans as bel- 
ligerents. 

Tbis time, our baste is explained by arguing tbe im- 
portance of tbe movement — ^it is tbe balf of tbe United 
States tbat bas seceded ! 

A figure is often tbrown in to support tbis summary 
assertion — ^twelve millions, fifteen millions of inbabitants. 

Does the separation become more lawful, wben those 
who decree it are more numerous ? I will dispense with 
investigating tbis question, for the importance of the se- 
ceding States bas been strangely exaggerated. We for- 
get, in tbe first place, to strike out tbe Border States that 
remain fiadthfid to tbe Union. We forget next to strike 
out tbe slaves, who have not voted for separation, that I 
am aware. The truth is, that, supposing even the white 
population to be unanimous, (and we have many reasons 
to doubt this,) scarcely six millions are in question, six 
millions out of twenty-eight. And mark that these six 
millions of whites are charged with guarding three mil- 
lion three hundred thousand slaves. 

8 
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The msnrgent South oomprifies vast territories, almost 
destitute of inhabitants ; beaatiful countries rendered ster- 
ile by slavery. The States most nnmeronsly populated 
are elsewhere — New York, Ohio, aod Pennsylvaoia, 
known as the Eeyetone State. Manifest destiny, too, is 
elsewhere ; the West seems &ted, ere long, to govern the 
ITiiited States. 

But I am careful not to stop at such considerations ; 
there mnst be a rule, a principle in the matter, and it is 
this principle that I wish to discover. So long as we 
have not reached it, we are treading on onstable 
ground. 

I hear a great deal said about modem law — the law of 
nationaUUea. We are asked why we refuse to the South* 
em Confederacy, organized, armed, supplied with a con- 
stitution and a president, the benefit of a doctrine which 
has been practised elsewhere. Is not this also a goTem- 
ment de facto f 

I am willing that every successful rebellion should be 
metamorphosed into a government ; I add, even, that I 
think it just, although I am no lover of rebellions. There 
is no other way, in iact, of averting the interference of 
foreign powers ; and if foreign powers are not to inter- 
fere, it. is clear that governments must be founded by 
success. 

But this success is indispensable. In the nineteenth 
centory as in those preceding, in modem as in ancient 
law, a rebellion remains a rebellion so long as it be not 
victorious. Here is an armed conflict, whose first sue- 
cessea, which it was easy to foresee, have not been fol- 
lowed by any serious result ; it is less triumphant than 
on the first day, for the national armies have gained a 
footing everywhere on its soil, wliilst it has not taken a 
step in advance ; the straggle, moreover, has not com- 
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i in eameet. I eee here neither a government de 
facto, nor a belligerent ; modem, no more than ancient 
law, commands me to see va^ thing else than insurgents. 

Modem lair is something less absurd and less arbitrary 
than those who extol it on every occasion, but who seem 
to understand but little of it, would make as believe. 
Laying aside high-sounding words, modem law is simply 
justice, for it is non-intervention ; nothing more, nothing 
leas. Ijet each people settle its own affiiira and determine 
ks own destinies; we oateiders are at liberty to approve 
or bUme its acta, but not to meddle with them. This 
theory is not without nobleness ; the point in question is 
not to worship power or success, but to respect the inde- 
pendence of nations. A nation is independent only on 
condition of being free to commit follies within itself, if it 
please without fear of pnuisbmcnt from any. 

This admitted, if the South had rendered evident the 
powerleasness of the North for its reduction, if its inde- 
pendence had ceased to be contested by arms, at least, in 
a serious manner, il^ in fine, it had surmounted the chief 
difficalUes in its way, we might be authorized in saying, 
"The South is not insurgent, but belligerent; it has 
acquired the consistency of a new State, which by and by 
will receive recognition, and which contends with the 
Washington Government meanwhile on a footing of 
veritable equaUty." But the position of the South is that 
of a rebellion which is weaker to-day than it was a year 
ago, and which will succumb the moment that it is left 
alone to face the United States. To invoke modem law, 
the right of nationalities in its behali^ is out of the 
question. 

The first right of nationalities is that of subsisting, of 
Buppressing anarchical movements, and of maintaining the 
action of the hiwa. The theory of the right of rebelUon 
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is a new one, that we would do well to scrutinize closely. 
" We have the determined toiU to overthrow the estab- 
lished government I We are resolved to separate !'* Will 
this henceforth suffice ? Is every portion of a territory 
that chooses to detach itself from the whole, to be trans- 
formed at once into a sort of new, semi-recognized State,^ 
whose defenders will be soldiers instead of insnrgents, 
and whose flag will take rank among national banners ? 

Let us beware ! It seems to me that rebellions stand 
in no need of encouragement, as times go. Nothing can 
be better than to let them run their course, to recognize 
those which are victorious, to admit as belligerent a new 
State detached from an old one as soon as it has decided- 
ly made a place for itself on earth ; I go thus &r, for it 
is impossible to stop short of it without desiring foreign 
intervention. But to invent a special category of rebel- 
lions which, without being victorious, may some day be- 
come so, and to which shall be accorded before trial the 
benefit of possible success, would be to establish foreign in- 
tervention under another form, the most dangerous of alL 

Imagine a foreign power weighing from a distance the 
obscure chances of an intestine conflict, and judging in 
its wisdom (that is, according to its caprice, preference, 
or interest) that this insurrection is hopeless, while the 
other will succeed; that this separation is ephemeral, 
while the other will bo perpetual I Before every serious 
struggle, before the separatists shall have shown their 
strength or weakness, they are either to be discouraged 
by the verdict of the great powers which leaves them 
confounded among the vulgar class of insurgents, or en- 
couraged, on the contrary, by the title of belligerents. 
This is not a trifle ; such a moral support very nearly 
promises a material support, and takes the place of it at 
need* 
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It must not be concealed, in fisiet, that there is already 
in the title of belligerent a beginniDg of recognition. It 
IS the proclamation of an intermediate, equivocal position, 
onknown to ns hitherto, and which we shall do weW to 
renoance after the unhappy trial that we have just made 
of it. Formerly, there were insurrectional and regular 
governments. The moment that an insurrectional govern- 
ment bad gained its cause, it was recognized ; and firom 
that day forward, if it made war, it was in the capacity of 
belligerent. The idea had not yet been conceived of 
belligerents without recognition ; that is, imperfect and in 
some sort probational States, having the right to raise 
an army and display a flag, without having the right to 
demand admission into the family of nations. 

That Europe should have invented this theory on the 
occasion and for the benefit of the Southern rebellion, can« 
not suffidently astonish me. Of all rebellions, this one 
seems least deserving of advances and &vors. '^ You have 
had the misfortune to rend asunder a free country, and, 
not having been able quite to destroy it, have dared unfurl 
a banner sacred to the perpetuity and sanctity of slavery ! 
We will make a strict application in your case of the 
rules established by the law of nations ; ask us for nothing 
more. When you are conquerors, if you ever become 
such, when your independence can be no longer seriously 
contested, we will see in you a government de facto ; 
and as we have no choice, as the principle of non-inter- 
vention exacts that all shall be admitted, the evil and the 
good, those which shock the human conscience and those 
which embody social progress, we will recognize you 
then, and not an hour before." 

Such language I would have understood. I am well 
aware that the moment of official recognition is rarely 
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marked by signs so striking that it can be by no means 
mistaken. The application of the principle by virtue 
of which governments in fact become governments by 
right, is almost always somewhat discretionary, I will not 
say arbitrary. The recognition may be to some extent 
hastened or retarded; whence it comes that all powers 
do not proclaim it on the same day. 

This is quite explicable ; all do not sympathize alike 
with the cause that has just triumphed; some adopt, 
others detest it. It is natural that they should not acquire 
the conviction at the same moment that victory is won 
beyond recall. 

For my part, I like this slight share left to moral pre& 
erences in the interpretation of modem law ; it proves 
that the doctrine of governments de facto is more spirit- 
ual than has been pretended; it takes causes into ac- 
count. 

To take account of causes is important, be sore, in 
order that certmn enormities may meet with chastisement 
on their way, and that success may not stand for every 
thing. Yes ; whatever may happen, in virtue of a superior 
law, we shall always feel authorized to keep such or such a 
victor waiting. If an insurrectional government should 
be anywhere created, announcing its intention of traffick- 
ing in men and women, selling families at retail, and vir- 
tually suppressing marriage, I do not think that we 
should show ourselves eager to recognize it, or to confer 
on it, meanwhile, the character of a belligerent. 

Alas ! what I have just presented as a hypothesis b a 
reality ; the South has revolted and seceded, announcing 
to the whole world that, without this act, she would have 
been in danger of being hampered in the sale of men and 
women, in the retailing of families, in the virtual suppres- 
sion of marriage. And her rebellion has seemed worthy 
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of special favor ! We have not been contented to treat 
it as a plebeian rebellion, but have invented for its plea- 
snre this probationary position of unrecognized bellig- 
erents! 

To encourage rebellion when it is only rebellion, when 
it does not even put forward an honorable pretext, and has 
nothing in its &vor but its fair &ce, is certainly very im- 
prudent ; to encourage it when it hurls defiance at our 
sentiments of humanity, sure that the material advan- 
tages which it has at its disposal will gaip pardon for every 
thing, is more than imprudent, it is sad. 

And as the &ult comes from us, from our moral torpor, 
from the lethargy of our public opinion, I hope that the 
remedy will come from us also ; public opinion, awakened, 
will undertake to teach the . South that it need hope for 
no more &vors, and that it must return to the domain of 
the common law. There are causes which may conquer 
the official admission of the governments which represent 
them to the rank of recognized powers before the precise 
moment ; that a king of Italy, who has become such in 
order to shut out foreign troops from the Italian fron- 
tier,* and to constitute a great nation, may be eagerly 
welcomed, we can readily conceive; but that a South- 
em Confederacy, which proposes to break up a great, 
free nation, and to compensate the human race by pre- 
senting to it an ideal State based on slavery — that this 
Confederacy, whose sole hope is in foreign powers, shall 
be recognized when it has not yet been victorious, is a 

* I ought not to treat of the Italian question here, In passing. I 
belong to those who loye the Independence of Italy, and are not alarmed 
bj its nnitj, but who do not think that such a work gains any thing by 
being accomplished In a few days. By giving it more time and good 
conduct, liberal Piedmont might have given a liberal meaning to the 
too much decried adage : Italia far a da ae. 
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pretension which Europe owes it to herself to repulse with 
indignation. 

It was, it is said, for the interest of the United States 
themselves, that the character of belligerent was attrib. 
uted to the insurgent South. How, otherwise, could 
they have regularly exercised all the rights of war? 
How, otherwise, for instance, could they have maintained 
the blockade, and instituted a search for contraband of 
war on board foreign vessels ? Can you conceive of a 
blockade, can you conceive of a right of search, where 
there are no belligerents ? 

We can easily conceive of them, and the writers who 
are authorities in respect to the right of nations have 
always conceived of them, likewise. Grotius speaks at 
length of wars which he calls " mixed ;" that is, of those 
which take place between a legitimate government and a 
considerable party in insurrection against it. TVTieaton 
remarks, and no one that I know of has contradicted him, 
that civil war gives to the two contending parties all the 
riijhts of war with respect to each other, and with respect 
to neutral nations.* 

Of what use is it, moreover, to consult heavy books, 

when simple good sense suffices to settle the question ? 

Who ever dreamed of a state deprived of the right of 

employing against attacks from within, the means of 

war that it would employ against enemies from without ? 

What ! are we not at liberty to blockade an insurgent 

port ? What I are we not at liberty regularly to maintain 

this blockade, except on condition of first according to the 

insurgent goveniment, the position of a government de 

facto, independent and distinct from our own ? At the 

• ElhruiUs du droit itUc motional, torn. I., Part I.. Chan. iL 8 
7-10. and Part IV., 8 7. ^ '^ 
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time of the insarrection of the American colonies in the 
last century, England did not think for a moment of see- 
ing belligerents in them ; yet, notwithstanding, she showed 
little hesitation in exercising the right of search, and 
wonld have showed no more in establishing a blockade, 
had it been necessary to aid her military operations. I 
add that she would have been right. 

Here is a new scruple, no less wonderful than the first 
— ^if Europe had not transformed the Southern rebels intp 
belligerents, she would have been forced to hang their- 
privateersmen, who would have simply been pirates ! I 
do not see that we are ever forced to hang men when we 
do not wish to. Would it have been so difficult then to 
declare that, through motives of humanity, the vessels 
armed as privateers by the South should not be treated 
as pirates ; that even, in case of distress, an asylum should 
be granted them in our ports ? In acting thus, in wel- 
coming and protecting their refugees, Europe would have 
been only fulfilling a duty and conforming her conduct to 
the prevailing sentiments of our times. No one would 
have opposed it, and Mr. Lincoln's government has 
proved by deeds that it would not have hesitated to imi- 
tate our example. Do we not already see this govern- 
ment, which refused to recognize the South in the char- 
acter of a belligerent, rejecting the soirdisant logical 
doctrine, by virtue of which its prisoners of war should 
be punished as traitors? Does it apply the penal law 
to them ? Does it not negotiate exchanges of prisoners ? 
Has it itself hung any privateersmen ? 

It is not so difficult as some pretend to avoid exces* 
sive rigor while maintaining the truth of positions. We 
have seen, it seems to me, revolutions and civil wars 
enough to know how to escape from embarrassment. If 
rebels remain rebels, purely and simply, it does not thence 

3* 
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fbllov that foreign powers are bound to trample nnder 
foot tbe commonest piindples of fiomanity. If we had 
not created belligerents in America, we sboald hare re- 
nounced bnt two rights: tbe right of permitting arms 
and ammunition to be sold among us to the Sontbemers ; 
and the right of limiting the sojonm of United States 
men-of war in our porta. I cannot think this particularly 
vexations. 

Is it tme that, by acting in tbia manner, we shonld 
have taken sides f This is another very simple question, 
which has been studiously rendered intricate. We will 
attempt its disentanglement. 

It appears strange, at first sight, that to maintain 
things as they are, to see a regular government where 
there is a regular government, to see a rebellion where 
there is a rebellion, is to take sides. Without declaring 
one's self neutral toward a friendly power, neutral between 
it and the insurgents, it is certainly jastifiable to refrain 
from interference in the conHict. This kind of neutrality, 
known as non-intervention, will not of course be contested 
by us. France and England would have iiuled in their 
first duty if they had not been thus fitr neutral ; if they 
had brought any aid whatever to the Federal Glovem- 

Two very different things have been confounded here : 
the neutrality in fact, which every one desires in this, as in 
all other civil wars ; the neutrality founded on that act 
of veritable intervention which transforms insurgents into 
belligerents. We might be neutral, and perfectly neutral, 
without recognizing belligerents ; we might interfere in 
nothing and give no support to any one, without begin* 
ning by a forced modification of accustomed portions. 
When I hear it sud that, if there had been DobeUigereata, 
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tbere would have been no neutrality, I seem to be dream- 
ing. The contrary is true; in order that the nentrality 
should remain real, it was importailt that the prodigious 
moral and social advantage should not have been accord- 
ed to the South which was conferred on it from the 
first. 

We excel in being satisfied with words. Is not re- 
cognizing belligerents, maintaining equality? Is not 
maintaining equality, giving proof of impartiality and 
aboolute neutrality? No; to establish equality where it 
does not exist, is to serve the one and to injure the 
other; to place a belligerent where there was a rebel, is 
to show one's self as fiur firom neutral as is possible to 
imagine. 

Let us be neutral, let us hold aloof, let us leave to 
Americans the care of regulating the afiairs of America, 
let nether side have any thing to fear or to hope from us, 
let them have before them a loyal struggle, /a/r jptoy, as 
they say in England — ^the friends of the United States 
have never demanded any thing more. 

I am mistaken — ^they have also demanded what har- 
monizes marvellously with official neutrality ; namely, the 
partiality of sympathies. Sympathies neither know nor 
should know neutrality. And here again I encoijnter one 
of those audacious sophisms raised up within the past 
year to hinder us from doing our duty. We have been 
almost persuaded that political neutrality involved moral 
aeatrality in its train I 

What is this ? because I am neutral, am I bound to be 
mdifiTerent? Because I abstain from every act which 
might nearly or remotely contribute to the success of 
cither, am I bound to repress within myself my most 
dierished sentiments, to manifest no preference between 
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rebels ezcluming, " Long live slavery I " and a gorem- 
ment representiDg right, jnstioe, snd hmnanity ? The day 
that the neatrality of Earopo ehall be indifferoDt in tbe 
&ce of BQch conflicts, that day Europe inll have commit- 
ted a crime, and signed an abdication. 

Thank God I nothing of tbe sort is yet tme ; and every- 
where else than in America, the great powers have no 
fear of compromising the reality of their non-interfer- 
ence tbrongb tbe exprescdon of their eytnpatMes. Italy, 
with regard to which tbe policy of nonintervention is 
expressly proclumed, has oftentimes received encour- 
aging commnnications. In any case, if cabinets believe 
it their daty to be silent, nothing prevents parliaments 
from making their voice heard. When they keep silence, 
I no longer call it neatrality; a different word most be 
found, for a different thing is in question. 

Nothing has been so grievous as the ulence observed 
by the English parliaments. These parliaments, usually 
80 noisy, and which are so fully conscious that they have 
not only to cast votes, but also to diffuse ideas, to propa- 
gate sympathif a, to approve and to blame, have seemed 
to measure their moat trifling speeches as if each of these 
speeches were a diplomatic note. And the meednga have 
been no less prudent : it was necessary to be neutral, ot 
in other AFords indifferent 1 

We shall hear no more, I hope, of a neutrality un- 
derstood in this wise. It has had its time, it is dying 
out ; meetings are re-appearing, addresses are being 
ugned, members of parliament are speaking out, liberal 
and Christian England is returning to life. This is well 
^is is the right way to be neutral in point of justice and 
charity. It will not prevent governments Irom muntiun- 
ing their attitude of effective impartiality. 
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What is done is done ; there are, thanks to ns, bellig- 
erents in the South. It now remains to know how to set 
to work to avoid aggravating this &alt, committed per- 
haps in the inconsiderateness of the first moment. Neither 
France nor England has aggravated it hitherto; their 
neutrality has been sincere. Is there nothing to do be- 
sides? 

The word " belligerent " will not be withdrawn. May 
it not be interpreted by the conduct and language of £ur 
rope ? We have been unwilling to say that the South is 
not in rebellion. We have been unwilling to say that the 
South has become a government in isLCtj an independent 
State. We have been unwilling to say that the South has 
obtained our moral support, and is entitled to count on it 
in the future. This granted, the scope of the term will 
become narrowed more and more, until it finally remains 
a word almost void of meaning. A word is something, 
but it is no great thing. Once informed that the point 
in question is only to forbear hanging privateersmen, and 
to give a salient form to the principle of neutrality ap- 
proved by all, the United States will disregard an expres- 
sion, untoward, it is true, but become well-nigh inoficn- 
sive. 

It has done harm, it will do no more. It has encour- 
aged the South, which has taken it in earnest, and fancied 
it a promise ; it has irritated the cabinet at Washington, 
which has likewise taken it in earnest, and thought it a 
negation of its right. It was mistaken. Well, so much 
the better I If we must suffer yet for some time firom 
the consequences of such an error ; if the war be pro- 
longed ; if the manufacturing distress be increased by 
reason of the hopes conceived by Jefferson Davis; if 
Europe have the vexation of seeing a Southern privateer 
bum merchant vessels in the very waters of England 
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and Spain, and then enter laden with prisoners into those 
ports which would have been closed to the flag of a rebel, 
bat which are open to the flag of a belligerent, it is a mis- 
fortnne for which we shall soon find consolation provided 
that Earope, comprehending that she has taken the wrong 
road, henceforth adopts, resolately and publidj, the prin- 
ciples of true neutrality. 



CHAPTER V. 



BLOCKADES. 



The good side, hitherto, of the coarse held by Earope, 
is that she has giyen proof of real kindness to the United 
States in forbearing to elude the blockade. The cabinet 
at Washington has never ceased to acknowledge this, 
especially in the celebrated despatch addressed by Mr. 
Seward to Mr. Adams, on the 21st of last July. 

The value of this friendly conduct cannot be denied ; 
for the blockade is the principal weapon of the United 
States ; it is the most humane and in some respects the 
surest means of reducing the rebellion. Can it be true 
that, since the pacific conclusion of the Trent affair, there 
has been serious question of modifying the attitude of the 
great powers upon this point ? A great deal has been 
said on the subject, and this one and that one accused. 
In England, the Tory journals, and also those reputed to 
represent the ideas of Lord Palmerston, have demanded 
for some time that the Southern ports should be opened, 
if necessary, by force. Several French sheets have ap- 
peared to sustain the same theory, perseveringly urging 
the suppression of the blockade and the recognition of 
the South. 
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I refuse to believe, so &r as it concerns me, that the 
governments will ever soffer themselves to be drawn into 
such a policy. As times go, we should suspect the re- 
ports which are constantly circulated among us by the 
champions of the South. The most amicable movements 
are transformed into menaces, the most inoffensive ob- 
servations are to lead to a rupture, while the violation 
of the blockade and the recognition of the South are 
always found at the bottom of every thing. 

Let us wait for official acts, nor lightly admit that 
Europe, scarcely delivered from the visions of war which 
the incident of the TVent had conjured up before her, can 
be persuaded to seize upon, we may say, to seek a new 
subject of quarrel. There are those in England, I am 
well aware, who urge extreme measures, who were little 
rejoiced at the liberation of the commissioners, and who 
are in quest of pretexts to intervene by force of arms to 
impose peace on the combatants, to obtain a fresh supply 
of cotton, and to reestablish commercial relations. But 
without going out of England, these men will find listen- 
ers, and I do not know why wel should afford them pleas- 
ure by taking their hopes for realities. 

Nothing is so long-lived as certain hopes. Although 
Lord Russell, by his despatch dated February 15, has 
officially recognized the American blockade as regular, 
they have not lost courage. Li my opinion, we should 
remain on our guard ; the serious study of the question is 
&r from having become useless. I will therefore say a 
few words concerning it. 

The blockade is more effective now than it has ever 
yet been; it would be consequently at least strange if 
any power should think of attacking to-day what it did 
not attack some months ago. The fixed purpose of 
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smying at an end marked out in advance, would thus be 
dearly manifested* 

I repeat that I believe nothing of the sort ; bat if, by 
* any possibility, I am mistaken, if Europe should come to 
contest the American blockade, would she, by strict right, 
he authorized to act in this wise ? Let us examine. 

The first argument of the adversaries of the blockade 
consists in saying that, the United States not having rec- 
ognised the South in the capacity of belligerent, it thence 
follow^ that the Southern ports are their own ; and, they 
add, no one can blockade his own harbors. 

And why not, if you please ? Where have you dis- 
covered this interdiction, so favorable to the rebellion ? 
What I here is an insurgent town ; we can blockade it by 
land and besiege it according to rule, (I do not suppose 
that this too will be forbidden us,) and we cannot block- 
ade it by sea? To do this, must we first make the 
amende honorable^ declaring that the rebellion is not a 
rebellion, and that our insurgents have become belliger- 
ents? 

I do not care to dwell on the point. Let us pass on 
speedily to the true problem: is the blockade, legitimate in 
itself sustained by sufficient force — ^is it effective ? Effect- 
ive ! This is a word which is in every one's mouth, but of 
which no one can give the definition. A few treaties have 
determined the number of vessels and guns which must be 
stationed before a port in order that it may be effectively 
blockaded ; but this minimum figure (which, let me say in 
passing, has been constantly exceeded by the American 
cruisers) has not been reproduced in the most general 
conventions which establish the right of nations. There 
is here again an important matter to be regulated, as in 
the navigation of mail packets — ^the precise determination 
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of despatches which are contraband of war, and the cir- 
cumscriptions beyond which neutrals shall not be visited. 
The phrases, effective blockades and neutral rights, are 
so many words behind which must be put tangible, pre- * 
cise things that will leave no more room for controversy. 
It remains to know whether, while waiting till this shall 
be regulated, we are at liberty to settle the question 
which meanwhile arises ; whether it be just to apply re- 
troactively to America the probable decisions of a future 
Congress. 

On consulting the principal treaties and comparing 
their terms, we arrive at the conclusion that an effective 
blockade is that of ports which there is evident danger in 
entering. No one has ever dreamed of saying that, in 
order to be effective, the blockade must render the en- 
trance impossible. 

The expression which I have just employed is pre- 
cisely that which we read in the femous declaration pub- 
lished in 1780, by Catherine 11., to guarantee the right 
of neutrals. Article 4 is couched as follows : " To de- 
termine what characterizes a blockaded port, this denomi- 
nation shall be accorded to those only which, through 
the disposition by the assailing power of stationary vessels, 
placed sufficiently near each other, there is evident danger 
in entering." 

The second armed neutrality holds the same language 
as the first. I cite article 3 : " A port can be regarded 
as blockaded only if its entrance be evidently dangerous 
in consequence of the dispositions made by one of the 
belligerent powers, by means of vessels placed in its prox- 
imity." 

Let us leap over that long interval of violence when 
the rights of neutrals and the freedom of the seas were 
immolated without ceasing, when paper blockades were 
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established, when England declared the whole coast of 
the Continent blockaded, while the decrees of Milan 
and Torin proclaimed all the shores of the British Isles 
in a state of blockade ; let us arrive at the epoch when 
true principles were proclaimed anew by France and 
England. What do we find in the concerted instructions 
given by both governments to their navies at the break- 
ing out of the Crimean war ? I open those emanating 
from M. Duclos. Article 7 reads : ** Every blockade to 
he respected must be effective, that is, maintained by 
sufficient force that there may be imminent danger in 
penetrating into the ports invested." 

The ^' evident " danger has become '^ inuninent " dan- 
ger. I cannot perceive any great difference between the 
two epithets. At the same moment, moreover, the neu- 
tral powers themselves also publish instructions in which 
the word " evident " again appears. Those of Sweden 
are thus expressed : ^^ By a blockaded port, is understood 
one so fax closed by hostile men-of-war, sufficiently near 
together, that no one can enter it without evident dan- 
ger." 

The treaty of Paris, concluded at the end of the war, 
contents itself with a vague expression, the scope of which 
it would be impossible to determine. "Blockades," it 
says, " to be obligatory, must be effective ; that is, main- 
tained by sufficient force really to forbid the enemy access 
to the coast." As force sufficient really to interdict ao* 
cess to the coast would be insufficient to stop all attempts 
without exception, it always becomes necessary to return 
to evident or inmiinent danger ; which was done last year 
by M. Rouher, in an admirable circular, in which he 
asked our chambers of commerce to respect the Southern 
blockade. " An effective blockade," he writes, " is that 
of places which cannot be approached without exposure 
to evident danger." 
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The most credited writers, E^liiber, for instance, 
{Droit des Gens Modeme, § 297,) holds exactly the same 
language. It will be difficult to go beyond these gener- 
alities, so long as the number of vessels shall not be de- 
termined which must be stationed before each port. 
This was attempted in the commercial treaty concluded 
in 1742, by France and Denmark; its Article 20 exacts 
that, for a port to be considered blockaded, its entrance 
must be closed by at least two vessels. This condition is 
found stated again, in identical terms, in the treaty of 
1818, between Denmark and Prussia. 

Let us now see whether the United States have con* 
formed to the rules which I have just repeated. What 
Southern port is there before which they have not sta- 
tioned at least two vessels ? These vessels are stationary ; 
they are sufficiently near together ; lastly, there is every- 
where evident or imminent danger in entering. The ac- 
cess, therefore, is really intercepted, at least in the meas- 
ure which has seemed to result hitherto firom national 
conventions. 

It is easy to exclaim before a Lancashire meeting, 
*' The blockade is not effisctive ! " It would be more di^ 
ficult, perhaps, to demonstrate it. I sigh to see a man like 
Mr. Massey exciting the passions of his voters by making 
these poor workmen believe that between them and the 
cotton which is to give them support, there is only an 
American falsehood; and that in treading this falsehood 
under foot, and opening the Southern ports, they would 
not be committing a reprehensible act, but exercising a 
right, and even rendering a service to the United States. 

The blockade does not cease to be effective solely be- 
cause a number of vessels have succeeded in running it. 
The American cruisers are forced to contend with a ter- 
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rible enemy — ^EDglish commerce. Night and day, in the 
hundred openmgs o£a coast pierced in every direction by 
natural inlets, behind innumerable islands formed &om 
the alluvion of rivers, lie a whole army of small craft, 
ready to profit by darkness or foul weather. Never had 
cruisers such a task ; and, &r from finding cause for blame, 
there may be, perhaps, good reason to praise this block- 
ading navy, improvised and without doubt insufficieut in 
the beginning, but which has become inured to war, in- 
creased, and strengthened in every respect, and which to- 
day places in ^^ evident '' danger all that seek to escape it. 

If the special formation of the coast (which can be 
seen by every one who possesses a good map of America) 
cannot furnish a valid excuse ; if it belong to the block- 
ading government to take into consideration the excep- 
tional difficulties of a blockade, it is certain, at all events, 
that the accidents of the sea, which render the surveil- 
lance powerless at times, do not permit us to conclude 
therefrom the in efficacy of the blockade. During a storm 
which prevents the action of the cruisers, small vessels can 
easily dart through the narrow passages for which their 
draught of water is sufficient. Sir William Scott, whom 
the English do not challenge, while recognizing that the 
blockade ceases to be valid when not constantly main- 
tained by a proper force, admits the restriction neverthe- 
less : " As far as the weather will permit." 

Let us add, that the intervention of steam has modi- 
fied the conditions of the struggle, and tended to render 
the action of the cruisers less efficacious. It is extremely 
difficult, even with a cruiser of considerable size, to arrest 
the sure and rapid progress of a vessel hastening forward 
under full steam in a dark night, at the risk of two or 
three bullets that have small chance of reaching her. 

It may be that, during the past year, on an extent of 
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coast exceeding three thousand miles, a considerable num- 
ber of vessels have succeeded in evading the blockade ; 
but there are hundreds also that have been captured. 
Much fewer have escaped than have not escaped, and the 
blockading squadron, which was composed at first of fif- 
teen vessels, is to-day not far firom numbering two hun- 
dred and fifty. 

The &ct is, English commerce must know that there 
is evident danger in running the blockade, for the list of 
its vessels seized and confiscated is not small. The ports 
into which vessels of heavy draught can enter are all 
sufficiently guarded ; which does not mean, I repeat, that 
one will ever be sure of preventing a steamboat like the 
Bermuda or NashviUe from piercing the line of cruisers. 

It seems to me, on the whole, that the blockade is ef- 
fective enough which results iu interrupting communica- 
tion and almost entirely suppressing the import and ex- 
port trade. It would not occasion so much complaint if 
it were not effective. Consult those interested ; interro- 
gate, for instance, a witness beyond suspicion, the Neto 
Orleans Crescent. 1 quote from a number of last Novem- 
ber: 

" We hear a great deal said about what is called ruTi- 
ning the blockade. Reports, and it will be found that 
they are nothing but reports, pretend that five hundred 
and sixteen vessels have run the blockade since the 16th 
of May. This estimate is open to much dispute, even 
though it may be supported by official documents in the 
ministerial departments at Richmond. The blockade was 
established at the mouth of the Mississippi on the 25th 
of May, when forty vessels were found freighted for 
foreign ports, and were allowed to depart. The block- 
ade was commenced almost at the same moment at Mo- 
bile and Pensacola ; vessels were at liberty to quit these 
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ports imtil the 6th of June. As far as New Orleans is 
concerned, the last arrivals through the Balize took place 
the 29th of May. There have been a few arrivals and 
departures of schooners in the lower inlets of the gulf. A 
small number of coasting vessels have run the blockade 
on the Carolina coasts, but all of these together do 
not amount to ^ve hundred and sixteen. On the other 
hand, the steamer South Carolina has taken seventy 
schooners attempting to run the blockade between New 
Orleans and the Texan ports. There have been but three 
or four European vessels, among which was the JSermttdOy 
that have succeeded in running the blockade. A few 
West India vessels have also reached the Carolina coast. 
But it is deceiving the European ffovemments to mainr 
tain thai it is easy to escape the blockade^ when not a ves- 
sel has entered the harbor ofNisw Orleans by tihe river for 
the last five monthSj and when but a single foreign ship 
has arrived by the way of the Lakes.^ 

Such is the truth taken from facts in a moment of 
frankness. This number of the Crescent^ published at a 
time when the blockade was far from being as complete 
as it has since become, permits us to estimate at their 
true value, those lists of five or six hundred vessels which 
have made so much noise in Europe. We know now 
that nine-tenths of them are mere barks, accustomed 
to threading the inlets of the coast. We know that 
real commerce is most effectively suppressed. If neces- 
sary, the grass growing in the streets of New Orleans will 
testify to this. No more vessels in the harbor, no more 
bustle on the piers, no more business, no more life ; the 
descriptions contained in the veiy journals of the country 
put us in a position to admire the effects produced in 
America by " the paper blockade." 

This does not signify that the United States Govern- 
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ment dioiild not take all neoeaBary meaaorea that ita 
crmsers may be still more effident, and that the apiiit of 
cavilling may find nothing in them to blame. Bat, mean- 
while, we will do well to meaanre onr worda in Bnrope. 
The orators who gain popularity in the indnatiial centres 
by decUming against the blockade, should inform them* 
selves beforehand of the Bufferings caused by this block- 
ade in jest. To violate it, moreover, would be to dedare 
war against the United States. Now, aside from the 
higher considerations which may be pleaded against an im- 
pious war, this war would have the bad effisct of reducing 
the wages ofoperativea &c below the rate to which ithaa 
now &llen. The aeourity of the production so indispen- 
sable to England, depends on the success of the North. 
To endanger this success would be to call in the use of 
revolutionary measures, which would be to ensure the 
ruin of the South and the prolonged distress of Lanca- 
shire. 

The United States thought for a moment of joining 
to the blockade a measure which, in their opinion, would 
have finally rendered this blockade perfect in the eyes of 
foreign powers — to close the Southern ports by an act of 
the legislature. I am rejoiced that they did not perse- 
vere ; we have already subjects enough of controversy, 
without going in quest of another. If, on one side, every 
nation be free to close its own ports, (and the Southern 
ports belong to the United States,) if it be a question of 
municipal regulation to determine what places shall serve 
as ports of entry, it has been maintained, on the other 
hand, that this right ceases to exist in the event of civil 
war. The legal counsellors of the crown, when consulted 
in England concemiug a similar act of the government of 
New Granada, replied that it was impossible thus to dose, 
by a single act, ports which were de /acta in the hands 



BLOOKADBS. 78 

of insargents ; in which case, international law exacted 
that there should be an efficient blockade. 

Mr. Lincoln has acted wisely, therefore, in taking into 
account the objections of England, and leaving the bill 
authorizing him to close the Southern ports to slumber 
among the state parchments. 

Another idea seemed to make its way : in the lively 
desire of harmonLdng the necessities of the war as nearly 
as possible with the satisfaction of the industrial needs of 
Europe, America might have substituted for the block- 
ade, the collection of duties effected on board her crui« 
sers ; in this manner, cotton could have gone out and 
European merchandise have come in. This project proved 
abortive, both on account of the determination of the in- 
surgents, who would not export their cotton, but clung to 
the idea of subduing — sach was the word — ^the hesitation 
of Europe, and also and most of all because, in organizing 
this new service, (supposing the thing practicable,) it 
would have been necessary to relinquish the powerful 
action of the blockade in suppressing the rebellion. 

The blockade will be maintained, therefore, purely 
and simply. To theoretical objections, the United States 
will continue to reply by facts. Doubtless, the enterprise 
is gigantic, and we might have doubted, with some reason, 
at the first moment, that it could be conducted in good 
£uth. I can comprehend the surprise, akin to incredulity, 
irhich was manifested by Lord Lyons in May when Mr. 
Seward made the bold declaration, "The government 
intends to blockade the whole coast, from Chesapeake Bay 
to the mouth of the Rio Grande." Lord Lyons observed 
to him that this coast measured about three thousand 
miles in length, and that the United States would not 
probably have sufficient force to establish an efficient 
blockade of such an extent. " The whole coast will be 

4 
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blockaded, and efficieiitly blookaded,** was Mr. Seward's 
reply. He has kept his word. 

A few days after, the same question was debated in 
the Upper Honse ; and if Lord Derby, always hostile to 
the United States, hastened to niaint>ain the impossibility 
of an effectiye blockade the whole length of the South, 
Lord Brougham did not hentate to support the contrary 
opinion. ^It is not necessary,'' said he, with reason, 
*^ that the blockade should be established in such a man- 
ner that ingress or egress shall be actually impossible.'' 

Do what we may, we will be forced to persist in this. 
Wherever the ports are guarded by a number of vessels, 
wherever there is ^^ evident danger," in entering or going 
out, the efficiency of the blockade cannot be contested. 

Other pretexts have been also sought. The obstruc- 
tion of Charleston harbor has just furnished an admirable 
one ; and the Morning Post has not delayed to denouDce 
this measure, '^ in conformity with the barbarous policy 
of a government which fills Europe with indignation." 

I am very glad that there is still indignation among us ; 
those who see no cause to be indignant at a treason plot- 
ted and a rebellion proclaimed in the name of slavery, 
those who forget to be indignant on learning that the 
first act of the insurgent people of Charleston was to set 
at liberty .the captain of a slaver, will be at least indig- 
nant at the thought of the vessels laden with stone which 
close the harbor of this city. A city which has so far 
signalized itself by its passion for slavery really deserves 
better than any other to excite our feelings of humanity. 

Let me be understood rightly ; neither do I myself ap- 
prove the measure employed against Charleston ; but as 
to this noisy and pharismcal compassion, as to these tears 
at command, as to this virtuous indignation which has 
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but one end — ^that of arriving at European intervention 
and the recognition of the South — I take the liberty of 
esteeming them for what they are worth ; I reserve my 
pity for other woes, which may be found without seeking 
very &r, within the very walls of Charleston. 

An act, moreover^ may give cause for regret, without 
opening the way to the mediation of strangers. It is piti- 
able to see what arguments are used as a basb to demon- 
strate that Europe is right in opposing its veto, and employ- 
ing force at need. Nature creates a port, and man steps in 
to suppresa its use ; he suppresses it even for generations 
to come; he deprives vessels in distress of a needful 
refuge : this is contrary to international relations ; the 
preservation of commercial ports, like the free navigation 
of rivers, interests all nations ; therefore, the people that 
takes it upon itself to change the primitive configuration 
of a coast to the detriment of the rest, deserves to be 
punished by the entire world 

There is but one misfortune ; this new, revised, and 
considerably corrected edition of the rights of nations, has 
been published expressly for the sake of America, and, I 
suspect, for its exclusive use. We heard of the " stone 
fleet '' a full month at least before it put to sea ; who* at 
that time experienced this lively emotion? There was 
no effort to display it until the Trent afiliir had been 
arranged, and it was necessary to seek elsewhere for a 
means of intervention. Great crimes do not permit the 
human conscience thus to waver. Now, with the excep- 
tion of the English cabinet, which took its precautions, 
and presented its observations to Mr. Seward, not a per- 
son in Europe, not even a single editor of the Morning 
Pasty exclaimed against this scandalous proceeding, thb 
criminal attempt, this violation of the rights of humanity. 
If we had been seeking a quarrel with the United States, 
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we would not hare acted differently. It would indeed 
have been a shorter, and, above all, a franker way, to 
have declared once for all . that it is their pretension to 
bring back the South into the Union whidi eonstitutes 
the violation of international law. Its barriers dose the 
harbors! Yes, but bombardments destroy them; will 
we also argue the illegality of bombardments ? It would 
be somewhat difficult, provided we still held our own 
wars in remembrance. 

War, alas! is always more or less destmctiTe to the 
works of Gk>d, and dangerous to the use of the good 
things which He has placed at our disposal It iseasy for 
one to reason thereupon with his feet on the fender ; it is 
somewhat less easy, perhaps, when he feels himself strug- 
gling with that double peril — a formidable insurrection, 
and a continually threatened foreign intervention. At 
such a time, between the ruin of a city and the ruin of a 
nation, one may choose the first without therefore being 
barbarous. 

I do not pretend to maintain that the somewhat un- 
friendly policy of Europe has been the sole cause of the 
measure taken against Charleston ; I affirm, notwithstand- 
ing, that if America had bad a greater feeling of security, if 
she had not trembled for her blockade, if she had not seen 
herself under the formidable obligation of triumphing in 
some sort within a given time, she would not have sent 
stone ships to the South. Let those who judge her 
place themselves for a moment in her place. No one 
destroys his own cities for mere pleasure. 

But, it is exclaimed, the question concerns a commer- 
cial city and not a fortified town ; fortified towns alone 
can be bombarded and destroyed! This distinction — 
who would believe it ?— has been borrowed by the Eng- 
lish journals from the celebrated Berlin decree. Eager 
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to discover grievances against England, the Emperor ac- 
cused it of extending to unfortified commercial harbors 
" the right of blockade which, in accordance with reason 
and the usages of polished peoples, is applicable only to 
fortified places.** 

This dbtinction has been long rejected by all anthers, 
the French with the rest. War may render the blockade 
of a commercial harbor as indispensable as that of a har- 
bor of men-of-war; and not only its blockade, but its 
siege. No means of attack is excladed. 

If when, at the time of the Crimean campaign, the allies 
bombarded Sevastopol and spared Odessa, they did per- 
fectly right, not because Odessa was a commercial harbor, 
but because the destruction of Odessa was not of the 
least imjwrtance to the success of their operations. Was 
the destruction of Charleston harbor essential to the mili- 
tary success of the operations of the United States ? I 
will not decide the question, disposed though I should 
be to determine it against them ; I say that the question 
concerns them alone. Having the right to decide, they 
have the right to act. I was astounded, I acknowledge, 
to see the note presented by Lord Lyons regard the 
obstruction of Charleston harbor as a proof of the dis- 
couragement of the United States ; they despaired of re- 
establishing the Union, otherwise they would have never 
thought of destroying a city which rightfully belonged to 
them. 

When they fire upon a Southern fortress, they are 
destroying a fortress which rightfully belongs to them. 
When they attack a Southern privateer, they are endeav- 
oring to sink a vessel which rightfully belongs to them. 
The first and inevitable condition of war is the unceasing 
destruction by the national government of things that 
rightfully belong to it " Since you make war on the 
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South, since you iujure the South, it is a proof that you 
despair of reducing thq South and reestablishing the 
Union." Such would be the natural conclusion of the 
English note. 

I hope that in writing this note, despite the ill feeling 
which prevailed at that time, there was no design of mak- 
ing it mean all this ; I hope that it was dictated chiefly by 
the desire of giving friendly counsel to the Americans, 
and persuading them from objectionable measures; I 
hope it, because I read at the bottom the name of Lord 
Russell. The truly liberal statesman who signed this 
document was the same who has just recognized officially 
the regularity of the blockade. He certainly is not 
among those who have espoused the cause of the South, 
and are watching for an occasion to intervene in order to 
secure its independence. 

We see that, even though a real obstruction were in 
question, it would fall within the rights of war, and that 
Charleston, a peaceful commercial harbor (with its two 
fortresses, its population in arms, and its batteries pointed 
a year ago at the Federal flag) — that Charleston would 
have only been subjected to the existing laws of warfare, 
which permit bombardments and the closing of harbors. 
But the real obstruction of its port has been neither ef- 
fected nor attempted ; the National navy has only sought 
to close a few of the channels which connect its harbor 
with the ocean. In fact, since the sinking of the stone 
ships, vessels have succeeded in entering and going out 
of the harbor. If it has been entered, there is an en- 
trance, and the partisans of the South will do well to set 
about seeking some other pretext of complaint. Mr. 
Seward has taken the liberty of making the same remark 
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to Lord Lyons,* in terms which, though strictly diplomat- 
ic, are none the less clear and pointed. 

I pause at this mihappy quarrel, precisely because it 
seems ended, and because it offers us a most instructive 
subject of study. If we had taken the trouble to read 
the New York journals, we should have spared ourselves 
so vexatious a misunderstanding. As early as November, 
these journals, in announcing the departure of the stone 
fleet, declared in explicit terms that it was not designed 
to obstruct channels of use to commerce. The harbor, 
they said, will remain open, and after the rebellion has 
been suppressed, all nations can visit it as before. 

The English journals, which, for a moment, flung them- 
selves with so much eagerness on this subject of quarrel, 
and which, in de&ult of a better, endeavored to discover 
in the obstruction a casus heUi^ not only forgot to g£un 
some information about it before complaining, but never 
gave a thought to the numerous examples which, in case 
of need, might have justified the extreme measures which 
the United States did not take. 

And here I do not mean to speak of the Russians 
burning Moscow (their own city), or obstructing the pass 
of Sevastopol (their own city) in order to repulse the 
enemy from a territory which they certainly did not re- 
nounce on this account ; neither do I mean to speak of the 
advice given by these same journals, so compassionate to- 
day, who wished to destroy Delhi " so that one stone 
should not be left upon another," which would seem to 

* He adds that the obstructions will be removed after the submission 
of the South. On the demand of England, a vessel which had been sunk 
in the harbor of Savannah, was raised in 1816 by the Americans, after 
peace had been signed at Ghent. The English Admiral Sartorius himself 
acknowledges, in a letter published in the London papers, that the ob- 
struction of harbors is among the rights of war, and that this obstraction 
may be removed on making peace. 



80 BUBOPE Ain> THS AMERICAN CRISIS. 

indicate, according to the reasoning of Lord Rassell, that 
thej despaired of India, and had no longer any thonght of 
preserving it I No ; I will simply recall the acts of war 
and plans of operations which history has mentioned hith- 
erto without the least indignation. Anvers, a commer- 
cial harbor, and more important, I think, than Charleston, 
was destroyed by the closure of its channels. The pro- 
ject of fiUing in the entrance to the harbor of Boulogne 
will be doubtless found on the minutes of the Admiralty, 
and that this was not pursued was by no means on ac- 
count of scruples founded on the fact that Boulogne was 
not a fortified town. 

It has been said again and again that none but Yan- 
kees could be capable of conceiving the abominable idea 
of sinking ships in the entrance to a harbor ; but Lord 
Dundonald was not a Yankee, yet notwithstanding, a let- 
ter, written by him on board the Imperious^ April 3, 1809 
— ^a letter of which he is by no means ashamed, since he 
quotes it literally in his memoirs, contains the following 
passage: "Vessels laden with stone would forever destroy 
the anchorage of Aix ; and a few old ships of the line, 
deeply laden, would be excellent for the purpose." 

This was addressed to Lord Mulgrave, the first lord 
of the Admiralty, who forgot to address to his corre- 
spondent "remonstrances" similar to those which Lord 
Lyons addressed to Mr. Seward. But here is what is 
Btm better — the South Carolinians themselves, in Janu- 
ary, 1861, wishing to deprive the United States of the 
means of revictualling the Federal forts situated on the 
waters of Charleston, sunk five schooners in the principal 
channel of their harbor. The rebels of Georgia, on their 
side, have endeavored to render Savannah inaccessible by 
water ; and have obstructed the channel by old vessels.* 

* They haTe just extinguished nearly all the lights on the Southern 
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These acts of the South were recounted at the time, 
and Europe was not moved by them — it is true that it 
was the South ! As to the North, let it beware I Its 
movements are watched ; its conduct must be irreproach- 
able ; we shall excuse nothmg. 

I am of those, I repeat, who would have preferred 
that no ships should have been sunk ; but between a re* 
gret and a grievance, the distance is great. Alas I it is 
bat too true that by heaping up unsound grievances, we 
end by exciting hostile passions. To-day, we denounce 
" the barbarity " of the Federal Government, which closes 
harbors, changes the configuration of coasts, and forever 
destroys the advantages which God had assured to com- 
merce. To-morrow, we will complain of " the sufferings 
inflicted on manufacturers by a pitiless blockade," as if 
the Federal Government itself did not take care to open 
harbors by the side of those which it had closed, Beaufort 
by the side of Charleston ; and as if it depended on the 
North to force the South into no longer systematically 
holding back its cotton in order to conquer the lingering 
repugnance of Europe. The other day, on the contrary, 
we cried out against the " paper blockade," and deplored 
the lists of six or seven hundred . vessels which had es- 
caped the cruisers, confounding time as well as ton- 
nage ; we did not say that the greater part of these ves- 
sels had run the blockade while it was still incomplete, 
neither did we say that most of them were mere barks, 
and that large vessels, with the exception of steamers, 
encountered, in entering Southern harbors, the " evident 
peril " which constitutes effective blockades. 

coasts, numbering one hundred and twenty-seven. This is rather more 
troublesome to navigation than the obstruction of one or two passes at 
Hiarlcston. 

4* 



CHAPTER VL 

CONCLCSIOM OP TIIB FIEST PAST. 

I snocu) be wanting in fhinkoess were I to conclude 
this first part without hriefly eipres^g the thought that 
has weighed on me wliilc writing. In studying what the 
attitude of Europe lias been for nearly a year, I Lave 
been forced more than once to ask myself what it may 
become. 

Yes, Europe, under certain given ctrcnmstances, may 
resume her poliey and carry it through to the end, instead 
of stopping halfway; a deciave resolution maybe taken; 
some disaster to the North may give the signal for ex- 
treme resohitions ; some unforeseen incident may furnish 
the pretext which was vainly demanded for a moment 
from the blockade or the obstruction of Charleston har- 
bor ; the distress of the manufacturing districts may in- 
crease to such a degree as to force the powers, as it were, 
to action; the first blast, the precursor of a storm, which 
came to us the other day from Satford, and which was 
afterward appeased, may be followed by a fearful tempest ; 
the debates in Parliament may bring forth later manifes- 
tations of a nature to precipitate events. 

All this is possible, possible, though &r from probable, 
to my mind. Already, I admit, leading men have taken 
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sides in favor of intervention, and have signalled out the 
"paper blockade" to the indignation of the working 
classes. The idea of " opening a road for cotton" has 
been recommended to those who live by cotton, and who 
have hitherto so honorably withheld these scruples which 
have just been so lavishly displayed. They w^re afraid 
of becoming allies of slavery — ^but slavery is not in ques- 
tion ! They were afraid of violating the rights of the 
United States — but the United States have no rights, and 
their blockade is not a blockade I They were afraid of 
kindling war — ^but there will be war only to secure peace I 

Thus the cause of the South — ^who would have believ- 
ed it ? — ^may become almost popular. Did not journals 
important through their ministerial relations, the Observer 
and the Morning Poaty issue to the people, before the 
recent awakening of public opinion, news designed to 
maintain the chances and the hopes of the South ? They 
announced from time to time that European mediation 
was resolved upon, and was about to be imposed on the 
people of the United States. 

That this was a falsehood, I know. The Emperor, on 
opening the Assembly, has declared formally in the name 
of Fr^ice, that so long as the rights of neutrals are re- 
spected, we will not meddle with the quarrels of the 
United States. The Queen's address and the speeches of 
the ministers have announced the maintenance of a neu- 
tral policy. Notwithstanding, there exists a current of 
opinions, or rather interests, which still threatens to draw 
in Europe some day, if we do not succeed in mastering 
its power. 

That we will master it, I have confidence ; but it is 
necessary for this that we all do our best ; it is necessary 
for this that, without hesitation, without miserable calcu- 
lations of prudence, we expose the worthlessness of false 
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theories and erroneoos assertioDS. Never was more im. 
portant mission confided to men of heart. Already, the 
glorioos reaction which is appearing in England, has 
come to prove that we are not mistaken in defending 
principles and counting npon them. 

Let us give our attention to principles, nor be anxions 
about events. Be events what they may, they will work 
no change in principles. If Europe should ever throw 
her sword into the balance and recognize the South, the 
act will become none the better by reason of its accom- 
plishment. We will not have, therefore, in any case, to 
repent of our resistance. 

To recognize the South I I cannot comprehend how 
such a measure can be recommended, even in the point 
of view of material interests. When the conflict shall havo 
been thus exasperated, when war to the death shall have 
commenced, when revolutionary measures shall have been 
employed, nothing will be left but to bow the head and 
yield to ruin. 

I hope that we may succeed in avoiding this extremity ; 
nevertheless, the fact remains that the righlb will have 
been violated, and that violated right is always avenged. 
On the day when Europe shall s?iy to America, " I inter- 
vene, because it is of importance that my commerce be 
reestablished, because I cannot indefinitely endure your 
dissensions, because the delay fixed by me has expired ; " 
on that day, an act of injustice will have been done. No 
one is ignorant of the condition of regular recognition. 
We recognize governments de facto, who have secured 
their independence. Even when the destruction of an 
enemy has been in question, France has never consented 
to proclaim a premature recognition. Without going 
out of America, as I have already said, wo find a decisive 
proof of this. The insurrection of the English colonies 
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took place in 1773 ; the battle of Bunker Hill was won in 
1775 ; 1777 saw the victory at Saratoga and the surren- 
der of Burgoyne ; yet, notwithstanding, the French gov- 
ernment waited till the following year to recognize the 
United States. Six years of war and of decisive advan- 
tages, with the acquired certainty that the independence 
could be no longer seriously menaced, were necessary at 
that time to legitimatize recognition. Why is less neces- 
sary to-day ? Why would our century, so justly in favor 
of non-intervention, admit this form of intervention in a 
struggle which is not ended ? 

We have been told again and again that we can rec- 
ognize the South, and yet remain neutral ! As we could 
not recognize it to-day and suffer it to be invaded to-mor- 
row, it is certain that the recognition would lead to an 
armed intervention. This would be, therefore, a rupture 
with the United States. That it might not be followed 
by immediate war, I williugly admit, for the Union would 
doubtless give way before a hopeless struggle. But what 
a peace would this be ! What a fund of hatred reserved 
for the future ! And what a crisis for our manufactures I 

I doubt whether France will then congratulate herself 
for having destroyed her work of the last century, and 
whether England will be greatly proud of having struck 
hands with the champions of slavery. 

This is the chance which I have been obliged to force 
myself to look in the face. I have pointed it out ; I will 
not wrong Europe by dwelling on it. A word only, ad- 
dressed to the Americans. 

They know now on what to rely. It is generally be- 
lieved among us that they are not making war in earnest, 
that they will end by drowning themselves in preparations, 
that their expenses of two million dollars a day will ex- 
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haost their last remaining resources, that their war will 
soon be bronght to an end by the force of circumstances. 

It is for them to demonstrate by facts that these are 
so many calumnies. Their armies are ready, their fleets 
are built, the season favorable to operations in the South 
has arrived ; the question is to go forward with energy, 
and inaugurate an era of brilliant successes. At the 
price which their war is unfortunately costing them, it is 
necessary that it be short, under pain of becoming im- 
possible. Their paper currency disquiets their best friends. 

They have a few months of real security before them 
— a few months, no more. Let there be no illusion on 
this point ! I^ in a few months, the superiority of the 
North be not established, if the issue of the conflict re- 
main in the least doubtful, seditious interests will perhaps 
intervene in favor of the South. 

To act to-day, therefore, to act quickly, to act ener- 
getically — such is the first article of their programme. 

And this is now the second : 

In case that, contrary to all appearances, the campaign 
which is about to open should not result in the brilliant 
triumph of the North ; in case that, contrary once more 
to all appearances, the decisive successes of the North 
and the measures taken by it for the progressive abolition 
of slavery in the conquered South should not bring forth 
the manifestation of the Union sentiments now sup- 
pressed, it would then be necessary to take one of those 
diflScult resolutions which a great people should know 
how to adopt at need. To take necessities into account, 
to see things as they are, to be resigned to what cannot 
be helped, is also to serve one's country. 

He who is resigned too soon, is cowardly ; he who is 
resigned too late, is in danger of entering into conflict 
with the very designs of God. Perhaps God has willed 



CONCLUSION OP THE FIBST PAST. 87 

precisely the coarse that grieves us most ; perhaps, ac- 
cording to his sovereign plans, emancipation must be 
wrought by separation ; perhaps the South must be chas- 
tised by its victory ; perhaps the uprising must be accom- 
plished through great sorrows. 

If this should be unhappily true, it would be wisdom 
to recognize and become openly resigned to it. After an 
unfortunate or inefficient campaign, when the mediation 
of Europe should be offered, (and it would be in this case, 
without doubt,) when the question should be to order 
new Treasury bonds, to brave ruin, to hasten to bank- 
ruptcy, to defy the great allied powers, to undertake a 
new war, a colossal war, a hopeless war, good citizens 
would be those who should counsel peace. 

It costs me an effort to write this ; but I should fell 
in my duty if I did not say all that I think. I love 
America too well not to prefer the danger of displeasing 
to that of disserving it. I hope for its success ; I count 
on it ; for I know that it is fighting for justice, and there 
is victory in the word. It may be, however, that we are 
mistaken ; the victories which God has in store for the 
North may be of a nature which we have not foreseen ; 
they will consist, perhaps, m the first place, of completing 
the work of emancipating the slaves and rehabilitating 
the free negroes within its own borders ; then in effecting 
the same work, by its example, in the States which have 
seceded from it ; then, it may be, in bringing them back 
some day, when isolation shall have borne its bitter 
fruits, and when the great cause of discord shall have dis- 
appeared. 

However this may be, if we have the imexpected pain 
of witnessing the unsuccessfulness of the Federal arms 
and the combined mediation of the European powers, we 
will offer up ardent prayers that the United States may 
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resolntely accept all the consequences of such a position. 
There is no glory to be lost, but a great deal to be 
gained in simply accepting what cannot be prevented. 

We must foresee every thing, even what is improb- 
able. It would be no trifling thing, moreover, to reduce 
the army and expenditures, to bring back the former 
prosperity, to recall European immigration, to withdraw 
the paper currency, to pay debts, to reestablish liberties 
a moment suspended, to strengthen institutions. The 
present war has its perils ; all the friends of America are 
troubled at seeing it forced to repudiate for a time some 
of its glorious traditions ; its six hundred thousand sol- 
diers please them but little, any more than their expen- 
diture of two or three millions per day. They cannot 
help fearing that, the war ended, the free America of 
former times will not again be found. If any thing could 
console them for a peace favorable to the independence 
of the South, it would be the thought that this wculd 
also seal the independence of the North. Delivered at 
length from the yoke which had weighed on its institu- 
tions and policy, it would recover the liberty of becoming 
again itself. The difficulties of a partial separation — dif- 
ficulties, doubtless, most real, and which the makers of 
projects do not take sufficiently into account, are not to 
be compared, considerable as they may be, with the dif- 
ficulties of another nature which the least plan of con- 
quest and armed occupation would involve in its train. 

To tell the truth, the North would be itself for the 
first time, for hitherto the baleful influences of the South 
have corrupted every thing. The South, with its slavery, 
with its unsound and illiberal democracy, with its spirit 
of conquest and strife, with its contempt for the right of 
nations, with its hatred of Europe, with its break-neck 
policy, with its repudiations of debts, with its laws for 
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fugitive slaves, with its pretensions and violence, nnceas- 
ingly lowered the moral and, social level of the United 
States. Every thing was going, beginning with self- 
respect. A few years more of this rude prosperity, and 
all would have been over with the United States. 

Now, the United States have reappeared. Whether 
they triumph over the rebellion, as I count upon their 
doing, or are forced to accept manfxilly the consequences 
of a reverse and European mediation, they are about to 
know the greatness of liberty and justice, while awaiting 
what the fature has in store for them. 



ENGLAND. 



PART SECOND 



CHAPTER I. 



TWO NATIONS IN ENGLAND. 



Our work would be of no value, if, confining ourselves 
to estimating the general attitude of Europe, we neglected 
to study more closely the conduct of Englishmen. It is 
among them that the true, the vital, and practical ques- 
tions are propounded ; it is among them that we are to 
seek their solutions. With respect to the United States 
and the crisis through which they are passing, England 
has the chief authority. 

This is not due only to the ties of blood which unite 
her to America, to the importance of her commercial re^ 
lations with it, to the solidarity established between her 
manufactures and American cotton, of which she alone 
absorbs two-thirds; a nobler motive imposes on her a 
special responsibility — as slavery is in question, all Europe 
has instinctively recognized the competence of the nation 
which has been honored by its great act of emancipation. 



• 
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Nowhere else, moreover, not even in France, as we 
must modestly acknowledge, could the events in America 
alarm so many interests, and nowhere else, it seems to 
me, should they attract so many sympathies. The Eng- 
lish oppodtion to the cause of the North would naturally 
be violent; the English adhesion to the cause of the 
North would naturally be enthusiastic. 

If the first of these previsions alone has been realized 
during many months, this proceeds irom causes which it is 
important to examine with care in order to find a remedy. 
Whatever may be done, indeed, it is probable that the 
chief initiative in all that concerns the United States will 
continue to belong to England. Faithful to an alliance, the 
maintenance of which is of importance to the whole world, 
France, without abdicating her free will, will nevertheless 
as far as possible avoid separating her action from that of 
England. I have no hesitation, therefore, in turning to 
the latter, and calling her to account for an attitude which 
has disappointed so many hopes. Why has England been 
so cold ? Why has England had so long for Mr. Lincoln's 
government neither encouragement nor equity ? 

England, I am happy to say, is beginning to question 
herself upon this point; the land of Wilberforce is awa- 
kening and becoming itself again. Would that, in recall- 
ing what it has done or suffered to be done during the 
past year, I might second its generous return to good ! 

A first reflection strikes me — ^the same which presented 
itself when I examined the attitude of Europe, the same 
which has besieged me from one end to the other of this 
work — ^how much evil might have been avoided by simply 
maintaining the action of principles I And here I do not 
speak only of the sympathy due to those who have risen 
to prevent, by means of great personal sacrifices, the ex- 
tension of slavery ; I speak also of the respect due to the 
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right. Suppose for a moment that England, without 
even giving way to her abolition sympathies, had taken 
the side of the right, her conduct would have no longer 
encountered either difficulties or embarrassments. — ^Here 
is* justice and there injustice ; here is a president regular- 
ly elected, and there are men in insurrection against the 
free constitution of their country, their flag, and their 
oaths ; well, we are on the side of justice, which is also 
that of liberty. Without intervening, without meddling 
with that which does not concern us, we will maintain our 
natural relations with the Government of the United 
States ; and as to the Southerners, we owe them nothing, 
we are determined to see in them only what they are, 
rebels against the law, rebels in favor of slavery. 

It has been a source of pleasure to me, in pursuing 
this work, to discover everywhere the confirmation of one 
of my oldest and most cherished convictions — ^the im- 
mense value of principles. There is no right against right 
— to practise justice, such is the only simple, luminous, 
effective, and truly useful policy. 

Suppose for a moment that England had had no other 
policy than this, what would have happened ? Civil war 
would have been prevented or abridged ; a painful mis- 
understanding would not have weighed upon the relations 
of two great peoples; grievances and chances of war 
would not have been infinitely multiplied ; there would 
have been much less suffering; cordial relations would 
have been strengthened in the Old World as Jn the New. 

There are hours of struggle and peril when the least 
encouragement, the slightest grasp of a friendly hand, 
leaves ineffaceable memories. They are seeds of love and 
friendship, sown in ready prepared soil. What we sow 
to-day, we shall reap hereafter. 



TWO NATIONS IN BNOLAND. 98 

In sketcbini^ this picture, I have described in advance 
and by way of contrast, the sad effects of a policy in 
which principles are treated as follies — a policy which, 
fearing before every thing to appear sentimental, seems 
to take pleasure in doing the opposite on all points to 
what the instinct of justice would prescribe. To estab- 
lish no difference between right and rebellion, to take de- 
light in displaying an impartiality little in conformity 
with the rights of nations, to abound in suspicions and 
scruples with respect to those who are defending the 
cause of law and liberty, to invent favorable interpreta- 
tions and privileged positions in behalf of those who are 
treading under foot the national constitution at the same 
time with humanity, to discover that the separation might 
be useful before asking whether it be just, to impose si- 
lence on indignation and sympathy, not even to be dis- 
quieted about the balefulness and imnvorality that must at 
all events arise from the triumph of iniquity, to refuse the 
glorious rdle which offers itself to England, to let go the 
occasion of proving once more to the world that she sets 
something above her interests, and that the Bible can 
beat back cotton in case of need, to turn her back upon 
the only chance of conciliating at once the friendship of 
America and the esteem of Europe without entering, 
moreover, in any manner into the quarrel of the North 
and South — such are the advantages which have been 
procured by force of distrusting the candid application 
of principles. It would have been too malignant, indeed, 
to have admitted with the first comer that slavery was 
at the bottom of the difference, that the adversaries of 
slavery should be preferred before its partisans, that, in 
any case, the result of an election should be respected, 
that right was right, that the national Government was 
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the national Government, and that the insurrection was 
an insurrection. 

What, therefore, has occurred ? The American peo- 
ple, which expected much of England, has experienced 
with respect to it a disappointment full of bitterness. 
Friendship has been wounded and confidence mistaken — 
great evil has been wrought. It counted on the relation- 
ship, the natural alliance of free peoples ; it counted, be- 
fore all, on the cordial support of the nation which had 
expended a million of dollars and overcome the resistance 
of interests to emancipate the slaves of its colonies. They 
beheld meetings in advance, they fancied that they al- 
ready heard the pleadings of orators; parliament was 
about to resound with encouragement and friendly ex- 
hortation to America ; the churches were about to rise in 
turn ; the Christian public, the living bond of the two 
countries, was about to learn the meaning of the glorious 
mission in store for it ; Americans were about to hear the 
cry from all sides : " We are with you ; we entreat you 
not to fall back or stagger in your enterprise. It is a dif- 
ficult one — to arrest the growth of slavery and then en- 
sure its gradual suppression, is to accomplish the greatest 
social revolution which a people has ever been permitted 
to pursue on earth. Courage ! You will set a noble ex- 
ample, you will do more than we ourselves have done for 
the cause of abolition. You will devote to it more ef- 
forts, more sacrifices, more money, and more blood ; but 
you will succeed, and your success will ensure the final 
triumph of emancipation in the whole world." 

This is what was hoped of England. It was hoped 
with the more confidence, that the Prince of Wales had 
scarcely quitted the American soil, where an enthusiastic 
welcome had appeared to seal the lasting forgetfulness of 
old quarrels. This confidence was such that, deceived at 
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the first moment, it was nevertbelesa persevered in with 
touching obstinacy. Men conld not reiugn themselves to 
hearing no word of affection from beyond the seas. The 
day of peril had come, it was impossible that friends, 
kindred, and brotbers sbonld not take their part in this 
honorable distress, accepted for the service of humanity. 
They wdted long ; they long repeated to themselves that 
there was some mistake, that the nature of the conflict 
was not yet comprehended by England. At length it 
was necessary to yield to evidence — ^tlie evil, a mysterioas 
evil, had done more harm than had been believed. With 
icy sang-froid, the English nation signified to America, 
that its straggle waS of interest to no one, that the flag 
of slavery displayed by the South was revolting to no one, 
that the success of the South dismayed no one, that the 
dismemberment of the United States saddened no one. 

No one ! I go too far in saying this, and honorable 
exceptions should be signalled out ; but these exceptions 
have been so rare, expressions of sympathy have been so 
nearly lacking, the leading organs of publio opinion have 
treated America with so much rudeness, that indifference 
has been the incontestable attitnde of the nation. 

I say these tliinga without circumspection, because I 
say them without hatred. !SIy affection has also sufiered 
decline — a decline resembling the grief which we ex- 
perience when a friend disappoints, by some action, the 
esKem in which we have held him. And where is the 
fiieod of liberty that would not be a friend of England? 
Fw from wishing it harm, we couaider its good as much 
as that of America itself, when wo deplore the culpable 
coldness of which it has just given proof. We feel that 
itn|Kirtiality has its penalties ; one suffers on both wdes. 

At no price would I wish to join in the mad declama- 
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tions which are hurled agsunst '^ perfidious AlbioiL" I 
will not say, for I do not think that her policy is always 
unscrupulous, that she never yields to a generous impulse. 
When she arms her volunteers, when she increases a 
navy whose superiority is the very condition of its exist- 
ence, I am neither astonished nor irritated thereby. 
Petty jealousies with respect to it have never touched my 
heart, and if the punishment of its conduct toward Amer- 
ica should rebound on its head, I would be the first to be 
grieved by it. 

It is precisely for this reason that my remarks may be 
of use. An accusation would be wounding ; the expres- 
sioti of the grief of a friend, the organ of many others, 
may find its way to the conscience. 

There are two nations in England. Whoever does 
not begin by admitting this, must renounce all hope of 
understanding the history of this strange country. 

There are two nations, I say it to the glory of Eng- 
land. How many peoples are there, among whom ener- 
getic reactions toward good are unknown ! How many 
countries are there, whose rivers flow smoothly down an 
even slope, where no block of granite ever falls to turn 
aside the current ! Blocks of granite have fallen into the 
current of England. 

Oftenest, doubtless, the river turns aside, then de- 
scends tranquilly to the sea, while nothing announces 
that an obstacle has disturbed the flow of the waters. 
These are the epochs of inertia, languor, and forgetfulness 
of principles; a policy then prevjuls, not more selfish, 
perhaps, than the policy of other governments, but less 
attached to forms, and more ofiensive, by reason of 
unceremoniousness and bad taste. But suddenly a reac- 
tion is wrought ; a great moral truth comes to light, 
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agitation becomes diffused, a superior force arises in 
oppontion to the power of habits and interests. Human- 
ity then wins one of its victories . To-day, it is the 
abolishment of the slave trade ; to-morrow, it will be the 
abolition of slavery ; the day after, Catholic emancipation ; 
then, the reform of Parliament ; then, the protective sys- 
tem. There will be extended investigations, there will 
be persevering efforts to obtain religious liberty every- 
where, there will be powerful sympathies in fiivor of the 
independence of peoples. When Christian and liberal 
England rises, when its journals and meetings begin 
to protest against a great social iniquity, we feel that 
this will not be a passing and feeble desire, a well- 
meaning caprice, such as we have witnessed too often, 
but a fixed design which will be pursued to the end with 
that manly energy which delays discourage no more than 
reverses. 

Before the reactions of which I speak, the common 
traditions of the British administration always yield in 
the end. We know in what manner the crimes of the 
Indian government were openly denounced in Parliament. 
We know what voices were raised, even during the 
American war to obtain the independence of the United 
States. If, some day, the opium trade should succumb, 
upon which I count, it will fell, be sure, beneath the blows 
of a moral reaction aroused in England. 

This is how it happens that English history contains 
so many contrasts, so much good, and so much evil. He 
who sees nothing but the evil, is in the wrong ; he who 
sees nothing but the good, is likewise in the wrong. There 
are two nations, I repeat. When unprincipled England 
grieves us, let us turn with confidence toward liberal and 
Christian England ! Thank God I the latter is constantly 
gaimng ground. For fifty years, it has not ceased, as it 
5 
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were, to give battle. For a moment in torpor, it was not 
long in awaking. It is at hand, it is advancing ; a little 
late, doubtless, but nevertheless in time ; it is about to 
reform with its generous hand the policy pursued with 
respect to the United States. 

We must be patient; English reactions are always 
somewhat slow. This proceeds, it is just to remark, from 
a sentiment of patriotism. Before openly attacking the 
conduct of their country, especially outside itself, the 
English usually begin by associating themselves with it. 
Their instinct urges them to form one body, to see noth- 
ing at first but the Britbh flag. Independence of opinion 
is lacking them at the first moment, and their ministers 
of foreign affairs are almost sure to be followed. But, 
by degrees, they reflect, they become enlightened, they 
discuss, they redeem by great noise and energy the do- 
cility of the beginning. 

How could it be otherwise, among a people reared for 
so many years in the school of free discussion ? For six 
or seven centuries, England has possessed her Magna 
Cfiartay her Habeas Corpus^ her Parliament, and her 
jury; for more than two centuries, these institutions, 
mere forms under the Tudors, have been the sovereign 
and indestructible law of the land. England had her 
freemen when Ave had only courtiers ; she had her great 
parliamentary struggles at the epoch of our petits abbes. 
Brilliant on other sides, and needing to envy no one in 
point of glory, it would ill become us to despise the 
country of Russell, Sydney, and Defoe, the nation which 
escaped by force of vigor from the fearful peril of the 
Stuarts pensioned by Louis XIV., and charged with dis- 
ciplining England according to the French method of the 
time. If we resemble it too little to fully comprehend it. 
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it seems to me that nothing hinders us from rendering i( 
justice. 

It is a strange spectacle, which certainly has its great- 
ness — a people which now suffers itself to be dragged 
down almost to degradation by those who govern it, and 
which then rises np with incomparable energy, confessing 
its faults, attacking the wrong, its own crimes, beginning 
and pursuing one of those searching investigations which 
end in reform ; a people in which the moral sense speaks 
loudly ; a people among whom uprisings against injustice 
are something else than the caprice or fashion of a mo- 
ment. How many generous voices have been raised since 
that of Burke ! How many liberties have been labori- 
ously won, by speech, by perseverance, without shedding 
blood or overthrowing the Constitution — ^the liberty of 
slaves, religious liberty, political liberty, commercial lib- 
erty, colonial liberty ! This powerful England, where de- 
signs endure and are carried into action, where the re- 
clamationSj I should say, the outbursts of the human 
conscience redeem the sometimes odious acts of an un- 
scrupulous policy — this England, which makes itself hated 
by good right, and which makes itself loved by better 
right still — are we justified in judging it by the evil 
which it was near doing, without remembering the good 
which it has accomplished ? 

It is the most liberal, yet least revolutionary of all peo- 
ples. A loyal nation, loving its Queen, plunged entire 
into mourning by the death of Prince Albert, it has never 
confounded progress with levelling, it has never believed 
that respect for the law could be contrary to the passion 
for liberty. Faithful to its ancient traditions, conserva- 
tive without being stagnant, it looks in the face its three 
mortal enemies — the spirit of absolutism, the spirit of 
conquest, and the spirit of revolution. 
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A heroic nation, our equal on the hattle field, England 
has escaped from the mania of uniforms and plames ; by 
her instincts, by her interests, by the influence of the Gos- 
pel, she loves peace. 

I have spoken of the (lospel ; therein — ^why shall it 
not be said ? — ^therein is found the source of those great 
moral reactions which, becoming more and more frequent 
since the religious awakening has strengthened its em- 
pire, will eady ere long, by transforming English policy. 
Formerly, English policy was in bad repute, and, frankly 
speaking, it deserved tabe. More <^ical than Machia- 
vellian, placarding, exaggerating its selfishness as if de- 
agnedly, little pharisaical, but very gross, it seemed to 
have taken upon itself the task of provoking and defying 
hatred. 

To-day, all this has changed. If a few antiquated 
spirits still repeat the civis sum, Romanus of British 
pride, if the cry of war against America has been repeat- 
ed for a moment by the crowd, if the disposition rudely 
to break down all resistance is still manifested here and 
there, a better disposition is also making its appearance, 
another people is rising. 

This other people is that which gives its gold to 
spread through the world the word of God, which coura- 
geously undertakes the mission at home and the healing 
of the gaping wounds of pauperism, which believes, which 
prays, which consecrates itself, which endows its country 
(a strange fact, which we cannot enough admire) with a 
literature decidedly moral, which accosts Christianity 
on the side of holiness and duty, which links together 
with jealous care the chain of faith and of good works. 
This is the people whose persevering sympathies for all 
that is generous has forced policy to bow before justice. 



CHAPTER n. 

CONDUCT OP ENGLAND. 

There was need of writing the preceding pages ; they 
will explain and corroborate those which are about to 
follow. If it be our duty to resist evil, it is also our duty 
to believe in good. 

This duty, we rarely fulfil ; for want of not fulfilling 
it, our criticism resembles hatred. 

Hatred never served a good cause. I know neither 
men here below who are all of a piece, nor nations who 
are wholly devoted to perverse designs. The South 
itself, I have taken care to say, contains many more sin- 
cere men and noble hearts than we should suppose if we 
judged it by its institutions or passions, forgetting to take 
into account the influence of surroundings. 

I will remain an optimist with respect to England as 
I have been, it is said, with respect to the United States. 
To be an optimist is usually to be right. Our grumbling 
age, which willingly fastens on the dark side of things, 
would fail into misanthropy and discouragement if no one 
showed it the bright side. 

I wish to define in a few words, without either en- 
larging or extenuating, the grave fault with which I have 
to reproach England. 
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To pretend that she has taken part with the South, or 
even that she has deliberately widied for the separation 
of the South, would bo to go beyond the truth. Her 
crime is that of having been indifferent. Her moral neu- 
trality is what has dismayed and grieved to the soul all 
those who remember her true claims to glory. 

On the 1st of August, 1884, when eight hundred 
thousand human beings passed from slavery to liberty, 
England contracted a solemn engagement, for which the 
public opinion of the whole world should hold her to ac- 
count. Since that day, there has not been an enemy of 
slavery who has not looked toward her shores, there has 
not been a poor negro whose heart has not beat at her 
name, there has not been a slave trader who has not dread- 
ed, before every thing, the appearance of the British flag. 
If Portugal and Brazil have renounced the slave trade, it 
has been through the urgent demands of England ; if 
Spain feels her odious practices in Cuba menaced, it is 
because there is an England to reproach her with them 
publicly. Let her seize upon Whydah and Lagos, and 
all will applaud ; even those whose jealousy is most alarm- 
ed by her aggrandizements, know that Lagos would be 
an advanced post from which she would watch over, and 
ere long put down the infamous King of Dahomey. 

The greatness of England is in the principle which she 
represents. Even though she should lose Gibraltar and 
Corfu, and T believe that she will lose them some day, 
even though she should lose Canada itself and her Indian 
empire, she will suffer no diminution, provided she re- 
main the land of political liberty, of religious liberty, and 
of negro liberty. 

Ah, well ! we who do not wish the decline of England, 
we who do not talk of its " corrupt institutions" have 
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suffered from its attitude during the past year beyond 
what I can express. 

For a year, its leading journals have had little else y^ 
than mockeries or insults for America striving to uprise* 
The fall of the Southern supremacy, which had debased 
and was on the point of destroying every thing, has been 
applauded by no one. The English government has ac- 
corded the title of belligerents at the outset to the South* 
em rebel& As to the American nation, the only one 
which it should have known officially, it has not given it 
the moral support of a word of sympathy. 

I neM not go further to become indignant. Violated 
right has not moved these champions of right ; liberty at 
stake has not moved these champions of liberty. Their 
impartiality in such a matter has been one of the scandals 
of our times. 

Let no one mistake my thought ! England had to 
intervene in nothing ; even though she had not elevated 
the insurgents to the rank of belligerents, she would have 
been bound not to act. Woe to the country whose civil 
wars witness the unfurling of a foreign flag ! It was ne- 
cessary therefore to be impartial, but not in the manner 
that has been seen. We shall have fallen very low on 
the day when, under the pretext of remaining neutral, 
great nations shall affect to distinguish no longer between 
good and evil. I strive to be moderate, in order to 
remain just. To the crime of indifference, I will not join 
that of complicity with the South. All sorts of rumors 
have been spread abroad, which I refrain from accepting. 
Tlie early recognition of the South was nearly fixed upon >/* 
several times I The separation of the South and North j 
was considered as an advantage to be preserved by allJ 
means ! The incident of the Trent furnished a pretext to 
the policy of the cabinet ! In default of this pretext, 
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Others would have been sought, if public opinion had not 
been at length aroused ! 

That this may have been true of some members of the 
cabinet, it seems to me difficult to doubt ; but that Earl 
Russell, Mr. Gladstone and still others would have accept- 
ed such a programme, who could believe ? Many things 
are said as times go, and the evil desires that flash at 
moments across the imagination of statesmen are easily 
transformed into systems. 

I adhere, for my part, to the public acts of the English 
Government. It has addressed serious warnings to the 
shipowners who have announced their design of traffick- 
ing with Southern ports ; it has refused to inquire into 
the efficiency of the blockade at a time when the blockade 
was not as efficient as it is to-day ; it has repulsed, in fine, 
the overtures which have been certainly made to it by 
the agents of Jefferson Davis, commissioned to .promise 
every thing— every thing, even to the liberty of unborn 
children, in exchange for recognition. It is evident that, 
in concert with France, it insures some months of security 
to the military operations of the North. 

This is little ; it cannot be said that it is nothing. If 
the English Goveniment has made a show of a lamenta- 
ble indifference, if it has encouraged the rebellion by 
avoiding to say from the beginning what would have dis- 
couraged it, it has given proof of some merit, notwith- 
standing, in restraining the impatience of the manufactur- 
ing population. In other times and among other peoples, 
an interest as colossal as that of the cotton manufacture 
would not have been long in dictating the law. It is 
honorable to the age in which we live, that such a victory 
of matter over mind has been hitherto impossible, and 
that, in the presence of a country which has not permitted 
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it, we have a right to censure more than praise. It ought 
to do still better. We esteem it too much to judge its 
conduct to have been worthy of it. 

I maintain this judgment, although I regret moreover 
the accusations of different kinds which have been directed 
against the English government. If it suffered the Nash' 
ville^ which had just burned an American merchant ship, 
to enter the harbor of Southampton, it only conformed in 
this to the rules of neutrality ; the Sumter has also been 
able to take shelter successively at Martinique, Cadiz, and 
Gibraltar, without authority having been given by the 
law of nations to the French, Spanish, or English govern- 
ments, to give her up to the American ships in pursuit 
of her. 

Even with respect to the export of arms and ammuni- 
tion to the rebellious South, the English government may 
maintain that it has strictly fulfilled its international obli- 
gation. I say " strictly," for it is certain that with a 
little good will, and by the terms of the Queen's proclama- 
tion, which forbade exportations of this nature, it might 
have succeeded in preventing whole fleets, under its eyes, 
in the midst of the Thames, and in sight of Downing 
street, from being loaded with arms, addressed to Charles- 
ton. In Canada, shipments of this sort have not ceased 
to take place. Would nothing have been obtained by 
repeated warnings, by the energetic manifestation of the 
blame that would be incurred by such operations ? In 
any case, patience has been carried somewhat far. 

This has also been true in other circumstances. When 
the outbreak of the rebellion took place in the South, 
impolitic men were found there who were not afraid of 
showing the horror inspired in them by abolition England. 
An English captain of a merchant vessel was tarred and 
feathered. Usually, the English government is most 
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prompt, for which I praise it, in avenging such insults ; 
it must have a public, striking reparation. What hap- 
pened this time ? The affair was brought by Mr. Dun- 
combe before the House of Commons, which found the 
thing amusing, since it burst into laughter. The ministry- 
talked of inquiry ; and the whole was doubtless ended by 
some trifling indemnity, accorded under the rose to the 
tarred and feathered captain. 

In the same manner, English subjects were enrolled 
by force in the Southern army, and English property was 
confiscated. "Was reclamation made ? I know not. One 
thing is certain ; noise was avoided. ' Impartiality, as it 
was then understood, exacted this caution. 

But when the point in question is to* estimate rightly 
the conduct of a country like England, we are not to rely 
upon considering the acts of government, but to read 
journals, to hear speeches, and to interrogate parties. 
The policy of the nation is formed there much more than 
in the council chamber of the ministry. 

The importance and influence of the Times are well 
known. The Times has given the tone, we may say, to 
English opinion with respect to America, and this from 
the beginning. From the first moment, it maintained, 
with that capricious abruptness for which it is distin- 
guished, that slavery had nothing to do with the separa- 
tion of the North and South, that the disruption was final, 
that it was desirable and right, that the Washington cab- 
inet was at once insane and criminal in fighting against 
the Richmond government, that abolition would speedily 
find its account in Southern independence, that the insur- 
gents had been raised by good right to the character of 
belligerents. 

Since opinion in England has shaken off its torpor, and 
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the prospect of an alliance with Jefferson Davis has 
aroused the pablic conscience, the Times has modified 
its bearing. "We have seen it, now recommending a sort 
of relative moderation in the Trent affiiir ; then return- 
ing to its former violence, and exploiting, with passionate 
injustice, the stone blockade of Charleston. Neverthe- 
less, upon the whole, it has become marvellously calm; 
it does not recommend the violation of the blockade, it 
has even published strong and noble words to demon- 
strate to the English that to cease now to recognize the 
blockade would be to degrade the national policy. Its 
theory, until further ordei'S, is absolute neutrality. 

It has even had a few satirical strokes here and there 
for the slave States; and no one has forgotten the article 
in which, recommending that no ovation should be pre- 
pared for Messrs. Mason and Slidell, it signified to them 
in fitting terms that England esteemed neither their cause 
nor their person, and that she would have done for " two 
negroes "" precisely what she had done for them. 

The Times is impartial in its way, for it spares no one. 
It is also impartial in a more honorable manner, inasmuch 
as it admits full liberty to its correspondents, who repair, 
in some degree, the harm produced by the leading editor- 
ship. 

This is essential; for the Times correspondents are 
often men of the greatest merit, and through them are 
pursued investigations full of energy, perseverance, and 
clearsightedness. Important services were thus rendered 
by the Times in the Crimean campaign, and even those 
who were angered by its articles were forced to admit 
that, without it, the reform of the military administration 
would not have taken place. 

JVIr. Russell, the Times correspondent in America, has 
followed and recounted the march of events with little 
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goodwill, doubtless, bat with a sincerity and talent which 
cannot be denied. His letters, nearly all of which have 
been copied by the American journals, have not been use- 
less to Mr. Lincoln's government. The admonitions 
therein are sometimes severe, but often salutary. With- 
out rendering — fax from it — full justice to the North, 
Mr. Russell is not at least among those who are mis- 
taken in the true causes of the war or the chances of suc- 
cess. He has the merit of cordially detesting the South 
and saying so. 

I nave been anxious to signalize this spirit of serious 
inquiry, this search into facts which characterizes the or- 
gan of the city, even at the times when it wanders most 
astray. It would be impossible for me to pay the same 
compliment to the journal which passes for expressing the 
ideas of Lord Palmerston. The 3foming Post has not 
extenuated, by the impartiality of its correspondence, the 
violence of its leading articles. To deny the successes of 
the North, to exaggerate with enthusiasm those of the 
South, to be irritated at every thing that could increase 
the chances of the Washington Government, to be indig- 
nant when the Orleans princes generously placed their 
swords at the service of the United States, frequently to 
announce recognition as almost certain, if not immediate, 
to deny the legality of the blockade, to discover in the 
obstruction of Charleston harbor a veritable cause of war, 
to renounce as tardily as possible the occasion furnished 
by the Trent^ and to seek directly for another to take its 
place, to give out the impression, in fine, that the patience 
of England is well-nigh exhausted; such are the principal 
features of a line of argument which has profoundly 
alarmed the friends of America, and no less profoundly 
grieved the friends of England. At times, it is true, the 
Morning Post has seemed to change tactics ; we have 
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seen it once offer resistance to those in too much haste, and 
the recent progress of public opinion has wrought a trans- 
formation in its editorship. Nevertheless, it has done 
immense harm, through the sole fact that men have 
thought that they saw in this editorship the more or less 
faithful reflection of the prime minister's ideas. This, 
perhaps, will be now denied ; I had rather, I confess, it 
had been denied a little sooner. 

As to the journals of the Tory party, their opinions 
cannot be doubtful — ^England must procure cotton, " by 
fair means or foul ;" such has been the profession of fiuth, 
brief and clear, of the Morning Herald, Toward the end 
of January, moreover, it demanded that ships-of-war 
should be stationed before all the Southern ports to 
insure freedom of trade to neutral merchant vessels t 

Has there been, then, no journal in England which has 
defended the right cause, and been faithful to the liberal 
traditions of the country ? Let us forbear to believe it. 
The Daily Nisws, which is regarded as the habitual organ 
of Earl Russell, the Star, the Globe, the Scotsman, the 
London Quarterlf/ Meview, and several others have op- 
posed the Times, the Morning Post, and the Morning 
Herald. The cheap press, whoso importance cannot be 
mistaken, has also declared itself, since the Trent affair, in 
favor of a less provoking and more courteous course of 
conduct. Decidedly, a reaction is becoming wrought, and 
principles are being arrayed in battle against interests, 
while waiting till men shall have learned fully to compre- 
hend that interests have no better allies than principles. 

It is a remarkable fact that the distinction of Whig 
and Tory, which tends to become effaced in the home 
policy of England, seems to preserve its full value with 
respect to America. The Tories on this point have learned 
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nothing, and forgotten nothing ; they are still with Lord 
Chatham, ordering himself carried to the House of Lords, 
and protesting with his dying voice against the proposi- 
tion to recognize the United States. The United States 
always represent in their sight a rebellion which must be 
punished, a republic which must be humiliated, a rival navy 
which must be weakened. One would call it an article of 
fiuth of the Quarterly RevieWy Blackwood*8 Magazine^ and 
their readers, that there is nothing good in the United 
States, that every American is a bankrupt, that the mob 
governs, that Lynch law is applied at the comer of every 
street, that the ridiculous and the odious jostle each 
other unceasingly in American society. The Tories once 
reproached Earl Russell for having abandoned "moral 
neutrality" by uttering a few words in Parliament on the 
abominations of slavery. On the occasion of the annual 
dinner of the Conservative Colchester Association, they 
attempted a great demonstration in favor of the South ; 
Captain Jervis openly proposed there to break the 
blockade, to support the slave States, and thus to put an 
end to the sufferings of the cotton manufacture. Despite 
the lesson which had been given them by public opinion, 
in which, it must be admitted, so emphatic a policy had 
found no support, a number of the leading members of 
the party. Sir John Packington, General Peel, Major 
Beresford, Lord Derby himself, and Mr. D'Israeli have, 
aome, encouraged the tendencies of Lord Palmerston, 

fc others, given out the impression that a Tory cabinet, not 
OOQtent with placing the South among belligerents, will 
manage ere long to give it a place among recognized 

y, Soremments. 

*; We know what passed at the dinner of the Fishmong- 

S** Corporation. This important body had invited Mr. 

[^ ^■**cey, the Commissioner sent to London by Jefferson 
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Davis. There, in the presence of a sympathizing assembly, 
amidst unanimous applause, this representative of the 
slave States could not forbear exclaiming : "The word 
America no longer represents a united people ; there now 
exist two American nationalities." Then, alluding to the 
name of rebels which the North pretended to apply to 
Southern men, he continued: "Thanks to this great 
English movement, promptly followed by France and 
Spain, justice and the sentiment of right have quickly 
effaced such a stigma &om our brows, and hero, at least, 
my fellow-countrymen are recognized as belligerents.'* 
He concluded by expressing the gratitude of the South 
for this prompt proclamation of its right : Bis dat qui cito 
dat — " Who gives quickly gives twice." And the assem- 
bly, which was not ignorant that the proclamation had 
been prompt indeed, responded by prolonged huzzas. 

At the other extremity of the political world, two 
radicals, Messrs. Roebuck and Lindsay, have shown no 
more good will for the North. Mr. Roebuck has applied 
himself to recalling the insolence, the presumption, the 
recent insults whereby America has alienated all the 
sympathies of England. As to Mr. Lindsay, the former 
guest of the United States, where he held a mission, ho 
appears to be one of those champions of free trade who 
inspire us with a horror of it by sacrificing thereto every 
other principle and every other liberty. lie does not 
wbh the blockade to be respected; he applauds the 
separation ; he admits that the South can arm a million 
men; he demands, in fine, that England shall proceed to 
official recognition. We will add that the Sunderland 
electors, until then, most lavish of applause, had the good 
sense to become indignant on hearing this conclusion, and 
courageously hissed their representative. 

My task would be too great were I to make the com- 
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plete round of these electoral banquets, where so many 
members of Parliament met before its opening to give 
their profession of faith respecting American affairs. 
These professions of faith bear a general resemblance to 
each other, in that the fact of separation is admitted as 
definitive, and that sympathy for a generous cause is 
entirely lacking ; but ordinarily the orators have taken 
care to predict the success of the South without counsel- 
ling England to aid it. Among the prophecies of which 
I speak, I shall cite that addressed at the end of last Sep- 
tember, by Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton to the Agricul- 
tural Society of Hertford County: " My young hearers of 
to-day will live long enough to see not two, but at least 
four independent republics, sprung from the United 
States." There is no feeling of hatred, moreover, among 
those who express themselves in this wise ; their motiv^es 
are in some sort geographical — ^nations too large never 
fail to become shattered. " I am far from thinking," he 
takes care to say, " that these separations must be pre- 
judicial to the destinies of America, or to that principle 
of self-government in which consists the essence of 
liberty." 

I need now, and also the reader, to hear some more 
generous accents. There have been men, thank God ! 
who have raised their voices to recall the true cause and 
the greatness of the American conflict, men who have 
not waited to declare themselves until the sudden change 
of public opinion which we have witnessed should be first 
produced. Without speaking of Messrs. Cobden and 
Bright, to whom we shall presently return in connection 
with the Trent affair, I may cite Messrs. Latham and Gil- 
pin, who have encouraged the North to show more and 
more that it is struggling against slavery, and have prom- 
ised it the increasing sympathies of England. Mr. Fors- 
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ter excl^med at Bradford: "It would be an eternal 
shame to England, were we to intervene for the South \/' 
and for slavery. It must not be forgotten that we shall 
act in this manner if we violate a legitimate blockade, or 
prematurely recognize the Southern Confederacy, con- 
trary to the law of nations." 

I like the speech made by Lord Stanley a few months 
since, at the court-house at Lynn. It is not the first 
time that the son of Lord Derby has acted, not only as a 
superior but a truly liberal man. Although admitting 
the probability of a final separation, his language breathes 
a lofty and cordial sympathy. We feel that he esteems 
this great people of the United States, and believes in its 
future. He brands the spiteful and petty passions which 
are indulged in with respect to it, and would abhor the 
idea of profiting by its embarrassment. 

If we listen now, at the same epoch, that is, before 
the opening of Parliament, to the members of the cabinet 
and the personages whose influence makes itself felt in the 
direction of public affairs, we shall remark anew this mix* 
ture of good and evil, this proclaimed indifference, this 
policy of provisory neutrality to which they seem to cling 
while awaiting better ; then other men here and there rep- 
resent the better feelings of the nation. 

Lord Palmerston clearly showed his icy coldness with 
respect to the North when, in his speech at Dover, he 
spoke of the " fast running which signalized the battle of 
Bull Run." Later, at the Lord Mayor's dinner, the 
prime minister expressed himself more becomingly — he 
pledged his country to patience, mourned over " this dif- 
ference of the most deplorable character between those 
whom we caU our cousins and allies," and offered up the 
most ardent wishes for peace, refusing, however, to pass 
any judgment on the quarrel. 
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Lord John Russell was less prudent, because his mind 
was more liberal. He did not fear to pass judgment in 
the House of Commons on the quarrel, openly accuang 
and anathematizing slavery, while adding that^ in his 
opinion, other reasons, those of supremacy, had played 
the chief part. «At Newcastle he manifested real interest 
'in the United States. ^It would be a great misfortune," 
he exclaimed, " if this finee government were to crumble 
away.'* 

Mr. Gladstone has also spoken ; his address at Leith 
will remain as a shining condemnation of the passions 
which so nearly gave birth to war. He rec<^nizes the 
noble conduct of Mr. Lincoln's government, to which ho 
wbhcs justice to be rendered, and considers it a duty to 
labor to maintain or reestablish the relations, not of peace 
only, but of reciprocal affection between the United 
States and England. 

I conclude on this point by citing a few excellent 
words, addressed by the Duke of Argylo to his tenants : 

"Fears have been recently expressed on the subject 
of the inconveniences which must result to our country 
from the struggle which has broken out in America, and 
these inconveniences are deemed so grave that there is 
talk of asking the government to intervene. ... I 
have too high an opinion of the good sense of the people 
of this country to believe that it will wish to exercise 
such a pressure on the government, and I should add that 
I have too great confidence in the firmness and intelli- 
gence of the government and parliament, to believe that 
they will ever consent to such a pressure. . . . We 
will not look at the question of what is called the right 
of secession. No country has ever existed, to my knowl- 
edge, admitting that a part of it had a right to secede and 
abstract itself from its domination. ... If the South- 
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em States, as they loudly proclaim, believe that slavery 
is by no means an evil which should be tolerated only 
and made to cease as speedily as possible, but a divine insti- 
tution, a benefaction to humanity, which should be main- 
tained and extended, and defended till death, then it is 
natural that the South should rise for its protection. But 
in this, as in all other revolutions, those who take part in 
it should be finally judged by the verdict of humanity. . 
. . We certainly wish most ardently that the struggle 
may promptly cease ; but there is, I must acknowledge, 
another wish which should stand before this in our hearts 
— ^that the end of this war, at whatever moment it may 
come, whether sooner or later, may be worthy of the 
sacrifices which it has exacted, that it may cooperate in 
the civilization of the world and advance the cause of 
human liberty." 

If every one wishes neutrality, if every one continues 
to wish for peace, I affirm at least that every one has not^ 
wished neutrality and peace in the same manner. One 
wishes them in the manner of the Morning Post^ and 
another in that of the Daily News ; one in the manner 
of Lord Palmerston, and another in that of Lord Stanley, 
Mr. Gladstone, and the Duke of Argyle. 

The fact is,thatof the two nations which coexist in Eng-^ 
land, the less good is the one which, for the past year, has ' 
directed or inspired the relations with the United States. 
Distrust, refusal of sympathy, the theory of belligerents, 
neutrality coupled with indifference, the unceasing dis- 
covery of new grievances, tha perpetual threat of South- 
em recognition, the passionate, and in some sort eager 
exploitation of incidents which might lead to a rupture, 
the far from touchinc: resignation to the horrible conse- 
quences which this rupture would entail — such is what 
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haa been seen among Englishmea under the gnidanco of 
this first nation. 

What a change eince the other nation has appeared ! 
'Trbe victory,, we have a right to affirm from this time, 
will belong to the England of the Bible, to that which 
the Southern journals have dreaded and anathematized 
irom the beginning of the conflict. " We ahoutd be sure 
of winning it," they said then, " through cotton and free 
trade, were it not for the fanaticism against slavery 
which may put a check on the friendly dispodtion of the 
British government." They were not mistaken ; to those 
who have examined it without prejudice, Christian and 
liberal England has never so far hidden itself that they 
have not felt its presence and foreseen its speedy awaking. 

This will be one of the strangest and at the same time 
noblest struggles of our times. The cotton crisis on one 
side, the Gospel and liberty on the other. Which will 
win ? The answer at first seems doubtful, but it will not 
long seem so. The true sympathies go to the North ; 
no one can longer contest it. Before every thing, justice, 
before every thing, humanity, before every thing, duty! 
England will not be made an ally of Jeflerson Davis ; 
decidedly, this will not be done. The South, which has 
diverted itself greatly on the scoreof philanthropists, is in 
the way to learn at its expense, that their power surpasses 
that of the Times and of Lord P.ilmerston. 

Through the sorrow which the attitude of England 
has caused ns during the past year, we experience a secret 
consolation in verifying that Christian and liberal opinion, 
oven when torpid, lias nevertheless commanded respect. 
Despite cotton, despite free trade, despite the annoyances 
of a blockade which daily clashed with the interests and 
pride of the English, a blockade insufficient in the begm- 
ning, and which confiscated a considerable number of the 
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ships of Manchester and Liverpool, there has been in the 
heart of this energetic community, a sentiment which no 
one, let him have wished it as he may, has dared offend 
too strongly. Every thing has been attempted; but 
whenever there has been question of exceeding certain 
limits and really sust^ing the South, an obstacle has 
always been raised, a veto has always made itself heard. 
England, in fine, has remained nAitral, in spite of all the 
motives which urged her to be otherwise; the moral 
sentiment, upon the whole, has won a victory. 

I wish no proof of this from what has passed in those 
manu&cturing centres on which reposed the hopes of the 
South. By their advances, they had long relieved the 
slaveholders ; the election of Mr. Lincoln had been wel- 
comed by them with a sort of stupor ; they trembled for 
slavery, the progranmie of secession was not perhaps un- 
known to them. Yet such is the power of abolition 
opinion in England, that even here retrograde tendencies 
have not succeeded in taking form. On the arrival of 
the new Minister of the United States, Mr. Adams, the 
Liverpool Chamber of Commerce received him w^ith con- 
gratulations. When the incident of the TVent threatened 
to bring about war, a numerous gathering assembled at 
Birmingham, with the mayor at its head, and adopted a 
memorial in favor of arbitration. Again, the other day, the 
annual meeting of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce 
famished to the " cotton princes " the natural occasion for 
supporting the policy of intervention. What did they 
do, on the contrary ? They were unanimous in disavow- 
ing it. Not a person was found among them who deem- 
ed it proper to declaim against the blockade. Yes, 
at Manchester, at Liverpool, at Birmingham, at South- 
ampton, the generous impulse of minds is also going 
forth; the true English opinion is reappearing; the 
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public conscience feels itself wounded by the system of 
chicanery which has lately endeavored to turn to ac- 
count, now the blockade, then the stone fleet, then some- 
thing else. 

I do not mean to say that, in a few months, when the 
sufferings of manufacturers shall have still further in- 
creased,* formidable impatience may not be manifested. 
It will be then, perhfcps, exclaimed: "We detest the 
cause of the South, and we have proved it ; but necessity 
has no law. Although we may have no right to interfere 
against those whose principles are our own, nevertheless 
the patience of our workmen is at an end. They are 
dying of hunger ; the war in America must end ; cotton 
must be restored to us; with peace, prosperity must 
spring up anew, and the consumers of the New World 
resume their place in the markets." 

Such is the language which, doubtless, will some day 
be held, if the United States do not make haste to win 
decisive advantages ; but, in the mean time, a very differ- 
ent language is held, and we should applaud it. England 
is becoming herself again. 

I have spoken of Birmingham, Manchester, and Liv- 
erpool, I might have likewise cited London. Without de- 
signing, indeed, to mention here all the English meet- 
ings, how can I forbear recalling the first that took place 
in the most populous quarters of the capital ? The one 
held at Lambeth, early in December, voted an address 
by acclamation, demanding that the difference of the 

* Although great, they are not yet what they threaten to become in 
future. Cotton has not failed hitherto ; Havre and Liverpool have oven 
exported it to America. But the deai*th will show itself ere long in all 
its horror, unless the maritime positions, of which the North have just 
taken possession, give an outlet to cotton, and the discouraged South 
cease to prohibit its exportation. 
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TVent should be submitted to an arbitration ; the other, 
held at Mary-le-Bone more recently, adopted the follow- 
ing resolution : 

^' ... It is incumbent on this meeting to express the 
sympathies of the working men for the United States in 
the gigantic struggle which they are sustaining for the 
maintenance of the Union ; to denounce to the world the 
disgraceful arguments of the Times and its contemporaries, 
organs of the aristocracy in favor of slavery ; and to com- 
mend to the energetic expounders of public opinion the 
scrupulous interpretation of the doctrine of non-interven- 
tion in the affairs of the United States, and, also, the 
measure which, by means of conunissioners especially ap- 
pointed for each State, submits to arbitration all differ- 
ences that may arise." 

If I do not approve all the tendencies expressed or 
supposed in this resolution, ^^ addressed to the cabinet at 
Washington as being the expression of the sentiments 
and opinions of the working classes in England,'' I find 
it none the less remarkable that the working men thus 
rebel w4th energy against the policy of intervention 
which pretends to serve their interests. There is here a 
symptom of moral resurrection, the weight of which can- 
not be mistaken. 

It was also among the t^orking population that the 
meeting was held at Rochdale, where the speech of Mr. \ 
Bright and the letter of Mr. Cobden protested against a 
warlike policy, impatient of all delay and all arbitration, 
and accepting without a frown the chance of striking 
hands in the South with slavery. 

Other protests are beginning to rise up on all sides. 
We know what was the Guy Fawkcs of 1862 : upon the 
efligy was read in large letters : Jefferson Davis^ dedUr 
in slavery. 
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Scotland has naturally distinguished herself. There, 
too, the great manufacturing qities have held to the honor 
of repudiating the tendencies which had been attributed 
to them. Glasgow, one of the first, has voted an address 
in favor of peace with the United States. 

In blaming England, (and we are to blame her, though 
she has been better than her policy during the past year,) 
in blaming England, it is important not to forget that, de- 
spite her faults, she has always contained within herself 
an element of resistance to evil, the influence of which 
has made itself felt. The Anglophobic declaimers forget 
this, and the consequence is that they are not in a condi- 
tion to offer any explanation of it. 

Why, for example, has Mr. Gregory, the champion 
of the South in the House of Commons, himself recoiled 
during the last session, nor dared make his famous speech, 
so much talked of in advance ? TVhy have the splendid 
offers of Jefferson Davis — freedom of trade, freedom of 
unborn children, and all that thenceforth ensues — not suc- 
ceeded in making themselves welcomed in any measure or 
in any form ? Why has the system of non-intervention 
definitively supplanted the militant feeble desires which 
preceded, accompanied, and followed the Trent affair ? 
Why has the chicanery against the blockade given place 
to the most inoffensive measure which closes English 
ports to armed vessels, and is about to deprive maritime 
cities of the chance spectacle of a naval battle ? Why 
would any one be sure, or very nearly so, of being foiled 
in parliament, who should say there : " The South must 
be recognized ; at least an end must be put to this war ; 
our manufactories are standing still ; we have therefore 
a right to regulate the affairs of America." Wliy did 
the speech of Mr. Massey receive without delay, and 
in Manchester itself, this crushing response : " I believe 
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that I speak in the name of nineteen out of twenty of onr 
manu^tnrers when I declare that we do not wish the aid 
which Mr. Massey would like to give us " ? Why the 
indignation at the idea of a war with the United States 
through commiseration for the sufferings of the cotton 
manoj&cture ? Because the true sentiments of Ensrland 
may have been veiled for a moment, but have not been 
destroyed. 

Upon the whole, were it necessary to state in a few 
words the inference to be drawn from this chapter, I 
should say that the English have been guilty above all ^"^ 
of indifference. And this crime is not small ! They, the 
standard-bearers of negro liberty, they who, in such a mat- 
ter, had charge of aoida^ have for long months disappointed 
the hopes of the entire world ; they have suffered much 
harm to be done in their name ; little was wanting — and 
only the goodness of God has preserved us from such a 
misfortune — for them to have drawn the sword against 
Lincoln for Jefferson Davis ; they have inflicted upon us, 
their friends, one of the bitterest deceptions that we have 
ever encountered in our career. What matters it there- 
fore to us whether they have or have not had to combat 
designs conceived by other powers in fiivor of the viola- 
tion of the blockade or Southern recognition ? If they 
have opposed them, it was because it was their nature to 
do it. It was so truly their mission that we should hard- 
ly know how to give them credit for having fulfilled it. 
So long as they have not done something better, so long 
as their warm sympathies have not come to the encourage- 
ment of those struggling for a good cause, we shall not 
offer them the insult of praising them. 

6 



CHAPTER m. 

TBUB MOTTYES OF THB CONDUCT OF ENGLAND. 

It is the characteristic of legitimate conclusions that 
they deduce themselves, it being necessary only to point 
them out. Thus, everywhere in this study, as I need not 
weary the reader by repeating, the marvellous power of 
principles breaks forth to the sight. If Europe had obeyed 
them, if England had listened to them, what a transforma- 
tion would there have been in the policy followed ! As 
soon as the positions again become simple, difficult ques- 
tions are resolved, the chances of war recede, crises lose 
their violence, the standard of morality becomes elevated. 
At the same time, let us not forget, interests recover the 
satisfaction to which they have a right. Nothing is so 
beneficent as justice, nothing is so useful (I underline the 
word) as integrity ; between principles and interests, the 
opposition is never real. 

Therein is the fundamental idea which I should like to 
see evolved from my work, although I do not dream 
indeed of establishing it doctorally. How many times 
already have we been led to its verification ; men have 
thought to serve commerce, by trampling upon principles, 
and they have disserved it ; they have thought to gain 
money, and they have lost it ; they have sought to 
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bring aboQt peace, and they have gone on toward war. 
** The more we avoid interference, the shorter will be the 
struggle," this saying was not invented by cabinet theo- 
rists, it has come to us from practical men, from great 
English manufacturers. They have perceived by degrees 
that a war for cotton would give but little cotton, and 
would not aid in the establishment of American consump- 
tion. Of the two causes of commercial suffering in 
Europe, the failure of cotton, and the fiilure of the 
markets, it would do little toward relieving the first, and 
would surely aggravate the second. 

This leads me to examine more closely whether it be 
true, as is pretended, that the interests of commerce and 
manni^ustures have been almost the only motive power 
of England in the policy pursued by her during the past ^ 
year with respect to the United States. A great deal has 
been said about cotton and calico I calico has been con- 
cerned in the matter, I doubt not ; but there has been 
something else beside ; reasons, if not more important, at 
least more elevated, have contributed their full part in 
determining the attitude of the English people. It is 
only just to show this — it is both just and salutary ; for 
the better it is known, the better will it be comprehended, 
and the better also will reciprocal anituosities be calmed. 

As to cotton, I am far from believing that a wise gov- 
ernment ought not to take considerations of this nature 
into account. In a country where the working of cotton 
turns thirty million spindles, and gives the means of exist- 
ence to nearly four million laborers, it would be a strange 
magnanimity that should take high ground above tlie suf. 
ferings of these men, women, and children. Material in- 
terests as much as you please! They translate them* 
selves into physical and moral miseries. Cotton become 
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scarce ends by being regarded in the same light as other 
provisions in a famished garrison. Here are workmen la- 
boring but three days, two days, one day, perhaps, in a 
week ; others who are without any work at all, and have 
no other resources than the gifts of charity. 

Let us hasten to say that this charity is admirable, 
and that the resignation of the workmen is no less so. 
They themselves have recognized the necessity of intro- 
ducing reduced days' work, short timCy into the manufac- 
/> tories ; they have murmured neither against their masters 
nor the United States, and we have seen in what terms 
they have addressed the Americans. 



^ 



[^ Government has only to follow their example. While 
neglecting nothing, as is its duty, to alleviate and abridge 
the crisis, it should comprehend that to endure such a 
crisis for such a cause would be to effect immense prog- 
ress. There is here wherewith to tempt the best ambi- 
tion of England. It is unceasingly repeated that this age 
is an age of cotton, that cotton rules, that cotton is king ; 
the question is to prove these assertions to be untrue. Ex- 
posed to the most formidable temptation that a manufac- 
turing nation can encounter, it would be glorious to look 
it in the face, and go straight forward on its way. 

The United States, in this respect, set a great example 
to Europe. Their factories at Lowell are suffering no less 
than those at Manchester and Mulhouse. No matter; 
duty has spoken, a noble cause must be sustained ; they 
will accept the suffering, all classes will submit to extend- 
ed privations, and we shall see the uprising of a great 
people. 

England, it may be believed, would have more easily 
consented to take part in the sacrifice ; she would have 
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admitted with a better grace the excellence of the end 
toward which the Americans were proceeding, if the nn* 
lucky adoption of a new tariff had not occurred to bring 
into discredit, as it were, in the nick of time, the incipient 
administration of Mr. Lincoln. 

It was just at the very moment of the triumph of free- 
trade — a free-tradist myself and a free-tradist of yester- 
day, I have the right to speak — and to many the eco- 
nomical dogma which, after having prevailed in England, 
had just dictated the commercial treaty with France, took 
the lead of every other truth. 

Although the Morrill tariff was not much more protec- 
tive, in fact, than the new French-English tariff; neverthe- 
less, its appearance, just at the rising in arms of the 
South, did incalculable harm in England. Even friends, 
I cite the Daily Newa^ seemed also transformed into en- 
emies. 

Men accused Mr. Lincoln, forgetting how these events 
had transpired. While Mr. Lincoln was on his way from 
Springfield to Washington, ho was asked, at a great meet- 
ing at Pittsburgh, what he thought of the Morrill tariffl 
He replied that it ought to be postponed till the next 
session of Congress. Eight days afterward. Congress 
adopted the bill without waiting for the ensuing session, 
and Mr. Buchanan signed it without waiting for his suc- 
cessor. One would have said that he was in haste to be- 
queath him one difficulty more. 

The South, which men are seeking to make the repre- 
sentative of free-trade, need have said but one word to 
its docile servant, Mr. Buchanan, to prevent him from 
giving his signature. It must be remembered besides, 
that the tariff of 1842, one of the most protective ever 
passed in the United States, was supported by the vote 
of the Soath. It must be also remembered that the free- 
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trade of the Sonth has hitherto figured only ia ita plans, 
and in European negotiations. The tariff of 1857, adopt- 
ed by the Montgoiaery CoDgresB, does not pass for a 
model of commercial freedom, and Jefferson Davis has 
taken care to join to it exportation duties whiuh are 
truly enorraoos. 

I do not impute this to it as a crime. When we have 
great expenses on our hands, we most make money of 
every thing. This expl^ns, let us say in passing, the con- 
duct which has been maintained at Washington. Under 
the presence of financial embarrassments, the government 
has suflfered itself to believe (how many enlightened coun- 
tries commit the same error !) that by increasing the 
duties, the receipts would increase, whence arose the 
new bill passed during the war. It did not remem- 
ber that, in custom-house matters, two and two never 
make four. But patience ! adversaries of the prohibitory 
system are not lacking in the United States ; it will not be 
long before the aggravation of the Slorrill tariff, subjected 
to the test of trial, will be attacked on different sides. I 
would not be astonished if the Morrill tariff itself, a 
suicidal tariS^ to use the expression of Mr. Motley, should 
speedily give way to a decidedly liberal measure. 

But neither cotton nor the tariff can explain the un- 
kindly, almost malevolent feeling which has repressed for 
long months the true sentiments of England. Whence 
comes this icy coldness? Whence came, at the first news 
of the seizure of the commissioners, these bursts of vehe- 
ment indignation? 

It must be admitted that it was the overflowing of a 
full cnp. The point in question was to chastise Yankee 
insolence once for all. 

The Americans, we admit, have ofkea been very arro- 
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gmnt toward the English. They have shown themselves 
provoking and unjust. But what Americans ? those of 
the North or the South ? It would be rather strange to 
make friends atone for the wrongs of enemies. Now, 
whoever has penetrated beneath appearances sees that 
the North has never ceased to be attached to England at 
heart ; it was the South that detested it. It was the 
South that, resting upon its cotton, believed itself able to 
brave every thing against it. It was under the rule of 
Southern men that those acts of violence were committed 
— the bombardment of Greytown, placed under English 
protection, the dismissal of the English ambassador during 
the Russian war, the occupation of the island of San Juan. 

All this may be traced to Southern policy, a policy 
founded on the violation of international right, on the 
contempt for foreign nations, on the necessity of making 
conquests for slavery, an odious policy, of which the filli- 
busters of Walker were the worthy agents, and the Ostend 
manifesto the glorious formula. Mark that this policy 
had as its fundamental article, the hatred of England, 
abolition England, liberal England, conservative England. 

By what strange mistake have our neighbors beyond 
the channel placed to the account- of the North what 
belonged essentially to the South? Doubtless, the North 
too had been more than once implicated ; it had more- 
over its democratic party in close alliance with the South. 
But under the surface, often rough, attentive observers 
discover something else. A moment's reflection will be 
sufficient to see that, once in conflict with the South, the 
North would seek in England its natural outside support. 

To sustain the South in order the better to revenge the 
humiliations inflicted by the South, to grant the prayers , 
of Mr. Davis and Mr. Mason in order the better to punish 
the system of which Messrs. Davis and Mason had been 
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the most ardent representatives, surprises me, I acknowl- 
edge. It is a new example of the power of words. The 
word " United States," is enough with many ; it was the 
United States hj whom they were offended ; it is the 
United States that must pay for the offence. 

I shall not enter upon the examination of these real or 
feigned offences. I believe that England has self-respect 
enough not to show herself less patient toward America 
weak, than she did toward America strong. I think that 
she knows how to rank in their proper place, many pre- 
tended wrongs, veritable commercial gossip, words attrib- 
uted to such or such a statesman, speeches made in the 
heat of an election, the passing and unimportant excesses 
of a noisy and democratic regime. 

As to the concessions which she has made, far from 
considering them humiliating, I regard them as among 
her brightest claims to honor. Face to face to a quarrel- 
some government which, under the constantly dominant 
influence of the South, conducted the affairs of the Union, 
England has known how to show herself moderate. So 
much the better! She has given way, she says, eight 
times in twenty-five years. What does it matter? I 
ask for real reasons of regret. Would it have been 
better to break with America than to settle the questions 
of Oregon, Maine, and San Juan as she has done? 

The fact remains unhappily certain, that the proceed- 
ings of the American government have been often of a 
nature to irritate England. We, Frenchmen, will not 
refuse to comprehend national susceptibilities. They have 
played a much greater part than has been imagined in 
the misunderstanding of the last year. They have ren- 
dered in some measure plausible the suppositions of those 
who say, " The act of Captain Wilkes is grave in our eyes, 
only because we see in it the inevitable and long foreseen 
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condosion of a policy hostile to England. Has not Mr. '^ 
Seward himself made speeches in his time worthy of 
the most palmy days of American arrogance? Has he 
not designated Canada as the possible compensation for 
the loss of the South ? The plan was fixed or nearly so. 
Knowing that we should be attacked, could we scruple 
much in becoming ourselves the assailants? 

I understand the sentiment that is thus expressed ; it 
may have existed, but is about to disappear. The IVerU 
affair has rent asunder many veils, and laid bare many 
positions ; the two peoples have seen each other, perhaps 
for the first time, in their true colors. Behind the blind 
transports of the moment, America has perceived the 
lasting affection of liberal Englishmen for the cause which 
she b miuntaining ; behind the declamations of the occa- 
sion, England has perceived the attachment of a friendly 
and sister nation. Henceforth, I hope, the monopoly will 
be left to Southern statesmen, Mr. Toombs, for example, 
of those malignant attacks in which he formerly excelled, 
when he declared on the floor of Congress that it was his 
ambition to cover the Atlantic with armed steamers in 
order to humble Great Britain. 

I would go too far, doubtless, were I to afiirra that 
many Englishmen, on their side, were moved by the desire 
of humbling the United States. It is notwithstanding 
incontestable that English policy has inherited the maxim 
from the last century, which clear-sighted men reject, but 
which has its effect upon the crowd, that the maritime 
preponderance of England exacts the abasement of the 
United States. 

There are men in England who detest Americans as 
cordiaUy as their ancestors did at the close of the Revo- 
lutionary war. There are some who regard as a great 

C* 



130* ENGLAND. 

advantage the coexistence of two rival races, constantly 
engaged in strife, and annulling each other. There are 
some who have a vision of a protectorate in the South, or 
even a monarchical establishment under an English prince, 
with a national church and all its appendages ; yes, the 
united kingdom of England, Ireland, and America ap- 
pears to have mirrored itself before some imaginations. 

All this must enter into the computation when we 
would explain the impulses of the public mind. I take 
care, moreover, not to stop at considerations of this kind. 
Although future danger of interference from the Amer- 
ican navy may be taken in earnest by the majority of 
English statesmen, I do not think that such a motive had 
a marked influence on their attitude. It is more probable 
that, in the recent complications called forth by the war, 
they have found a natural occasion to put Canada in a 
state of defence, or to display the immense maritime re- 
sources of their country. 

I cannot help believing that they have also found oc- 
casion therein to obtain another kind of success. The 
cabinet lived by expedients, the majority was reduced to 
the most alarming proportions. Lord Palmerston saw 
the session approaching without having yet discovered 
means to strengthen his position. Suddenly, an over- 
whelming majority presented itself; the Tories promised 
their support ; the Morning Ilerakl pledged it solemnly 
in their name, provided Lord Palmerston showed no 
weakness toward the United States ; it was a party stroke, 
and the long parliaments of the American war seemed 
about to begin anew. "With the war, all serious opposi- 
tion, for the moment at least, would cease ; the national 
excitement would give birth to a sort of unanimity ; all 
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refbmui and all qnestioiiB difficnlt of solntion would fsH to 
the second place. 

If we add to this, that, nnfortxmately for Englishmen, 
they are far from examining their foreign with as mnch 
independence as their home afEairs, that they are accus- 
tomed on this point to follow their government at first 
with ahnost blind docility, and to criticize later, too late, 
when the nation is at strife, and you will comprehend that 
the right of the parliamentary session and the triumphant 
majority may have contributed, unknown to the English 
people and the ministers themselves, to the rigidity that 
has been introduced into American relations. 

But let us come to a more justifiable and also, I am 
convinced, more real motive. If there had been nothing 
but cotton, or the tariff, or the fear excited by a hostile ' 
navy, or the remembrance of a vexatious quarrel or un- 
friendly measures, or the desire of settling old accoxmts 
and preventing hostile designs, or the tempting chance of. 
securing an election, neither the English nor their govern- 
ment would have acted as they have done. 

Their great motive, their great excuse, shall I say, has 
been that, for many years past and with increasing vio- ' 
lence, English institutions have been attacked in the name 
of those of America. The United States have become an ■ 
engine of war, a battering-ram hurled unceasingly against 
their ramparts. 

) One might be irritated for less cause. What thence 
ensued? In the embarrassment of the United States, 
England saw at first only the embarrassment of a republic ; '. 
in the failure of the American cause, she saw the failure 
of Mr. Bright and the radical party. The controversy has 
been continued in this manner through events and by 
events. The more the embarrassment increased on the 
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Other side the Atlantic, the more was the rejoicing, on 
this side, for having a throne and a House of Lords. 

I, certainly, would not be the one to regret that the 
English republicans should receive such a lesson ; I know 
of few enemies more dangerous to liberty. Let the consti- 
tutional monarchy be defended against them to extremity, 
let the levelling tendencies of the Manchester school be 
repelled afar ; nothing is better or more lawful. I can 
even understand how the TimeSj somewhat exaggerating 
the natural instruction furnished by the American crisis, 
exclaims by way of conclusion : " If royalty did not exist, 
we would be forced to create it." 

But, this concession once made to an enthusiasm which 
is far from surprising me, are we not justified in regret- 
ting that we could not have deemed it possible to be at 
once strongly attached to English institutions and strongly 
sympathetic with the American cause ? 

I seek in vain to discover the incompatibility of the 
two sentiments. What ! are the friends of constitutional 
monarchy reduced to living by the failures of the repub- 
lican system ? What ! if there should be somewhere a 
prosperous republic, would constitutional monarchy no 
longer have a right to subsist ? 

The men who have just entered their protest in Eng- 
land, thank God ! against the fleeting errors of public 
opinion, are somewhat prouder and surer of their convic- 
tions. As much attached as any one to the institutions 
of their country, they know how to admit that other 
countries may have other institutions. If republicans 
succeed in resolving the true problem of liberty in Switz- 
erland or America, they will be rejoiced instead of grieved 
thereby, and will be only the more devoted to their mon- 
archy and parliament. To them, English institutions are 
not at the mercy of events, depending on the failure or 
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success of some other form of government. With an 
assurance that is not devoid of pride, they contemplate 
their liberal loyalty, their aristocracy always ready to 
sacrifice its prejudices or interests at need, to decree 
Catholic emancipation or the abolition of the protective 
system, their powerful nation, in fine, securing the triumph 
of public opinion through elections, the press, and the jury, 
and they challenge the whole world to inspire them with 
the desire of political revolution. 

Such has been the great motive of the English people. ^ 
Let us add, to render it complete justice, that jaEfin.t wo 
essential points, si^cere^prejjidices, as unconquerable as 
sincere, have formed an obstacle hitherto to the sympa- 
thies upon which America seemed able to count. These 
prejudices, the value of which I shall have to weigh care- 
fully in the third part of my work, must be mentioned in 
this place, in order to take into account the sum total of 
the motive powers which have determined the attitude 
of England. 

In the first place, the separation of the South was held v^ 
at once to be definitive and irremediable. This admitted, 
a practical nation, wliich makes few theories and has 
great respect for facts, was naturaUy led to hold in con- 
tempt or even hatred, so many efforts essayed to attain a 
chimerical end. The war was nothing longer but a crim- 
inal and costly folly, in which it was impossible to be 
interested. " The Union is gone." Such was the orack 
uttered by the TlmeSy that political Bible of so many * :. 
Englishmen. Thenceforth, all remained convinced that 
there were two nations in America instead of a single one ; 
the great question was decided in advance in favor of the 
South ; its quality of belligerent appeared reasonable, 
while waiting till it should be recognized. 
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When we set out with a conviction like this, we are 
usually little disposed to accept any thing which would 
call our axioms in question, and force us to recommence 
our calculations. Here is a &ct accomplished ; let no one 
make any change therein, or we shall be disappointed. 

A second oracle, no less infallible, was uttered, and its 
influence has been immense. — ^The North, it was said, is 
as indifferent to slavery as the South ; the point in ques* 
tion between them is supremacy, political domination. 

This once granted, the consequences unfolded of 
themselves. The great liberal and Christian party re- 
mained immovable, the men most known for their aboli- 
tion sentiments openly refused to call or preside over 
meetings against the South. This forbearance was car- 
ried so far that prayers began to be offered for the success 
of the most iniquitous compromises, the peace conference, 
and the Crittendeh measure. Through misapprehension 
of America, England bad ceased to be England. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



THE TRENT. 



OuB study would remain incomplete if we did not 
glance at the incident which lately had nearly produced 
a rupture between England and the United States. It is 
prccbely because the Trent affair is ended that it is im- 
portant to treat of it ; we are sure of doing so now dis- 
passionately. And what instruction it has to furnish us ! 
Nothing could replace it in this respect. Here alone we 
have before us facts and not conjectures ; here alone we 
see unfolded with freedom, and in some sort with sin- 
cerity, the policy adopted at the beginning of the crisis. 
Thanks to the Trent afiair, we know where it leads, what 
consequences it accepts, and to what sentiments it appeals. 

The Trent aSSair casts a brilliant light upon the value 
of principles and importance of interests which are sacri- 
ficed by mistaking them. As truly as justice begets peace, 
so truly does it lead to war — ^the expression is not strong 
enough — to the state of toar, to lasting and long-lived ha- 
treds, where right is trodden under foot and violence is 
done to sympathies. 

I shall take care, therefore, not to neglect a subject 
of such prime importance. If the question concerned the 
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past alone, it might he, perhaps, neglected, althongb the 
lesBonsof the past have their valae; bat the future ia also 
in qaeetion. The Trent affair, which had nearly been 
the means of nniversol destruction, may be the providea- 
tial means of universal Bofety. It has been, as it were, a 
great liquidation of the English policy in America, Mat- 
ters have been explained, men have seen where they were 
going, practical conclusions have been abruptly brought 
into comparison with theories. The two countries, at the 
Bame time, have learned to know each other better ; in- 
stead of the loose government which had been depicted 
to us, we have encountered at Washington an enlighten- 
ed, prudent administration, very far from receiving its 
orders from the mob. In learning to distrust the descrip- 
tions presented to it, English opinion has reconquered its 
full liberty of judgment. Who knows whether the sup- 
pression of the rebellion be really impossible? ^VHio 
knows whether slavery be not really in question ? AU 
sorts of interrogations are made, the awakening ia effect- 
ed, the true England has appeared. 

It was time to awake. After having believed for a 
year that it would be called upon only to pout at America, 
it suddenly perceived that the question was to declare 
war against it ; an vltimatum had just aet out for 
Washington. 

Between great, between sister nations, this was a 
strange beginning. It is scarcely the usage, as the word 
itself implies, to begin with an tdtimatum ; that is, to be- 
gin with the end. Usually, when there has been a mia- 
understandiog, an act to be regretted, especially when this 
act involves a part of the right of nations which is still 
obscure, the natural beginning is a demand for explana- 
tion of intentions, and of reparation of wrong, without 
coupling it with an immediate menace of rupture. 
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I am not ignorant that Lord Russell by his recom- 
mendations, and Lord Lyons by his measures, softened, as 
much aa possible, the odious character of the ultimatum. 
Public opinion, moreover, was aroused in Europe with 
unforeseen rapidity ; the precipitation of the measures 
adopted at London was judged severely ; the clause con- 
cerning apology was also abandoned in iact. But it is no 
less incredible that it figured in the original programme. 
Little children are made to ask pardon, the humiliation 
of apology is inflicted on countries without regular gov- 
ernment, on Turks and savages ; between nations which 
respect each other mutually, it is always deemed sufficient 
satis&ction to repair the wrong and deny the hostile 
intention. 

Certain English journals have maintained that Europe 
approved of these summary proceedings ! Just the contrary 
is true. On seeing such haste and so haughty a proclama- 
tion of indisputable exigence, on seeing the idea of an 
impious war accepted with so much readiness by some, 
and so much ill-dissembled joy by others, Europe declared 
without circumlocution or reserve, that if England were not 
miraculously rescued from her own enterprise, if she drew 
the sword against the North in the capacity of an ally of 
the South, she would destroy with her own hands her 
chief claim to the respect of the civilized world. 

The language on this point was the same at Paris, 
Berlin, St. Petersburg, Vienna, and Turin. As they were 
unanimous in deciding the technical question of right 
against America, so were they unanimous in deciding the 
moral question against England. To recognize the tech- 
nical right in favor of England, was to recognize the 
right of neutrals against her. Who is simple enough to 
be astonished at the eagerness displayed here by the 
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other powers? Bnt English demands gfuned little in 
general opinion by taking the wounding form of an ulti- 
matum, even though the most courteous of ultimatums. 

This form would be justifiable only in a single case — 
that of a premeditated insult to the English flag. The 
Morning Post is so conscious of this that it has endeav- 
ored to propagate, in England and elsewhere, absurd 
tales which for a moment almost passed for realities: 
The United States are seeking a pretext to declare war 
against England ! This is evident from the policy of Mr. 
Seward ! Being unable to succeed with the South, he 
has resolved to stretch a helping hand to it, and to seal 
the new friendship by a common invasion of Canada. 

Thus, the question of right, insufficient to explain the 
despatch of an ultimatum, disappears behind another 
grave question. The act of Captain Wilkes ceases to be 
any thing else than the last of a series of hostile measures, 
designed to bring about a war. A little sooner or a little 
later — what mattered it thenceforth ? Was it not bet- 
ter to foil American Machiavelism ? Was it not wise 
to choose one's own time, instead of awaiting inevitable 
aggression ? 

To support these fine fancies, people were not con- 
tent with accumulating a host of grievances and signs ; 
they affirmed that the seizure of the commissioners on 
board the English packet had been deliberated in council, 
and thus, as it were, erected into a system. " See the 
James Adger^^^ they exclaimed, " despatched to do in the 
very waters of Europe what the San Jacinto has done in 
the waters of Cuba !" 

Now, it is found, not only that it had never occurred 
to any one to seize the commissioners on board an Eng- 
lish packet, but that the San Jacinto had acted thus simply 
because, returning from Africa, she was totally without 
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instmctions, and furthermore, that the James Adger had 
been ordered to arrest the commissioners in £aropean 
i^aters solely on the supposition that they had embarked 
in the NashviUe, a vessel belonging to the rebels. 

The question of right remains stripped of its covering, 
Tdthout the least aggravating -circumstance of a nature to 
excuse the immediate despatch of an ultimatum. But 
the question was so important I the act of Captain Wilkes 
was of such enormity I Upon an ordinary infraction of 
international rules, we might have entered into negotia- 
tions, listened to explanations, if necessary, admitted an 
arbitrament,' in fine, awaited the &ilure of the first meas- 
ures before having recourse to extremities ; but after an 
infraction so extraordinary, it was proper that the first 
message addressed to Lord Lyons should contain the con- 
ditional order to demand his passports ! 

Men must hold us in derision to use such language to 
us ; they must suppose that we have forgotten our mod- 
em history, and particularly the history of Great Britain. 
Since they speak of enormities^ I will recall the acts which 
merit this name, and, compared with which, the real but 
excusable error of Captain Wilkes bears the proportion 
of a peccadillo. 

** We are no more immaculate than others," wrote the 
Times ; and, having once made this confession, it thought 
itself entitled to reject musty old books and to repudiate 
expedients. It would be rather too convenient thus to 
throw off one's own deeds by beating his breast at the 
memory of his great sins of the past, while resolving by 
no means to pardon his neighbor the least of his sins of 
the present ! There was once, according to the parable 
of the Grospel, a servant who owed his master ten thou- 
sand talents ; the master had pity on him, and forgave 
him the debt. The same servant went out and found one 
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of his fellow-servants which owed him a hundred pence, 
and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, 
saying, " Pay mo that thou owest." 

I am sorry for England, but its enormities resemble 
those of Captain Wilkes as the ten thousand talents resem- 
ble the hundred pence. "No one has ever thought of 
quoting English enormities as precedents ; they are too 
disproportionate to the case in question. Such acts run 
no risk of becoming precedents, and there is not the 
least reason to fear that any one will dream of invoking 
their authority. Violence is violence, and right is right. 
It is upon the ground of right that we maintain that the 
Trent af&ir was a case of amicable complaint, and not of 
immediate recourse to an ultimatum ; our arguments are 
not borrowed from the old doctrines of the English ad- 
miralty. By the side of our doubts, at least plausible, by 
the side of the honorable hesitation of Captain Wilkes, 
the true enormities would figure somewhat strangely. 
Since the subject has been broached, I will cite a few of 
them. 

England has officially maintained the doctrine of closed 
seas, {mare clausum ;) she has claimed that, as mistress 
of certain very considerable portions of the sea, she has 
the sovereign right to fix the conditions of neutral navi- 
gation therein in time of war. 

England has fixed the ceremonial of salutation in these 
seas, in such a manner as to imply an acknowledgment of 
the inferiority of other navies. 

She has seized sailors when it suited her on board 
American ships, hesitating neither to arrest individuals 
nor to render her naval officers supreme judges in the 
matter. At one time, by virtue of an exchange of orders 
in council and imperial decrees, the blockade (on paper) 
of the coasts of Europe, and the blockade (no less fie- 
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titions) of the coasts of England and all her colonies, were 
proclaimed at London, Berlin, and Milan. England ex- 
acted that every neutral vessel, before repairing to the 
Continent, should touch at her ports ; while Napoleon, 
on his side, declared all vessels denationalized which had 
entered English harbors. It was then the United States, 
in consequent despair, passed the Act of .Embargo and the 
NoTi-Intercourae 3iM, 

These are deserving the name of (enormities. And it 
would be easy to swell the number ; the story is long.* 
When America, weary at last of her system of embargo, 
commenced her war of 1812, more than nine hundred of 
her vessels had been seized. I add that at the peace of 
Ghent, Great Britain refused to withdraw her pretensions 
and disavow her doctrines. 

Let us cease therefore to pretend that the act of Cap- 
tain Wilkes is an enormity without equal. We know 
now how the matter stands. 

There is in it simply a fact to be regretted, opening 
the way to a legitimate demand for reparation. Cap- 
tain Wilkes, who erred, erred in sincerity, and nothing 
in his conduct justifies the excessive indignation which we 
have witnessed. The Trent^ moreover, was really in the 
wrong ; and, if opinions are divided on this point, it is no 
less certain that the evidence is not complete, since there 
is a division of opinions. 

Behold, on one hand, an English packet whose fidelity 
to neutral obligations may be at least contested ; on the 

• See Ortolon, IHplomatie de la mcr^ tome II., pp. 95, 111, 121, 
122, 128, 131, 133, 136, 137, 172, 173, 300, 826-331. 

See also in the Blue Booka of this year, the details of the Caustodt 
•fikir. This is quite another thing from the afifair of the Trent 
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other, an Amerio&n vesBel that baa exceeded its rights. 
In such a case, the path is ready traced, and, to begin b^ 
a mpture, one cannot be wholly averge to war. 

Do not fear — I shall cite neither Grotins, nor Pnfien- 
dorf, nor Vattel, nor BurlamaquL I am not a jariacon- 
snlt, although I have studied legal points like others, 
and the debates of the Council of State have &miliar- 
ised me with this sort of discussions. Let us lay aside 
the rubbish of schools and use the language of cominoa 
sense. 

I begin by eBtablishing one point — men are not con- 
traband of war. With the exception of military men— 
and Messrs. Mason and SlidcU did not act in thia capacity — 
DO person could have been lawfully seized, even supposing 
the p.ickot to have been brought, according to rule, before 
a prize court. Tlio doctrine of Man^espalches is the 
weak eido of the American argument. In such a matter, 
it is not permissible to extend by force of reasoning, or 
even a fortiori, the categories fixed by the law of nations. 
"Despatches arc contraband of war ; therefore, and for 
the strongest reason, ambassadors, which are hving de- 
spatches, are so likewise." This argument canTiot be ad- 
mitted. If Sir William Scott has doclarod lawful the 
seizure of ambassadors, it is not under the neutral flag, 
but under the flag or on the soil of the enemy. In fine, 
the principle involved here is of real importance ; the 
question, in fact, is nothing less than the right of asjlum, 
which would be endangered if the arrest of persons could 
be eflected under the neutral flag. Here, let it be loudly 
proclaimed, all are secure, common criminals and politi- 
cal criminals, assassins and rebels. This is true, and it is 
important that it should be so. 

Another point, too, shouia be conceded without hesi- 
tation : no one is authorized to execute justice with his 
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own hands. The formality of a judgment is no triflmg 
thmg — ^it is the common guarantee of all civilized nations. 
I am &r, indeed, from arraigning Captain Wilkes, who is 
among the most distinguished and most scholarly officers 
of the United States, and was the commander of one of 
the finest scientific expeditions ever made ; I comprehend 
how he fell into the error — ^he has paid for our instruction. 
I comprehend also how strong was the temptation to 
arrest these commissioners as they passed before bis eyes, 
announcing that they were bound for Europe to seek 
every possible means of destroying the common country. 
But the error of Mr. Wilkes was of importance. In his 
desire as httle as possible to aggravate the inconvenience 
to the IVerU and her passengers, with a disinterestedness for 
which he should receive credit, he took it upon himself to 
decide alone a question that belonged to the courts. It 
was something as if a policeman, on arresting a suspicious 
person, should say : ^^ My friend, the magistrate lives a 
great way off; to take you before him will detain you, 
and put you to great inconvenience. Rather than subject 
you to all this trouble, I will give up the reward I should 
obtiun for apprehending you, and proceed at once to 
chastise you myself upon the spot." It is essential that 
we should be inconvenienced for the sake of a regular 
judgment. The business of policemen and sea captains 
— ^pardon me the comparison — is confined to taking sus- 
picious persons before a competent magistrate. I am not 
surprised that England and America should have been 
found agreed upon this point at the end of the reckoning. 
In England, the legal advisers of the Crown declared from 
the first that the vessel should have been stopped and 
carried before a court. In America, Mr. Seward acknowl- 
edged that this complaint was at once well founded and 
important. The Elnglish press and the American press— 



138 BreXiAHSl 

the Lcmdon Times and fhe Ntva York Timea — baye bad 
bat one o|miion in this respect, and BCr. Somner, in bis 
remarkable speeob in tbe Senate, repeated in bis torn, 
*^The packet sbonld bave been seized and brought to 
triaL»» 

Such bave been the errors of Captain Wilkes. I have 
not sougfat to disguise them ; they doubtless justified a de« 
•mand for reparation : England owed it to herself to daim 
and obtain the liberation of the commissioners. But does 
this signify that all the wrongs were on one ude, and that 
tbe conduct of the T¥ent was not blamable ? 

That despatches are contraband of war, we may dis- 
pense with demonstrating, for no author has denied it. 
Moreover, the Queen's proclamation is at hand, which 
interdicts, not the "fraudulent" transportation of de- 
spatches, but purely and simply their transportation. 

Doubtless, if the despatches of the insurgent govern- 
ment had been confounded with the rest of the mail mat- 
ter, no one would have thought of blaming the command- 
er of the Trent^ or of approving tbe cruiser who should 
pretend to open the mail bags and search for contraband 
of war. But matters had gone differently : Messrs. Ma- 
son and Slidell, with their families and despatches, had 
arrived with great display at Havana, and thousands of 
enthusiastic spectators had greeted the entrance of the 
Theodora^ which bore them thither, with the Confederate 
flag at its mast. The commissioners knew so well that 
what they were about to do would give cause of com- 
plaint to the United States, that they had taken great 
care to assure themselves of the disabled condition of tbe 
ColuiTibiay and of the departure of another American 
vessel, the Keystone State ; they did not count on the 
San Jacinto^ then returning from Africa. As to any 
doubts of the conmiander of the TVent as to the nature 
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of the despatches which ho was about to admit on board 
his Tessel, he knew, with all Havana, that the commis- 
moners had been presented to the Captain-General, (pre- 
sented, it is said, by the English consul ;) and he h^d seen 
with his own eyes the manner in which they were escorted 
on board the packet. 

In the presence of such facts, had he not reason to call 
to mind the proclamation of the Queen, forbidding the 
transportation of despatches Z Could he have reassured 
himself by the argument presented by a number of jour- 
nals : ^ The Queen's proclamation is not a treaty, but a 
munidpal regulation ; it is binding only on us." 

" By no means !" it is replied, " his reasons were fer 
better. In the first place, a packet was in question; 
secondly, this packet was repairing from one neutral port 
to another ; what would become of us if all mail packets 
were exposed to the visits of cruisers, even on the coasts 
of Europe, or between Dover and Calais ?" 

The answer is easy. 

In the first place, packets, for the very reason that 
they have privileges, among others that of continuing 
their service in time of war, are bound to use especial 
care not to violate in any respect the rules of the most 
conscientious neutrality. Let special agreements, more- 
over, be concluded, to protect their sailing and exempt it 
from all restrictions. — ^I am willing ; but such agreements 
are not concluded, and an agreement to be concluded 
cannot at present be binding on America. 

The exception in favor of ships repairing " from one 
neutral port to another," will likewise figure in agreements 
to be concluded; in agreements already concluded, not 
the slightest trace of such reservation is to be found. The 
Queen's proclamation ought really to have mentioned this 
exception, if it exist ; it would have then been known 

7 
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that the most hostile despatches, those best known aod 
pointed out to the attention of the whole world, might 
be lawfully transported, provided they were taken fix>m 
Havana. Why not enunciate in formal terms, these self- 
styled simple and selfevident facts? The evidence of 
the latter leaves it to be desired, once it has not been sus- 
pected by the legal advisers of the Crown, and smoe the 
English Gk)vemment has not said a word of it in its de- 
mand for reparation. Mr. Seward was surely right in 
stating that, while all the powers desire neutral rights, 
they are still far from all dedring them in the same man- 
ner, and by virtue of the same reasons. 

Let us come to an understanding — ^nothing can be bet- 
ter ; let us inscribe the exception of neutral ports in a 
general agreement — ^no one will find fault with it. Bat, 
once more, let us not make of a plausible and probable, 
yet disputable and disputed opinion, an axiom in the law 
of nations, and let us not apply retroactively to the 
United States a rule which may he establisJied with ad- 
vantage in some future agreement. 

I wish to say a word here of the speech so often re- 
peated : " Intercourse will be no longer possible ; naviga- 
tion must be interrupted ; there will be nothing to hinder 
the search of mail packets in the Straits of Calais or the 
Mediterranean !" 

Affirmations like these will be best refuted by their 
absurdity. I know of no right which might not be 
easily converted into an enormity, if we amused ourselves 
by carrying it to extremes. Take the right of search, for 
instance. This right, you will admit, does not take the 
trouble to ask whether the contraband of war comes from 
a neutral port, for neutral ports are almost always those 
from which it is despatched. So long as the regions of 
search be not limited, so long as mail packets be not ex- 
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preasly excepted, so long, in a word, as the general treaty 
which we all demand be not negotiated. American cruis- 
ers will, strictly, have the right, to search our merchant 
vessels on the very coasts of Europe. 

They have this right, but they will not exercise it. 
Why not ? Because there is still somethmg in the world, 
thank God, called common sense, and because it is the 
special mission of common sense to set bounds between 
the exercise of right and its abuse. By virtue of common 
sense, the American cruisers, which make no search in the 
Mediterranean, will trouble themselves no more about 
despatches passmg between Dover and Calais. 

In &ct, observe that packet navigation has never been 
obstructed, even in American waters ; an extreme case, 
an embassy despatched with eclat, despatches of excep- 
tional importance, a hostile act particularly dangerous, 
were needed for a single American cruiser (and this with- 
out instructions) to institute a search for a single time on 
board neutral vessels. I think, therefore, that wc may let 
hypotheses rest, and feel secure concerning postal relations. 

If the question were stiQ of practical importance, it 
would be proper to examine here, from the stand-point 
of the existing war, the character of the ports of departure 
and arrival. The Trent was bearing despatches to a neu- 
tral port ! Yes, but the American struggle has this pecu- 
liarity, that all the chances of the South are in Europe, 
and that its despatches sent to a neutral country arc, of 
all others, the most important to stop on the way. The 
TVent had taken its despatches from a neutral port ! Yes, 
but they did not originate there ; they had come in the 
sight and with the knowledge of the whole world, from 
the very capital of the insurgents ! Besides, what is Ha- 
vana ? Open a map, and you will see that Havana is near 
the lower end of Florida, at the point of intersection of 
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the routes to New Orleans and Charleston. It is the 
rendezvous of all the small craft which have escaped the 
blockade, or are intending to run it. It is the admitted 
place of transshipment, the great harbor of the South. 
Vessels of light draught, gliding through the thousand in- 
lets which riddle the Southern coast, arrive daily at Har 
vana, or other points of the island of Cuba. They dare 
not go further. There, the vessels are fitted up anew, and 
what was begun by night under the Southern flag is con- 
tinued in broad daylight under European colors. Read 
the story of Messrs. Mason and SlidcU's adventures in the 
Chofieston Mercuty. They set out fi*om Charleston in a 
dark, rainy night, on a small steamer, the Theodora; by 
&vor of steam and the darkness, they escaped the block- 
ade and landed at Havana; when, suddenly, the scene 
changed, the escapade became a triumphal march, com- 
missioners and despatches were installed on board the 
English packet, regarding themselves safe from all dan- 
ger! 

I have written the preceding with the last despatch of 
Lord Russell under my eyes. Coming late, on the 23d 
of January, afler long reflection, it seems to me of all 
things best fitted to conflim my principal observation; 
namely, the obscurity of the question at the moment of 
Captain Wilkes' action; and consequently, the relative 
innocence of this act. 

Tlie English Government has since studied the subject 
like the rest of us. Researches and experiences have 
been made between the first and the last note of the 
Foreign Office. If it had been as wise in the month of 
November as it is now, nothing would have been easier 
than to have enunciated the proposition on the spot, 
^^ There can be no contraband of war between neutral 
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porta." M. Thonyenel alone has had the credit of adopt- 
log this position. 

This axiom in itself is reasonable. I beg that it may 
enter ere long, in clear and formal terms; into interna* 
tional agreements. Only, I maintain that it has not been 
found in them hitherto, and that doubt was permissible in 
America, since error was possible in England. Do you 
remember the &iry tales, in which a frightful giant gives 
the hero an obscure riddle to guess on the spot under 
pain of death ? Were the United States to divine at the 
first glance the diplomatic riddle of contraband of war, 
under penalty of entering into immediate war with Eng- 
land? 

But the despatch of the 23d of January, while involv- 
ing the argument of M. Thouvenel, develops before aU 
another, which shows to what subtleties the discussion of 
a point of law may give rise, though declared, more- 
over, to be as clear as the light of day. 

Lord Russell begins by laying down the principle that 
the South is a belligerent, and that the United States 
cannot regard it in any other point of view. This axiom 
established, demonstrates that both the two contending 
powers have the right to presenre relations with neutral 
countries. It thence follows that neutral countries are 
authorized to send them ambassadors and despatches, and 
that the contending parties are likewise authorized to 
send ambassadors and despatches to neutral countries. 
By what right can despatches addressed to neutrals be 
considered hostile ? 

This is admirable logic, but the United States have 
never admitted the South to be a belligerent, and I do 
not think that Europe, which adopts for herself this way 
of seeing, pretends to impose it on them. The South, 
therefore, is simply a rebel in the sight of Mr. Lincoln. 



Wbat become tbencefbrtlL of iH the reaaonbga of Un 
despatch of JaniuTj 28d F Cui an inanrgent frtotioa oi 
K conntry muntsin lawful d^ilomatio reUtions with vt&i^ 
trals ? What can these despatches oontun which wiD 
not be traason P As it is true that the ambavadon aad 
despatches of a belligerent bare a legitimate end in a 
neutral country, so is it dear that the ambasKdors and 
despatofaea of rebels cannot have a legitimate aid therein. 
If yon doubt this, interrogate yoor own heart, aak iriiat 
wore your sensations at this misnon of Messrs. Msaon 
and Slidell, sent to seek in Europe the min of their oonntry. 

What is my oonolnnon ? That Captain Wilkes waa 
right ? I have sud the oontrwy. My conclonon is that 
the question of right is not bo clear as has been pictured, 
and that the wrong has been in Home measure divided. 
It comprises, according to the esprcssion of Mr. Seward, 
" rules imperfectly known and imperfectly understood." 

The liberty and lives of Messrs. Mason and Slidell 
mn no risk in any case. Supposing an arbitration to have 
been admitted, it is certain that the Urst condition would 
have been the transferral of the commissioners into the 
hands of the arbiter, and it is no less certain, (the com- 
mendable piisaion of Europe for the rights of neutrals is 
well enough known,) that the first act of the arbiter, who- 
ever it were, would bavo been to command their libei-a- 
tion. The only means of esposing Messrs, Mason and 
Slidell to real danger, would have been to break with 
the United States. Transported into the interior, and 
remmning in the power of a people exasperated by its 
extreme danger, they would have been guarded, and well 
guarded, without doubt, by the honor of the Americans; 
nevertheless, it would not have been easy to banish all 
anxiety. 

I have spoken of arbitration, not because I believe in 
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the necessity of recnrring to it — a firm and amicable 
negotiation has always seemed to me sufficient for the 
arrangement of differences; but I have seen, like all 
others, in the pains that have been taken in advance to 
discard arbitration, the manifestation of a thought that 
the arrangement of the difference would give indifferent 
satis&ction. 

This thought did not last; nevertheless it existed, 
and constituted one of the most deplorable &cts of our 
time. — 

*^ Before all, no arbiters! A blow admits of no arbitra- 
tion ; we have received a blow I Arbitration is designed 
to resolve difficulties, only when the litigious question has 
not been prejudged by hostile acts ; there has been ag- 
gression, war is begun, our territory is in some sort in- 
vaded ! Where, moreover, are arbiters to be found ? All 
Europe has declared its sentiments ! ^' 

llius because a naval officer had been honestly mis- 
taken, an insult, a blow had been offered ; because the 
arbiters were too favorable to England, and England was 
too sure that they would decide in her favor, England 
hastened to except to them. 

It is useless to recall the fact that many powers had 
not yet declared themselves, and might have played the 
part of arbiters : Sweden, Denmark, Portugal, Holland, 
Switzerland. To discuss these objections would be to do 
them too much honor. I have only wished to state thenu 
A part of England seemed then to say — " Leave us our 
war ; you would decide in our favor, but that matters 
little ; you would set the commissioners at liberty, but 
that is the least of our cares ; we want war and nothing 
else." 

Mark that, five years before, in the Paris Congress, 
Lord Clarendon proposed the rule of arbitration as ^^ a 
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barrier to those conflicts wliieli not unfrequentlj break 
oat only because of the im[iossibility of ofl'ering e^planor 
tions or of coming to an understanding." Tbe question, 
thus introduced by the English Government, was eorneslly 
debated, and so much importance was attached to it tliat 
tbe vole was postponed for two days, until Count Orloff 
could obtain by tciegraph tbe definitive adhesion of Itua- 
bLo. Behold the unanimous declaration, to which tbe 
United Slates assented on the spot : 

"The plenipotentiaries do not hesitate to express the 
wish, in tlio name of their goveniments, that States be- 
tween which serious dissensions may arise, ebail have re- 
course to the good offices of a friendly power, as Su a» 
circumstances permit, before appealing to arms," 

Oj^what occasion, I ask, will this salutary role find Kp- 
pUcation, if inapplicable bero ? The conflict was on the 
point of breaking out because it had been impoauHe to 
<^er explanalione or to come to an understanding; Iha 
diflsenaion was serious ; tbe circumstances permitted re- 
course to a friendly power. Was Europe derided in. 
1856? Was there fear of losing an occasion of war in 
1861 ? I express myself with tbe more freedom, that tbe 
England of 1862 is not that of 1661. Of these two Eng- 
Imids, the better, thank God, has just taken the lead. 

That this sudden change is held for naught in London, 
and that men reason now, in the best possible faith, as if 
they had not been so lately disposed to fall upon tbe 
United States, to strike hands with the South, and to give 
the signal for an unnatural war which would have brought 
£>rth many others, I care not ; but we who cling to 
peace and love the cause of liberty, are forced to have a 
longer memory, were it only to prevent the return of one 
of these experiences, so cavalierly glided over, in which 
dvilization itsdf would be in danger of perisluDg. 
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To-day, thanks to the great change which has been 
wroaght in Europe, and to which the public opinion of 
Europe has not been a stranger, a pacific course is estab- 
lished ; the passions of yesterday have died out ; the true 
English nation has greeted with enthusiasm the peaceful 
news from Washington ; Lord Russell has hastened to ac- 
cept the liberation without insisting on apologies, he has 
congratulated Lord Lyons for having so closely followed 
his private instructions and surrounded a discourteous 
proceeding with so much friendly courtesy, he has con- 
gratulated the American Government for having so nobly 
snrmonnted the difficulties of its part. 

We, too, may congratulate the English nation and 
its ministers. That people is great in which faultfiLcom- 
mitted are repaired in this wise, and in which the ^blic 
sense of right thus makes itself obeyed. 

Already, before the incident of the TVent, Lord Stan- 
ley had uttered this almost prophetic warning : " It is the 
duty of our government not to suffer itself to be irritated 
on account of accidental molestations, such as it must ex- 
pect to receive in the course Wsuch a struggle." At the 
very height of the irritation caused by the TVent affair, 
another voice was raised. A simple society appeared; 
and we felt at once that evil passions were about to re- 
cede before a superior power. For my part, I admire the 
victories of the mind far more than those of the bayonet 
or bullet. A few almost unknown men present an ad- 
dress to the prime minister, and the terrified world 
breathes again ; although it is not yet known what will 
be the decision of America, it is thenceforth known that 
the cause is judged, for England has regained her path 
and will never more wander from it. How true were the 
words of the Anti-Siaveri/ Society/: " Such an undertaking 

on the part of England would not only be most humill- 

7* 



ttJDg, bat would lamentablT' ooDtndiot her pHt «IRnli 
and former saoiificefl for the libettjr of BlftrsB ; H ironld 
expose her protests to the reproadi ofhjpoanMjfnua the 
rest of the world ; it would destroy her oUim and alow 
her lips henoeforth to every i^peal addrened to tiie intd- 
ligence and consdenoe of other natioDt. * * * * 
The members of the So<uety experience inexp ra awMe hoi^ 
ror and repngnanoe at the thought of seeing thdr oounby 
engaged in a war, ihe virtual end of which wonld be the 
defence of slavery I" 

What Lord Stanley said in the politjoal pmnt of viev, 
what the AntiSlavery Society said in the moral pc»nt of 
view, all repeat to-day. Trutii spreada quickly, and tboea 
who lately combated it with the greatest violence and 
diedm, are none the less eager to proclaim it from the 
house-tops. It is one of the traita of the English cbarao- 
ter that it is not long embarrassed by inconsistencies. 
Men stray from the right path, and return to it, perhaps 
only to wander &om it again, and all this is accomplished 
with perfect assurance. 

"When you read an article from a jonmal, recommend- 
ing patience toward America, rebuking those inclined to 
contest the blockade, and demonstrating that the manu- 
&cturing crisis proceeds from a previous excess of produc- 
tion more than from a scarcity of cotton, do not be greatly 
astonished to discover that this journal is the Times, or 
even the Morning Post ! 

So goes the world. If less care be taken in England 
than elsewhere to cover over changes of opinion, it is not 
because there is less change elsewhere. I tike this lack 
of caution ; it is to me a sign of strength and proof of 
frankness. At heart, the English, in expressing their 
present convictiona, arc fidly conscious, and they are not 
wrong, that these convictions are their own. They have 
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Tetnmed to them as one returns home, without needing to 
account to any one. The absence is forgotten, the journey 
to the land of illiberal policy goes for nothing : we are 
at home, what more would you have ? Through acci- 
dental variations like these, is maintained the genuine and 
glorious consistency of the Englbh people. 

I wish to be just toward it, and I see that its return 

home has not been effected with giant strides. Some 

weeks before the session, there was reason to fear that 

both houses would witness the triumph of the friends of 

the South ; Mr. Gregory was about to propose his motion ; 

the Tories had their hands full of arguments against the 

blockade ; the working population was at hand to bear 

upon the Government. The session opens, and what 

occurs? Lord Palmerston announces his intennon of 

maintaining the neutrality, the Tories themselves do not 

venture to combat it openly; as to Lord Russell, he holds 

a language worthy of himself, contesting the proofs of 

the inefficacy of the blockade,* and insisting on the duty 

of making no movement that may seem hostile to the 

United States ; the definitive separation, if it is to take 

place, must not look as if proceeding from the action of 

foreign powers. 

Behold us fer from the day when the duel was to 
commence between the two fractions of the Anglo-Saxon 
lace, when two free nations, two kindred peoples, were 
about to destroy each other, to the great joy of their 
common enemies I We will not soon forget that fearful 
December ! The vessel then crossing the ocean was far 
Cerent from the peaceful Mayflower which, in the same 
month of December, two centuries and a half before, had 

• It is known that one of his despatches officially recognizes the reg- 
lilarity of the blockade, and that the French Government has just held 
die flme language. 
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aacbored on the shores of America with its Puritans fle^ 
ing from English persecution — it was a vessel bearing the 
ultimatum of England ! 

And while it was on its way, whDe our hearts were 
wrung, and our minds terrified, by the prospect of the 
greatest political and moral disaster that could overtake 
our generation, the influential London journals took care 
to instruct us upon the character of the war, which they 
regarded as almost inevitable. " It will be terrible ! It 
will begin by the recognition of the South, by the alliance 
of the South, by the assured triumph of the South !" 

And when a rumor was spread that a despatch of Mr. 
Seward — the one written on the 30th of November, at 
the precise moment when the British cabinet signed its 
own — ^was of a nature to give hopes of a fevorable solu- 
tion, the Morning Post hastened to publish, in large type, 
the official contradiction of this news, which, nevertheless, 
was true. The spontaneous disavowal of all thought of 
insult, the declaration announcing that Captain Wilkes 
had acted without instructions, the express wish that the 
question might be treated on both sides in a spirit of con- 
ciliation, were considered of no importance. 

At this moment, do not deny it, there was among 
many in England something of the eagerness which is dis- 
played in seizing o?i a?i occasion, England, usually so 
slow, acted with unheard-of haste. Never have I seen a 
more striking commentary on the words of the Apostle, 
" Their feet are swifl to shed blood." 

America has just saved the peace of the world. 

A government has been found at Washington, little 
resembling the picture that had been drawn for us, and a 
people, for the whole must be confessed, much more sen- 
sible and more fully master of itself than had been pre- 
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tended. If certain Englishmen consider that the United 
States hare not yielded enough, the vast majority in 
England and France think differently. We all knew that 
the Americans were not lacking in audacity ; but we did 
not know that they were possessed of moderation ; that, 
in a terrible position, and one calculated to call forth the 
passions of the mob, they could display the high wisdom 
and political bearing which has just won for them so much 
sympathy. 

It would be difficult to exaggerate the progress which 
they have thus made in public opinion. For some time, 
at least, the public sense of right has set itself in opposi- 
tion to the assistance destined to the South ; the South 
feels the day of the commissioners' liberation to have been 
a day of mourning ; it would have preferred the loss of 
a battle. 

Independently of the advantages which they have 
reaped from it in successfully carrying on their present 
struggle, the United States have found in the upright and 
able solution of the incident of the Trent another kind of 
success. The true American policy — ^that which has always 
maintained the cause of neutrals and the liberty of the 
seas against England — has gained a brilliant triumph. 
This, Greneral Scott announced from the first day : ^ I am 
sure," wrote he, '* that the president and people of the 
United States would be only too happy to set these pris- 
oners at liberty, unpardonable and unnatural as have 
been their offences, if by this they could encourage the 
oonmaerce of the world." The note of Mr. Seward held 
the same language : ^' If I should decide this question in 
fiivor of my government, I would be obliged to disavow 
its dearest principles. Our country cannot make this 
sacrifice. * * * I express my satisfaction at seeing 
this question regulated in accordance with exclusively 
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American principles." This is the pare truth, and all the 
European publicists declared it at the same time with 
Messrs. Scott and Seward. It now remains to translate 
into immutable articles in the law of nations what has 
passed between England and the United States. The 
latter, we may believe, will not be the less eager to insti- 
gate the convocation of a congress commissioned to de- 
fine contraband of war, to declare innocent all transporta- 
tion from one neutral port to another, to accord to mail 
packets all the privileges which they require, to determine 
the bounds beyond which the right of search shall cease, 
and to examine the conditions of effective blockade. 

Shall I justify, in conclusion, my elaboration of the 
subject ? Those who, perhaps, are surprised at its extent, 
have not made the reflection — in many respects, we are 
right in saying tliat the American question must be 
decided in England. If the determinations of Europe 
have to play a great part in the cbnflicts of the North 
and South, the determinations of England will rule, or 
very nearly, those of Europe. 

It was impossible, therefore, to treat the American 
question thoroughly without going to England and closely 
examining her sentiments and attitude. The Tre7it affair, 
w^hich has brought every thing to light, has furnished us 
a means of inquiry which nothing could replace. 

Shall I express my whole thought ? I wished these 
pages to bear some small part in the attainment of an end 
which many lofty minds are now pursuing. The peace 
will be real only when it shall have sunk into the hearts 
of men ; to be at peace, we must not only not be at 
swords' points, but must esteem and love each other ; and 
to love each other, it is necessary to know each other. 
There is between the Old World and the New, especially 
between England and the United States, a mountain of 
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prejadioes and errors to be overthrown. Truth has one 
great power — reconciliation. 

This is why I have attached importance to presenting 
in a book which will, I know, be translated and read in 
America, an impartial estimate of the character of the 
£nglLih people. I have admitted into it neither flattery 
nor hostility. It seems to me that it offers the picture 
of a generous nation that may for a moment have gone 
astray, have set itself asainst a cause that was not its 
own, L>d have been drfwn into anger, passion, almost 
into war, but whose return to good has the energy and 
surety of the acts of the human conscience. The day that 
America shall see England in thb light, namely, as she 
is, a vast improvement will be effected in the relations of 
the two continents. 

To make them understand each other, there is no need 
to pile up phrases. Lying declamations can do nothing but 
harm ; I have faith in truth. 

I have also taken care not to adopt the truly strange 
explanation by which England is now endeavoring to set 
her late conduct in a favorable light. She lavishes eulo- 
gies on Lord Palmerston ; she repeats in every key that 
no one really desired war ; that the ultimatum, the de- 
mand for apologies, the precautions taken in advance 
against possible arbitration, the preparations for imme- 
diate war, the announced recognition of the South, were 
simply the surest proceedings to obtain peace. 

May God preserve us from this sort of peace-makers ! 
They pretend that they have ensured peace by their firm- 
ness ! Let them tell this to those who have not followed 
their policy for the past year, and who have not foreseen, 
foreseen with absolute certainty, the occurrence of a 
TVetU affair under some form or other, before spring. If 
this policy be left behind, if it have given way before a 
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better inflaence, it is not fally eDOugh proved that it may 
not some day reappear, to permit us to treat it with com- 
plaisance, and to glorify what we should curse. 

No ! you did not desire peace, for you believed for a 
moment in war, and this horrible chance was accepted by 
you with calmness. In the hour of distress of a kindred 
people, and for a difference easily arranged by pacific 
means, you left nothing imdone to excite acute suscepti- 
bilities, and render the conflict inevitable. 

« 

Such is the real truth, on which it is useful to reflect 
in order that no one may take a fancy to plunge us ag^ 
with cruel heedlessness into similar perils. That peace 
has been preserved, is due, next to God who had pity on 
you and us, to the good sense and patriotism of the Amer- 
ican people. A distinction must be made here between 
although and because. Peace has been maintained, al- 
though England threatened it ; it would have been main- 
tained a hundred times more surely if the remarks ad- 
dressed by England to Washington had been as amicable 
as firm in their tone, if she had entertained the same 
spirit with Mr. Seward's despatch of the 30th of Novem- 
ber, if, at need, she had nobly condescended to admit 
the transfer of the commissioners into the hands of a 
third power. In any case, the liberation was certain ; in 
any case, the interpretation of the right of nations in favor 
of England was certain ; in any case, peace was certain. 
It is true that this last point would have disappointed 
some in England. 

I agree entirely with those who believe in the excel- 
lence of firmness, and that tergiversations often bring 
about ruptures instead of averting them. It was fitting, 
moreover, of course, that England should admit of n 
other basis of negotiations than the immediate freedoi 
of the commissioners or their remission into the hands o 
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an arbiter ; bat this it had the certainty of obtaimng, and 
of the two solutions, the first appeared more probable. 
The position of the United States was such that to avoid 
a serious quarrel without, especially with Great Britain, 
was an evident necessity. Far from yielding to fear, 
Mr. Lincoln took his resolution on the spot, even be- 
fore it was suspected at Washington that a menace of 
war would be addressed to America. At this epoch of 
absolute security, which is derided, but which neverthe- 
less arose from an honorable confidence in the sentiments 
of the English people, there was something else in the 
United States than those few popular demonstrations, 
which must have been necessarily called forth by the 
daring act of Captmn Wilkes ; in the face of these de- 
monstrations, few in number withal, in the face of the 
thanks voted by one of the Houses of Congress, the true 
American opinion had its organs. The New York Times 
took care to declare at once that the vote of the House 
of Representatives left full liberty of action to the Presi- 
dent, and that the question of right would be examined 
m itself. Other important journals also demonstrated, 
with the full approbation of the public, that if Captain 
Wilkes were in the wrong, the commissioners would be 
set at liberty. At that time, too, before there was the 
slightest suspicion of an ultimatum, the message of Mr. 
Lincoln preserved a significant silence on the Tre^it afiair, 
and Mr. Seward voluntarily disavowed all instructions 
given to the cruisers.* 

* It is said: "The American goTcrnmcnt might havo acted still 
better ; if it had epontaneouslj resolved to give up the commiiisionera, 
it woiild have done eo before the arrival of the Englitsh note » ^ I would 
that it had done so, as I wrote to Mr. Lincoln at tlie first moment. But 
i8 it so difficult then to comprehend a hesitation on the form of doing so ? 
Might not an arbitration hare been preferred and hoped for, for in- 
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In truth, to attribute the maintenance of peace to the 
bellicose measures of England, we must have forgotten 
all that took place in December, at London and Wash- 
ington. 

America, we may affirm, has just rendered England 
the most brilliant service that ever one people rendered 
another. If war had broken out, it is certain that great 
calamities would have fallen upon the United States ; but 
calamities no less great might have fallen upon England. 
I seem to hear JoVs messengers, following each other in 
succession, each announcing a disaster. 

America would have resisted ; those who doubt it do 
not know her. The power which dared commence, with 
five frigates, the war of 1812, and which was by no means 
worsted in the end, would have accepted the struggle 
with all its chances. And who knows whether, com- 
mencing this time again with a few frigates, she would not 
have ended with a fleet ? 

The distress of the English manufactures would have 
reached its height. The civil war, proceeding thenceforth 
through the medium of slave insurrections, would have 
completed the destruction of cotton, and as to the Amer- 
ican markets, they would have disappeared for a long 
time to come. 

Even in case of success, what a calamity for England 
is this fratricidal war ! It is their own blood that they 

stance ? The essential point is that the idea of making war, in order to re- 
tain Messrs. Mason and Slidell, did not for a moment enter the thought of 
the cabinet at Washington. Its despatch of the 80th of November, the 
reserve of the Presidents Message, the language of influential journals, 
all that passed, in a word, before there was the slightest suspicion of the 
threatening attitude of England, demonstrates conclusively that this 
attitude in no wise contributed to the maintenance of peace. 
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are Bhedding ; it is their race that they are destroying > 
it is their influence in the world that they are sacrificing 
— ^the Old England assails the New. 

And, by the same blow, she assails the liberty of the 
world ; that is, her own cause, her reason for existing, 
her moral power on earth. From that moment, she ceases 
to be any thing more than the ally of slave-traders ; she 
has abdicated her power. 

Who will guarantee, moreover, that while she crosses 
the seas to make war, questions, capital questions, will 
not spring up behind her, for the solution of which there 
are those who w^ill gladly profit by her absence ? She is 
not altogether without enemies and envy in the Old World. 
Now, there is an Eastern crisis always ready to be re- 
vived, and which will be revived whenever there is need 
of it. There is also an English India, which revolted but 
the other day, and which already became restless, we are 
told, at the first news of the dispute with America. 

Lastly, war gives birth to war. The war with Amer- 
ica would have commenced as a duel, and ended, perhaps, 
as a melee. Those general conflagrations, which are oar 
great peril, and which English policy studies with so 
much wisdom to avert, would thus burst, through its own 
act, upon terrified Europe. 

Happily, all this is but a troubled dream. The friends 
of liberty and peace may be reassured ; but are they to 
render thanks for this to England ? 

See how the truth of our formula is verified every- 
where and always : as is the value of principles, so is the 
accordance of principles and interests. 

It is the power of principles that has arrested the evil 
policy, the tendencies of which I have just recalled. In 
spite of the indifference of a noble people, in spite of ac- 
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cnmulated prejudices, a sovereign and irresistible impnlse 
has sprung up at the wished-for hour, and compelled a 
change of system. Let any one tell me what hinders, at 
bottom, the breaking of the blockade, the recognition of 
the South, the obtaining of cotton, cost what it may, if 
not the impossibility^ I underline the word, the impossi- 
bility of giving the hand to the defenders of slavery. 

And it will be some day found that principles have 
been the only intelligent guardians of interests. Justice 
procures peace, and peace engenders prosperity. Wliere 
was England drifting, so long as she disdained principles, 
and did violence to her best inspirations ? She was drift* 
ing to ruin ; the Trent affair, the ultimatum, the precipi- 
tate arming of a warlike fleet, with all the calamities 
which, hand in hand, were about to hasten after the ru|>- 
ture — such was the prospect a few months ago. What a 
change to-day ! England has regained possession of her- 
self, of her claims to honor, of her moral influence ; the 
chances of conflict have disappeared, civil war in America 
is proceeding toward its solution, and as a recompense 
for the true neutrality, to the support of which she will 
henceforth rally, England may obtain a glimpse, at no 
distant future, of the reestablishment of her commerce 
with the United States, while her Indian possessions will 
inherit a great part of the cultures destroyed by the folly 
of the South, 



PART THIRD 



THE EEEORS CREDITED IN EUROPE. 



CHAPTER L 



SLAVERY NOT REALLT IN QUESTION. 



How will Europe, which professes to detest slavery, set 
to work consistently to treat with indifference the brave 
men who are struggling against slavery in England ? How 
especially will England set to work to do this ? There is 
but one resource in such a case — to endeavor to persuade 
both oneself and others that slavery has no part in the 
American struggle. 

The friends of the South have not failed to do this. 
They have even attempted something better ; they have 
sought to persuade us that to ensure the triumph of the 
South was to serve the cause of abolition ! But this point, 
our credulity hesitated to accept, which is saying not a 
little. At most, it would only admit that this was serv- 
ing abolition as Jeffi-eys served political liberty, as Louis 
XIV. and the Inquisition served religious freedom. Some 
crimes bring about reactions, some victories provoke 
vengeance : that this is true does not suffice to recon- 
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" Slaver; u not in qoeation ; " loch liM beoi S» a yeir 
' the harden of letten from the Sonth, the text of artidei 
dictated and paid for among w by the Sonth, the aal^aots 
of pamphlets and bound Tolumes printed in &Tor of the 
Sonth. Hov often mnst an error be repeated for it to 
become trath ? I know not. However it may be^ thia 
. one has made its vay, and we are to-day oondemned to 
undertake its seriona nfntadon. Well-infonned men amite 
at oar innocence ; they know the Americana, they do not 
Bofi^r themselves to be deodved by ^>pearanoea, they 
are not daeded by hi^-aonndmg words, tbey go to the 
bottom of things — and at the bottom of things, what do 
they fiod ? The North, fighting for supremacy ; the South, 
fighting for State sovereignty and commercial freedom, 
or perhaps, also, to saUafy the hatred in.tpired in it by the 
Puritans and Yankees : as to slavery, it is the pretext and 
nothing more — the shadow which a breath would disperse. 
This is what they tell us with a shrug of tbo shoul- 
ders ; then adding, for it is well to be cautions : " If by 
degrees the struggle against slavery gain place in tho 
American war, it will be from the impnlse of a had feeling 
— a feeling of hatred and vengeance. It will not probably 
be claimed that abolition by way of reprisal has much 
right to our sympathies." 

Admire here the power of principles ! Men dare not 
attack them openly, they commit no infidelity to them 
which is not coupled with homage. They seek to keep 
up appearances on this point. " We, not encourage with 
our good wishes tliose who really oppose slavery ! We, 
accord the shadow of a support, directly or indirectly, to 
those who really wish to maintain and extend slavery I 
Ah 1 you know us but little ! " 
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There is no means, therefore, of escaping the pitiable 
comedy which we have witnessed. Some have lied; 
others more numerous, have admitted, in the best pos- 
sible fluth, that slavery is not the cause of the American 
conflict ; others in fine, without denying daylight at mid- 
day, have reassured their conscience by saying (and no 
one will contest it) that the North sought the non-exten- 
mon of slavery, but did not seek its immediate abolition ; 
that there is a great distance between the Republican 
party and the abolitionists, properly called; and that 
consequently the North, not being abolitionist, is pursuing 
a political end and deserves no especial interest. 

Before replying, which will not be difficult, let me 
express a thought which weighs on me. For thirty years, 
we have not ceased to reproach the North for its com- 
plicity with the South ; yet, on the day when it repudiates 
it, on the day when, at the price of prodigious sacrifices, 
it utters the decisive speech, *' Slavery shall go no 
further," on the day when it rejects that violent and 
gross policy which may be defined in a single sentence, 
the policy of slavery — on that day, we have for it only 
disd:un, coldness, and distrust-r-on that day, we seem to 
have but one thought, to discover the weak sides of its 
conduct, to demonstrate that it does a generous deed 
without generosity, that its cause is not its cause, and 
that the election of Mr. Lincoln was wrought by men not 
m the least affected by the question of slavery. 

Our time excels, I know, in thus blighting our rare 
occasions for enthusiasm ; but such a course to me is re- 
volting. I believe that by always suspecting, we become 
as blind and blinder than by always confiding. Of all dupes, 
the most miserable, to my mind, are those of scepticism. 
I do not like to put on spectacles to discover the faults of 
my friends ; and if here and there something good be 
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done on earth, it is repugnant to me to concentrate my 
attention on the less noble motives which most assuredly 
have mingled in it. 

Uaving said this without dwelling on it, for my 
creed is well known, I enter upon the subject. These 
are the reasons for not admitting that slavery is con- 
cerned : 

Mr. Lincoln, or his friends, have not been heard to 
utter a single time the word Abolition. They are fight- 
ing for the Constitution and the Union, and not against 
slavery. No important measure has been taken, no prin- 
ciple has been laid down; nothing has been done of a na- 
ture to move sympathies in Europe. A number of gen- 
erals have refused to receive fugitive slaves, and have even 
returned them to their masters ; but when General Fre- 
mont ventured to proclaim their emancipation, haste was 
made to annul his proclamation first, and to remove him 
atlorward. 

I feel myself the freer to reply, that I have felt myself 
sometimes very free to censure. Yes ; every thing has 
not been perfect in the management of American aftairs ; 
in the presence of a colossal problem, the Washington 
Government hos had its moments of wavering and error. 
But what is there extraordinary in this ? Shall we cease 
to support men whom we cannot always approve ? 

To the service of great causes, it is necessary to bring, 
besides resolution and firmness, an abundant supply of 
patience, and, consequently, indulgence. I have not 
lulled myself with chimeras respecting the spirit which 
animated the North and determined the election of Mr. 
Lincoln. What did I say last year in my first volume ? 
That this was by no means the work of the abolitionists, 
that it was by no means in question to destroy slavery, 
root and branch ; but to begin at the beixinning, to place 
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before the progress of slavery an insuperable barrier, to 
limit the evil before destroying it. 

I thought then that to limit it was something, that 
even in one sense it was every thing ; I still think so to- 
day. Were there people ignorant enough of the position 
of parties in America, strangers enough to the march of 
social problems and the ways of the human heart, to 
dream it possible to destroy slavery at the first stroke ? 
If there have been deceptions, there were also illusions I 
It is vexatious ; but I do not see why the United States 
should be held accountable for the day dreams, to say the 
least, strange, which appear to have been current in 
Europe. 

Their idea, which surely has greatness, is this: 
Slavery is a prodigious evil, morally and politically ; if 
we remain chained to its cause, we shall perish ; another 
st«p and we shall lose, with the esteem of the world, our 
last chances for uprising; it is necessary to break with the 
conquests of slavery, with filibusterism, with proceedings 
contrary to the law of nations, with ultra-democratic 
despotism; it is necessary to save our free institutions 
before they ^all have been completely trailed in the 
mire. 

All this is not abolitionism, I admit; all this may, 
perhaps, be said by men in whom still lives the detestable 
prejudice of skin, and who are affected much less by moral 
than political considerations. But what must be thence 
concluded ? To make a prodigious effort in order to pre- 
vent one's country from falling into the pit digged by 
slavery — is not this to declare war on slavery ? Do you 
doubt it? Consult the abolitionists themselves on this 
point ; they will answer you. Although Mr. Lincoln may 
not be the representative of all their ideas, they know that 

their ideas will triumph through him. And the South 

8 
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knows it likewise. It was not mistaken; this election, 
though not an abolition one, bore abolition within its 
bosom ; from the moment that the North refused to serre 
the cause of slavery on its knees, slavery was condemned 
to perish ; it was no longer but a question of time. 

For great revolutions, wo must seek great causes, if 
we would attain the truth. I know of but one cause pro- 
portionate to the revolution which is being accomplished 
in America ; the struggle against slavery is at the bot- 
tom; without being abolitionist, the Republican party 
of 1860 accepted, much more boldly than it imagined, the 
principle in virtue of which abolition will one day take 
place. It knew, better than it said, the way in which it 
was entering, and it entered it without hesitation. I 
pity those who do not know how to admire such an act ; 
it seems to me that the history of Europe contains few 
that can be compared with it. 

Alas ! it is rather Europe which in this circumstance 
has deserted the cause of liberty ! Supposing it to have 
been abandoned by the North ; this would be no reason, it 
seems to me, for us to turn our backs on it. A line con- 
clusion, indeed, of the Pharisaical argument under which 
we have screened our selfishness — the Xorth is not abo- 
litionist enough, therefore we will not be so at all ! The 
North is disposed to compromise, therefore we will advise 
her to make terms at any cost with the South ! The ad- 
versaries of slavery lack enthusiasm, therefore we will 
favor its partisans ! I do not exaggerate ; to applaud 
decisions which confer on the South the position of bel- 
ligerent ; to admit its separation, that is, its triumi»h; to 
accept the chance of a war against the North and for the 
South without frowning — such have been, if I am not 
mistaken, the practical consequences of our scruples. 
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The passion for slavery is of recent growth in most of 
the Southern States. In the discussions which accom- 
panied the foundation of the Union during the last ccn- 
tarjf Virginia and Maryland showed themselves no less 
convinced than Pennsylvania or Massachusetts, of the ne- 
cessity of speedily putting an end to the slave trade, of 
preventing the introduction of slaves into new territories, 
and even of paving the way for emancipation. The leading 
men of the South, Washington, Jefferson, Patrick Ucnry, 
Wythe, George Mason, and many others, then held a 
language for which, at the present time, they would be 
tarred and feathered or hung by their fellow-citizens. 

But if the disease be of recent date, it has neverthe- 
less developed with unheard-of violence, and has now 
reached its crisis. Without going back to causes, among 
which figure in the first rank the growing demand for 
cotton and the invention of machinery to facilitate its 
cleaning, it suffices to establish the fact of its appalling 
progress. 

The annexation of Texas was, as it were, the starting- 
point of the South, since which, it has not ceased to go 
forward — ^slavery, the progress of slavery, the dangers 
which may threaten slavery; these are its only anx- 
ieties. 

It had taken care to stipulate that Texas should be, 
if necessary, divided into five States ; wishing in this man- 
ner always to have the means of increasing its vote in 
Congress and protecting the " institution." 

The admission of California as a free State was com- 
bated with ardor, and combated a long time ; it seemed 
an injustice toward slavery. 

The South indemnified itself for the loss by forcing the 
adoption of the forever odious Fugitive Slave Law. Next, 
it procured the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, wish- 
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ing to open (ho North ilsolf to the introdnction of slavery. 
Next, with arms iu ita hands, and with the audadous sup- 
port of President Buchanan, it opposed the free constitu- 
tion of Kansas. Lastly, the Drod Scott dociaion came to 
signify to the whole TJoion that the day had arrived when 
it had to choose between a constitutional resistance to the 
crimes of the South and a general complicity with respect 
to them. It was then that the generous party was form- 
ed, nliicli inscribed on its banner, " the non-exteusioa of 
slavery." 

Note, moreover, that in 1850, when California waa 
admitted as a free State, a plan of separation was seriously 
discussed in South Carolina., It was the rebolSion which 
we are now witneBsing, ten years in advance ; and I do 
not think that any one will take it npon himself to deny 
that ita sole motive was the interest of slavery. But, in 
16S0, there was found in the Charleston Convention a 
prudent majority which, while also admittiug the idea of 
a separation on account of slavery, was unwilling to at^ 
tempt the adventure nntil South Carolina was certain 
that the rest of the slave States would follow in her train. 
The enterprise was therefore postponed. 

Again, when Mr. Fremont was near attaining the 
presidency. South Carolina talked of seceding. To sec a 
man hostile to the conquests of the "institution" at the 
bead of the United States, was what she was determined 
never to endure. Fremont being defeated, (by very little,) 
the South Carolinians had not to put their designs into ex- 
ecution. They confined themselves to two things r on the 
one hand, to profiting by Mr. Buchanan and his cabinet 
to strengthen by every means the position of slavery, to 
invade the territories with the support of the administra- 
tion, to endanger the Union, to corrupt institutions, to 
create in haste a condition of aSaira from vMch escape 
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wonld be impossible ; on the other, to profit again by Mr. 
Bachanan and his cabinet to pave the way for the rebel- 
lion, to make provision for it in advance, to render in 
advance its suppression impossible, and, moreover, to an- 
nounce loudly that if the voters of 1860 should dare to 
elect a president hostile to slavery, the dissolution of 
the Union would be proclaimed on the spot. 

I have named the South Carolinians, because we must 
really regard them as the chief authors of the insurrection. 
There is in 'South Carolina and Georgia, as well as in the 
States formed from their original territory, Alabama and 
Mississippi, a passionate violence on the subject of slavery, 
which is not discovered in the rest of the South. Here is 
truly found the centre of the conspiracy. I could not 
have said of South Carolina and Georgia what I said just 
now of Virginia and Maryland ; that, in the last century, 
the opposition to slavery and the slave trade was almost 
as lively there as in the North. The States who have 
been the first to give the signal for separation, were the 
last to accept the Union, and the motives of their hesita- 
tion at that time give but too clearly the key to their 
resolutions to-day — South Carolina demanded that the 
Constitution should recognize, in express terms, the legal- 
ity of the slave trade. Mr. Pinckney himself declared 
without blushing that South Carolina would never accept 
the plan (of the Constitution) if it prohibited the com- 
merce in slaves. Terms were made — and here com- 
menced the sad series of compromises — the slave trade 
was sanctioned for twenty years. Such was the entrance 
of the South Carolinians ; whoever recalls it to mind will 
have no difficulty in explaining their exit. 

What has since passed explains it as well. I wish that 
those who dare affirm that slavery is not the cause of the 
present conflict, would be kind enough to interpret, apart 
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from this cause, the discussions of the last few years. 
Not only has slavery always taken a constantly increasing 
part therein, but it has ended by remaining alone in de- 
}jfiiQ — alone, I do not fear to go thus far. It would be 
necessary not to have read a line upon American discns- 
sions for the last ten years, to preserve a doubt on this 
point. The jounials spoke only of slavery ; Congress was 
divided only on the subject of slavery ; elections, great 
and small, were made only with a view to slavery ; inter- 
nal and even external policy was preoccupied only about 
slavery ; parties took form and opposed each other only 
by reason of views concerning slavery ; the declarations 
and scarcely dissembled threats of the South articulated 
only grievances connected with slavery. 

Tliese throats have been heard during forty years, 
but constantly assuming a more precise character. The 
members of the South Carolina Convention recalled this 
to mind themselves not long ago. " Secession," said one 
of the members, Mr. Parker, "is no spasmodic and sudden 
eftbrt. It has long been brewing among us." And Mr. 
Inglis added : "Most of us have had this subject for forty 
years under consideration." Mr. Keitt exclaimed, in his 
turn : " I have been engaged in this movement ever since 
I entered political life." 

Animated by such a spirit, the ringleaders of the 
South, it will be comprehended, would make no scrujjles 
in proi)osing to break off the bargain with their Northern 
fellow-citizens, provided that slavery were menaced by 
them. On the presentation to Congress of petitions 
praying that the District of Columbia, the seat of govern- 
ment, might be free soil, the explosion took place ; and 
directly, obedient to the angry commands of the South, 
Congress i)assed a series of ignoble laws, limiting its own 
action in every thing aflfectiug slavery. On the adoption 
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^'liberty-bUls in the Northern States, came a new ex- 
plosion and new threats ; the South would suffer no State 
to refuse its magistrates and prisons to the execution of 
the infiunous law exacting the return of fugitive slaves. 
We remember, in fine, the struggle which took place be- 
fore Mr. Lincoln's election, for the choice of the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives ; for several weeks 
neither party would yield ; and when finally the Republi- 
can candidate triumphed, the organs of the South were 
not slow in announcing the deep discontent of the slave- 
holders, as well as the terrible results which would ere 
long ensue from it. 

So truly was slavery, and slavery alone concerned, that 
the question par excellence was that involving the fate of 
slavery— the question of the territories. According as 
this should be resolved in one direction or the other, the 
fhtnre of the " institution," every one felt, would be guar- 
anteed or endangered. Thence, the bloody expeditions 
against free Kansas ; thence, the sacking of Lawrence, in 
1856, by the Border liuffianSy led by a former acting vice- 
president of the United States, Mr. Atchison; thence, all 
those scenes of barbarity, the sombre prelude to 1861 ; 
thence, all those solemn resolutions passed by the legisla- 
tures of the South. I quote that adopted by Alabama in 
January, 1860: 

" The territories belonging to the United States are 
the common property of the people of the States. The 
people of the Slave States have a right to enjoy their 
property in slaves within the said territories, so long as 
they preserve this character, and no law adopted by the 
territories can deprive them of such a right'*'* 

This lofty declaration, which is already well-nigh a 
declaration of secession, is found again in the platforms of 
the candidates for the presidency supported by the South. 
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Survey all these platforms, of the South and the North, 
of the ultra and the moderate parties, and yon will find 
therein only the single, absorbing question of slavery — 
Kansas, the territories, fugitive slaves, and nothing else. 
Yet from these has been made the brilliant discovery : 
slavery b not the true cause of the American conflict ! 

What do we read in the platforms of the Republicans 
who supported Mr. Lincoln, and in the votes of their con- 
ventions? No extension of slavery beyond its present 
limits ; no more admission of new slave States into the 
Union ; the adoption of efficient measures against the 
slave trade ; the important modification of the Fugitive 
Slave Law ; the denunciation of the Dred Scott decision, 
which denied all rights to negroes and transformed all 
the free States into slave territory ! 

What do we read in the platform of the South which 
supported Mr. Brcckenridge, and in the votes of its con- 
ventions? Slavery shall be national, and shall be recog- 
nized by the Constitution ; it shall extend with the Union ; 
no State can prevent the transit of slaves ; the Fugitive 
Slave Law shall be made more stringent. 

What do we sec in the platform of the Douglas party ? 
The right of the people of the territories to adopt or pro- 
hibit slavery ; and, in compensation, doubtless, the acqui- 
sition of Cuba. 

In fine, there is not a single party, even to that of Mr. 
Bell, which pretended to preserve an impartial balance be- 
tween the South and the North, the Republicans and the 
Democrats^, that has not taken care to immure itself with- 
in the question of slavery. The platform of the latter 
may be summed up in this wise ; "The maintenance of the 
Union by important concessions to the slave States." 

And observe, the threat of separation has always 
figured in the contest ; so that it cannot bo said that a 
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new question has been substituted for that agitated at 
the time of the two last presidential elections. The 
question has remained and still remains the same : there 
are not two, there is but a single one. The South has 
demanded the extension of slavery, announcing that, if it 
were refused her, she would withdraw from the Union ; 
the North has demanded the non-extension of slavery, 
and has valiantly accepted the chance, terrible though 
it were, of a disruption. 

Do you wish for proof ? Listen. 

Mr. Butler, a leading member of the Senate, where he 
represented South Carolina, expressed himself in this 
wise in 1856 : " If Fremont be elected, each of the South- 
em States will convoke its legislature, and take the neces- 
sary measures." 

Mr. Brooks, the Member of Congress who caned Mr. 
Sumner, said in his turn to those who complimented him : 
"Trample under foot the Constitution of the United 
States, and form a Southern Confederacy, composed en- 
tirely of slave States. ... If Fremont be elected, I am 
of the opinion that the people of the South should rise in 
their might above magistrates and laws, take the power in 
their own hands, and lay the strong grasp of free Southern 
men on the treasury and archives of the Government*" 

At the same time, the Charleston Mercury, an influ- 
ential journal, declared that in case Mr. Fremont were 
elected, " there was not a public man in South Carolina, 
not one of its representatives or members of Congress, 
that would not be decided on a separation." 
^ The Governor of Virginia held exactly the same lan- 
guage. Mr. Faulkner, of this State, the minister to 
France under Mr. Buchanan, exclaimed, a little later: 
" When that noble and brave child of Virginia, Henry 

Wise, declared as he did in October, 1866, that if Fre- 

8* 
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moot were elected, he would seize the Federal arsenal at 
Harper's Ferry, how few at that time would have ap- 
proved so bold a measure! It is the privilege of great 
minds to be in advance of their fellows." 

The question was then no longer of Mr. Fremont, but 
of Mr. Lincoln. I have my hands full of extracts froiQ 
the journals and ofEcial speeches of the time. Their 
uniform conclusion is, ^' If Lincoln be elected, the Union 
must not endure another hour." 

Jefferson Davis, whose testimony will not be without 
value, said, in his address in 1859, to the people of 
Mississi])pi : *' In ease they elect as president a partisan of 
the doctrines professed by Seward at Rochester, dissolve 
the Union ! " 

On the 24th of January, 1860, Mr. Toombs, now a 
member of the cabinet at Richmond, made this speech in 
the Senate: "My State (Georgia) has made kno^Ti its 
opinion. Nine years ago, it assembled a convention, and 
declared that its connection with the government depend- 
ed on the faithful execution of the Fugitive Slave Law, 
and the full enjoyment of equal rights in the territories. 
. . . Free men of Georgia, keep your word, I am ready 
to keep mine ! . . . Never permit the Federal Govern- 
ment to pass into the traitorous hands of the Black Re- 
publican party ! " 

Such was the attitude of the Southern senators and 
representatives. If a j)resident opposed to the progress 
of slavery were elected, the disru])tion would take place. 
" You may elect a Northern president," exclaimed one, 
" but Virginia will resist his authority." And these 
furious declarations were applauded with enthusiasm, not 
only by Southern men, but by many members of the 
democratic party, by all who were in favor of slavery. 
Slavery must be saved at any price — they would sacrifice 
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to it, if necessary, the UnioD, the Constitution, the great- 
ness of the Republic I So true was it that the only anx- 
iety was for slavery. 

Once more, I cannot transcribe every ihing for fear of 
wearying the reader ; it seems to me, moreover, that my 
demonstration is complete. Let me be permitted only to 
give a few lines of the speech delivered in December, 
1856, by Mr. Wise, the Governor of Virginia ; I recom- 
mend them to the attention of Englishmen : 

^^ If pacific means do not suffice, a little bloodletting, 
gentlemen, will reduce the fever. . . . The true seat of 
American dissensions, the true cause, the true root of our 
evil, is the influence of Great Britain. ... I fear some- 
times that the constant intercourse between New and Old 
England has rendered the sympathy of the former for the 
latter more lively than her affection for us.'' 

This is called speaking frankly. The love of slavery 
and the hatred of England, which everywhere attacks 
slavery — ^this is really the basis of Southern feeling. 

The Republican party was therefore forewarned. It 
knew beyond the possibility of mistake what would be 
the immediate results of a liberal election. It must be 
granted, that if these men were not sustained by a moral 
principle, if they were not obedient to the law of duty, 
their conduct becomes inexplicable. One docs not sacri- 
fice, without sufficient reason, his tranquillity, his fortune, 
and the fortune of his country. How am I to compre- 
hend the election of Mr. Lincoln, if opposition to slavery 
were not its cause ? I go further ; how am I to compre- 
hend the existence of a Republican party ? In what does 
it diflfer from that of the Democrats, which mamtsdns the 
system of concession to slavery ? 

Slavery or liberty I Tlie question was put in these 
terms. AR the citizens of the United States, all without 
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exception, understood it in this wise, before and after the 
election. All in the South who were in &vor of liberty, 
Toted for Mr. Lincoln ; (when, by chance, in some partSy 
they were at liberty to express such tendencies ;) all in 
the North who were in favor of slavery, or disposed to 
make concessions to it, voted against Mr. Lincoln. The 
election was so fur from sectional, as Americans term 
it, that a Northern man in favor of slavery would have 
been accepted with enthusiasm by the South, and a 
Southern man opposed to slavery would have been wel- 
comed with no less enthusiasm by the North. 

Never, surely, was a grander problem set before a 
people. Mr. Seward reduced it to an admirable formula, 
when he spoke of the " irrepressible conflict." * 

The conflict remains to-day in the civil war what it 
was in the constitutional struggle of the political meetings. 
If it were otherwise, why is there not a single free State 
on the side of the South ? Why is there not a single 
cotton State on the side of the North ? Why are the 
Border States tlieinselves divided in proportion to their 
attachment to slavery? Why have Western Virginia 
and Eastern Tennessee, for the sole reason that they have 
fewer slaves, detached themselves from their States in 
order to separate from the rebellion ? 

And let not this rebellion be called insane ; in view 
of slavery, in the sight of men who consider nothing 
but slavery, and who, to save it, are ready to immo- 
late every thing, even their country and their oaths, 
the separation had become a necessity. There is an in- 
fallible instinct which warns social iniquities that the 

* This is his phrase, which deserves to be preserred, since it was the 
almost constant text of the debates which preceded the election : 77u 
collision letwen the ttro si/atems of labor in the United States it an 
irrepreMible conjfict between two opposing force*. 
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xnoment their power is circamscribcd, their death-warrant 
is signed. They are condemned to go on increasing under 
pain of perishing. Can you conceive of stationary slavery, 
stationary in the country of incessant progress ? Every 
thing around it is growing, while it has ceased to increase. 
How long will it be before it will have ceased to exist ? 
See free States springing up at the North and West ; 
what will become of it, imprisoned in insuperable limits, 
shut out from the territories, the list of States wliich 
belong to it definitively closed ? 

Mr. Sumner has said with great reason, " Such is the 
nature of slavery, that it can only exist where it rules.'' 
A vital question was therefore at stake, and nothing had 
power of changing its nature — promise what you like, 
pile up guarantees, interdict yourselves the right of inter- 
fering in any manner with the internal institutions of 
States — it matters little ; slavery ceasing to reign, will 
cease to live ; forbidden to go forward, it will go back- 
ward rapidly. 

It rem£uns for me to examine what has passed since 
the election of Mr. Lincoln ; I find it the exact confinna- 
tion, and counter-verification, as it were, of all that hap- 
pened before. Slavery remains the sole question. The 
cotton States continue their threats, the partisans of com- 
promise endeavor to effect negotiations. 

And what do we find in these schemes? Did the 
peace conference, which sat at Washington under the 
preiddency of Mr. Tyler and the influence of Virginia, 
have any other thought than slavery ? Did it propose to 
proclaim free trade ? No one dreamed of it there for a 
moment ; no one thought of it until afler the attempt to 
deceive Europe by substituting pretexts for reasons. 
The minutes of the Peace Conference may be consulted ; 
nothing will be found in them which does not relate to 
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slavery in the territories, to fugitive slaves, to amendments 
calculated to render the Constitution more fiivorable to 
slaveholders, to the maintenance of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to the transit of slaves through free 
States, to the sojourn in free States of planters with 
their slaves, to the suppression of incendiary attacks 
against the doctrine of slavery, to the abrogation of lib- 
erty-bills. 

These were the things then debated at Washington ; 
and if a few stipulations were proposed besides, designed 
to recognize the right of separation, I need not say that 
circumstances rendered such manifestations inevitable. 
At the same time, a respectable man, Mr. Crittenden, with 
whom compromises are somewhat of a specialty, offered 
motions in Congress, designed to reestablish peace, the 
sole object of which was slavery. 

I have turned over with some care a large volume 
containing the debates of the Missouri Convention in 
1861. I was curious to see what the representatives of 
one of the largest of the Border States had to say among 
themselves, under the impulse of events. I have ex- 
amined it thoroughly ; and, apart from a few dissertations 
on the right of separation;^ and, consequently, on State 
sovereignty, I have discovered nothing but discussions, 
often very interesting, and arguing a remarkable devel- 
opment of local life, but relating solely to slavery. 

There was another document to be consulted ; namely, 
the act whereby the insurgent South appropriated to 
its use the ancient Constitution of the United States. 
What changes have been introduced in this ? Two, only. 
!rhe first, the necessary consequence of the political prin- 
ciple proclaimed by the revolution, ensures State sover- 
eignty ; the second, the expression of the fundamental 
idea of the South, recognizes and protects slavery in 
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all the States, as well as in the territories which may be 
acquired by their confederacy. 

The South has been praised for having put aside all 
" false delicacy," and called things by " their right names,'* 
It is certain that it has fully deserved this praise. Al« 
though restrained by the necessity of not too greatly ex- 
asperating public opinion in Europe, although sacrificing 
to this necessity the slave-trade, warmly defended at 
Montgomery by the South Carolinians, it has unfurled its 
banner, and if we do not read thereon its true device, it 
is our fault and not its own. 

Not only does it summon to itself all the slave States, 
which arc still missing, while it would not accept a free 
State at any price, but it defines in the clearest terms that 
article of its constitution which ought to have aroused 
the conscience of the nineteenth century. 

Hear the Itlchmond Enquirer : " Hitherto the defence 
of slavery has encountered great difficulties, because its 
apologists (for they were merely apologists) stopped half 
way. They confined the defence of slavery to negro 
slavery alone, abandoning the principle of slavery, and 
admitting that every other form of slavery was wrong. 
Now, the line of defence is changed : the South maintains 
that slavery is just, natural, and necessary, and. that it 
does not depend on the difference of complexions." 

Hear Mr. Stephens, the Vice-President of the South- 
em Confederacy, and the most eloquent of its orators. 
His Atlanta speech, which I am about to quote, is a man- 
ifesto, and a manifesto accepted by his fellow-citizens ; for 
it was after this speech that he was reelected to the emi- 
nent position which he fills : '* Though last, not least, the 
new constitution has put to rest forever all the agitating 
questions relating to our peculiar institutions. . . . Slavery 
was the immediate cause of the late rupture and present 
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revolution. Jefferson, in his forecast, had anticipated this 
as *• the rock upon which the old Union would split.' He 
was right. The prevailing ideas entertained by him and 
most of the leading statesmen of his time were, that the 
enslavement of the African race was in violation of the 
laws of nature. . . .Those ideas, however, were fundament- 
aUy false. They rested upon the assumption of the equal- 
ity of races. This was an error. It was a sandy founda- 
tion. . . .Our new government is founded upon exactly the 
opposite idea ; its foundations are laid, its comer-stone 
rests, upon the great truth that the negro is not equal to 
the white man ; that slavery, subordination to the supe- 
rior race, is his natural and normal condition. This, our 
new government, is the first in the history of the world 
based upon this great physical, philosophical, and moral 
truth. . . .The negro, by nature or by the curse against 
Canaan, is fitted for that condition which he occupies in 
our system. This stone, which was rejected by the build- 
ers, ' is become the chief stone of the corner ' in our new 
edifice." 

We see that there are two schools in the South, and 
that Mr. Stephens, not going so far as the Jiichmond ItJ/i- 
quirer, confines himself to negro slavery ! But with what 
enthusiasm he speaks of it ! How we feel that to him and 
his Southern compatriots it is a duty to be accomplished ! 

By the side of this ofiicial manifesto, all else grows 
dim. I will therefore suppress the numerous quota- 
tions which I have at hand, and content nivself with 
recalling the fact — the remembrance contains a lesson — 
that Mr. Calhoun, the most important politician, perhaps, 
that the South has ever produced, did not fear to affirm 
already in his time, that " slavery was the surest and most 
stable basis on which to establish free institutions." Mr. 
Hunter, of Virginia, expressed the same idea in a figura- 
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tire shape : ^ The keystone which caps and sustains the 
powerful arch on which our social system reposes, is made 
of that block of black marble called the African alave?^ 

Is doubt still possible ? Suppose even, which Is false, 
that the North has not risen against slavery, we are forced 
to admit at least that the South has really risen for slave- 
ry. It is the first time, they have taken care to tell us — 
it is the first time in the history of the world that a great 
movement has been made in the sole end of proclaiming 
and securing the sacred rights of slavery. This is a re- 
bellion without grievances or pretexts; it has but one 
thought — slavery is menaced, slavery may perish, the new 
President will not give slavery the protection which it 
needs, majorities will be formed constantly more hostile 
to slavery. 

Yet European opinion has wavered I 

We are told of other questions which give the key, it 
is said, of the present crisis. Let us examine them. 

"At the bottom of the electoral struggle which re- 
snlted in the presidency of Mr. Lincoln, there was not 
slavery, but supremacy !" This is often repeated in Eu- 
rope, and has an air of profundity. I seek for things be- 
hind the words, and find nothing. 

What means the supremacy of the South ? — the ex- 
tension of slavery. The South, moreover, willingly ac- 
cepted Northern men, and Mr. Buchanan, the Pennsylva- 
nian, suited it admirably, because he served the purposes 
of slavery; because, with him, it could organize expedi- 
tions against Central America and Cuba ; because, with 
him, it could continue the slave trade ; because, w^ith him, 
it could impose slavery in Kansas on a people that reject- 
ed it. 

Discover, if you can, any distinction whatever between 



180 EBBOBS CREDITED IN EUSOF& 

the question of slavery and the question of supremacy ! 
You will not succeed. If it were otherwise, the electoral 
platforms, I think, would have accorded some place to 
this question of supremacy. If it were otherwise, would 
there have been an important party in the North — ^the 
Democratic party — voting for Southern candidates ? Who 
can make you believe that the supremacy of the South 
was desired by Northern democrats ? Their policy was 
more natural — they accepted the candidates of the South 
because they accepted the extension of slavery. 

" Well, be it so," it is said ; " the question is not of 
supremacy, but State sovereignty." 

What does this mean? Was the South to be op- 
pressed ? Was any one about to meddle with her pecu- 
liar institutions? Was self-government to be infringed 
upon in any wise ? Had Mr. Lincoln announced his de- 
sign of attacking that portion of sovereignty constitu- 
tionally devolving on individual States ? The attempt is 
vain ; it will not be easy to transform Mr. Lincoln into a 
despot, rending, with his own hands, the constitution of 
his country; or to move our compassion for the servi- 
tude with which the South was bowed down or threat- 
ened. It possessed, by virtue of its constitution, the 
privilege of electing more representatives than its white 
population would have permitted ; it had, in fact, since 
the foundation of the Union, made twelve presidents out 
of nineteen ; twenty-one speakers out of thirty-three ; 
and sixty-one presidents of the Senate out of seventy- 
seven, including presidents pro tern. The minority, it 
had made the law. 

Ah ! if by the words, " State sovereignty," you mean 
the right of the South forever to rule the North, and its 
right to withdraw w^hen this government escapes its 
hands, into the bargain, I have nothing to say ; in this 
r« spect, the questions of supremacy and State sovereignty 
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were both involved. Bat who does not see that the claim 
to rale was confounded here with the cause of slavery, 
which perishes, as we have said, as soon as its interests 
cease to rule ? The supremacy and independence of the 
SoDlh again was only slavery. If this had not been so, 
everyone would not have said and felt it. There is a 
popular instinct in great crises which is never mistaken. 

In our eagerness to put ourselves on the wrong scent 
and reassure our conscience, we have carefully gathered 
up the small reasons and let the great ones go. The 
smill reasons are real ones ; the error does not consist in 
pomting them out, but in assigning them a place which 
does not belong to them. 

I will apply tliis remark to the most general, most 
popdar explanation of the Southern insurrection. 

" There is in it," it is said, " an antipathy of race. 
The incompatibility of temper between the North and 
South already troubled the patriotic soul of Washington, 
who trusted to time to resolve the problem. Time, how- 
ever, has wrought no solution, the problem remains entire, 
the mutual hatred of the Cavalier and the Puritan, the 
man of leisure who leads the life of a gentleman, and the 
man who works for his livelihood in the fields, the factory, 
and the warehouse — this long-lived hatred must some day 
have brought about a rupture. It has done so; why 
ahoald we cast the blame on slavery?" 

Why ? Because, so long as tlie question of slavery 
was not raised in its present form, the differences of the 
North and South, which, doubtless, were not less, brought 
about no secession. The threats of secession commenced 
on the day when slavery had reason to believe itself in 
peril ; the threats of secession were realized on the day 
when this peril became certain. 

It is convenient to forget this, and to expatiate on the 
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definition of the distinct types found north and south of 
the Susquehanna. If you say that the eotU>n planter de- 
tests the Yankee, you are right in some measure. The 
Times correspondent, in his journey through the South, 
gatliered manifestations of feelings not precisely amiable : 
"Would that the accursed vessel that brought those 
d— d Yankees to America had foundered on the way ! 
We could get along with these fanatics, if they were only 
Christians and gentlemen. Give us whatever government 
you like, even tyranny or despotism, but nothing shall 
compel us to remain united with the brutal and vulgar 
rabble of New England ! " Such is indeed the expression 
of hatred as it is felt now in Charleston. In the eyes of 
the South Carolinians in arms for slavery, New England, 
I say it to its honor, can be naught but the incaniation 
of evil. Freedom of speech, freedom of the press, habits 
of labor, every thing that wounds the susceptibilities of 
slaveholders, is found in these primitive States, peoj)led 
by Roundheads. The attack comes from there, the enemy 
is there. 

But the enemy — ^Ict not the English deceive them- 
selves ! — is also in England. Among Americans, I per- 
ceive much less antagonism of races than of j)rinciples. 
Take away slavery, and the motives for union will a 
thousand times prevail (South Carolina and Georgia ex- 
cepted, perhaj)s) over those for separation. In the South 
and North, I see the same religious faiths, the same char- 
itable institutions, the same national glory, the same great 
men adopted by all, the same historic memories, the same 
language, the same literature, the same interests, the same 
parties. Let us add that the same institutions have been 
practised and loved in both North and South; they still 
exercise such an hifluence over the Southern j)cople, that 
after having seceded to protect their slavery, they have 
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deemed it impossible for them to imagine forms of govern- 
ment other than those of the United States. 

I am not ignorant that, under the influence of over- 
excited passions, and to flatter the English, of whom they 
had need, the Soath Carolinians may have uttered the cry 
which, according to Mr. Kusscll, must have caused the 
shades of George UL, North, and Johnson, to leap for 
joy: " If wo could but be governed by a member of the 
Tojal &mily of England !" But let them not trust too 
much to this. If the planters cast a look of envy on the 
landed aristocracy and gentry of their cousins, if they love 
English customs, if they pride themselves on their descent 
from old English families, England, notwithstanding, will 
do wisely not to dream of the establishment of a constitu- 
tional monarchy under a prince of the house of Ilanover. 
Kepuhlican manners have struck root deeper than is imag- 
ined, even on the shores of the Gulf of Mexico ; the op- 
position of the South and North is less absolute than is 
aid. Apart from slavery, no question would have sepa- 
rated those united by so many ties. The honorable cor- 
respondent of the Times was much nearer the truth 
when, forgetful for a moment of the com])liments paid to 
England, and remembering, as a man of heart, the great 
cause of humanity which England patronizes, he exclaim- 
ed, of the conversation held around him by Southerners : 
**My ears were shocked at hearing tliis subject discussed 
in the English tongue." 

Such are the principal explanations of the insurrec- 
tion ; the rest are not worth the trouble of naming. Has 
not the attempt been made, af\er all, to attribute consid- 
erable importance to the tariff? I do not believe that, 
eren in the South, a single man could be found willing to 
maintain that this question had any sliare in the last elec- 
tion, or that it was thought of when secession was pro- 
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claimed. It is easy to arrange antitheses in Europe: 
*^ Here the agricultaral interest, there the manufactaiing 
interest; here protection, there free trade." Without 
denying the opposition of interests, I believe much more 
in their unison ; and as to the chimerical part attributed 
to the tariff the planters think like me, for, by the con- 
fession of Mr. Stephens, their mouth-piece, the tariff 
which was in force when they seceded was the result of 
their own votes. 

There was, then, but one question in 1860 — ^that of 
slavery. 

"But," it is objected, "the republican party, by its 
own admission, does not pursue abolition, properly called; 
it thinks only of non-extension." 

Yes, certainly ; and what do you conclude from it ? 
Non-extension contains abolition; it leads to it neces- 
sarily. For many years, the problem has been put in 
these terms; some demanding extension, others reject- 
ing it, all knowing that this first point once resolved, 
the rest must follow. Two roads start from the same 
point ; the question is to know whether we will take the 
first or second ; the whole journey is comprised in the 
choice. Will it be said that the travellers who thus pro- 
ceed in contrary directions, are only separated at first by 
the distance of a few steps, and that this signifies nothing ? 
But the separation will go on increasing ; directions alone 
are important on earth. 

Now, the electors of Mr. Lincoln have done a great 
thing — they have changed the direction hitherto adopted 
by their country. That they may not have had, with 
respect to slavery, the profound hatred and energetic 
determination which might have been desired, I do not 
dispute. I believe that the greater number were im- 
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pdled less by tbe need of protesting against a moral evil 
than bj tbe desire of combating a political one. This is 
trae ; yet, notwithstanding, without having the design to 
exterminate slavery, they had a design whose greatness 
oamiot be contested, since they thought to limit it, since 
they cast their suffrages for the man who bad expressed 
himself thus : *^ If I were in Congress, and the proposition 
to prohibit slavery in the new territories were under 
discussion, in spite of the Dred Scott decree, I would 

vote for its prohibition We must endeavor 

to overthrow this Dred Scott decision." 

The Republican party in general was not abolitionist ; 
it was anti-slavery-propagandist — pardon me, for once, so 
barbarous an expression — ^without abolishing, it wished to 
check it. And where is the abolitionbt in Europe who 
would not have leaped for joy if any one had foretold to 
him, three or four years ago, that the extension of slavery 
was about to be checked in America ? For myself, I con- 
fess that I have long desired this, and nothing else. And 
I have never thought myself modest in making such a 
wish. 

Behold us at the heart of the argument ; let us en- 
deavor to form a just idea of the present sentiments of 
the North, the intentions of Mr. Lincoln and his cabinet, 
and the movement of public opinion with respect to 
slavery. 

I begin with the abolitionists. They did not make 
the last election, although they contributed their share to 
it ; they do not direct the policy of the North, although 
their influence may make itself felt there. We would 
wrong the United States, were we to attribute to the 
abolitionist party the monopoly of generous sentiments on 
the subject of slavery. Yet, in the presence of this great 
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cause, 8o long misunderstood, but Tchich is now adyanciiig 
t^ith giant strides, it is impossible not to tbink with 
respect of tbosc valiant men who have stemmed the cur- 
rent of interests and accepted the hatred of the multitude ; 
who, without even speaking of their martyrs, have sacri- 
ficed their repose, their influence, their political prospecta, 
to devote themselves to the defence of the oppressed. 
Woe to the country where the name of Garrison, of Tap- 
pan, of Wendell Phillips, shall not be honored ! 

I know what reproaches a considerable number of 
American abolitionists have deserved. There are some 
who, like Parker, rebel against the Gk)spel in which, 
strange to say, they fancy that they discover the sanction 
of slavery. There are others who seem not to be fiistid- 
ious with respect to means — ^to trample the Constitution 
under foot, to emancipate the blacks after the manner 
of John Brown, to accept if necessary the horrible chance 
of negro insurrections — there is reason to suppose them 
ready for these. 

I shall not dwell on the point. As a system, abo- 
litionism is dead. It has died the death of noble causes, 
by the very effect of its own triumph. What is the use 
of an abolition party, when the whole North is about to 
become abolitionized ? 

This does not mean that the North has already be- 
come so. Let us beware of that feverish impatience 
which refuses men time enough to be sure of their own 
minds! When we do an honorable action, we never 
know how far it will carry us. 

The election of Mr. Lincoln will carry the Nortlr a 
great way, as Europe must comprehend. But time again 
is needed. On the morrow of the election, or, if we will, 
on the morrowof the fall of Sumter, whatever might have 
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been tbe patriotic unanimity of the North, it nevertheless 
included, side by side, the victors and the vanquished, 
the friends and the opponents of Mr. Lincoln, the Repub- 
licans and the Democrats. Thence arose a complicated 
position, the difficulties of which were evident. 

If the Republicans themselves were then &r from 
measuring the full scope of their triumph, the Democrats 
mingled with the indignation caused by the revolt of the 
South, a persistent tendency to compromises. The party 
of Mr. Douglas certainly cared little to enter into direct 
conflict with slavery, and the party of Mr. Crittenden in 
the Border States cared still less to do so— Mr. Critten- 
den, who published descriptions of fugitive slaves in the 
newspapers, with the promise of *^ two hundred dollars 
reward." 

Composed of such elements, the public opinion of the 
North could not be impelled at the first onset to decisive 
measures; a considerable party was necessarily found, 
obstinate in dreaming as long as possible of the return 
of the South and negotiations with the South, and deter- 
mined not to give umbrage to tbe staggering fidelity of 
the Border States. 

Sentiments of this sort were several times manifested 
with extreme violence. Abolition presses were destroyed, 
and abolition meetings dispersed or hissed down in Ohio, 
Dlinois and Massachusetts. The watchword was '' Union, 
not abolition." For the Union, for the Constitution, lives 
by thousands, and dollars by millions were promised and 
given ; for the destruction of slavery, was promised neither 
a dollar nor a drop of blood. 

This is the fact ; I do not seek to paint it in ideal 
colors. If I do not greatly admire it, neither does it 
succeed in rousing my indignation. Is it not in accord- 
ance with the necessary progress of human events ? Does 

9 
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it ever happen on earth, that a nation engaged in a land- 
able work maintiuns itself on the level of its principle ? 
Our works are always greater than we. 

The North, moreover, is more conscious than is sup- 
posed of the goal toward which it is advancing. Hus 
intelligent and reflective people is nott ignorant that 
abolition is at the end, only it wishes to do one thing 
after another. To-day, war ; to-morrow, . . . For 
the war, all are needed; we will therefore put aside 
every thing that can divide us. The question of slavery 
makes its way naturally, necessarily, as a carriage glides 
.down the inclined plane on which it is placed. The 
American people, let us not forget, placed it upon this 
inclined plane, when, in spite of threats, and in the fiice 
of an appalling crisis, it resolutely, to resist the excess of 
evil, adopted the nomination of Mr. Lincoln. 

In setting forth the moral position of the North, I 
defined Mr. Lincoln's position in advance ; he represents 
with marvellous fidelity, the country by which he was 
elected. 

A Kentuckian by birth, and the fast friend of two able 
Kentuckians — Messrs. Holt and Crittenden — who urge 
him to circumspection, Mr. Lincoln is evidently not a 
stranger to that fever of compromises which seems to 
run in the American blood. He will go on to the end, 
but be will proceed thither step by step. A slow gait is 
most in conformity with his nature. The declared enemy 
of the progress of slavery, he would fear too hastily to 
approach the problem of abolition. 

I do not impute this to him as a crime, for I feel as 
much as any one with what prudence the strongest con- 
viction should be armed. A special prudence, moreover, 
is almost always imposed on men by high position and 
grave responsibility ; considered from high or low, by the 
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bead of a State or by the first comer, questions do not, and 
flhoold not, present the same aspect. But^ aside from this 
legitimate prudence, there is, it seems to me, a natural, 
and in some sort innate, tendency in Mr. Lincoln to seek 
the middle course. In his great electoral campaign, he 
made no absolute pledges either for the abrogation of the 
Fugitive Slave Law or for the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia ; while manifesting the desire to remedy 
the wrong, he did not for a moment lose sight of the dif- 
ficulties and inconveniences of the remedy. No one was 
more anxious than he to respect State sovereignty and 
avoid whatever might give the government a ^' sectional '' 
appearance. 

Although, as fiur as I am concerned, I prefer the most 
decided characters and entire convictions, I am not blind, 
notwithstanding, to the advantage, in the present circum- 
stances, of so moderate a President. I experienced a 
feeling of respect — ^I, who so ardently desire the abolition 
of slavery — when I saw Mr. Lincoln, taking his oaths and 
the Constitution in earnest, hesitate for several hours to 
sign the law of Congress which declared free all slaves of 
rebels employed in arms against the North. He finally 
signed it, and he did right ; the condition of war confers 
certain exceptional rights on the head of the State, who 
is also the head of the army. To fetter the movement 
woald have been a great mistake, but to precipitate it 
would have been a still greater one. It belonged to the 
President, above all, to strive to maintain intact the una- 
nimity of the North by avoiding to wound the Border 
States, which will be henceforth faithful, by too abrupt 
measures, and also by regarding the feelings of the Dem- 
ocratic party, which is daily becoming more favorable to 
the cause of emancipation, but which cannot in a moment 
leap over the space which separates it fi'om the Repub- 



190 SRBOBS GBEDITED IS EUBOPBt 

Ucans. Enough for the day is the evil thereof; in propor- 
tion as we advance, in proportion as the public opinion 
of the North shapes itself in the direction of progressive 
emancipation, Mr. Lincoln can take measures impossible 
at the outset. 

Mr. Lincoln has acted with reason and humanity in 
refusing the negro regiments offered him by the refugees 
of Canada, as well as in averting as long as possible meas- 
ures calculated to stir up slave insurrections in the South* 

Mr. Lincoln has endeavored to strengthen his cabinet 
in its resistance to the ultra abolitionists. Has he never 
gone too far in this direction ? I will not deny it. The 
removal of Mr. Fremont, though we may not be in a 
position to judge fully of it in Europe, has grieved the 
friends of liberty among us. 

But how many redeeming measures have there been I 
Mr. Lincoln, let us not forget, has abolished the Fugitive 
Slave Law, in fact;* has given the most liberal orders con- 
cerning negroes to his generals ; has announced, in fine — 
and this is prodigious progress — that diplomatic relations 
will be opened wdth the two black republics, Liberia and 
Hayti. These first acts give hopes of others ; I await 
them with full confidence. 

It was not useless to give instructions to the generals. 

Several among them, seeming to mistake the high end 
of the American movement, and carrying to extremes 
the desire of taking away all abolitionist character from 
the war, had well-nigh transformed their soldiers into 
slave catchers, and their camps into prisons. Slaves, alas ! 
had been put in irons, whipped, and restored to their 
masters! One hardly dares think of the consequences 

* The recent execution of the Fugitive Slave Law in the District of 
Columbia and elsewhere, proves that Count de Gasparin was unfortu- 
nately mistaken in supposing it a dead letter. — Tr. 
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of Boch deeds. Thank Ood I they have become hence- 
forth impossible ; the August circular has regulated the 
matter in the most liberal manner — ^to receive fugitive 
slaves, to employ them in the quality of free men in ex- 
change for wages, to reserve the regulation of the indem- 
nity due the master, if the latter be not a rebel — such 
are the principles laid down by the minister of war. 

€^eral Fremont went further. His proclamation, 
which Mr. lancoln has modified, went beyond the limits 
set by Congress, and constituted, consequently, an excess 
of power which the President was right in repressing, 
notwithstanding the generous feeling which Mr. Fremont 
had inspired. He had other faults besides ; an ostentatious 
body-guard, extravagant expenses, lack of administrative 
capacity — such are the reproaches which have been 
brought against him. It is added, but this is a question 
which it does no}i belong to us to examine, that, despite 
his eminent skill as an engineer and explorer, he was a 
bad general ; that he had failed to send timely aid, either 
to the heroic Lyon, the defenders of Lexington, or the 
m^n body of the army overwhelmed at Springfield ; that, 
in fine, the principal expedition of th<\ war, that of the 
Mississippi, was imperilled in his hands. 

Once more, we are not the judges. Mr. Fremont has 
energetically protested against the report of Adjutant- 
General Thomas, which served as the basis of his recall, 
and which events have taken pleasure ever since in con- 
tradicting on all points. Perhaps Mr. Fremont has been 
unjustly sacrificed ; however this may be, it is di£Scult 
not to regret that the most rigorous act of Mr. Lincoln 
should have happened to fall upon so excellent a man. 
The Pathfinder enjoys an immense popularity in the 
United States, in which is associated Mrs. Fremont, famil- 
iarly called ^^ Our JesBie^'* whom the army of Missouri 
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has seen marching by the side of her husband. Mr. Fre- 
mont represented, in the eyes of Europe, a hberal and 
generous tendency, which has been believed, doubtless 
without reason, to be myolved in his disgrace. 

It added to the prestige of Mr. Fremont that his re- 
call reached him at the moment when he was in pursuit 
of the enemy, and almost on the eve of a battle. His 
Springfield proclamation is stamped with a patriotic sad- 
ness, with which it is impossible not to be touched. In 
taking leave of his enthusiastic and exasperated soldiers, 
the sole thought of the general was how to appease their 
wrath, to maintain discipline, and to transmit intact to 
his happier successor, this army, sure of obtaining the 
victory. 

There are words here that quicken the pulses of the 
soul, words such' as we have heard too seldom from 
America during the past year. It has therefore been in- 
cumbent on me to pause at this incident, and briefly to 
narrate the feelings of Europe on seeing this general re- 
moved in the very face of the enemy. If there be error, 
as I am inclined to believe, it will be repaired ; if Mr. 
Fremont, despite his eminent qualities in other respects, be 
scarcely capable of commanding an army, he will none the 
less remain one of the loftiest characters in America, as his 
conduct at the moment of his disgrace will remain one of 
the glorious facts of our time. 

In any case, I am happy to say that his removal can- 
not be explained by the motive that some have affected 
to suspect in it. It was not in the capacity of abolitionist 
that he was set aside ; for, on the one hand, he had ac- 
cepted the modification introduced by the President into 
his proclamation, and, on the other, the minister of war 
wlio proposed his recall was a more pronounced abolitionist 
tlinii himself 
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One would say, indeed, to hear some persons, that Mr. 
Lincohi's government had been signalized by no progress, 
with regard to the liberty of the negroes. I recalled a 
few fiicts of this sort, just now ; but there are others 
which must be mentioned. 

On the 4th of December, a letter of instructions 
was addressed by the Secretary of State to General 
McClellan, which leaves room for no misunderstanding 
with respect to fugitive slaves : '' Instead of imprisoning 
them," says Mr. Seward, " we should imprison those who 
pursue them." 

A fugitive slave was arrested in Washmgton, con. 
fbrmably to the celebrated Fugitive Slave Law. The 
government ordered his immediate liberation. 

The instructions given to the naval expeditions des- 
tined for the South, contain these explicit commands* 
" You are at liberty to accept all services, whether of 
fugitives or others, that may be offered to the National 
Government. You are to assure loyal owners that Con- 
gress will secure them a just compensation." 

Congress, on its side, has not remained inactive. It 
has ordered an inquiry concerning certain slaves still im- 
prisoned in the jails at Washington. It has several plans 
before it, the openly abolitionist character of which can- 
not be contested. Called by the last message of Mr. Lin- 
coln to the discussion of grave questions, all relating to 
emancipation, it does not appear far from entering upon 
more decisive measures than were announced in its Con- 
fiscation Bill. 

One fact among others permits us to measure the 
distance already passed over since the election of Mr. 
Lincoln. It will be remembered that, under his prede- 
cessors, the slave trade was in full prosperity. In the 
space of a year, more than a hundred vessels had been 
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fitted ont firom the ports of the TTnited States, and if 
there had been a few prosecations here and there, thej 
had never been followed by any severe sentence. This 
was the time when Mr. Slidell, one of the oommissioners 
seized the other day on board the Tirent^ offered resoln* 
tions in the Senate, requesting the President to signify to 
the other powers that America would no longer furnish 
her quota of cruisers on the African coast. To-day, things 
have greatly changed : for the first time for many years, 
the captain of a slaver has been sentenced to death for 
the crime of piracy. Still more, despite the repugnance 
inspired in Mr. Lincoln by the penalty of death, despite 
the unheard-of efforts of the friends of the condemned for 
his life, his execution has taken place. We may judge by 
this that the epoch of acts of violence, against Englidi 
cruisers, of enterprises against Cuba, of Ostend confer- 
ences, and of programmes signed by Messrs. Buchanan, 
Mason, and Slidell, in £ivor of an unlimited extension of 
slavery, are left behind. 

The progress of public opinion is rapid, and the de- 
scription which I just gave of the position of parties 
in the North, will soon cease to be correct. A work is 
being silently accomplished in the heart of American 
society, the results of which will not be long in appear- 
ing. The conviction that slavery is the great criminal, 
that slavery must perish, and that without this there is 
nothing really done, is continually gaining ground. 
" There is a moral principle m our war. Whence came 
our debasement ? Why is the uprising of our people now 
necessary? Slavery has done it. Slavery is the arch 
rebel, the great traitor, the sole traitor, in reality ; the 
whole rebellion is contained in slavery." Such are the 
ideas and words, unpopular or distrusted at first, which 
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ire now in every one's month. The Democrats them- 
aelves are inclining to this side. It seems absurd to all 
to contend purely and simply to restore the condition 
which gave rise to the civil war. If nothing else were 
wished, of what use has it been to elect Mr. Lincoln, 
brave a destructive crisis, sacrifice thousands of lives, and 
add millions to the public debt ? 

The good sense of the Americans thus acts its part by 
coming to the aid of their conscience. The moral nature 
of the conflict, confused at first in the eyes of many, 
constantly reveals itself more and more in its majesty. 
It is with this as with all generous causes — ^it grows and 
strengthens as it goes on, vires acquirit eimdo. 

The influence of the war has been decisive in this 
respect The balls that pierced Ellsworth and Lyon 
slew the prejudices among thousands of men which still 
beset their minds and hindered them from clearly dis- 
cerning the scope of the last presidential election. It is 
henceforth impossible for the war to end without giving 
to slavery the blow that must destroy it, sooner or later. 
Charles Sumner eloquently expressed this thought in the 
late Republican convention at Worcester : *' Contemplate 
the war, study it on all sides ; you will always see slavery 
as the sole cause of its evils." Never were the words of 
the Roman orator more applicable : Nullum /acinus ex- 
titit nisiperte^ maUum flagitium sine te. Slavery is the 
cause of the war : it is its power, its end, its aim, its all. 
It is often said that the war will put an end to slavery ; 
this is probable, but what is still more probable is that 
the abolition of slavery will put an end to the war I 

The popular excitement is such that there is reason 
sometimes to fear too hasty movements. The warmest 
abolition feeling is propagated in the immense army of 

9* 
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the North, and whole regiments have been seen march- 
ing through Northern cities to the John Brown song : 

" John Brown*s body lies mouldering in the ground ; 

His sculps marching on.** 

We remember the strange speech of Colonel Cochrane, 
and the still stranger approbation which was so openly 
given to the Secretary of War, Mr. Cameron, when the 
question was nothing less than that of urging the arming 
of the slaves. It is possible, doubtless, that the power of 
events may carry America thus far ; social revolutions 
often carry a blind force within themselves, to which the 
wisest can offer but a weak resistance ; but the friends 
of the negroes will be the first in this event to deplore 
such impetuosity. 

I readily comprehend why Mr. Lincoln exposes him- 
self to the reproach of ultra moderation, rather than 
endure the yoke of the Jacobins of abolition. When 
General Phelps, in his address to the people of Louisiana 
and Mississippi, proclaimed in strong terms the hatred of 
Anglo-Saxons to slavery, he might be accused of going a 
little too fast; nevertheless, there was nothing in this 
directly to instigate negro insurrections. Any thing that 
should go further would be strongly opposed. 

Tliere is a party in Congress which would not recoil 
before extreme measures, and which would gladly ensure 
its success in the beginning by obtaining the removal of 
General McClellan. Mr. Lincoln acts like himself, in re- 
sisting this party, in striking out a part of Mr. Cameron's 
report, in replacing him by a more conservative minister, 
in giving his support to the young commander-in-chief, in 
declaring himself ready to adopt measures conducive to 
emancipation, without accepting those which would en- 
gender civil war. 
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Do yon remember that admirable speech of Mrs. 
Stowe: ** Great pity makes us pause." Yes, at the 
thought of servile war (she said this to England, which 
did not yet comprehend prudent progress, but confound- 
ed it with inaction) — at the thought of servile war, great 
pity should make us pause ; pity for the whites and pity 
for the blacks. Picture to yourself three or four millions 
of negroes, roaming over the plantations with fire and 
Bword in hand I It is the only calamity, perhaps, that 
may be compared with slavery. Ah ! let us not ensan- 
guine the cause we love ; let us not dishonor the flag of 
abolition ; let us remember that such is not the method 
of the Grospel! 

If any thing were capable of justifying the Southern 
rebellion, it would be these negro insurrections. ^' You 
see for yourselves," they say ; " we are fighting for our lives, 
and the honor of our wives and daughters ; emancipation 
among us would be necessarily a second St. Domingo." 

Those who cling to the honor of the North and of 
abolition, should strive before every thmg not to author- 
ize such language. If a few negro insurrections take 
place, it ia, perhaps, inevitable ; the responsibility of them 
at least must not rest on the fiiends of liberty. Their 
work — and I praise Mr. Lincoln for having so well com- 
prehended it — is a work of love and peace. They know 
that to organize negro insurrections would be to condemn 
this unhappy race to a remediless degradation. Emanci- 
pations effected in this wise never lead to true liberty ; 
look at Hayti, and compare it with the English West 
Indies! 

Who knows, besides, whether slave insurrections would 
not bring about a violent reaction in the North itself? 
Perchance the Federal armies would with their own 
hands suppress these criminal attempts on the lives of 
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fellow oitizens, friends and relatives. In any case, the 
pnblic opinion of the whole world would turn aside with 
horror ; at the story of the massacres, we should begin to 
curse freedom. Do we not know that liberty suffers more 
from the errors of its partisans than from the attacks of 
its adversaries ? 

Then a crime is a crime ; we must always come back 
to this. By the side of this conscientious reason, all 
arguments of utility grow dim. No crime, at any price, 
for a holy cause I Such is our cry ; America will hear it. 

Let it not be maintained, moreover, that slave insur- 
rections are impossible. I am not ignorant that the South, 
with the boasting imprudence which characterizes it, 
lately argued against the North the tranquillity of its 
negroes, thus making a weapon of the very peace ensured 
it by the moderation of Mr. Lincoln. The Southern jour- 
nals have talked loudly of negro battalions, full of ardor, 
and anxious to give a good lesson to the abolitionists. 

And how could the negroes of the South help showing 
enthusiasm ? A slave has the feelings which he is com- 
manded to have, until the moment when his true senti- 
ments are at liberty to break out. Will they never break 
out ? God only knows. I suppose at all events that the 
people of Virginia have not forgotten the insurrection of 
1831, Nat Turner, and the two days' massacre. Denmark 
Vesey and his accomplices are doubtless still remembered 
at Charleston. They were numbered by thousands ; their 
heroic silence wearied the executioners ; the whole State 
was a prey to terror. Yet madmen now exclaim that 
slave insurrections are impossible. 

I have pointed out the danger of going too fiist ; I 
shall no more deny the danger of going too slowly. 

As it is honorable to resist radical measures and repu- 
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diate the aid of slaye inBarrectioDs, bo it would be flhame- 
fill stOl to retain in the heart any larking thought of eom- 
promiae. That there may be snoh thoughts in the North 
it would be absurd to deny ; to obtain the restoration of 
the Union as it was is the ideal of a few. Happily, their 
projects are outgrown and forever repudiated by the 
public conscience, and their success, were it for an instant 
possible, would call forth an irresistible reaction. 

Inquiry should long since have been made con- 
cerning the slaves imprisoned at Washington. The can* 
tions language which is still used at times toward the 
shorn majesty of slavery, the twisted language which is 
used sometimes as if to steer clear of the great issues of 
the American movement, are not of a nature to call 
forth sympathies. 

Sympathies are the first of all powers in such a con- 
flict. Simple ideas, clearly expressed, alone make con- 
verts. The United States now have soldiers, vessels, and 
munitions in abundance ; what they lack most of all is 
the energetic manifestation of the idea for which they are 
struggling. Their regiments need to be reenforced by 
ideas. No one must be longer deceived therein, either 
in the North or the South, in America or Europe. Jus- 
tice must be made manifest. The war must be in the eyes 
of all a holy war, "a war which we can pray for.'* 

The United States will triumph only when they shall 
be right with God — forgive me the expression. Their 
cause is good ; it will be better when they shall have 
thoroughly comprehended it themselves, and presented it 
in its true light. God awidts this moment. There are 
in&mous laws to be revoked and acts of ignominy to be 
effiiced. This can be done without adopting plans of 
radical abolition, and without instigating slave insurrec- 
tions. It can and should be done ; else Gbd, I fear, will 
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use the South as an avenging rod, and, in one form or 
another, the chastisement will endure until all traces of 
the old complicity shall be blotted out, and until the 
North shall have written her motto upon her banner. 

Sufferings and reverses play the part of Providence 
on earth. The plagues of Egypt continued so long as 
Pharaoh refused consent to the deliverance of the children 
of Israel. The first important act of emancipation was 
not passed at Washington until after the battle of Bull 
Run. The liberation of slaves was not proposed at Athens 
until after the Chaeronea battle-field, and the orator who 
made the motion had the right to say, '^ It is not that I 
propose it, but Chaeronea." 

I am not among those who pretended that the North 
is " advancing backward " toward the abolition of 
slavery. I have maintained, on the contrary, and believe 
mysolf to have proved that it wilkd its non extension, 
that it accepted the terrible chances of the crisis, in order 
to effect this step, prodigious in itself and the guarantee 
of all the rest. But these new steps would have cost it 
too much ; it was not prepared for them. The parties 
which are coexistent in its bosom, and many of which 
would not even accept the first measure, since they re- 
jected Mr. Lincoln, still embarrass his progress. Tliis is 
quite natural, and gives no reason for either astonishment 
or indignation. As, however, all progress must be accom- 
plished, the last as well as the first, God sends trials which 
may be needed to overcome resistance. Who knows 
whether this appalling war may not work a mysterious 
and profound change in the South itself? Who knows 
whether, forced to be regardful of their slaves, forced 
sometimes to entrust arms to their hands, the planters 
may not learn unwittingly that slaves are men, and that 
the doctrine of Mr. Stephens is blasphemy? 
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As to the North, what proves bat too well that its 
prejudices are not all destroyed, is, that we see no marked 
change in its condact with regard to free persons of color. 
Where are the States that have ever really admitted 
them to the exercise of political rights ? Where are the 
chnrches, I am ashamed to say, that have taken energetic 
sad public measures to reestablish in their bosom equality 
according to the Gospel ? Where are the manifestations 
of public opinion in this direction? Where are the 
meetings, the pamphlets, the editorials, the sermons? 
Herein — ^let no one mistake it — ^lies the special crime of 
the North, the persistent, and in some sort legitimate 
motive of European distrust. To reform our own con- 
duct is the first condition to be fulfilled in seeking to cor- 
rect the vices of others. I do not say that nothing has 
been done, and I shall txike occasion hereafter to show 
that some advancement has been made in the right way ; 
I will say at present that, in admitting the diplomatic 
envoys of Liberia and Hayti, in introducing two negroes 
as ambassadors into the White House, Mr. Lincoln will do 
something. Nevertheless, there is better to be done — 
other negroes in great numbers are waiting for generous 
hands— patriotic and Christian hands — ^to introduce them 
at last into the churches, the schools, the electoral col- 
leges, the public vehicles. A great reform must be ac- 
compUshed. 

It is difficult to conquer one's self; but America is 
now called upon to attempt difficult things. I prefer 
pointing out the great, the true reform, without circumlo- 
cution, to losing myself in the examination of the twenty 
projects which she has to-day under consideration. 
There are petitions addressed to Congress; there are 
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plans drawn np hj military committees ; there are indi- 
vidual propositions. 

The common feature of all these projects is abolition 
by means of the war. The exceptional rights -to which 
the war gives birth furnish, indeed, a natural occasion to 
surmount certain constitutional difficulties. The slaves 
are one of the resources of the South (until they become 
one of its most cruel embarrassments) ; their presence in 
the field confers on the South a liberty of action which 
the North does not possess — ^those levies of men effected 
without injury to agriculture. Why not strike the enemy 
where he is most vulnerable ? 

As soon as the Federal armies advance toward the 
rebels, the inevitable question is put : ^^ What shall we 
do with the slaves ? " They flock into the camps and 
offer their services. It becomes impossible to postpone 
the solution of all these unfinished problems until the 
close of the struggle. 

Now, the solution has been furnished by one of the 
loftiest and most generous of American minds — John 
Quincy Adams. " From the moment," said he in Con- 
gress, May 25, 1836; "from the moment that your slave 
States become the theatre of war, the war power becomes 
extended, and Congress may, in particular, fix an indem- 
nity for slaves." 

On June Tth, 1841, Adams, after several years of re- 
flection, maintained that an universal emancipation of the 
slaves might be accomplished by means of the exceptional 
powers engendered by a state of war. Finally, April 14, 
1842, he exclaimed in the House of Representatives: "The 
law of nations is this : In time of war, military authority 
takes the place of all municipal institutions, including 
slavery. Then, not only the President of the United 
States, but the Commander-in-Chief of the army has 
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power to order the universal emancipation of the 
slaves." 

I comprehend, certainly, why men hesitate, and think 
this universal immolation of rights at the feet of army 
generals, too radicaL Exceptional measures are usually 
as dangerous as convenient. The definitions of Adams, 
taken as a whole, may be contested. Nevertheless, it 
remains evident that certain powers are indispensable to 
military conmianders ; they should be authorized to de- 
prive the enemy of his advantages, and whatever serves 
their operations almost always becomes lawful by this 
reason alone. Besides, the experiment has several times 
been made; General Gaines and a number of others, 
twenty or thirty years ago, employed slaves, emancipated 
them in virtue of the right of war, maintained that no 
one had a right to find &ult with it, and were sustained, 
even when the South ruled the Union. 

This, moreover, is only a means of resolving local di£ 
ficulties. As to the general question of abolition, I am 
at rest. Whatever may be the measure adopted, the 
social transformation will rtm its course. I have always 
found it impossible to feel any anxiety on the subject of 
slavery. Since the election of Mr. Lincoln, I know that 
it has received its death-blow, and I am not of those who 
believe the cause lost because men hesitate or postpone 
it overmuch. One thing is evident — the word Union 
formerly signified " slavery," it now means " liberty." 

Every thing is comprised therein. That among those 
who voted for this change and are laboring to accomplish 
it, there may be some, many perhaps, who have not com- 
prehended the import of their action, cannot surprise me; 
the most glorious revolutions of humanity are wrought 
in this wise. It is rarelv that the workers have lull knowl- 
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edge of their work. And what matters it ? Is thdr 
work therefore less great ? If many men have wished 
but half that they have done, have they done it the less 
for this ? 

This is the beginning of the end. I desire no other 
proof of it than what is passing in the Border States. I 
have spoken already of the remarkable deliberations of 
the Missouri Legislature, and have said that the interests of 
slavery were still its ruling anxiety ; but what was true 
in 1861 will be no longer as true in 1862 ; the progress of 
minds is rapid. Kentucky is advancing still faster ; a bill 
is talked of there, confiscating the property of rebels, 
** including slaves." The convention of Western Virginia, 
which has created the new State of Kanawha, is discussing 
plans of gradual emancipation. 

Thus everything is going forw^ard. Those abolitionists 
are very timid who tremble for their cause I Arc they 
then unconscious of the power of truth ? If Mr. Lincoln 
experiences some hesitation, honorable in principle, and 
which, moreover, will not last, why should it alarm us ? 
Things are here more powerful than men, positions of 
more importance than programmes. 

I feel myself endowed with an abundant stock of pa- 
tience, because I have great confidence. I cannot succeed 
in imagining any hypothesis, union or separation, victory 
of the North or the South, intervention or non-interven- 
tion of Europe, resolute or timid policy of Mr. Lincoln 
in the matter of Slavery — no, I cannot fancy a single one 
which must not end in Uberty. There are impulses which 
are irresistible. Do not pause at appearances, nor yet at 
intentions ; look higher than man. Justice is there ; she 
will make herself served by those who love and by those 
who mistake her, by those who comprehend her and by 
those who shut their eyes to her light. 



CHAPTER IL 



WE ABE, BEFOBB EVEBYTHING, TO AYEBT CIVIL WAR. 



I DETEST war as mach as it is possible for any one to 
do, but I am accustomed to lay the blame on those who 
make it, and not on those npon whom it is made. When I 
see a party in America, devoid of all scruples, long engaged 
in making ready for an armed struggle, which not only is 
treasonable, but, as all admit, has little to recommend it in 
its cause, it is not for its opponents that I reserve my in- 
dignation. It is useless to exclaim : "No blood ! no civil 
war! cease this slaughter among brothers !'* We must say 
this to Charleston before saying it to Boston or Cincinnati. 
This government, this nation infamously attacked, which is 
striving to preserve its flag, its institutions and its great- 
ness, and which, by admirable good fortune, is at the same 
time preserving the interests of liberty and justice, does 
not seem to me committing an act of monstrous ferocity. 

For seventy years, it has lived united under the same 
laws and the same oaths ; the Congress which assembled 
at Washington on the 2d of last December, was the thirty- 
seventh of the United States ; to the thirteen original 
Stars, twenty-one others have been successively added — 
yet yon wish a great people to consent to a mutilation 
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effected by rebellion. France and England had not 
consulted themselves when they appeared to recommend 
to Mr. Lincoln that political and moral abdication styled 
** a peaceful separation." 

If the United States had not picked up the gauntlet, 
Mr. Lincoln would have had to devote his whole time to the 
signing of orders of evacuation — ^the order to evacuate 
Fort Sumter ; the order to evacuate Fort Pickens ; the 
order to evacuate Key West and the Tortugas. Then, 
doubtless, for one need not fear to show himself some- 
what exacting toward people so accommodating, the South 
would have claimed Maiyland as a Slave State, is well as 
Kentucky, Missouri, and above all Washington, the capital 
of the Union. The surrender of Washington was the 
logical conclusion of the noble principle of non-resistance 
which we extol in Europe when Americans are in 
question. 

Mr. Lincoln has not certainly been lacking in patience. 
Every one remembers his inaugural address. He announc- 
ed his resolution to make no aggression, but simply to act 
the defensive. Well, aggressions took place. The people 
of Charleston knew full well that the garrison of Fort 
Sumter could commit no aggression on them ; they had 
been even expressly forewarned of it. The national gov- 
ernment, carrying the spirit of conciliation a great way, 
claimed to do nothing more than furnish bread to a 
handful of famished soldiers ; yet the insurgents assailed 
Fort Sumter, and deliberately destroyed all chances of 
peace. 

Gentleness, I repeat, had been carried a little too far. 
Action I action ! such was the unanimous cry of the 
North. It demanded, and with reason, some proofs of 
energy, after so many of forbearance. A month of apparent 
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inertia was a long time, especially in the face of the mili- 
tary preparations which were being multiplied on the 
south of the Potomac. 

I add that Europe, which had not yet invented its 
theories of support, was beginning to manifest its disdain. 
The North had therefore a foretaste of the disgrace that 
awaited a people incapable of resistance, which should 
suffer itself to be insulted and dismembered without a 
word. The correspondence of the English journals were 
filled with prophecies of this 3ort : ^^ The North has lost 
all its vigor ; luxury, and the worship of the almighty 
dollar have rendered it incapable of the least sacrifice. 
There will be no war ; the republican party will drop 
its candidate." 

This was the beginning of a series of predictions, all 
contradicted by the event ; which does not hinder the 
oracle from remaining as sure of itself as before, and firom 
deciding again to-day, with unparalleled assurance, what 
ought to happen four months hence. I say this in pass* 
ing, for my quotation had another purpose ; I wished to 
call to mind the tone in which the words were then 
spoken : " War will not take place I " Those very persons 
who have since unceasingly reproached the North for the 
mad cruelty of its resistance to the South, were preparing 
last year, in March, to demonstrate, by the absence of 
war, that the North had no blood in her veins and was 
deserving of nothing but contempt. 

I prefer, for the government of Mr. Lincoln, the re- 
proaches of this year to those of the last. This year, 
esteem has reappeared ; we have resumed the habit of 
treating the United States as a great people ; the idea of 
recognizing the South is no longer so lightly entertained. 
Ah I if there had been negotiations at the time when the 
unanned North found herself &ce to &ce with the armed 
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South they would have been conducted in a strange 
manner ! The very facility with which the title of bel- 
ligerents was then conferred on the insurgents, testifies to 
the disposition of Europe when she believed in the reso- 
lution of the South and the benevolent resignation of the 
North. All this has greatly changed, believe me ; and 
has changed because of the drawing of the sword. If 
now the day should ever come when overtures shall be 
made, either by Jefferson Davis or by the European gov- 
ernments, they will be honorable overtures ; rendering 
homage to the great movement which proceeded from the 
election of Mr. Lincoln ; manifesting the value of princi* 
pies ; establishing, in fine, or at least pretending to estab- 
lish, the bases of a progressive emancipation. 

Energy and self-respect are therefore of some use. 
Tlieir first result was to call forth a burst of patriotism 
in all the free States, and to give courage in the Border 
States to majorities in favor of the Union. 

It is injurious to listen to so many cold railleries against 
a people which is struggling and suffering to maintain its 
threatened unity. The idea of unity, the idea of country 
is great — it is worth the blood it costs. To suppress re- 
bellions, to resist the diminution of territory is to fulfil 
a duty. Woe to us, if we ever cease to see in it an in- 
terest of the highest order. For my part, while deplor- 
ing civil war, I should have put on mourning for the 
United States, had they refused to fight, bowing the head 
to the threats of the South, and asking its pardon in some 
sort for having dared to make, despite its prohibition, a 
constitutional election. After wars courageously sus- 
tained, there may be a glorious peace ; after disgraceful 
submission, there is nothing but shame and death. 

Other governments, I know, have yielded to the force 
of circumstances; none have yielded to mere threats. 
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Were Scotland to secede and take possession of the 
national property, forts and arsenals ; were she to send 
ambassadors to the. continental powers; were she to re- 
vive letters of marqne, and cruise the seas, burning Eng- 
lish merchant vessels ; were she to proclaim her design of 
rauung the rebel flag over Buckingham Palace, all Eng- 
land would rise, without fearing for an instant that this 
war would be deemed perverse or fratricidal. When 
shall we cease to have two weights and two measures. 

That a war like that of America should be pursued in 
a peaceful spirit; that all thought of conquest, subjuga- 
tion, or reprisals should be put aside ; that Mr. Lincoln 
should never lose sight of his maxim : '' We are fighting 
to establish order, and, with order, liberty — tRe liberty of 
the conquered will remain as intact as that of the con- 
querors,'' I am profoundly convinced, and I shall return 
to the subject. I applaud, in this connection, the human- 
ity which, despite the inflexible logic of principles, has 
prevented prisoners of war from being treated as traitors, 
and the shedding of blood outside the battle-field. But 
the necessity, the duty of fighting are none the less evi- 
dent to me for this. 

Instead of betraying his solemn oaths, and precipitat- 
ing the United States into final dissolution and the con- 
tempt of the whole world, Mr. Lincoln has fulfilled, sor- 
rowfully, slowly, too slowly perhaj)S, the high obligations 
imposed on him by circumstances; suflcring has ap- 
peared to him preferable to death ; he has refused to 
bumble the stars and stripes before the arrogant banner 
of slavery, unfurled in the face of the nineteenth century; 
he has deemed war, civil war, fratricidal war, better than 
this abasement. What right have we to cast the stone at 
him? 
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I fear sometimefl lest we become hypocrites. We 
veil our feces at the mere thought of a couitiy depraved 
enough to oppose an nisnrrection, to. enlist troops, to in* 
crease taxes, to impose on itself and others a commerdal 
crisis ; one would say that we had never seoi the like I 
Well ! I will make a full oonfesdon. Would yon know 
what wars appear to me impiou$ f Those of ambition, 
and love of power. Wars of conquest are quite as crim- 
inal, though in a different manner, in the sight of my 
oonsc^nce, as are some civil wars. 



CHAPTER m. 



THE SOUTH HAD A RIGHT TO SECEDE. 



I SHOULD have blushed to dwell upon the subject 
treated of in the preceding chapter ; the crime of armed 
defence does not appear to me one for which it is fitting 
to justify the United States too much at length. The new 
subject which I broach here exacts more elaboration. The 
right of secession has given rise to so many misunderstand- 
ings, it involves political questions of such importance that 
we cannot legitimately refuse it attention. 

It is to the honor of our times that questions of prin- 
ciple never become entirely blotted out. Whatever may 
happen, by the side of, or rather, above transient conten- 
tions, the immutable problems of morality and right make 
their appearance in the end. 

We are sometimes astonished at the place which the 
American government reserves to the question of abstract 
right! 

Nevertheless, in this it only renders justice to the im- 
portance of the argument, and singles out the features of 
general interest to all nations. There is more here than 

a matter for judicial dissertations or even for curious re- 

10 
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searches into the nature of the Constitution of the United 
States ; there is resistance to a subversive doctrine, in- 
compatible with order, and, above all, with liberty. 

This has been imperfectly understood in Europe. The 
cabinet at Washington has seemed to us to devote its at- 
tention to a petty side of the difference of which South 
Carolina has given the signal — ^What is the use of these 
judicial and almost pedantic dissertations? Yield or 
fight, but do not amuse yourselves in demonstrating that 
to us for which we care but little ; namely, tliat the right 
of secession docs not exist. Secessions are great facta, 
violent in their nature, which may be readily assumed 
to be illegal in the beginning ; you waste your time in 
proving it ! 

This is a mistake ; the South is troubled concerning 
its loiritiinacy; the right of secession is discussed with 
lively intere.Nt everywhere, and particularly in the Border 
States. There must be some reason for this state of 
thins^s. For my l>art, on seeing a whole people attentive 
to this constitutional and moral problem, I hesitate to de- 
cide from afar that it has gone astray. It seems to me 
unjust, or at least unfriendly, to reproach the federal 
government for the importance which it places on ques- 
tions of this kind. It is a remarkable fact that they have 
been always regarded with great attention by the states- 
men of the United States; there is, as it were, an Ameri- 
can tradition which ensures them respect. 

Mr. Seward remained faithful to this tradition, when 
he addressed his first instructions to Mr. Dayton. *' You 
cannot be too decided in makinc: known the fact that 
there never has been, nor ever will be, the least idea of 
permitting a separation of the Union to take place in any 

manner whatsoever The thought of a dissolution 

of the Union, peaceably or by force, has never entered the 
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mind of any impartial statesman here, and it is full time 
that European statesmen also renounced such an idea." 

I applaud the American government, for having given 
to the question of right the place which belongs to it. A 
sentiment of which we know little in Europe, the Anglo- 
Saxon respect for law, thus manifests its power. Yea, 
at the very moment when force alone seemed at stake, 
principles were not forgotten. 

This may pass for folly in the eyes of many. To con- 
tend in the name of the right, to defend a constitution, a 
national flag, the past and future of a great country — 
this is nonsense, they say I The time way is to count the 
chances and see where they lie, who can longest keep 
the field, who will receive in the end the support of Europe 
— as to compacts and pledged oaths, what intelligent 
nation cares to-day for things like these ! 

Thank God ! there is a nation, and an intelligent na- 
tion, which cares for them infinitely. I say it to the honor 
of the United States; they are giving us a lesson which 
we scarcely expected to receive from this direction. Even 
though slavery did not form the basis of the contest, we 
should be interested in the North, since it defends the 
right, since it rejects the anarchical doctrine which pre^ 
tends to protest by secession against a constitutional 
election. 

Lord Stanley not long since nobly called this to mind : 
" Let us not blame that in America which we have always 
done and are still doing ourselves — making war to retain 
a portion of our territory." 

The question thus presented, aside from any principle, 
will be better understood among us. Why should we 
wish the United States to show themselves more indiffer- 
ent than we to the territorial greatness of their country? 
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Of coarse, I do not believe that no separations will ever 
prevail. '* Never ! " says Mr. Seward, but there is no such 
thing as never in human affairs. To carry the denial of 
the right of separation so far as to affirm the eternity of 
institutions, would be madness. It would give cause to 
say that extreme right is extreme injustice, summum jus 
summa injuria. As it is true that in strict justice, indi- 
viduals have no right to secede nor countries to fall asun^ 
der through caprice, so it is certain that a persevering 
determination, which firmly sustains a struggle and sur- 
vives it, will end by conquering for itself a place on earth. 
By the side of the right of secession which the United 
States contest, and which they are right in contesting, 
there is the right of revolution ; pardon me this compari- 
son of terms ill fitted to exist together. 

As, in the end, modern governments rest on the con- 
sent of the governed ; as it is impossible to hold garrison 
eternally in disaffected countries, it thence follows that 
when the separation has become a revolution, violated 
right (for it is none the less violated, and it is of impor- 
tance that this should be understood) submits to the 
presence of triumphant fact. It will be certainly neces- 
sary to let those go who can be no longer retained except 
by the lasting use of force. Free institutions would per- 
ish in the effort, through enemies or despots, were they 
carried on in these conditions of persistent struggle. By 
this course, a republican government would speedily be- 
come transformed into a military despotism. 

This is a reservation which I am anxious to state in 

explicit terras. Although I have little respect for the 

right of revolution, I perceive that, under penalty of ad- 

^mitting two other rights still more odious, the right of 

foreign intervention and the right of permanent domestic 
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oppression, a disruption becomes inevitable in the end, 
when it is desired with real earnestness by whole popu- 
lations. 

Bat this exception once admitted, (and the repudiation 
of the common comitry will rarely appear among great 
peoples, nothing less than an exceptional cause like slavery 
can render possible a fact so monstrous,) we will lay down 
the general rule, the importance of which seems too 
often forgotten in our times, that there is no such thing as 
the right of secession. 

I hear it affirmed in an oracular tone that the new 
jurisprudence of nations does not permit the use of coer- 
cive measures ! Every rebellion constitutes a government 
de factOj and every government de facto is a legitimate 
government 1 To tell the truth, even, we are no longer 
justified in speaking of rebels ! The contract which holds 
the divers parts of a people united, deriving its validity 
only from the consent of each one, as soon as this consent 
is wanting, the contract ceases to exist ! 

I have a great mind to offer no other refutation of 
these heresies than a striking comparison borrowed 
from a recent speech of the Duke of Argyle. " We 
will not regard the question," said he, '' of what is called 
the right of secession : no government has ever existed, 
to my knowledge, admitting the right of separation 
within itself. There is a curious kind of star fish in the 
waters of Loch Fine, which I myself have caught several 
times, and which effects the most extraordinary and ad- 
roit species of suicide. On drawing it from the water 
and attempting to remove it from the hook, the fins im- 
mediately drop off, the body fidls in pieces, and of one of 
the most beautiful forms of nature, nothing remains but 
a few fragments. Such would have been the iate of the 
American Union, had its government accepted what is 
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caUed the right of secession. Gentlemen, we most admit 
in all justice, with respect to Americans, that they are 
fighting for things that are worth the pains, and that the 
nationsd existence is one of these things." 

Yes, the national existence. This idea alone contains 
the unanswerable refutation of what is called the right of 
secession. — But is a confederation a nation? is it not 
rather an assemblage of nations ? We are reminded of the 
celebrated definition of Montesquieu : "A community of 
communities." 

We touch here upon one of the most important mis- 
takes made by European opinion with respect to the 
United States. M. de Tooqueville himself seems to have 
but imperfectly understood that, under this somewhat ill 
chosen name of Confederation, the American Union pre- 
sents the remarkable phenomenon of a state sui generis. 
Judging it from its title, and starting from the true prin- 
ciple that the bond of simple confederations is unstable, 
he decides that if ever any portions of the whole should 
secede, the separation could be in no wise opposed. 

Now, no name like that which is here in question, can 
cover things so dissimilar. 

There are in the first place, and it was of this fact 
that Montesquieu was evidently thinking, confederations 
which are nothing else than leagues. Antiquity had its 
Amphictyonic Council and Achean League; the middle 
ages had their Heptarchy, and Lombardic, Suabian and 
Hanseatic confederations : the modern world has seen the 
ancient Low Countries, and now sees the Germanic con- 
federation. These are truly " communities of commun- 
ities." The general government is well nigh null and 
void ; the centre of political life resides in the members. 
Each of them is a complete State, possessing the totality 
of political rights, and often the right of maintaining di- 
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plomatic relations with foreign countries in an extended 
measure. Confederations, understood in this wise, the 
only confederations, to tell the truth, which deserve the 
name, are almost always models of political impotence. 
Good to attain certain particular ends, such as defence 
for a limited time and the development of commercial 
interests — good, in a word, as leagues, they are incapable 
of strong resistance and of duration. It is difficult for 
them to cope with great centralized states ; and, as to 
arresting by force the separation of their members, it is 
evident that they could not think of it, provided the 
design of separation were resolutely adopted. 

Switzerland, under its ancient compact, presented al- 
ready another kind of confederation. The idea of a league 
began to give way before the idea of a nation. The 
central power was invested with real authority ; the cantons, 
although preserving an extended sovereignty, neverthe- 
less abandoned to the diet some of their essential attri- 
butes. Moreover, tho mere fact of a popular representation 
gave to the collective whole, a cohesion which the con- 
federation of princes could never have succeeded in at- 
txdning. 

Let us take another step. The present compact of 
Switzerland furnishes us the remarkable realization of a 
third form of confederation, much more centralized than 
the last. The referendum^ that ancient guardian of can- 
tonal sovereignties, has entirely disappeared. We see, 
moreover, assemblies sitting at Berne, whose decisions 
have the force of law ; a federal council which governs in 
the full meaning of the word the interests of all the cantons. 
The latter remain, notwithstanding, and their individual 
existence is not impaired ; only they have divested them- 
selves of authority in behalf of tho centre. Duties, po- 
litical treaties, foreiirn affairs, general legislation, supreme 
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jarisdiction, currencies, weights and measures, all these 
belong to the central power. Let a canton take it upon 
itself to pass a law ignoring the principles laid down in 
the compact, and this law will be annulled ; let it attempt 
to throw off its federal obligations, and it will be o^ 
cupied on the spot. 

This is an entirely new &ct in politics, which I am not 
surprised that Montesquieu did not foresee; it did not 
suffice for this to have read Thucjdides, and to have stud- 
ied the democracies of Greece, the republics of Italy, or 
the States General of Holland. Yet there is as great a 
distance between the confederation of the United States 
and the present confederation of Switzerland, as between 
the latter and the rude outline of an alliance which servea 
as a basis to the Germanic body. 

We have a light and easy manner of solving questions 
while dispensing with their study. In the first place, the 
word confederation is enough. Next, the United States 
were bom of rebellion, and cannot pretend to put down 
rebellions ; they sprung from secession, and secessions are 
legitimate on their soil I 

As to the last argument, we will find few states in the 
Old or New World which would be authorized to defend 
themselves, were the right of defence reserved solely to 
countries innocent of revolutions. The secessionists of 
1860 have only to follow the example of the secessionists 
of lYYG, to conquer their independence step by step and 
then force a recognition from the whole world ; until this 
time, we demand in the name of justice that the United 
States be not interdicted the use of force against a rebel- 
lion, which is doubtless more momentous than that of the 
last century, solely because it is in support of an odious 
cause and cannot put forward the shadow of a grievance. 
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The word confederation remains. We have already 
perceived that it is far from corresponding always to the 
same system, for modem Switzerland escapes the defini- 
tion of Montesquieu. What are we to think of the United 
States? Are they a confederation according to the old 
formula, or a confederation according to the new formula? 
Are they perhaps something different — a nation in which 
the central preponderance is still more strongly implied ? 

There have been two republics of the United States; 
that which preceded 1787, and that which followed the 
great constitutional reform which then took place. This 
momentous change appears, in truth, to be held for noth- 
ing, and considered null and void. Yes, before 1787, 
the United States were a simple confederacy. In 1774, 
the thirteen colonies represented in the Congress at Phil- 
adelphia, adopted certain ** Articles of Association.'' In 
1 778, they made '^ a firm league of friendship." This was 
really a confederation, with its powerlessness and anarchy. 
You will seek in vain at this epoch for an American nation. 
Each state acted for itself alone ; there were refusals to go 
forward, refusals to levy taxes, refusals of the soldiers to 
obey their generals. It was impossible to execute the de- 
cisions of Congress, impossible either to raise men, or to 
improve a highway or canal, or to pay the state ofiicials, 
or to discharge the interest of debts, or to resist civil or 
military insurrections. The negotiation of the most insig- 
nificant treaty encountered barriers of interests on its way; 
wars of tariff appeared In the horizon. Under this system 
of sovereign States, in which Congress voted by States, 
under a pure confederation, in a word America had nearly 
died shamefully, miserably, beneath the cold hand of local 
selfishness. 

At this crisis, illustrious patriots nused their voice. 

An Assembly was convoked in 1786 at Philadelphia. 

10* 
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Washington, John Adams, Monroe, Madison and Jeffer- 
son were present. A plan of confederation was fixed 
upon which profoundly modi6ed the political organiza- 
tion. By the side of the Sonate, to which each State, 
whether great or small, was to send two memhers, was 
placed a House of Representatives, elected in proportion 
to the population of each State. And this important 
change was not the only one ; a President was appointed 
to direct the general polity ; his attributes and those of 
Congress were made extensive ; lastly, under the name 
of the Federal Supreme Court, a centralized judiciary 
power was commissioned to decide the differences which 
might arise either between the States themselves, or be- 
tween a State and Congress, concerning the interpretation 
of the Constitution. To Congress alone was henceforth 
to belong the right of peace and war, the negotiation of 
treaties, and the regulation of tariffs. It was also author- 
ized to levy taxes and contract loans. 

In this manner was accomplished a most important 
revolution, of which we make too little account when wo 
apply to the United States the vague term, confederation. 
The federal organization anterior to 1787, that unique 
assembly in which all the States had an equal representa- 
tion, that simple committre, charged with the execution 
of decrees stamped in advance with impotence, all these 
gave place to an organic Congress of the nation, to a 
President, to a central power, in fine, whose attributes 
equal, and in some respects excel those of our European 
governments. 

This was a novelty on earth. The most original fea- 
ture, perhaps, in the role of the United States was that of 
having propounded and resolved the problem of founding 
a i)erfectly strong, perfectly united, perfectly national 
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power, without sacrificing the independence of either 
States, commons or individuals. Among us, centralization 
is i Moloch to which new victims are offered up without 
oessmg; our modem governments have been hitherto 
crested only at the expense of the provinces, commons, 
tod private consciences. The American solution is more 
liberal— it begins by ensuring the liberty of the individual, 
I7 absolutely denying any religious jurisdiction to the 
State; it next provides for the liberty of the commons, 
1>7 abandoning to them the complete administration of 
tbeir interests ; it maintains, in fine, the entire freedom of 
tie States, by refusing to interfere in any wise with their 
private institutiona But, at the same time, it positively 
fwiitB to the President, the Supreme Court, and Con- 
gress, all that concerns the general afiairs of the nation. 
Ifever was religious or administrative centralization more 
invalid, never was political centralization more complete. 
This distinction, which appears so simple, and which 
Europe has hitherto so little understood, has never been 
objected to in the United States. When Jcfierson, in 
178G, proposed his amendment, designed to reserve the 
local sovereignty of the States in the most express terms, 
and to declare that what they had not delegated to the 
central power, they preserved themselves, the acceptance 
was ready and cordial. 

No one, in feet, ever thought of lowering the States to 
the rank of provinces or departments. To compare an 
American State with a French department is one of the 
greatest political solecisms that it is possible to commit. 
There is no analogy therein of any kind ; I see naught 
but difference. But to conclude from this difference that 
the United States do not exist as a nation, that they are 
a confederation according to the formula of Montesquieu, 
is to be still more grossly in error. Self-government 
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exists in the United States, the oommons, the chnrohes, 
we will add, the individuals; but centralization exists 
in Congress. We have gone beyond the Articles of 
Confederation, 

Is America an agglomeration of States, or is it a 
people ? This is a question of supreme importance, which 
we are not justified in deciding, as we do, with the negli- 
gence of disdain. It is easy, moreover, to become in- 
formed on the matter. We have not here before us a re- 
mote origin, in which there is full scope for hypotheses ; 
the foundation of the United States is recent, almost con- 
temporaneous ; it has been effected in broad daylight, 
and the commentary is found by the side of the text — a 
commentary written by the founders themselves. 

Now, on the question which I am investigating, there 
is not the slightest disagreement among them. Consult, 
for instance, Patrick Henry, one of the adversaries of the 
Constitution of 1787 ; hear what he will tell you : "That 
this government is a consolidated government, is evident. 
The Constitution says, We, the people, instead of saying. 
We, the States^ 

The constitutional revolution of 1787 is contained en- 
tire in these ^qw words. Formerly, they were the States ; 
the Continental Congress was simply a representation of 
the States ; it could act only on their recommendations ; 
its functions, as has been said, were essentially diplomatic ; 
it was therefore reduced to the necessity of negotiating 
with the States for obedience to its decisions ; it was un- 
successful in treating with foreign powers, and England, 
on making peace, disdainfully refused to conclude an 
agreement with this league of rival sovereignties which 
did not form a people. Now, the American nation gov- 
erns its general affairs. 
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Let US, finr a moment, consider the sphere of the cen- 
tnl power. 

It acts directly, observe, on the citizens of individual 
States, having over them even the power of life and 
deith. The individual States have neither army nor 
Bary; they are authorized to levy troops to repel inv&- 
doii only in case of urgency, or when the national army 
euuiot intervene. They have not the right, like the Swiss 
cutoiis, to sign certain treaties with foreign powers. 
Tbej do not coin money. There are national customs, 
uuional imposts, a national debt, a national army and 
ittvy, a national Supreme Court. The nation has its laws, 
its ambassadors, its fortifications and garrisons on the ter- 
ritory of individual States. The new territories are 
placed under the guardianship and authority of the nation. 
Despite the States, among the States, the nation accom- 
pliahes its work, the political work which devolves on it 
exclusively. 

As to laws which are merely local, the States alone 
decide them ; they regulate their own institutions, on con- 
dition, of course, of respecting the principles laid down by 
the general Constitution. They have their senators, their 
legislators, their governors, their courts ; in a word, they 
manage important interests with admirable liberty. Ob- 
serve, once more, that the United States have invented a 
form of government, hitherto unknown in the annals of 
mankind ; it is neither impotent, like ordinary confedera- 
tions, nor despotic, like our centralization ; it proclaims at 
once the administrative sovereignty of the States and 
the political sovereignty of the State. 

The State and the States — such is the great formula 
which America has brought for her share to the great 
political work of our race. They have little comprehen- 



224 ERBOBS CREDITED IX EUBOPX. 

sion of the originality of this discovery who gravely 
inform us that Virginia or Alabama retain their sover- 
eignty in presence of Congress, like Prussia or Wurtem- 
berg, in presence of the Germanic diet, and who persist 
in seeing nothing in the Federal Government but a sim- 
ple agent of the States, whose commission may be with- 
drawn when it ceases to inspire confidence. The Supreme 
Court, that unappealable authority on the subject of 
constitutional interpretations, arrived at very different 
conclusions when it held this language afler the adoption 
of the compact of 1787: "These allied sovereignties 
have transformed their league into a government, and 
their congress of ambassadors into a legislature." 

Such is the truth. If the States subsist, the State has 
taken a consistency which it lacked under the deplorable 
system of weakness, disorder, and bankruptcy, which 
was that of the Confederation, properly called. As things 
stand, it is this which protects an individual State against 
another individual State, which in certain circumstances 
protects the citizens against their own individual States, 
which interdicts this individual State to establish a 
monarchical constitution, which forbids it to pass laws 
violating the obligation of contracts, bills of attainder, 
export or import duties. It is this alone which accords 
naturalization to crai<?rants. It is this alone which re- 
ceives oaths of allegiance. It is this alone which is recog- 
nized by foreign powers. Peace, war, commerce, finances, 
the navy, the army, the mails, the legislative, executive, 
and judicial functions — it is to this alone that all these 
are remitted. It possesses Federal property on the terri- 
tory of individual States. The President is not limited to 
the command of the national army ; he also commands 
the militia of the individual States, when he summons 
them to the service of the Confederation. In a word, 
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pi^ncialism is foreign to the organization of the United 
States ; the United States arc a nation. ^ 

This was doubted by no one for a whole generation. 

^^tj later, the doctrine of State sovereignty began to take 

^^ni in the South. It was a gross political heresy ; but 

"^ matter, it was a convenient weapon to use, if neces- 

*^**y, for the defence of the " peculiar institution." 

Nothing is more striking than this offensive and de- 
^^tisive alliance between slavery and the doctrine of State 
^^Vereignty. The leaders of the South, as we have seen, 
^ere not long in catching a glimpse in the future of the 
possibility of a separation. They could not long con- 
ceal that, face to face with the gigantic progress of the 
Korth, in contact with free discussion and liberty, the 
countries petrified by slavery could not forever escape 
the liberal contagion. Their only chance, and they 
exhausted it to the utmost, was to impose their yoke by 
force of threats and violence, to transform by main 
strength their minority into a majority, to force upon 
the Union an ultra policy, to win at any cost new ter- 
ritories for slavery. But they were not ignorant that 
there would be perhaps a limit to this kind of success, 
that resistance to slavery might be some day awakened 
in the North, and that on this day they would need a 
theory ready-made. Americans, as we have remarked, 
have derived from their Anglo-Saxon origin an instinctive 
veneration for law, which forbids them ever to neglect 
demonstrating to themselves that they respect it, even 
while treading it under foot. 

Thence arises the mother-doctrine of State sovereignty, 
and its legitimate offspring, the right of secession. It is 
easy to follow them in their growth, from tlie moment 
when Mr. Calhoun proclaimed his doctrine of the right 
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of secession ; that is, the &calty reserred to each State 
to annul certain acts of Congress ; from the moment when 
the South, irritated by the admission of California with- 
out slaves, reserved to itself in formal terms the right of 
secession, to the moment when Jefferson Davis, accomi- 
plishing what Mr. Calhoun had announced, based the 
secession of the slave States upon their sovereignty. 

That the South should have invented such theorieSi 
may be conceived; that Europe should have admitted 
them, it is more difficult to comprehend. We must 
acknowledge, notwithstanding, that we have, in general, 
admitted to the rank of axioms, the sovereignty of States 
and their right of separation. 

In other terms, we have drawn up, for the use of 
America, the theory of inevitable and contemptible death ; 
the theory of forced powerlessness. We have gravely 
printed in our journals that the American Constitution 
does not authorize the Federal Government to employ 
coercive measures. 

We must conclude from this that General Jackson 
held unconstitutional language when he threatened to 
make the South Carolinians return to their duty at the 
point of the bayonet. The United States would possess 
this privilege, that they alone of all kno^\^l governments, 
would have no right to defend themselves; rebellions 
might take place among them with safety ; amicable dis» 
memhermeyit (an admirable expression !) would be the su- 
preme law of the country. 

I had rather hear it said, without oratorical pretension : 
" The American Government is a government outside of 
the law." Has Europe, which has sought for the last year 
to apply to it a system which she would desire at no price 
for herself — has Europe, which has thus endeavored to 
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bring it back to the 'state of shamefril anarchy, suppressed 
in 1787, really measured the extent of this principle, which 
It least deserves the credit of orginality — the principle of 
pacific separations? If she has not measured it herself 
flbe has placed Americans in a position to form a just idea 
of iu significance ; they must have seen for some time how 
&r a nation falls which is bound to accept division and, in 
wme sort, dissolution at the first summons. It has been 
sbown to them, it seems to me, that, the principle of 
separation once at work, they need hope for little consid- 

I like better this letter from an English merchant, set- 
tled in Philadelphia : ** If it be an acknowledged fiict that 
tbere is here neither State nor government, and that a frac- 
tion of the United States can secede whenever it chooses, 
it is time to pack our trunks and go where there is a 
State and government." I would advise all the people of 
America to pack their trunks at the same time, were so 
monstrous a theory admitted. Thank God ! it will not be 
admitted ; the government at Washington has entered its 
protest, despite our counsels. This pointed and necessary 
protest will remain inscribed by the side of the preten- 
nons of the South and the explanations of its friends. We 
will consent at length, perhaps, to place America in the 
domain of the common law, and not recommend to her a 
moderation contrary to nature — we, who would be so 
greatly surprised if, in the event of an Irish insurrection, 
Mr. Lincoln should pledge the Queen not to oppose the 
right of separation. 

It is sometimes asked why the Constitution of the 
United States did not explicitly declare itself against this 
right of separation ! I think that such a clause would 
be vainly sought in ancient and modem constitutions, 
m those of Europe and those of America. There are 
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some things so evident that they are never laid down. It 
is never laid down that the infringement of sworn oaths is 
forbidden. Neither is it laid down that the National Gov- 
ernment is permitted to employ force against those who 
attack it by force. The authority of the highest law wonld 
be in no wise increased by adding thereto: "We also 
decree that this law shall not be violated." 

Under what pretext can the United States be re- 
proached for not having taken a ridiculous precaution, 
without precedent in history ? Those who wish to modify 
the American Constitution have a way provided to do it; 
they have only to obtain a majority of two-thirds of both 
Houses of Congress, and a ratification by three-fourths 
of the whole number of States. Apart from this means, 
I know of none but bullets. But as bullets constitute force, 
right is no longer in question. 

Let men cease to couple two words which mourn 
to see themselves united ; right 'and secession y the dis- 
cussion will be more honest for it. So Ions: as secession 
pretends to be nothing more than it is — an act of rebellion 
and violence, an attempt at revolution — we avoid inocu- 
lating the social body with a principle of dissolution ; as 
soon as it becomes a right, on the contrary, dissolution 
begins. 

The South already perceives this itself; at the begin- 
ning, in spite of excited passions, it sees its principal State, 
Virginia, divided into two hostile portions. If, to its 
misfortune, it should succeed ; if its confederacy should 
be finally established, I will not give it ten years to be- 
come reduced to dust and ashes. In virtue of what prin- 
ciple will it prevent first one State from going ofi*, and then 
another? What reply will it make to the county which 
wishes to constitute itself an independent State, or to the 



SECESSION A BIOHT. 229 

discontented township which is no longer willing to live 
with the county ? 

Our time, fertile in anarchical theories, had not hith- 
erto discovered this one. Had the United States accepted 
it, they would have sunk to the rank of the Mexican 
States, distracted on aU sides, and condemned to civil 
war in perpetuity. 

For long years, the adversaries of the United States in 
Europe have prophesied this state of permanent revolution 
and anarchy ; they take delight in believing that North 
America will be ere long a fit peer for South America. 
It is doubtless to facilitate the fulfilment of their predic- 
tions that they are attempting to introduce into t^e heart 
of the Union a system which would effectively produce 
an armed struggle after every presidential election, a se- 
cession after the adoption of every bill. 

It is time to admit that, if the North cannot consent to 
the peaceful withdrawal of the South, it is not only, nor 
above all, because it needs the South or needs the cotton 
of the South, but because it needs to live. To admit the 
right of secession is to renounce being a people ; and to 
renounce being a people is to sign its own death-warrant. 

It cannot " let the South go,'* for every thing (I do not 
use the word by chance) — every thing would go with it. 
Every thing would go with it, not only because each 
fragment would become isolated in turn : to day, Califor- 
nia ; to-morrow, the West ; the day after, New York or 
Pennsylvania ; not only because war would become 
endemic — ^war for the boundaries, war for the territories, 
war with the fellow-citizens of yesterday, war with friends 
and enemies — ^but because the right of secession is anarchy, 
and anarchy marks the end of nations. 

To the support of what I have just said, it would be 
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eaqr to nmUiply qnotatioiit ; all the Ameitam ttctMiBM 
Washington, Jay, HamOton, Manihall, Madiaon, Katl 
Story, Webster, and many othen, hftve iqeeted the AiN 
trine which ends in the right cf aeoeadon. JeflhiNi 
al<me, the enthnaiaatb fi>iinder of that bad adhod <ifNi 
mooraoy which had neariy drawn on the United StitaHl 
their rain, and the decline of which Iiaa been ppooUiH 
by the eleisli<m of Mr. Iinoohi--Jefler8on alone naedlMI 
and then a diflerent language. la 1808, he wrotA oo4i 
ocoanon of the aoqnmition of Looiaiana: ^Iftheaepeii|l 
ahonld come to fiod it greailyto their interest to aepiMi 
from us, if their h^tpiness shonld so fiur depend on 181 
to reaolTe them to brave the inconveniences of w n dt f i 
crisis, why should the Atlantic States dread thia evWII 
Why should we, in particular, their present inhabitarii 
coDcem ourselves with such a question ? • . . . We thiol 
that their union is necessary to their happiness, and desin 
that it shall be maintained ; events may determine othei 
^¥ise« • • • 

We recognize in this letter, on one side, the diplomats 
adroitness of the leader of the State seeking to antioipali 
objections and facilitate a vast increase of territory ; and 
on the other, the political tendency of the leader of i 
party, instinctively preparing for the South and the nltn 
democracy the means of subversive action which ths; 
would yet need. 

Washington expresses himself differently. Who doe 
not know his celebrated Farewell Address ? — '* Be, befor 
all, children of the same confederation, American citiaeB 
rather than the citizens of such or such a State. Let th 
Federal Constitution be your ark of safety. . . . Remen 
ber that it cannot subsist without authority strong enongl 
to protect it against factions." 

Moreover, he elaborates this idea, which was constant 
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iffraent tohia mind: ^'The unity of goTeniment is a 
main pillar in the edifice of your real independence. . . • 
is this is the point in your political fortress against which 
tlie batteries of internal and external enemies will be most 
ooostantly and actively directed, it is of infinite moment 
that yon should properly estimate the immense value of 
yoor national Union to your collective and individual 
bappiness ; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and 
inunovable attachment to it, accustoming yourselves to 
tlunk and speak of it as the palladium of your political 
n&ty and prosperity ; watching for its preservation with 
jeiloas anxiety; discountenancing whatever may suggest 
9fea a suspicion that it can be in any event abandoned ; 
tod indignantly frowning upon the first dawning of every 
tttempt to alienate any portion of our country from the 
iwt. . . ." 

The Message of 1833, of President Jackson, contains 
the following words: ^^The right of the inhabitants of a 
State, at their own good pleasure and without the consent 
of the other States, to throw off their most solemn obli- 
gations and imperil the liberties and happiness of the mil- 
Gems of men who compose the Union, cannot be recog- 
nized. To say that a State can separate at will from 
the Union, is to say that the United States are not a 
nation." 

The iUustrious Henry Clay, of Kentucky, held no less 
decided language ; here are a few sentences from a speech 
delivered by him in the Senate in 1850: "If Kentucky 
were to-morrow to unfurl the banner of resistance, I 
would not fight under her flag. The submission which I 
owe the Union is absolute ; that which I owe my native 
State is only relative." 

To all these witnesses which have arisen at the difierent 
epochs of the crises, but a single man of importance can be 
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opposed — ^tbe theorist of secession, Mr. Calhoun. Behold 
with what vigor he is attacked ! Here are a few words 
from Mr. Webster, respecting his doctrines : " I maintain, 
Ist, that the Constitution of the United States is not a 
league, a confederation, or a contract between the people 
of different States acting in their sovereign character ; bat 
a government properly called, based on the adoption of 
the people, and creating direct relations between itself 
and individuals ; 2d, that no State has the power to dis- 
solve these relations, that nothing can break them except 
a revolution; that, consequently, there can be no separation 
without revolution. . . ." The apologists of the South 
have attempted to lengthen the too short list of the par- 
tisans of secession by inserting therein the respected name 
of Madison, under the pretext that this statesman took 
the responsibility in Virginia of the resolutions of 1798; 
but without entering into the history of this incident, it 
will suffice to recall the fact that, when interrogated in 
1830, Mr. jSIadison made the most solemn and explicit 
declarations to the contrary — declarations which he never 
ceased henceforth to reaffirm. The resolutions of which 
he wr*s the author were designed, he said, to amend the 
Constitution by addressing themselves to the American 
nation, and by no means to individual States. Xo one has 
expressed himself more openly than he on the score of 
the right of secession. 

I am unwilling to quit this great subject without re- 
calling the fact that the question is not only American — 
it is hinnan^ pardon me the expression. We too are con- 
cerned in it ; the old contest between right and anarchy 
has just taken a form appropriate to the events of the day. 
Under the vague labels of consenting governments, pop- 
ular sovereignty, and the principle of nationalities, all 
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•orts of dootrines glide in ; we shall do well to pay close 
Attenfion to them — ^we liberals, who are unwilling to be- 
come revolationists. 

Let US remember that the triomph of injustice \a an 
unhealthy spectacle. The seed falls to the ground and 
^«q>pear8, and we think no more of it ; but the day will 
come when it will bring forth fruit. 

Thus it is with violence done to right. The human 
lonl receives the germ of anarchy, and becomes accus- 
tomed to the evil. That definitive success, indeed, should 
win itself acceptance, is well ; under pain of having re- 
coarse to intervention and the holy alliance, internal rcv- 
olations must prevail; but that revolutions should be 
respectfully greeted through principle, and in advance, 
' terrifies and saddens me. 

To hear some men, there are no longer rebels here 
below; on the sole condition of being somewhat numer- 
ous, whatever may be their cause, they always deserve 
another name. Thus, right becomes absolutely effaced 
before force. 

There would above all be no longer any rights for re- 
publican governments. Could there be a rebellion 
against a republic ? Would a republic be authorized in 
maintaining its own existence ? Would it not be acting 
against its principle in using constraint ? Should not the 
will of the people prevail ? 

Every one will doubtless comprehend, without need of 
my explanation, the full scope of such a maxim. All free 
governments would be more or less accused and convicted 
of irremediable weakness, of powerlessness to retain se- 
ceders and to punish rebels. To yield and to yield again^ 
in virtue of a constitutional vice — such would be their 
destiny here below. Instead of yielding to majorities, 
and submitting to laws which they had combated, and acts 
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iriidh diqikMed ^bBm^ wbanf^Am would lami twoiV' 
mmasBB always ready— -the xig^t of rerdntioii aiid tiie 
i%lit of secession. 

Such atheory woidd leave iiotMagfiaiiMrto be done; 
tto oode of anardiy wouldlie oomplete. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



SOUTH, THOUOH CONQUERED, WILL NEVER BE BROUGHT 
BACK INTO THE UNION. 



"We will lay theories aside ; the partisans of the South 
are themselves beginning to renounce them. They are 
much less anxious at present to sustain secession as a 
right than to demonstrate secession as a fact. Think of it as 
yoo will in the point of view of principles and philosophic 
speculation, it is done, and it will stand ; to reestablish 
the Union is henceforth impossible ; the North, in con- 
tinuing the struggle, is yielding to the demoniac sugges- 
tions of wounded pride ; it is ruining itself without a 
justifiable end ; it is committing suicide without a real 
chance of success. 

Such is the opinion which the friends of the South are 
laboring to propagate in Europe, and in which they suc- 
ceed but too well. I meet men everywhere who ask in 
dismay : " How will this end ? " Without any hostility 
with respect to the United States, they nevertheless 
accept with incredible facility the idea of Southern recog- 
nition. Is not this a necessity? What can we do in 
opposition to a deed accomplished ? Do you wish the 
North to set about subjugating and occupying the cotton 

11 
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States ? Do you wiah to make of them a Poland or i 
Venice ? 

No, a thonsaniJ times no. But, as I have said, mj 
knowledge of tbe subject is leas extensive than that ol 
those wiio speak in this wise. They settle questioni 
which to me are still obscure. They foresee, with a cer 
tninty which astonishes tnc, the future attitude of th* 
Southern States. As to me, I wait ; it seems to me f 
surer method to cling to what is juat than to seek foi 
what is probable. Political clear-sightedness is subjecl 
to error; integrity never goes astray. What do we risli 
in pursuing the right cause ? When it shall have tailed 
it will be quite time to turn the back on it. Here, on tb< 
same side — a rare fact ! — behold positive right and natara 
right, Icgahty and humanity — why are we in such hast< 
to declare that their triumph ia impossible, and that th( 
only rebellion that ever dared write the word "slavery' 
on its banner, is certain to attiun its end ? Instead ol 
adapting our opinions to suit chances, would it not 1m 
better to maintain our opinions in spite of chances ? Ii 
is so pleasant to live under the shelter of principles ! Oui 
course will become so simple when we have no longei 
to ask ourselves with anguish which must succeed — whet 
the only question put is, " Which is right ? " 

I have followed this rule from tlie beginning of tht 
American conflict, and I have found it right. More than 
once have I regretted that Europe had not done the same 
preserving and expressing her sympathies, calhng thai 
whicli ia right, right, and that which is iniquitous, iniqui' 
toHS. Wiiat will happen now that our too able poticj 
has swelled the proportions of the insurrection? I know 
not. It is not ray design, therefore, to prove here thai 
the reestablishment of the Union will take place ; it ii 
enough for me to prove that it is not impossible. 
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Without going veiy far back in history, or quitting 
oni own country, we see that many imposaibilities have 
Wq done. When the first coalitions were formed, pru- 
dent men doubtless ranked among impossibilities a vio- 
tory of divided and exhausted France over all Europe 
united against her. When the revolutionary anarchy 
^ras at its height, it was declared with some show of rea- 
son that a regular administration, and peaceable relations 
l)etveen the different classes, would never be seen in 
IWe. The hatreds which separated them seemed in- 
deed more difficult to coiiquer than are those of the North 
«nd South. 

Let us study, then, impartially, the chances of reestab- 
lishing the Union; if the difficulties are great, justice 
ttid liberty are accustomed to overcome difficulties ; the 
&rce that dwells in them is never taken sufficiently into 
account. They level mountains of prejudice, they blot 
out animosities, they harmonize interests, their soothing 
resources are miraculous. 

There is, I admit, a form of union which has become 
well-nigh impossible ; I mean the ancient form. And this is 
great progress. Thank God ! there are no longer means 
of reestablishing what then existed — ^that complicated 
and unnatural cx)ndition, that guarantee of slavery by free 
countries, that incessant uneasiness of the public con- 
science, that unstable equilibrium maintained by force of 
acts of cowardice and compromises, that debased policy in 
which America was straitened for want of room, in which 
she was stifled for lack of air, in which she would have per- 
ished, had she not, by a bold effort, freed herself in time. 

This, the founders of the United States might have 
established in the last- century ; struggling with a disas- 
trous war, with anarchy, with bankruptcy, seeking in 
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vain around them for forces proportioned to their deagn, 
they thought it their duty to alienate no one, and to Bnb* 
mit to the conditions of the slaveholders rather than lay 
down their arms before Englishmen. But to-day, after 
the experiences of the last administrations and the present 
rebellion, to restore what has just crumbled away, in fine, 
would be a criminal folly, the spectacle of which, it is my 
firm conviction, will be spared us. 

Whatever may be the temptations of the future — and 
they may be great at some moments — ^the time for com- 
promises is assuredly past; supposing, which I by no 
means admit, that there should ever be found a govern- 
ment at Washington to accept them, there would be no 
longer found a people in the United States to regard them ; 
useless paper rags, they would fall into the mire, and no 
one would think in future of stooping to pick them up. 

Lord Russell said at the Newcastle dinner : " If the 
South were to return voluntarily to the Union, the quar- 
rel would be renewed, for slavery would remain." I can- 
not admit the hypothesis ; I much rather believe that in 
case overtures of peace should be made and received, they 
would bo based on progressive emancipation, and the 
stipulation of an indemnity in favor of the masters. De- 
spite the support which a portion of the Democrats and 
politicians would doubtless give to plans of negotiation, it 
is indubitable that the reestablishment of the Union will 
not take place by this means. 

If the reestablishment of the Union take place, it will 
be simply because, the war once ended and the South 
conquered, there will be found more Union sentiment and 
interests in the South than is generally supposed. There 
will be union because there is unity. 

During the war, hatreds become exaggerated and 
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passions excited ; it seems then as though the blood spilt 
would never permit reconciliation, as though there were 
really two peoples contending, two peoples strangers to 
each other, who have had and can have nothing in com- 
mon. This is not only the language of the leaders, it is the 
truth of the moment. It is certain, and the government 
at Washington ought not to conceal it, that the separation 
is more real to-day than at the hour of the disruption; the 
separation is consolidated — ^I find no other term — ^by the 
habit of living apart and hostile ; the di£5culties of re- 
establishing the Union have gone on increasing. It was 
justifiable to maintmn in the beginning that the rising 
of the South was nothing but a rebellion, fomented by the 
ambition of a handful of agitators ; this is no longer true 
to-day. The South, a part of the South, at least, has 
come by degrees to desire what it, perhaps, forced upon 
itself at first ; the South desires the separation — ^it desires 
it with fierce and passionate energy. 

I do not seek, it will be seen, to disguise perils and 
fitvor illusions. The reestablishment of the Union is dif> 
ficult ; it remains to be known whether it is impossible. 
Upon this point, I stiU have doubts, and for these reasons : 

If we set aside the transient excitement which be- 
longs to the struggle, and which will give place after the 
struggle to sentiments of a different nature, we will see 
that all of the Southern States contain a Union party. 
What is its importance ? Those more able than I will 
tell yon ; for my part, I do not feel that I have the fight 
to be so positive. I confess my ignorance, but at the 
same time I insist on recalling the manner in which the 
disruption was proclaimed. Nothing could less resemble 
an unanimous conviction, a popular impulse. We do not 
need, in studying this miserable spectacle of a rebellion 
in behalf of sUvery, to have present to oar minds the 
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calm resolve displayed by tlie founders of the Umted 

States. 

Last year, tlie violent course adopted by South Caro- 
lina at first encountered naught but blame. Numerooa 
Southern journals declared themselves opposed to thiB 
excessive precipitation. I read in an influential sheet of 
Georgia, The Augusta Chronicle and Sentinel : "We are 
quite sure that every movement designed for secession 
and the formation of a new government proceeds, so fiir 
at least as Georgia is concerned, only from the quasi-oon- 
sent of its people. It is time that this usurpation of 
power had an end, and that the people were consulted. 
. . . Before the Convention takes it upon itself to ratify 
a permanent constitution, let it submit it to the vote of 
the peo])lc. . . ." 

The vote of tlie people is what the ringleaders of this 
insurrection, self-styled popular^ avoided with significant 
care. Everywliere, despite the principles of democracy, 
the ratification by the people was set aside. An able and 
unscrupulous minority had seized the reins ; the majority 
submitted to the yoke ; nearly all the men who would 
have been naturally called by their social position or 
character to exercise an important influence, remained in 
the shade : we seek in vain for their names at the foot of 
the Charleston proclamations. 

The people were still more hesitating. It will be re- 
membered that but just before, in most of tlie States, 
they had rejected, with a nobleness of feeling of which it 
is just to take note, the infamous laws passed by the legis- 
latures for reducing to slavery the free blacks who should 
not immediately quit the South. It is a striking fact that 
the governors were everywhere more violent than the 
legislatures, and the legislatures everywhere, in turn, more 
violent than the people. When the Alabama Convention 
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was elected, the nnmber of voters was minimum, and out 
of this small number, two-fiflhs supported the candidates 
opposed to secession; had the ordinance of secession been 
submitted to the people, it would have been rejected. In 
Virginia and in Texas, the opposition was still stronger. 

Observe that the cities played a great part in this 
movement ; the country, much more Union in feeling, 
was set aside. Let not too much, therefore, be said about 
the national insurrection of the South! It certainly 
bad not this character in the beginning; if it has assumed 
it since, tmder the influence of the passions excited by the 
struggle, it may easily lose it again under the influence of 
opposite sentiments. The discontent caused by ruin and 
reverses, the irritation against a government which has 
taken it upon itself to act without consulting the people, 
and has precipitated events and accumulated deceptions 
— ^all this will suffice to subdue a flictitious ill-feeling, and 
to restore life and speech to veritable majorities. 

I by no means affirm that this will be so ; it will be at 
least granted me that it has some chance. Who will dare 
affirm, moreover, that the struggle of classes will not 
then intervene to complicate the position of the South, 
and that it will not give strength to the partisans of the 
Union? According to the last census, there are not 
found in America more than four hundred thousand slave- 
holders, large and small ; the number of large slave- 
holders is under a hundred thousand. There exists, there- 
fore, a considerable number of whites who are strangers 
to the interests of slavery. 

We have a right, I think, to doubt the unanimity of 
the South. Without even taking into account, which is 
wrong, the four millions of blacks who should have, and 
some day will have a voice in the matter, we are justified 
in believing that, should unexpected defeat once occur, 
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should its illusions be rent asunder, should the rude 
hand of reverses replace each by reality, there will not 
be found in the Gulf States a population animated by the 
same desire, ruled by the same passion, and pursuing the 
same end. 

It will, perhaps, be objected that hypotheses are not 
facts. I grant it ; but hypotheses are not alone in ques- 
tion ; certain &cts have already appeared. Wherever 
the national army has regained its footing, sentiments in 
favor of the Union have been manifested on the spot. 
Scarcely had the fleet touched at Hatteras, when numer- 
ous delegates from the neighboring counties a^embled 
there in convention, and disavowed, in incredibly forcible 
terms, the secession sentiments attributed to North Caro- 
lina. Scarcely had General Dix set foot in Eastern Vir- 
ginia, when Accomac and Northampton counties enthu- 
siastically declared themselves in favor of the Union^ 
Scarcely had the Federal power become somewhat strength- 
ened in Missouri, when numerous Unionists from Arkansas 
took refuge there. Scarcely had the success of the North- 
ern troops permitted Western Virginia to express her 
true thought, when she constituted herself apart, and 
joined the United States. 

An analogous movement has been called forth in 
Eastern Tennessee ; the return to the Union numbers 
partisans there who declare themselves with daily increas- 
ing boldness. Wherever it is possible to declare one's self a 
Unionist without danger of the gallows, I do not see men 
lacking to do it. Even in Alabama, even in Georgia, 
even in South Carolina, even in Richmond, imder the eyes 
of the insurrectional government, unequivocal symptoms 
betray the presence of a party in favor of the Union. 
The Border States are interesting subjects of study in 
this respect. We know how little hesitation was shown 
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by Kentucky in rejecting the idea of a separation. As to 
Maryland, if you consult her outside the streets of Balti- 
more, you will find in her a strong general tendency in 
favor of the Union ; nowhere have so decisive majorities 
been seen as those which declared themselves this year in 
Maryland for the Union candidates. 

I am not ignorant of the objection that may be raised, 
that majorities called forth under the pressure of an army 
of occupation are always suspicious. Are we forbidden, 
however, to draw any inferences from these facts ? Are 
we not authorized to suppose that the material defeat of 
the secessionists will involve a moral defeat, that faith in 
their cause will then die out, that the former dream of an 
independent South, prospering through the conquests of 
slavery, will at length fall in ruins ? Our dreams never 
fall alone, they draw down with them many convictions, 
many passions which we deemed immortal. 

Those who extol the impulse of the South, and wish 
to make us believe in its unanimity, should explain to us 
the indifference of which proof was given when the rati- 
fication of the new Constitution was in question. In 
Georgia, for instance, the journals of the country pointed 
out several counties in which scarcely a hundred voters 
presented themselves at the polls, and others, where the 
votes in favor of secession scarcely prevailed over those 
against it. 

If the North succeed, and it will succeed, perhaps, in 
suppressing the factitious and transient state of exaltation 
in which the South is now found, a much more real attach- 
ment for the common country will be discovered at the 
bottom than men are now disposed to admit. For nearly 
a century, the sum told, they have lived together, under 
the same constitution, with the same destinies, by no 
means devoid of greatness. 

!!♦ 
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Such a history is a bond. More than one giorions 
memory, more than one illostrioos name, causes the hearts 
of men to beat alike in the North and South. Far from 
discovering there two peoples naturally hostile, I cannot 
help seeing a single people, and a people whose unity 
seems founded on indestructible bases. Not only is there 
unity of language, imity of origin, unity of race, and unity 
of religion, but it would be difficult to find, apart from 
slavery, any serious cause of antagonism. The solidarity 
of interests is evident — ^there is no rivalry, the agricultu- 
ral South completes the manufacturing North, the ridi 
cultures of the South have need to prosper of the capital 
of the North, the entrep6ts of the North, the vast com- 
merce of the North. 

It is puerile to raise up a few differences of character 
and manners, and transform them into causes of disrup- 
tion. There is no great people which does not comprise 
such contrasts within itself; they do not endanger unity, 
they strengthen it, on the contrary, by introducing there- 
in the element of diversity. Then the people of the 
North and South, with their emigrating habits, are much 
more closely intermingled than is confessed. How many 
families number members at the present time in both con- 
tending sections? 

The geographical unity will strike every one who looks 
at a map of America. Seek natural limits, possible limits 
— you will not fmd them. A great arterial communica- 
tion, the Mississippi, passes through the central valley 
where beats the heart of the people ; numerous branches, 
canals, and railroads, establish a momentary contact be- 
tween the most distant portions of the territory. 

The necessities of defence are to America a supreme 
law of unity. If the South, which talks about independ- 
ence, wishes to remain independent, I advise it not to set 
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itself apart ; it will soon be obliged to place itself in con- 
sequence, under the protection of some European power. 
As to the North, once separated from the States which 
make it a whole, it is in danger of being like a dismantled 
fortress, which may be entered henceforth by the breach. 

Nothing less than the blind passions of slavery could 
close one's eyes to truths like these. Who will dare say 
that these eyes will not be opened? If the leaders at 
Richmond be overthrown, will not the day come when 
reasonable and patriotic Southern men (and these are not 
lacking) will perceive in what sort of a path they have 
been forced ? Seeing on one side that the golden dream 
of Southern greatness is but a dream, recognizing on the 
other that the Yankees are not so ferocious, so thif sty for 
oppression and vengeance as had been said, feeling . both 
the final ruin of their country and the greater or lener 
domination of Europe approaching with rapid strides, will 
they not become reconciled to those who will restore to 
them greatness, independence, and prosperity ? 

Two sentiments subsist in the South — ^the American 
sentiment and the republican sentiment. Its monarchical 
tendencies exist only in the imaginations of our newspaper 
correspondents. As to the affection for Europe, see with 
what painful earnestness the South and the North, united 
at least in this, lately witnessed the progress of the plans 
of Spain, first in St. Domingo and then on the very conti- 
nent of the New World? The shudder which runs 
through America to-day from one end to the other, re- 
veals its unity to itself. 

This unity appears to me so deeply seated that I per- 
sist in believing in it for the future, even though it should 
be necessary to renounce it for the present. I can scarcely 
admit that the patriotism of Southern men will always con- 
sent to betray and deliver up America. Weary of the 
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yoke of wretchedness and violence which is now wdghhig 
upon them, will they never tarn their eyes toward those 
free institutions which have given them so many years of 
prosperity and greatness ? When they know, beyond the 
possibility of doubt, that, in destroying the United States^ 
they have not done the least thing toward founding the 
glorious Southern empire, that their slavery has none the 
less received its death-blow, that a permanent war is rav- 
aging their frontiers, that a foreign power is entering and 
ruling among them, that their ruin is becoming definitive, 
that their downfall is about to be accomplished without 
remedy, will not an irresistible reaction take place ? 

Either the destinies of America will suffer shipwreck, 
oVkljJie union of the South and the North will be recon- 
structed ; sooner or later, more or less completely, this 
reconstruction will arrive. Great nations are not formed 
by chance, nor is their destruction so easy, thank God! as 
is imagined by cabinet politicians. Artificial unions may 
be broken, two countries brought togetlier despite them- 
selves — a Belgium and a Holland — may be separated ; but 
under the name, United States, I discover a real, vital, 
natural fact, which has a great chance of becoming rees- 
tablished sooner or later, and the final ruin of which, 
should it take place, would make itself long felt on 
earth. 

There exist, it seems to me, three great means of re- 
establishing it speedily — negotiation, the abolition of 
slavery, and political liberty. 

I use the word negotiation for the sake of brevity, 
although the dignity of the United States will not permit 
them to treat officially with rebels. But, outside official 
action, overtures may be made. It is not absolutely im- 
possible that the war, instead of terminating by the victory 
of one and the defeat of the other, may end by an ar- 
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rangement. Suppose that the South, discontented with 
its present government, alarmed at the progress of the 
North, ceasing to count on the su^^ort of Europe, know- 
ing, moreover, that this support would hy no means con- 
solidate the ^' peculiar institution," remits the power to 
more moderate and less compromised hands. After the 
fall of the Richmond cahinet and the influences which 
have hitherto prevailed in the South, it is conceivahle 
that, under some form or other, proposals of peace may 
be communicated to Washington. 

We have the right to look them in the face to-day 
without disquietude. Doubtless there are still those who, 
if it were said, '' Reestablish the action of the Fugitive 
Slave Law, and pass anew the Missouri Compromise, ac- 
cording to slavery all the territory below 33^ 30^ and 
you will obtain the restoration of the Union," would ac- 
cept the offer with enthusiasm. I have read writings 
published in the North since the rebellion, in which the 
moral pressure of citizens who give refuge to fugitive 
slaves was denounced almost with anger. Nevetherthe- 
less, we are advancing, and provided the war lasts longer 
than men in haste imagine, it will be at length universally 
recognized, even in the bosom of the Border States, even 
in the bosom of the Democratic party, that, to reestablish 
the Union and maintain slavery, is not to reestablish the 
Union ; that to end the war and leave the great enemy 
standing, is not to end the war. 

This is the opinion which is gaining ground, and which 
it will be difficult to brave. If peace become reestablished 
before the annihilation of the Southern armies, the ar- 
rangement will probably rest on this double baus ; the 
complete reestablishment of the Union, and the progres- 
sive abolition of slavery. Why should not the United 
States, in this case, offer to indenmify the slaveholders 



248 ERRORS CREDITED IJl KTEOPK. 

of the States which ehall decree emancipation P Wby^ 
sbould not a general amoosty, without exception, prercnt 
reprisals? Credit, for a moment abolished, would resume J 
its valao on both sides ; confiscations would be reroked; 
the coBta of the war would rest equally on all, since they j 
would form a part of the national debt ; in fine, the di» ] 
banding of the troops, the reestablish me nt of the regular 
working of institations, the reenrrection of Southern ouI» 
tures, the encouragement given to the introduction of free 
labor into the Cotton States, the proclamation and pruy 
tice of commercial freedom, would give equal Batiafacllon ' 
to interests too long hostile. 

This is an Utopian vision, I fear. It seems to i 
however, that I should have failed in a duty, if, amon^^ 
the chances of reestablishing the Union, I had omitted 
this one. 



I adopt a loss contestable hypothesis, supposing the 
complete victory of the North, and the submission of the 
South. How can this forced submission give place to a 
cordial union ? 

The abolition of slavery presents itself anew to the 
mind. Since slavery has been the essential and almost the 
only cause of separation, the Union will bo recatahjished 
only on condition of retrenching slavery. To use the 
American expression, liberty must be declared national, 
and slavery sectional. Slavery leads to isolation; the in- , 
stiuct of preservation counsels this ; in contact with free 
discussion and liberty, it could not but perish. 

It will, therefore, be requisite to take at once, in the 
interest of the Union, a decisive measure that ehall de- 
liver the future from the horrible evil which has entailed 
BO much suffering on tlie past .ind present of America. 
This is absolut«ly necessary ; whether the war he tenoi- 
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nated by decisive yictories or by an amicable arrangement, 
the destruction of the great enemy cannot, under any 
pretext, be questioned. 

I do not pretend that the immediate freedom of the 
blacks must be proclaimed; I admit circumspection, 
transitionary measures, whatever may serve to soften a 
formidable crisis for the South. But it b essential that 
the principle of emancipation be laid down with firmness. 

The principle once laid down, every thing becomes 
modified among the Southern people — passions, ambi- 
tions, and interests. Great social revolutions have this 
peculiarity, that it is only necessary for them to become 
certain, to bring forth at once excellent fruits. They will 
not be completed, perhaps, for twenty or thirty years ; 
nevertheless, from the beginning, they influence minds 
and transform positions. 

Slavery about to end is no longer wholly slavery, and 
its monstrous legislation fiills to the ground by piecemeaL 
The indispensable appeal to free labor introduces a new 
element among the Southern people. The course of par- 
tics is no longer the same, political chances present them- 
selves under a different aspect. 

We have pointed out the influence of surroundings ; 
in changing the surroundings of Southern men, their sen- 
timents by degrees will be changed. They lack nothing, 
in order again to become leading members of the Union, 
in order again to win perhaps new titles to the rank of 
which they so long preserved the monopoly — they lack 
nothing, except to be themselves delivered from the 
crushing yoke of slavery. Their cause, which seemed to 
serve them for a moment, had ended by destroying them ; 
they were in danger of perishing in its ruin. But let a 
liberating hand restore to them their instincts as citizens 
of a free country, and noble men will rise up among them, 
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the world will cease to hate them, their snccess will again i 
become the success of the humao race; far from fearing | 
their conquests, wo shall begin to desire them. What ft 
future will then open to the South ! These States, with i 
such fertile soil and so magnificent a climate, will go i 
onward at last toward their true destinies. European 
emigration, which turns aside with horror from ea ac- 
cursed land, will fiow into it from every side ; liberty will 
beckon to its companions ; prosperity and peace will has- 
ten thither; the South — I borrow the espres^on from ft i 
Northern orator — the South will become like a terrestrial | 

Among tlie methods which lead to nnity, I know of 

none of equal value to this — to resolve all questions. 
Questions anreBolved divide men ; questions resolved 
draw them together. So long as it is possible to strugglo 
against a social progress, evil passions wiU rise and coal- 
esce ag:unst it; as soon as all chances of success have 
disappeared, a sudden calm succeeds the storm. The as- 
pect of things becomes at once transformed ; other inter- 
ests, other habits, other alhances, other hopes arise ; 
books, journals, pulpits hold a different language. 

When a groat question is resolved, a host of small 
ones are found resolved at the same time; these can be 
decided in no other manner: the French revolution was 
needed to abolish seignorisi rights. 

Study history, and you will see the value of the 
method which I point out. Here is a divided country 
rent by the war of hostile classes — how shall unity be 
established in it? By giinng it the civil code. Here 
is another country where creeds are at strife — how shall 
unity be established in it? By separating the Church 
from the State. 

Wo can never know how many fruitful results are 
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comprised in the bold solution of a mngle question. 
Yesterday, the Emperor of Russia emancipated his serfs ; 
to-morrow, Russia will have political liberties, universi- 
ties, schools, and journals ; to-morrow, the spirit of re- 
form will attack its administration and police. 

I have spoken of political liberty ; a powerful means 
will also be found therein for a return to the Union. 
After the defeat of the South, there must be neither 
victors nor vanquished. It is the admirable privilege of 
free countries that the words subjugation and conquest 
are to them terms destitute of meaning. A conquest 
would leave deep wounds, which it would be very diffi« 
cult to heal ; the suppression of a rebellion leaves no such 
traces. After as before it, I see equal States, equal citizens, 
a government resting equally on alL After as before it, 
the independence of the States is maintained, their rep- 
resentatives ~ sit in Congress, parties contend for their 
votes, their influence is exercised over the general direo- 
tion of a£^rs. 

To have been brought back to duty dishonors no one, 
especially when former rights have not perished in the 
struggle. Let us not always be too forgetful of the 
power of reconciliation possessed by liberty. Who is de- 
finitively the conqueror? Neither a man nor a party. 
The constitution is the conqueror ; and it prescribes the 
law that the conquered shall resume possession of their 
rights as citizens. Come, vote, your right has not perish- 
ed; we know neither subject peoples, nor subordinate 
republics ; you have no other master than the supreme 
compact by which we are all bound; after having cut 
down the chief criminal, which is slavery, we invite you to 
enjoy with us the blessings in store for free nations ; come, 
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aid US ; come, oppose us ; come, take your broad and glo- 
rioos place among a people which is your own I 

It seems to me that such language must find its way 
to many hearts. By the side of compromised and hardened 
men, the South contains a far greater number of others 
who have yielded to impulse. If their present hatreds 
are ardent, the history of civil wars shows us that hatreds 
no less ardent have become assuaged after peace. Ciyil 
and political equality closes many wounds. 

Let no one reproach me for preserving such hopes. I 
am sure of nothing, but I am obstinate in hoping. In the 
interest of the North as in that of the South, I do not 
despair of seeing them ere long place their different 
genius at the service of the same institutions. The prin- 
ciple of abolition once laid down, the North and South once 
delivered from the burden which is crushincr them, I see 
them united both by their resemblances and differences, 
completing and finally appreciating each other. Certainly 
the place of Southern men will not be small in the coun- 
try which they have sought to disrupt ; the sympathetic 
qualities which distinguish them have indeed their value. 
They have spirit and ambition — they are the Gascons of 
America. Now, the Gascons have never ceased to take 
a i)owerful part in the government of France, although 
France has massacred the Albigenses, although the langue 
(toll has many a time trodden the langue d^oc under foot. 

Northern men were then hard; at this time things 
are different. It is necessary that they should be 
different. 

The first condition of the recstablishment of the 
Union is that the North, victorious, (I suppose this hypo- 
thesis,) give proof of generosity. No refusals, no recrimi- 
nations, no inequalities, even temporary ! Think no more 
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of the past, make haste to blot out those measares of cbn« 
fiscation which grieve your friends, do not say to yoar- 
selves that the rebellious South has done the same ; to 
reestablish the Union is more difficult than to destroy 
it ; it needs more forgetfulness of injuries, more magna- 
nimity and more virtue. 

I hold this language with confidence, for I know that 
the North is tar from being exasperated, as is supposed. 

At the present time, there is already talk of amnesty. 
It is true that there is also talk of excepting the princi- 
pal leadef^ ; their exemplary punishment is demanded as 
the q^essary sanction of the law which they have violated, 
of 1^ blood which has been spilt on their account. This 
is jife first impulse ; which will give place, I am sure, to a 
befter thought. The glory of the United States will be 
precisely that of not having shed a drop of blood on the 
scaffold after having poured out so much on the battle- 
field. There is herein a greatness, a guarantee of the 
future, a moral recompense, in a word, far superior to that 
which would be obtained by the vaunted measures of politi- 
cal justice. The leaders will be &r more thoroughly anni- 
hilated by pardon than by punishment. The magnanimous 
conduct of the North will thus manifest a feeling of con- 
fidence which must make proselytes. Behold it! it is 
master of itself, and, although determined to suppress the 
rebellion, it is far, very far from hating the rebels. Who 
does not see that it even experiences a touching pity on 
their behalf choosing rather to prolong the war and en- 
danger its triumph, than to let loose slave insurrections ? 
There should be calmness in justice ; the cause of right 
should be defended in a spirit of peace. The other day, 
on the announcement of the conflagration at Charleston, 
a subscription for the sufferers was opened at the New 
York Exchange. Those who took the lead in such a 
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patriotic act of charity did much, whether they knew it 
or not, for the future ref-atablishment of the Unioi 

Lastly, I will not leai-o this important suhject without 
recalling two measures which I have mentioned before, 
and which must contribute a great part toward bringing 
back the South. The first is the abrogation of the ultra 
protective tariff, the broad application of the principle 
of commercial freedom. The second, the principal c 
I shoald say, is the offer of an indemnity designed to 
second progressive emancipation, Ajiportioned over a 
term of twenty years, that is to say, he time necessary 
to complete the emancipation, this indemnity wiU not ex- ^^ 
cced tbe resources of tl powerful people. Two hundred^^l 
millions of dolliirs thus appropriated fur twenty years to ^^ 
this work of peace would assure to the masters a com- 
pensation at^lcast equal to that accorded by England and 
France, would place resources at the service of a difficult 
transformation, and would retain in the bosom of the 
Union, the most infuriate of its ad' 



I have shown that the reestablishment of the Union ia 
not impossible, I might have shown that it is almost ne- 
cessary ; for if the difficulties of union are great, those 
of separation are none the less so. 

It is easy to write the word separation ; to realize 
the thing is assuredly less easy ; we have no longer an 
Alexander VI. to trace a line of demarcation. To whom 
shall be given Washington, situated in a slave country ? 
With whom will the other Border States remain ? Will 
Tennessee, Virginia, and North Carolina drag by force to 
the Sontb those fractions of their territory which have 
just rallied to the support of the North ? Will free 
Kansas be delivered up, a bleeding victim, into the hands 
of those who surround and covet her on every side? 
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Win the inhabitants of the West, of the States that form 
the vaUeys of the Mississippi, the Missouri, and the Ohio, 
^ told that they most renounce the mouths of their 
^▼ers, that New Orleans and Texas are to belong to 
another country, a hostile country, a country which 
Sixrope will ere long, perhaps, have under her protect 
tion? 

Kcture to yourself this great American republic, mu- 
^Qated, separated from its southern boundary and its 
ports on the Gulf of Mexico, deprived of Louisiana, which 
^ had purchased from France ; of Florida, which it had 
oonght of the Spaniards and Indians ; of Texas, whose 
^ebts it had paid, regulating both well and ill these ao- 
^onts with an insolvent neighbor, securing the indemni« 
^ies due for Federal properties, for repudiated credits, for 
^"eciprocal confiscations ! The North and the South — this 
Ss soon said ; but where does the North begin, and where 
does the South end ? Does the North end at the Potomac, 
\?bich cuts in two the faithiul State of Maryland ? Does 
the South stop at Tennessee, beyond which the rebellion 
of slavery has found partisans ? The fact is, that from the 
Gulf of Mexico to the great Canadian lakes, we find the 
same nation. On the day when it shall be wished to sep- 
arate the North and South, it will be necessary to trace 
I know not what uncertain line through the loyal States, 
through the rebel States, through the slave States, 
through rivers, through railroads — a line which would 
place a custom-house with a body of guards at every 
point of this vast frontier. 

Tell me not that there will be peace, that the absolute 
freedom of commerce will be proclaimed, that custom- 
houses and guards will consequently be useless, and that 
the weakness of the frontiers will occasion no inconven- 
ience. Who does not see that such a division is war, 
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war always and everywhere ? European commerce some- 
times wisbea the realization of this bad dream ! It talks 
of amioable separation, of pacific separation ; it has the 
appearance of believing that by merely putting peace 
into words, it will put it into things 1 Things are leas 
accommodating than words. From the state of distrust 
to the state of war, it is never very fer. Now, what will 
be the remediless distrust between the mutilated United 
States and the rebellioas South, transferred into a govern- 
ment? I waive all that pertains to slavery; I suppose 
that the South, forced in any case to resign itself to pro- 
gressive emancipation, will make up its mind to continual 
escapes, to provocations coming from the North, to abo- 
lition appeals from the Northern press. But will the 
North, in turn, make up its mind to see the influences 
and the busy action of Europe installed in the very heart 
of the American continent? 

Let us see things as they are. The South, miserable, 
ruined, dependent, forced to lean on some one, will seek 
and find a protector. This will be a great misfortune to 
America, and, I do not fear to say, a no less great miafor- 
tune to Europe. 

The moment has not come to insist on this point. 
What I have just said suffices to show that questions are 
not suppressed with phrases, and that the fine formula, 
" an amicable separation," resolves no difficulty. The 
United States will resign themselves to it in case it shoald 
become absolutely necessary ; I am the first to counsel 
them this sacrifice ; but I would speak falsely should I 
present to them an assiired peace as the consequence of 
such a resolution. By force of wisdom, it might perhaps 
be attained. Perhaps the wisdom of Europe would also 
aid in it, and the South would be left to itself. However 
this might be, nothing would be concluded, and it might 
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be even maintained tl&t a new problem, no less perilous 
than the old, would begin to propound itseUl The at- 
tempt would be made, which would indeed bo something, 
to live on good terms ; the peril of standing armies and 
huge expenditures would be escaped ; nevertheless, this 
peril would threaten to reappear from one moment to 
toother, and the day that a European intrigue should 
penetrate the 8outh — ^that day of itself would rekindle 
the war. 

Once more, there is less arbitrariness and chance in 
the formation of national territories than is affirmed. It 
IB not the will of man nor the caprice of treaties that 
ha made by itself alone a France, a Switzerland, an 
Sngland. The laws of geography are something, al- 
though they certainly are not every thing. Now if there 
be a country whose unity is written on the soil itself so 
that, on looking at a map, we can scarcely comprehend its 
being broken into fractions, it is precisely the one which 
we are considering. The same chain of mountains runs 
through it from one end to the other, its eastern plain is 
interrupted by nothing, its interior plain is one vast valley, 
the valley of a single river, running from Canada to the 
Gulf of Mexico ; its homogeneousness is obvious ; there is 
in it evidently an organic life, which it is unjustifiable not 
to take into account. I marvel at those who demonstrate 
to us at length the impossibilities of union, and do not 
perceive the difficulties of separation. To accept the lat- 
ter as a last resort, may become necessary ; to seek it as 
an ideal, is indeed what I cannot comprehend. 

I know of but one thing more detestable than separa- 
tion ; it is conquest. To subjugate, to hold garrison, to 
reduce the Southern States to the condition of provinces, 
to send and long maintain among them governors from 
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MMHwhtiMtts or nSiidfl, to enter upon die ■jlwii of 
SDlrjeot repaUioSi to prodflim A lasdng ^^ ' 

gtitolioiud ijghti-^irhat are we to call all this ? WekMUr-- 
what Venioes and Polands coat Europe, whaA thoj eoilK ' ~ 
not in money or addiera alooei bnt m hcMior and liberCif»'~ 
An American Poland or Venice wonid be ftr woraCi 1R» ~ 
give itself the jdeasore of crushing the Soath, the NorA 
would begin by immolating its own institntionsL TUs 
would be tme suicide. 

Let OS not diagnise it, men are fonnd in the North wktf 
have accepted the idea of a conqnesti with all its nnnaa 
quences. Msny others go forward toward it, without to# 
closely ezamimng things, saying to themselves in Tag«t ^ 
terms that great drcnmstances call fiyr great meaaoreai aaft -^ 
that if it be necessary to make a few transient aaariAoas^" 
America will not shrink from them* 

lliese so-called transient sacrifices are of those wfaUk' 
bear in history the name of revolution. A thousand timsB • 
rather separation, with its inconveniences and dangen^ 
than the death of the United States I They would die on 
the day when, making themselves conquerors and oppress- 
ors, they should assume a system appropriate to this rdte^ 
a military dictatorship, a large standing army, exceptional 
laws. 

There is no medium — after the defeat of the slave 
States, and past the very brief moment when the reestab- 
lishment of political and material order will exact the 
adoption of transitory measures, it will be necessary to 
govern these States either as a conquered country or as 
free members of the great republic. Lay aside the plans 
of military colonization, and other follies, which the press 
has put forward ; have faith in liberty ! — it has often done 
and will do miracles. When the South, delivered from 
the terror which is weighing upon it, delivered also from 
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the illasions by which it has been lulled, having no longer 
to occupy itself with slavery, the destiny of which will 
have been fixcod before the end of the war, will find itself 
called to participate as before in the votes of Congress, it 
will not perhaps bring to it the best possible spirit; I 
think, however, that this spirit of opposition will become 
rapidly modified under the influence of a position radi- 
cally changed. 

In fine, it is the nature of governments to exist with 
greater or less opposition. This one, if it hold out, will 
contribute to maintain the unity of the North, and will 
play the part of an increasingly feeble minority ; it will be 
swallowed up in the rapid development of free States, 
territories attained to the rank of States, and all endowed 
with liberty. 

But it appears to me more probable that, under the 
light yoke of the constitution and laws, happy in regain- 
ing their original independence, the inhabitants of the 
South will rally in great part around their country and 
flag. The old questions will have disappeared, new inter- 
ests will appeal to hearts, parties will become transformed, 
and as nothing ^dll recall the defeat, as reprisals will be 
absent, as the traces of civil war will be carefully eflaced, 
as the victors will have no right that will not belong to 
the vanquished, a better triumph than that which is won, 
sword in hand, the triumph over prejudices and hatred, 
will come perhaps to crown a policy as skilful as gen- 
erous. 

I know of no other counsel to the United States— to 
conquer first, to bring back afterward ; to bring back by 
the opportune solution of the problem of slavery, by the 
immediate and bold reestablishment of liberty. 

I add that i^ in spite of abolition, and in spite of lib- 
12 
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erty, a violent rcsistaucQ bo maintuincd in a fov States^ 
it' iiotliing be found there but sullenncss and opposition, 
if the state of war be reawakened there unceasingly, if it 
become neceasarj to return there from day to day, rather 
th;m Iiold garrison in these States, it would bo fitting to 
abandon them to their evil destiny. At no price should _ 
pcvmanent ociiupation be admitted. h 

I should have foreseen an extreme case, which appears H 
to me, I acknowledge, far fi'om probable. But no matter, ■ 
though improbable, it is not impossible. There is a cor- 
ner of America, the same in which the rebellion was bom, 
tlie comer formed by South CaroUna, Georgia, Florida, 
and Alabama, which will remain, perhaps, in insurrectioiif.^l 
and will not rally to the Union, deppitc the defent of the ^^ 
South, and tho repossession by the Federal troops of 
the fortresses and arsenals. Perhaps it will not limit 
itself to making opposition in Congress, or even refusing 
to be represented there ; jierbaps per])etual disturbances, 
a lasting agitation, will m.anifest the determination of a 
people resolved to remain alien and hostile. 

Then would be the time when the United States, con- 
solidated on their essential frontici-s, in possession of the 
mouths of tho Mississippi, having besides denied by force 
of arms the right of separation, certain thenceforth of 
escaping the system of amicable dissolution reconnnended 
to them by so many pretended friends, might address the 
following language with honor and security to the four 
or five refractory States : " Wo will not s;ierifice lo you 
our principles and institutions ; we will not hold garrison 
amonc; you, and enlor upon the system of standing armies ; 
we will not pretend to constrain yo.n to be free and hap- 
py. Go then, attempt to live alone ; some day, we will 
see you return to us." 



CHAPTER V. 

THE SOUTH WILL NOT BB CONQUERED. 

There are causes for which it is to our honor to fight, 
without troubling ourselves too much about the chances 
of success or reverses. A principle is involved ; this is 
enough for us, happen what may ! And this is the way in 
which great things are accomplished ; the principle is main- 
tained, and success comes into the bargain. Such is the 
fate which awaits the United States, should their war 
become more and more what it was not enough at first — 
a war of justice. Not only will European opinion de- 
clare itself with increasing warmth,* but they will meet 
Union elements in the conquered South, which will fa- 
cilitate the task undertaken. Besides the Germans of 
Texas, beiddes the inhabitants of the mountainous regions 
in North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and Alabama, 
they will see all those return to the old country whom 
the defeat of the South will have disenchanted or affran- 
chised, all those whom abolition, steadfastly advancing, 
will have brought face to fiice with a new future. 

* I am happy to cite here one of the most eminent minds of Europe, 
the great economist and logician, Stuart Mill. He has just defended, in 
a much remarked article in Ftaxa^B Magaxine^ the same theories which 
I maintain here. 
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Bat 8tin it is neoeHuy to oonqner ; andheraisft 
tested poiiit. The duunpions of the imoiieetioiiil 
emmeot at Bichmoiid, who dispby eo mneli 
among uii do not ckmteiit themielTeB with afinning 
imperturbable coohiess that the oonqaered SoathwiU 
return to the Union; they aflbm with no leiaoobhieaBthflb- 
the South win not be conquered. 

It would be easy for me to oppose to these boIC 
affirmationsi whioh were muoh bolder two months ags^ 
the reoent yiotories of the Union. I shall do nothiiq; oT 
the sort The issue of the oonlliot is still in the hands oT 
Ood, and I do not feel the right to say that no d is a st er 
can arise. I, who believed in suooess when few believed 
in it, have not ceased to believe in it now that few doubt 
it ; but success may be more or less slow, more or Issi 
surrounded with difficulties and reverses. I shsll net 
therefore imitate my opponentSi but shall employ a men 
modest lang^uage. Kot feding any vocation for the duai> 
acter of prophet, I shall take care not to recount here in 
advance events that are about to happen. I marvel at 
people who are so sure of their &cts I The future hat 
not the least obscurity for them, it has much for me. 
I confine myself to protesting against the positive asser- 
tions which have contributed but too greatly to mislead 
the opinion of Europe. My humble theory is this : the 
defeat of the South is probable^ the return of the conquered 
South to the Union is possible. 

If I have not arranged my propositions in this order, 
it has been to proceed at once to the great question ; to 
that which disquiets earnest minds, to that which is worth 
the pains of debating. As to the chances of the struggle, 
I should have less trouble in showing the enormity of the 
errors which have been success^lly propagated. It will 
suffice for me to take things as they stand at the moment 
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of my writing, and compare them with the predictions 
which have been made us. The most decided and most 
untrue affirmations of the past will enlighten us on the 
value of the new affirmations which are produced without 
ceasing. We shall have neither to examine them in de- 
tail, nor still less to fling ourselves into the dangerous 
trade of political or military vaticination. I seek, it is 
known, to place myself on such ground that my observa- 
tions will endure, whatever may be, moreover, the course 
of aflairs in America. The study of principles should not 
resemble a book written for the occasion. 

We are to distrust the news which is sent us from 
America. I know not where it is manufactured ; but at 
critical moments, above all, and when it is in question to 
urge us to some folly, inaccurate accounts follow one 
after the other. I will only recall what happened in those 
weeks of anguish when the IVent affair was in process of 
negotiation, and when the peace of the world, as well as 
the fate of America, seemed to hang on a single thread. 

The telegraph then informed us, again and again, first, 
that the city of New York had illuminated in honor 
of Captain Wilkes ; next, that all the principal cities of 
the North had accorded to him the freedom of citizen- 
ship; lastly, which was more serious, that Mr. Lincoln 
had addressed to the new Swedish minister. Count Piper, 
an official address almost announcing a rupture with Eng- 
land. The precise language was given us: ''It is our 
destiny to encounter, for the third time, the open hostility, 
hereditary jealousy and prejudices of Great Britain. . . . 
Well ; be it so ! we will sustain the shock of battle like 
freemen." What did it matter to the authors of this 
imaginary harangue that it would come to us later from 
Stockholm, just as it had been delivered ; that is, as pa- 
cific and inoffensive as possible? Later would be too 
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late ; the North would be attacked and tbe South rec- 
ognized. 

The illuminations, of course, bad existed nowhere but 
in the imagination of newspaper correspondents. And as 
to the diplomas, conferring the freedom of the ciliea, so 
far from having been delivered, freedom of cities does 
not exist In the United States. 

I might cito many other examples ; were we not In- 
formed that Kentucky and Missouri, the two principal 
Border States, had forsaken tlio Union, and voted their 
adhesiou to the South ? Kow, the votes in question were 
those cast in a few villages by some wandering members 
of dissolved legislatures. At the some time, the stKto- 
ment of the genuine votfs was published, and the result 
was, as far as Kentucky waa concerned, that, of the one 
hundred and ninety-two thousand six hundred and fifty- 
Mx voters comprised in this State, one hundred and 
seventy-six thousand one hundred and thirty-one had 
, voted in favor of the Union, and but sixteen thousand 
five hundred aud twenty-five against it. 

Later, when it was in question to prove to Europe 
that great military operations were impossible, it was 
gravely published in our journals that the armies "were 
going into winter quarters." There was some chance hi 
tliis wise of exciting the impatience of the manufacturing 
centres, and deciding Europe to break the blockade. 
But I should be asliamcd to dwell further on the subject. 

If it be unjustifiable to invent false news, is it qnite 
justifi.ihie to propagate ill-founded predictions? TVlio may 
not be mistaken? Less than any, would I contest this 
right to err sometimes, but to err always, is somewhat 
less innocent, perhaps. Xow, here arc a few of iJio pre- 
dictions which have made a great noise among us, which 
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have been admitted as equal to truth, and which have 
been since replaced by others, no less cordially welcomed. 

The South, being ready and armed, was in a few days 
to cross the Potomac, occupy the Border States, rally 
together all the slave States, and dictate peace in the 
walls of the capital. — ^We know how much of this it has 
done. 

Missouri, Kentucky, and Maryland were about to 
make common cause with the South. — ^They have ranged 
themselves on the side of the Uuion. 

Afler Bull Run the North, terrified, was about to lay 
down its arms; afler Lexington, the gates of St. Louis were 
about to open ; after the removal of General Fremont, and 
the discouraging reports of Adjutant-General Thomas, the 
West was about to witness the rapid triumph of the insur- 
rection. Events have so fully reversed these prophecies 
that we may be pardoned for not being dismayed beyond 
measure on hearing the new prophecies — it is possible 
that the South may be foiled in its attacks, but it is itself 
inassailable ; it will not be pursued home, the Federal army 
cannot depart from its base of operations ; money is about 
to fail ; an amicable separation is about to be signed. 

^^ Near " recognition has been announced more than 
twenty times, with circumstantial details which should 
leave room for no doubt. The negotiations which were 
about to effect the contestation of the blockade by Europe 
have been reported in no less precise a manner. — ^The dan- 
ger has been real, I am aware ; it is nevertheless certain 
that the makers of prognostics have hitherto been unlucky 
in their predictions. 

The North was without enthnsiam, incapable of im- 
pulse and sacrifice ; divided, moreover, drawn in different 
directions by the abolitionists, republicans, and democrats, 
comprising a great number of men devoted to the South, 
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appealed to by its interests, it was about to force Mr. 
Lincoln to dictate peace and to impose compromises. — The 
unanimity has been complete ; the idea of buying peace 
by concesaioDS made to slavery has lost ground from tho 
beginning, and has euded by becoming entirely effaced. 

New York was to detach itself from the North, and 
declare itself a free city; the great Western Statea, 
through other motives, could not be long in doiug the 
satne ; as to Caltt'omia, it was a matter of course. — New 
York, the West, and Caliibrnia are more than ever at- 
tached to the Union, 

Riots were about to break out in large cities; social- 
ism was already litUng its head ; the numerous irorking 
men of New England, reduced to tho most ejrtreme 
misery by the scarcily of cotton, were preparing direfid 
embarrassments for the Government at Washington. — The 
domestic peace has not been disturbed for a single instant. 

Congress, irritated with Jlr, Lincoln, had decided on 
deposing him ; revolutionary meaeares would not be long 
in being adopted. — The conduct of Congress, from tho 
beginning to tho end, has been as calm as patriotic. 

Tlie reaction of great defeats could not be supported 
by tho democratic populations of the North, the cry of 
treason was about to make itself heard, the Government 
was about to find itself drawn on to adopt estrcme meas- 
ures, to decree the penalty of death agMnst rebels, to 
let loose negro insurrections. — Great disasters have been 
supported with the calmness inspired by Rtrength, the 
Government has not shed a drop of blood, and hasappUed 
itself to prevent slave insurrections, 

Tho Tretil affair was premeditated ; it was infallibly 
to bring about war ; in default of the cabinet, the popu- 
lace would lake it upon ilaelf to hurl the nation against 
England ; the impulse would be irresistible. — The Gov- 
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eminent had premeditated nothing, the populace has 
exacted nothing, the nation and its leaders have preserved 
a most worthy attitude. 

The enlistments of volunteers were to become impos- 
sible ; States were cited where not a single man consented 
to rejoin the standard. — Six or seven hundred thousand 
men have rejoined it ; every State has exceeded its con- 
tingent ; and one State, Ohio, has offered by itself alone 
more volunteers than were at first demanded of the en* 
tire Union. 

There could be none but three months' volunteers; 
an undisciplined and ridiculous crowd, unceasingly deci- 
mated by desertion, mutinying against its officers. — ^Vol- 
unteers for a year, volunteers for the war are alone ac- 
cepted, discipline is making vast progress, there is no 
longer either mutiny or desertion. 

Loans were to find no takers, taxes were to provoke 
insurrections, commercial and industrial sufferings were 
to bring the North to a composition. Loans have been 
taken, taxes have been paid, sufferings have been sup- 
ported. 

Probably we are not at the end. The paper currency 
is about to furnish a text for declamations ; men will not 
content themselves with regretting the use of this means, 
but will see in it a symptom of dissolution ; they will an* 
nounce to us for to-morrow the forced cessation of the 
war, or for the day after, bankruptcy. It is evident of 
itself, besides, that the South, on its part, is neither ex- 
hausted nor miserable, that its loans are taken without 
difficulty, that its treasury is full, that its armies have 
abundance, that it can raise as many soldiers as it pleases, 
that it does not accept volunteers for three or six months, 
that its government is popular, that opposition and di^ 
visions are unknown among it, that, in a word, it poe* 

12* 
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sessea (I recall the Inngtiage which was lately held to us) 
all the conditions of certain and rapid success. 

"Why then dots it not succeed ? Things went mach 
better with it a year ago than to-day. Id the beginning, 
it had every thing on its side ; thanks to ticason, it found 
itself in a position to attack, and the North did not seem 
to be in a position to defend. Notwithstanding, at the 
first cannon ball that it fired, the whole North arose, has- 
tened forward, and raised an invincible barrier between 
the capital and Charleston, The Sonth then lost its first 
illusion. 

The battle of Bull Run made it lose the second. It 
lacked nothing, it seemed, but a great saccess, to demor- 
aUze the North and draw in Europe. It had its great suc- 
cess; yet the North was found firmer after it than ever, 
while Europe had not advanced a step. A conqueror, 
but terrified, as it were, at its own victory, it dared not 
risk itself outside its studied and leisurely fortified posi- 
tions. Not to have marched at this moment upon Wash- 
ington was to have retrograded, and greatly. 

The third illusion of the South took flight the day its 
commissioners reembarked on board an English steamer. 
It had believed itself this time very near the end, recog- 
nition was within its grasp, and aid from outside was about 
to arrive. Bitter deception ! Neither recognition nor ^d ; 
far from that, liberal and Christian opinion, the great en- 
emy of the South, awakens fi-om its torpor. 

How the respective positions have become modified 
within the year ! In the beginning, the South alone was 
armed, alone prepared, alone officered ; it was three 
months in advance ; the Federal army had been dispersed 
and sent to a distance with so much care, that at the mo- 
ment of the greatest anxiety, the commander-in-chief had 
difiiculty to assemble a few soldiers in the menaced capi- 
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tal ; the fleet had been so adroitly dismantled that, on 
the 4th of March, 1861, when the new administration 
took the power, there were no vessels to secure the ex- 
ecution of the laws and protect the national property; of 
seventy-two vessels-of-war which the nation then pos- 
sessed, the steamer Brooklyn of twenty-five guns, and 
the transport Jtellef of two guns, alone remained within 
reach of Mr. Lincoln ; on the whole extent of the South- 
em coasts, the Federal fortresses had been abandoned to 
such a point that the greater part were seized at the first 
moment by the insurgents, as well as at least a thousand 
pieces of artillery ; arms had been conveyed to the South- 
em arsenals, and this ' on a large scale ; more than one 
hundred and fifleen thousand muskets of the best pat- 
terns had been sent into the slave States, and two hun- 
dred and fifly thousand percussion muskets had been sold 
to them beside, at a price representing less than one- 
fourth their value ; the treasury, lately still so rich, had 
been outrageously pillaged; treason continued to sur- 
round the new government, not one of whose military 
measures was not communicated on the spot to the insur- 
rectional generals ; it succeeded Mr. Buchanan, who, in 
a solemn message, had just stammered out excuses, and 
rendered as doubtful as in him lay, the right of defend- 
ing Fort Sumter against the assailants. Such was the 
starting-point ; the Southern army, and I comprehend it, 
expected to encamp before long in Washington. How 
many weeks, days perhaps, would it need to bring to 
reason this handful of men, this novice of a president, this 
divided country, this population of farmers and mer- 
chants, strangers to the vocation of arms ? 

We have no longer to ask, as was then done, whether 
the regiments charged with protecting the capital could 
succeed in doing so, and could open a way through the 
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bostik HtroeU of Baltimore. To-day, in spite of several 
grave reverses. Bull Run, Springfield, and Lexington, 
ihu United States have everywhere resumed the ofiens. 
ive. Tliey liavo an army, they have a fleet ; they occupy 
the principal Border States ; they have not permitted the 
war to go beyond the enemy's country ; they have set 
foot on the teiTJlory of the insurgent States, while the 
South has not even succoeded in holding in Eastern Vir- 
^nia the ground conquered after the hatile of Bull Run, 
while it has lost two counties and a population of fifteen 
thousand souls ; it has fallen back also in Western Vir^ 
ginia, it has fallen back in Missouri, it has fallen back ia 
Kentucky ; it has seen invaded under its eyes and withoat 
daring oppose it, the very suburbs of Charleston and 
Savannah. Port Royal in South Carolina, Tybee Island 
in Georgia, Fort Pickens in Florida, Ship Island in Missis- 
sippi ; such are a few of the points occupied. Redoubt- 
able preface of the more serious attacks in the course of 
preparation ! The national flag, so rudely thrown down, 
DOW floats from one end to the other of the South. The 
South has not ceased to retrograde, the North has not 
ceased to advance. 

The punishment of Charleston was not long in com- 
ing. A year had hardly elapsed, when already the for- 
tress of Beaufort was retaken from the South Carolinians, 
already the principal outlets of the harbor of Charleston 
were closed by a barricade destined to last as long as the 
war. I do not speak of the sinister conflagiation which 
vessels in the ofiing contemplated with terror a few 
months ago. 

The impotence of the South, has just been demon- 
strated by the year that has passed away. The rebel- 
lion began in pride, it runs the risk of ending quite 
differently. Whilst it has not succeeded in occupying a 
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inDgle inch of free soil, the North has created a navy and 
patiently disciplined an army; it is doing many^hings 
declared impossible — it has remained united, it has es- 
caped disturbances from the mob, it has raised as many 
volunteers as it has wished, it has not sought the support 
which might have been lent it by slave insurrections. 

Europe has known little of the spirit of patriotism and 
sacrifice of which the North has just given proof. 

I remember the derision that found utterance among 
us, when Mr. Lincoln talked of raising four hundred 
thousand men. It was much worse when Congress in- 
creased the number to five hundred thousand. Half a 
million of men to be raised thus from one day to the 
next ! Armies of this sort to be improvised ! I do not 
know whether this is contrary to rule ; but it cannot be 
now contested that five hundred thousand, I am mia^ 
taken, six hundred thousand men, and more, have offered 
themselves with eagerness — that the transformation of 
these volunteers into soldiers has been effected in some 
measure in spite of prodigious difficulties ; history records 
few fitcts so extraordinary. There are some States, Penn- 
sylvania for instance, which have furnished a hundred 
thousand men, greatly exceeding the amount of the quota 
required of them. 

The impulse which followed the attack on Fort Sum?- 
ter was truly magnificent; stores were deserted, fkrmB 
remained untilled, manufactories interrupted their work 
— ^was it not necessary to hasten at the call of a menaced 
country ? In a single day. New England found herself 
in the field ; the West did not remain behind ; far fi*om 
the theatre of action, on the lakes, in the solitudes, men 
made ready for the combat. I add, that the battle of 
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Bnll Run, instead of arreating this itopulse, only gaye it 
more ardor. 

And the North has not only fiimished soldiers, it faas 
ako furnished sailors. The fishei-men of Maine and Ma-t- 
aachusetts have hastened by thousands to the support of 
the government The principal force of the Xorth, tho 
navy, has been thus re-created with marvellous rapidity. 

The Nortli — that country of the dollar I iiaa been no 
less prodigal of its money than its men. In a few weeks, 
the patriotic donations reached the sum of one hundred 
and fifty million francs. The mereliant prbces of New 
York distinguished themselveB by their liberality ; at the 
same time that they sent their clerks to the armies, aaj- 
iug to them, " We will take rare of your families." they 
scat to the State offerings of ten thousand, twenty thou- 
sand, fifty thousand dollars. And societies acted as largely 
as individuals; the Pacific Steamship Company made a 
donation of one of its best shipn, and offered all the rest at 
a price to he fixed by three naval officers, two of whom 
should be appointed by the government. Note, that the 
citizens who acted thus in New York, Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts, Illinois, Ohio, and elsewhere, had just lost 
a thousand millions by tlic repudiation of Soiitlicrn debts, 
and were about to lose double the sum by tlie effect of the 
commercial crisis. The individualism with which men 
affect to repro.Tch America, does not seem to prevent the 
national unity from manifesting itself there with energy. 

This enthusiasm could not come forth in the Border 
States — each of them, in proportion to the influence ex- 
ercised over it by the interesits of slavery, has shown itself 
disposed to practice between the North and the South a 
policy of isolation. This has been one of the gro.it dangers 
of the United Stiites, and one of the best chances of the 
rebellion. If the thought which for a moment took form 
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in Kentucky had attained its realization, if the neutrality of 
the Border States had been accepted, a sort of intermedi- 
ate confederation would have been thus formed, a verita- 
ble rampart destined to protect the South. The govern- 
ment at Washington would perhaps have been struck 
powerless on the day that it should have encountered be- 
fore it a so-called friendly coalition, which would have 
permitted entrance into its territory to neither army, which 
would have naturally set itself up as an arbiter, and armed 
mediator, threatening to pass over entire from the side 
of those who should not welcome its overtures. 

Mr. Lincoln did not tolerate for a moment this equivo- 
cal attitude, for which justice should be rendered him. 
At the risk of transforming into adversaries those who 
still presented themselves as friends, he declared clearly 
that neutrals would be enemies in his sight. And firmness 
has borne here its usual fruits ; to-day, the Border States, 
with Kentucky at their head, have declared themselves 
for the Union ; their regiments are combating the South, 
the national vanguard against the insurrection is formed 
by Missouri, Kentucky, Delaware, Maryland, a part of 
Virginia, North Carolina, and Tennessee. 

The territories also have remained faithful. As to the 
Indians, this miserable, too much extolled people, whose 
barbarous customs would not easily consent to dispense 
with slavery, have been tempted to range themselves on 
the side of the South, which may count perhaps on their 
seal ping-knives. Nevertheless, as on the other side, the 
Indians cling to the pensions which are paid them from 
the treasury, it is probable that they will pause in time 
and wheel about, especially in case of the success of the 
North. 

This success, it is said, depends on the army. Now« 
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the national army is inferior in all points to the iDsarre<y 
tional army ; a dense crowd wliich i» neither instructed 
nor organized, nor disciplined, nor couunanded, is not an 
artny, and will not go through a campaign I 

It remains to bo known wbetlier the Northern troO{»i 
still merit the jeers which men have so long persisted in 
lavishing upon them. Nothing is easier than to jeer, 
than to see the ridiculous aide which is often presented 
by great things. But in full justice. Is there reason to 
laugh 80 much at soldiers who, in equal nnmbers, have 
almost always beaten those of the South? 

It is true that they have often found themselves in- 
ferior in numbers. The unakilfuluess of the leaders Beems 
to have resolved the problem of always having the most 
troops at their disposal, and always bringing the least int<i 
the field. 

Herein was displayed for a time the military inferior- 
ity of the North, Taken individually, the soldiurs were 
■worth something ; the officers were worth nothing in the 
beginning, Tlie officers of the regular army belonged 
for the most part to the South, and had proffered it their 
Ber\'ices. There were in the South neither companies 
formed by contract, nor proprietor-colonels — poor colonels 
forced to ask pardon for their inexperience, and lacking 
authority over their troops. The social distinctions ex- 
isting in the South in themselves facilitated command ; 
rich planters enforce obedience nioro easily than mer- 
chants, lawyers, and members of Congress. 

These were the calamities of the beginning. To-day, 
all is indeed changed. Incajiable men have been fbro^vn 
aside, the rest have learned their trade. The soldiers, on 
their side, bear no resemblance to those of a year ago. 
There is no more insubordination, as then, no more of 
those acts of lack of discipline which, two or three times. 
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assumed alarming proportioDS. Obedience is perfect, the 
great army of the Potomac, removed from Washington, 
where it was becoming corrupted, and living in barracks, 
presents one of the most remarkable phenomena of our 
times. The three months' volunteers have disappeared, 
and volunteers in earnest have taken their place. Volun- 
teers I Is it not already something to see immense armies 
in which not a single man figures contrary to his own 
will? 

The armies are almost entirely American ; the Irish 
element, the German element, most valuable, moreover, 
form therein but a comparatively small part. The sale 
of spirituous liquors has been forbidden, and this with the 
approbation of the soldiers themselves. The most of them 
send to their fathers, mothers, wives, brothers, and sisters 
from half to two-thirds of their pay. The letters ad- 
dressed to relatives amount to an incredible number. We 
feel that the family ties preserve their full force. These 
armies resemble no others, and what finally characterizes 
them is that in every regiment, prayer meetings, presided 
over by the officers, indicate the forcible action of a mo- 
tive power, the strength of which we Europeans can 
scarcely comprehend.* 

These soldiers bear themselves valiantly on the field 
of battle. We are greatly mistaken if we suppose the 
Americans of the North unfit for the vocation of arms. 
Far from it, their temper is thoroughly warlike; they 

* It ifl necessarj here to render justice to the Germans ; not only have 
they furnished admirable regiments and oflBcers of the highest merit, but 
they have heroicaUy accepted, in the service of the good cause, the 
calamities which have burst upon their families in Missouri and else- 
where. Their houses sacked, their little farms burned by secession neigh- 
bors, bear testimony to the sacrifices which they have mada without 
hesitation. 
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linvc sotnetiiing of the ardor of the French and the aoliditj 
of the English. It is eaid that General McDowell has 
cavalry regiments which excite the adtniration of foreigu 
officers themselves. 

The men who now malco part of the army are strong, 
courageous, and intelligent ; they have attended the pub- 
lic achooSs; they have a full knowledge of the principles 
at stake in the present Rtruggle; they have enlisted 
throiigli the feeling of duty. This is true, above all, of the 
soldiers from New England. Nevertheless, the enlist- 
ments, except perhaps those from a few large cities, have 
in general procured choice men. 

F.ir from fearing that they will remain unfit for tbA 
vocation of arms, I fear much more that they will become 
soldiers in good earnest. I should pity America on the 
daj that she should cease to lueri'. our sarcasms, fiappy 
citizens of the New World, who do not slaughter each 
other IS gilliDtly as we, who do not know so well how 
to drill and chirge in double-quick time! I desire, for 
mj pait, that there may remain some corner of the glob© 
Ti here there shall be neither great armies, nor great fleets, 
nor great budgets, where, to enter upon a war shall appear 
a difficult enterprise, where this enterprise shall be under- 
taken slowly and unskilfully, where bulletins, deploring the 
death of two hundred men, shall affijrd a subject of laughter. 

As, moreover, the Americans do not fear danger, as 
their pioneers of the West run as many risks as our sol- 
diers, it is not in question for them to give proof of it. 
Let them not give too much now, I entreat them I May 
they ere long unlearn whiit they are forced to learn to- 
day! If they do not unlearn it, it will be all over with 
the United States which wo have known, and the day 
thiit the liberty of the blacks .shall be proclaimed, the 
liberty of the whites will sufler a cruel diminution. 
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Resolved as I am to maintain my position in the region 
of general considerations, without entering upon the re- 
cital of facts, I leave military events aside. I cannot 
refrain, however, from saying a few words of the passage 
at arms which served so long, and still serves, to demon- 
strate in Europe that the definitive victory of the North 
is impossible. 

Its first reverses astonished no one who gave them 
the least reflection. Inexperienced soldiers, commanded 
by no less inexperienced officers, acting in the enemy's 
country, marching at random through wooded solitudes 
where bodies could with difficulty keep up communication, 
attacking a studied and fortified position on which Beau- 
regard had fallen back in all haste, and where it had been 
his cpnstant desire to make himself attacked, the urging, 
contrary to the laws of war, and the advice of General 
Scott, the insane point exacted by the passions of certain 
journals, the men of the North could not but be foiled. 

Every thing contributed to their defeat — Patterson 
did not come up, while Johnson, on the contrary, brought 
decisive aid to Beauregard; a panic broke out after a 
prolonged combat. There is nothing in all this to surprise 
us. Entered upon in such conditions, the battle was lost 
in advance. Far from accusing, as some have dared to do, 
the coioardice of the soldiers of General McDowell, wo 
should on the contrary admire the tenacity with which 
these raw recruits struggled a whole day against batteries, 
against a ready prepared position, against superior num- 
bers of the enemy. The number of their dead and 
wounded, a considerable number (for an American battle, 
be it understood, and for the effective force engaged), 
proves that they fought, and fought well. The panic oc- 
curred when it was learned that Beauregard had received 
an inmiense reenforcement, and that the reenforcement 
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expected by McDowell had failed. Tben, as usual, ihn 
drivers of the baggage- wagons gave the alarm, and the 
fliglit took place.* Beauregard dared not follow in pur- 
suit ; which was perhaps the most salient and most Kg- 
nificant fact of the day. 

If Bull Run had no military consequences, it had po- 
tical ones. In tli6 first place, it taught the Xorth thitt 
the war was a thing la earnest, and that the journey to 
Richmond was not a matter of more sport. It next 
taught it, that the plans of a campaign should be made in 
the closet of the commander-in-chief, and not in the 
offices of influGiitial journals. Mr. Lincoln has learned 
what a fault he committed in yielding to the cry of pub- 
lic opinion, and forcing the action of General ScolL 
Lastly, the United State:* have also Icarm-d one thing — 
that they were proof against defeat, which, &r from Blag* 
gering them, raised their patriotism anew. 

Their attitude after Bull Run has never been suffi- 
ciently remarked. There was a firmness in it which was 
worth more than victory, and which must bring it sootier 
or later. Congress was in session at the time ; it neither 
humiliated itself nor gave way to a^tation ; it lent Hs 
ear to no dishonorable proportion ; thoughts of negotift- 
tion or compromise were put aside more resolntely than 
ever. 

It is much less in the hour of trinroph than of reverae^ 
that energetic peoples are recognized. The United StatM 
accepted their defeat openly, manfully, in the EngliA 
manner. Instead of losing their time in disguising or et 
pliuning, they occupied themselves at once with repui> 
ing it. They went back to the causes, recognised tlie 
error committed, felt the necessity o( forming an army, 

* Slice Bull Rod, tfae Northern armies have many times ^Tea piDol 
vf hen^ bnTsr^, and ths Soathem amiiea bare had their panki. 
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and set about the work without delay. Never had volun- 
teers poured in more eagerly and in greater numbers; 
MoClellan was charged with converting them into sol- 
diers, and it was admitted that this would need time. 
Thenceforth commenced that period of systematic immo- 
bility, which has been derided among us, for want of 
having wished to comprehend it. The great army was 
set apart, the staff offices were purged, habits of disci- 
pline were created, camp manners appeared, they waited 
on the Potomac until Beauregard should take the resolu- 
tion to make an attack in turn. 

He took care not to come in collision with a chosen 
and fortified position ; this would have been to furnish in 
his turn a Bull Run to the Northern soldiers. Beauregard 
therefore remained at home, in his position, constantly 
hoping that the North would be guilty a second time of 
the folly of seeking him there. 

But the lesson has been a good one. The original 
plan has reappeared. To act with patience, to wait, -to 
make ready, to leave the blockade to take effect ; then, 
by degrees, to tighten the meshes of the net, to launch 
the great Mississippi expedition, to reach Virginia through 
Tennessee and by water, to throw down, perhaps, by 
menacing them in the rear, the renowned lines of Manas- 
sas ; perhaps also to deal elsewhere than in Virginia, in 
the regions of the West, decisive blows which must crush 
the insurrection. 

We may speak of this plan, for its general features are 
a secret to no one, while it may be infinitely modified in 
application. Even now, the Mississippi gunboats are 
ready. The battle of Somerset, the impression which 
these events have made upon Beauregard, forced to watch 
over the defence of his left flank, the expedition of Gene- 
ral Bumside, arriving on the other flank of the great 
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Sontliern army, all annoaiice that Dotliing baa bcm lent 
by waiting. It was necessary to have an army ; this it 
now ready, and it is probable that we sbdl not be long in 
bearing great news. 

The intervention of the navy was necessary, moreoffw, 
to the cxcciilion of the plan of General Scott, Jaithfnlly 
maintained by his successor. Now, the North had no 
more navy than army. The point in question was, to im- 
provise a fleet; this has been done, and it is not the least 
merit of the Government at Washington, The fleet will 
btt eallcd on to play a much more imt>ortant part in the 
etrugglo than has seemed to be hitherto believed. Tbia 
is doubtless the side on which the superiority of the North 
will be manift-fited. 

If the materiel of the navy was lacking last year, tht 
personnel was likewise deteriorated by the withdrawal 
of a great nnmber of officers, natives of the South. Aa 
to the Biulors, it is a &ct worthy of Temark that they aO 
remained at their posL 

The South endeavored to make np for the weakneM 
of its naval resources by issning letters of marque, l^uuika 
to it, we have again seen privateers. This odious custom 
of private war, war as a speculation, justly abolished by 
the treaty of Paris, amid the applause of Europe, has beea 
a moment resuscitated by the defenders of slavery. Bad 
causes call to each other and strike handa 

It is useless to add that the privateers have succumbed 
one by one before the American cruisers. The two last, 
the Sumter and the Nashville, no longer daring to navigate 
the waters of the New World, have come to fill our shores 
with consternation by their facile and lamentable exploits. 
A cry b now aridng against this maritime brigandage; 
onr ports are asking with aoziety how mnch longer the 
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T^rivilege will be maintained for the benefit of the Soath 
of stopping ships, without bringing them before any tri- 
^yQnal, and boming them on the high seas. 

The question would have been long since resolved, had 
Eorope, less ingenions in creating belligerents, accepted 
Mr. Lincoln's assent to the stipulations of the treaty of 
Paris. I recall this &ct for the honor of principles ; for 
the privateers will have no appreciable influence over the 
lolation of the struggle in which the United States are 
engaged. 

Once more, I predict nothing, I am sure of nothing ; 
it maybe that the North will still have dbasters and great 
disasters to endure ; it may be that the plan of its gen- 
erals will fiul, or be considerably modified. The perils of 
. a Southern campaign are greater perhaps than is supposed 
St first sight ; the heat, the difficulty of communication, 
the imperfection of the commissariat, are all obstacles 
which will not be easily surmounted. On the other side, 
I am tempted to believe that the attacks by sea, and 
those of the Mississipi flotilla, offer serious chances of suc- 
cess. Therein will be displayed those still unknown re- 
sources of the modem mind which, above all in an inven- 
tive country like America, may produce important results. 
-But these things have nothing to do with this study, 
designed to evolve on all points the permanent and in 
some sort philosophic side of the struggle. Whatever 
may happen, I shall not have been less right in establish- 
ing that, in announcing to Europe the probable triumph 
of the South, there has been propagated among us a 
gross and very dangerous error. 

I have sought to prove nothing beside. I know more- 
over wherein lies the great difficulty — it is in their finan- 
ces. War at present is so costly (above all, war as they 
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make it) that exhnnstion quickly takes place. There ii 
therefore, outside all Europeau inli.TV< nrion, n powe; 
nhich will impose pence within a given time, unices tbi 
reduction of the South be promptly completed. 

Although I admit this, I must protest, notn'itfastand 
ing, against the inconceivable exaggerations which havt 
found means of going forth on this point. The Unite* 
Stsites are not at present a ruined country, feeling th« 
approach of bankruptcy and about to cease paying itt 
soldiers. The attitude of American funds has not beer 
bad since the beginning of the conflict. Considerable 
loans are made with fiicility ; the banks of New York, 
Piuladelphia, and Boston have takrai up the first issues, 
and a large part baa gone into the hands of private indi- 
viduals.* 

Official reports prove that from 1860 to 1361, tbe 
diminution of the importation of merchandise was sixty- 
six million dollars, while the diminution ofthe exportation 
amounted to a hundred and thirty-eight millions; but this 
diminution is explained by the absence of cotton ; there 
has been in this single article at least a difference reaching 
a hundred and fitly-aeven millions. The other exports, 
therefore, are far from having diminished. It is a remark- 
able fact that, with its sole productions, the North has 
been able to pay for all its imports, and thus be sufficient 
unto itself. In any ease, it has suffered httle hitherto; 
plenty reigns in its fields, and the ranks of ajTriculture are 
open to offer a refuge to the laborers whom manufactures 
leave without employ. 

The position is by no means very nnfavorahle. The 
activity of the American ports, sustained until the winter by 

" At lUo lime of Mr, Lincoln's inauguralion, the riiiled Sutps six 
per cciita stood at 02}; Ihoj ore now nt 92. The last aijriees from 
Londou pruvu tluit conSdencv is rcviring in England, 
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the enormous exportation of grain, has since given place, 
it cannot be denied, to a state of comparative stagnation. 
The clearances, and, above all, the arrivals of vessels have 
greatly diminished, inmiigration has fallen off; neverthe- 
less, this fidling off has been less than had been supposed 
in advance, and the sales of pablic lands have not sensibly 
decreased. In 1860, forty thousand new fiurms, averaging 
forty acres, were set off: for the year of a crisis, this was 
not bad. With the exception of the cotton mills, which 
are closed, or have reduced their hours of labor, the 
greater part of the manufactories are in activity; the 
shops are full, and business does not stand still ; the bus- 
tle of the railroads has not abated ; the funds of the Sav* 
ings Banks are intact ; lastly, as I have said, the agricul- 
tural prosperity remains complete, and we cannot dis- 
cover in the North any sign of that discontent, discomfort, 
and disorder, which announces that a country will succumb 
ere long in its task. 

The only alarming symptom which appears is the bill 
which, it is ssdd, is about to authorize the issue of treasury 
bonds, which will not be redeemable in specie until after 
the war. Leaviug aside the exaggerations which have 
gone forth on the subject, persuaded that Congress will 
take care to prescribe the payment of the interest of the 
debt in cold, and that it will regard it as a duty at once 
to establish new taxes designed to provide for this in- 
terest, I shall not go so &t as to say that a plank for 
assignats has been just manufactured at Washington. 
Notwithstanding, while recognizmg the &cilities which 
the forced circulation of treasury bonds will give to com- 
mercial relations, while recognizing that the suspension 
of payments announced by individual banks may call for 
the introduction of a uniform national currency, I must 

18 
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point out how baleful in itself is tlie prin/:ipU of tl 
forced circulation of notes. 

This principle is baleful, because it is too CDuveDiei 
of application. In the presence of great public needs, tl 
temptation of multiplying the creation of treasnry bone 
becomes difficult to surmounti With the Euspennon c 
specie payments, we quickly succeed in forming all son 
of illusions ; we always begin by resolving to limit tl 
quantity ; we imagine that we will make energetic cflbrf 
by-aod-by to effect their redemption; then, recoiling b« 
fore the increased prodigiousneaa of the enterprise, w 
end by stammering the too common words : " Kecessit 
has no law." On that day we renounce the fulfilmeo 
of our engagement s, we become guilty of robbery. 

God ibrbid the supposition that America will come t 
this! But, in order that sJie may not come to it, she mus 
pause at the first stop in tlio dangerous road which she ha 
just entered. Now that she iano longer subject to the yok 
of the South and its theories of repudiation, she is bouni 
to show the respect which ehe has for herself, and th 
determination which she has taken, under no pretext, ti 
violate the laws of justice. By imposing on herself ne\ 
taxes, and thus securing, by an honest and conri^eou 
effort, the pnynaent of her war loans, she will win unlvei 
sal esteem. Let her leave to Jefferson Davis, accnstoraei 
of old to tliese proceedings, the monopoly of irredeema 
ble paper currency. 

It is a financial axiom that the representative vala 
of money represents in reality just as much as it will brinj 
in exchange. I am well aware tliat between the pape 
currency of the North and that of the South, there i 
always thiw difference, that the final redemption of thi 
latter is as improbablfe as its success ;* but this is noi 

* The Southern boni^a have already fallen to less (hsn half theh 
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enongh. A great country like America cannot be allow- 
ed to descend, even for a moment, to the rank of those 
debtors who live by expedients, and pay their creditors 
with mere promises. The first duty, the strict duty, 
always consists in securing by taxation the effective pay- 
ment of expenses and the interest of the debt. Now, 
wherever this effective payment is secured by taxation, 
paper currency not redeemable by specie cannot long 
seem indispensable. 

And let it not be said : '^ France and England have 
done the same ! " If one wished to imitate all our follies, 
he would go a great way. We, Frenchmen, after our 
aaaignata have had our Hera consolidSy I recall it with a 
blush of shame. England has not gone so far as bank- 
ruptcy ; her specie payments, suspended for twenty years, 
from 1797 to 1817, have been resumed without imposing 
the slightest loss on her creditors. But who would dare 
count on a like success ? 

Nothing is so tempting and dangerous as a violation 
of principles which has involved no visible catastrophe in 
its train ; it is a bad example which continues to act for 
centuries. Since the forced circulation of one pound 
notes aided to overthrow Napoleon, irredeemable paper 
currency has been dreamed of everywhere. Let America 
beware ! Although the measure may succeed, although 
it may be far from resembling an immediate bankruptcy, 
or bringing about a future bankruptcy, although very 
brief crises like thb may seem peculiarly appropriate to an 
experiment of the kind, nevertheless, the 'peril is real. 
It would be a great misfortune to be able to incur heavy 
expenses, without having to suffer for them on the spot. 

nomiiml value, even in exchange for the greatly depreciated paper cur- 
rency of the insuigent goyemment 
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Thifl correspondence between th6 direct weight of tlie 
taxes and the expenses of the war constitutes the sole 
guarantee against certain extravagances. Now I am 
forced to say that the present expenditure of the war of 
the United States, this expenditure of two million dollan 
a day, ahnost resembles an extravagance. I do not pre- 
tend that the United States, should they soon reach the 
end of their crisis, must find themselves crushed beneath 
a debt disproportioned to their resources. No more do 
I pretend that there may not be some good reasons for 
establishing the pay of American volunteers on the ex- 
pensive footing which we cannot succeed in comprehend- 
ing in Europe, so fiir distant is it from our habits. Not- 
withstanding, it must be granted that too little regard has 
been had for the financial equilibrium. 

I recognize but one superiority in the South, but that 
is a real one — a portion of its troops serve without pay. 
It does honor to the soldiers who fight in this manner, 
without exacting any thing but their support. It con- 
stitutes, besides, an enormous saving. 

The North, being much richer, has acted rightly in 
paying its volunteers, and even in taking account, in fix- 
ing their pay, of the national habits and the needs of 
families, to whom the pay in general is sent. Neverthe- 
less, there are bounds which, it seems to me, should not 
be overstepped. I will not mention the twenty-five mil- 
lions devoted, it is said, to the support of an army of 
musicians ; tliis sura will be doubtless reduced. But to 
give thirteen dollars a month to soldiers maintained 
luxuriously, and to whom premiums and lands are prom- 
ised besides when the war is over, is really too much 
All of our European states would become bankrupt, if 
they were forced to pay their armies at this rate. Note, 
moreover, that Switzerland, which also has none but citi- 
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f^tifl^ heads of fiunilies, snatched from their oocnpations, 
'^ the ranks of her militia, pays them barely a few pence 
^ ^7, which has always been enough for thenu 

This would not be enough in America ; granted. The 
Ptt>]onged service of soldiers cannot be compared to the 
Momentary service of militia ; that is true. I will even 
Qdmit readily that the excessively small pay of soldiers 
lias the deplorable result of rendering possible the crea- 
tion of large armies. In this respect, the American sys- 
tem has its uses ; so long as it is maintained, it will throw 
an obstacle in the way of standing armies and long wars. 
In the present struggle, this war, which appears to us 
extravagant, is perhaps destined to fulfil a providential 
mission. Who knows whether it will not be the means 
of abridging the struggle ? It is impossible to continue 
long at the rate of ten million francs a day. It is impos- 
sible, on one condition, notwithstanding, and this brings 
me back to the principal subject of my remarks, on con- 
dition that the ten millions per day be really levied on 
the American people, or at least that the interest of the 
loans contracted for it be furnished by taxes. The sus- 
pension of specie payments oflen ends in suppressing 
or weakening this condition, it permits one to spend 
largely and pay little; it is for this, for this above all, 
that I denounce it to the patriotism of the Americans. 

There is still another argument employed by those 
who wish to prove to us that the North cannot win. They 
oppose to the superiority of the eminent men placed at 
the head of the rebellion, the pretended mediocrity of 
Mr. Lincoln and his ministers. Mr. Davis and the mem- 
bers of the Richmond cabinet, after having passed their 
lives in counseling or dictating the follies of which Europe 
has unceasingly complained, have suddenly become per- 
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Bonages of tbe highest diBtiuction. As to the leaders of 
the American Government, there are not di;idmuful ex- 
pressions enough to paint their insiiffiuienoy. 

Pardon me for beiug of an entirely diSerent opinion, 
I etiall wait for better proftfe of the incapaeity of jUr. 
Lincoln, before permitting myself to treat with slight re- 
spect the man who personifies in himself so great a 
cause. 

Opposition and criticism are natural to the heart of 
mnn, democracies in particular are not s{>ariDg of them; 
let Americans, notwithstanding, take care — if they cease 
to respect their government, they will fumi^ weapons 
B-ith their own hands to their enemies. 

I do not see, besides, llnit Mr. Lincoln has hitherto 
fallen sliort in his task, assuredly one of the hardest that 
could be encountered here below. He is not skilful in 
drawing up messages, I admit ; be is somewhat devoid of 
that personal ascendancy, that author itath-enesg which 
iacilitatcs the action of the government j he has made a 
few mistakes ; he might have more vividly depicted the 
principle of which ho wiis the representative, and, without 
renouncing a legitimate prudence, have adopted an atti- 
tude better suited to rally the sympathies of Europe. But 
how many good qualilioa by the side of these trifling 
faults! If he has been lacking in brilliancy, what a 
compensation has he found in his good sense and 
integrity ! 

It is already something, yes, a great deal, to have a 
president who ts an honest man; an honest man is a 
power as times go. 

It is something also to have a president who knows 
what he wants, who hai known it from the beginning, and 
who has had the merit of maiiiluiiiinp, through incidents, 
the unity of his jMlicy, AViiat he begun at the first 
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moment, he has not since ceased to pursue — ^he has not 
ceased to purpose the suppression of the rebellion, he has 
protested against the title of belligerent, he has refused to 
welcome any idea of amicable separation. With a sang- 
froid which has never been <y>ntradicted, he has defended 
his programme, his ministers* and his generals. His 
firmness, which is not devoid of acuteness, has triumphed 
over the difficulties, as enormous as unexpected, which 
have come to him from Europe ; and has none the less 
triumphed over difficulties from within. Through him, 
unanimity has been maintained, the ordeal of defeats has 
been surmounted, good order has been preserved, revolu- 
tionary measures have been turned aside from the strug- 
gle. The surety of his judgment will strike attentive 
minds in the end. The man who has succeeded during 
the past year in conjuring down, without ever abasing 
himself, the dangers of a foreign war, the man who, put- 
ting aside with a conciliatory hand the exactions of ex- 
treme parties, and postponing irritating questions, has 
nevertheless insured the onward march of abolition — ^this 
man is not as commonplace as some would have us 
believe. 

If I speak before all of Mr. Lincoln, it is not that I 

* A fact yery honorable to Mr. Seward^'dating back to last Decem- 
ber, should be recorded here. A club haying been formed in Philadelphia, 
with the design of paving the way for his election to the next Presidency, 
Mr. Seward wrote to them that he had taken the immovable resolution to 
decline to become a candidate. ** I have entered into the government,** 
said he, ** to aid in saving the Constitution and the Union, or to perish 
with them. It has seemed to me, therefore, that I ought to renounce all 
chance of personal advantage, in order that the counsels which I may 
give the president during this crisis, may not only be disinterested, 
loyal, and patriotic, but may also seem so." — A great deal is said of the 
political corruption of American statesmen ; I wish that the statesmen 
of Europe might never be more corrupt than Mr. Seward. 
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forget those by whom ho has been ecconded, partionlarl; 
Mr. Seward, Their administration has obt^ed the r* 
snlt that, even at the moment when the military sapori- 
ority went over to the South, the political Buperiority re- 
mained with the North. The D-enl afiiur will not bo 
useless to its renown in Europe. The diplomatic cor- 
respondence of Mr. Seward announces something else 
than incapacity. The government which, before having 
any suspicion of the English menaces, wrote the despatch 
of Xovember 30, and snppressed even the mention of the 
Trent affair in the President's Message, conld prove hiter, 
with a just geuttment of pride, that, in yielding to the r^ 
clamations of England, it secured the triumph of AmerW 
can principles. 

This sometimes painful collision with Europe, tbeae 
external difficulties of the crisis have evidently fonned 
the statesmen at Washington. Their progress ia vimbl& 
Tbero iB a rare comprehen^on of his podtion in the oonr- 
teous liberality of which Mr. Seward baa ^veo proof for 
some time past. He no longer ^ves offeooe, he replies to 
remarks by loyal explanations, he unhesitatingly pvat » 
&Torable BolntJon to all secondary questions, he speaks of 
England in affectionate terms, he spontaneously opens to 
the English troops a passage through the State of Maine. 

This is what I call good policy. Let the Amerioan 
cabinet join to it a more energetic watchfulness over tlte 
finances, and we shall no longer have for it anything but 
praise. Independently of excesdve expenses and the 
dangerous principle of the forced circulation of p^per, 
there is shameful waste which calls for unsparing suppres. 
uon, 'Whoever is capaUe of despoiling the conntry in 
circumstances like these, ought to expect no indulgenoei 
Disorder at this time is treason. Such as has been jnat 
pointed out by honorable members of Congress, Mam. 
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HidI, Davies, and others, would arouse a sentiment of 
indignation in any country. To put an end to prodigality 
hu>daj the first duty of Mr. Lincoln and bis ministers. 

The bearing of the nation has been no less remarkable 
thm that of the government. Great cities, full of unem- 
ployed workmen, have had neither coalitions nor riots. 
Kob violence has figured as yet only in the prophecies of 
the friends of the South. The TVent affiur has brought 
out the energetic qualities of the American people ; in 
cpite of a few inevitable numifestations, the vast majority 
did not cease to preserve its calmness and follow Mr. 
linooln without hesitation. \yho did not at that time 
admire old General Scott, who did not hesitate, despite 
his infirmities, to brave a new voyage in order to place 
his fiuthful sword at the service of his country ? I ac 
knowledge that Captain Wilkes himself appeared to me 
worthy of sympathy, when, recounting the conscientious 
perplexities through which he had passed, placing the 
interests of his country and justice before his own, be 
thus concludes bis report : '' Having acted upon my own 
responsibility, I am ready to endure the consequences." 

The same patriotism has not ceased to animate both 
houses of Congress. I have followed their debates with 
some attention ; and not only have I been struck with 
the talent for discussion which is displayed there, but I 
have admired the almost universal sentiment which has 
led all these men to divest themselves of the traditions 
of party spirit, and rally around the flag of the Union, 
which is also that of liberty. 

It would be necessary now to place opposite this faith- 
ful portrait of the United States, a no less faithful repre. 
sentation of the position of the slave States. I shall not 

13* 




t H; I a^nnt tita dooniMBti pdi^WA 1^ M 
UlDoa joonubL Thov wa, nulwiUialandiiig, mow poiiNB 
that I cm Torifjr, fbr mj laAnDatioQ vffl ba Iw wawa t 
fiom tlifl Sontbera jotmab thanaelrea, 

Wfaoerer has raad tfaa raooDt artklM (rf* dta iSfalnMl 7 
Stquinr, BicAmtmd JAreary^ and Mampkt*. Agftti 
fcaowB (Ht what to idj eo n ee min g tha pratondad JHMMii>.^ 
itf of tha South. 11ie&e«itent there goeaon faertllf ^ 
i^C aod vitbont yet admitting that riota have oaawHU.^ 
attheety: •* Hurrah for tbaUmon I •* it mnet he^ Wirfil: ] 
in troth, that intcnial writfaii^ ban waaamot^ '^t^- ' 
distioottoaub^[iiiiuBg to be made between" tha cMMtf'- ' 
and iMUtiea. D i ae onr aj^ dcaeriptieiia are ghrwa «f Ji^- 
demOTafiaatum iriudi ia petn^ug ik» gnat amqr ef 'VH^'; 
ginia; the recent altandoninent of Europe is Terifled^ 
lastly, it is ctclaimed : " For a long time, we have beard 
it said that England would fight for us. ... . We 
Bee the chances of peace receding tbrongh the mirsoaloos 
increase of the Northern army and navy. Oar armiea 
and families are destitute of every thing. On regarding 
the future, we ask ourselves why every thing wears ao 
dark an aspect" 

What shall we add to this language of the Argtuf 
Is it necessary to tell what are the paper moneys of the 
South, the loans of the South, the finances of the South? 
As to the state of agricnltnre and commerce in the South, 
I shall not proceed to prove, after so many others, tliat 
negroes have no longer but a nominal price, that the cot- 
ton crop is disappearing, that credit and labor are equally 
lacking; I shall content myself with quoting this signifi- 
cant sentence from the Neva Orleans Puxiyune, which 
certainly cannot be suspected of Unionism : *' A mower 
might find wherewith toeamhislivohhood from thegraw 
that 18 growing in some of our streets." 
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I might have rendered infinitely more complete this 
study of the respective forces at the disposal of the North 
and South. The prosperity of the first reposes on bases 
which the war has not succeeded m shaking for a smgle 
instant. Whoever has taken the trouble to examine that 
mighty system of railroads and canals which goes inland 
more than two thousand miles to seek the inexhaustible 
harvests of the West, whoever knows the new works, pur- 
sued in spite of the crisis, which are to brmg the Mississipi 
and its tributaries as it were to the harbor of New York, 
must have formed an idea of the resources of the North. 
The North has sufiiced for itself during the war ; it has 
not bent beneath the burden. Its commercial activity, 
for an instant slackened, seems ready to revive before 
long. Its irredeemable paper currency is only subjected 
to a discount of one, two, or at most four per cent, in ex- 
change for silver; while we, in 1848, saw our irredeema- 
ble paper subjected to a discount of eight per cent. 

Things are different in the South. At the first rumor 
of the defeats of the insurrection, it was proposed to bum 
the cotton and tobacco ! Now, who does not remember 
that, on issuing its bonds, the Southern treasury gave this 
same cotton and tobacco as the guarantee of their value. 
It is, therefore, the very guarantee of these unlucky bonds 
that there is question now of destroying. 

This, doubtless, will not be done; but the simple com« 
parison which I have just indicated, permits us to lay our- 
finger on the financial dbtress of the Richmond govern- 
ment. These, in reality are '^ paper rags,'* and nothing 
else. 

Let us remark besides, that the time for planting has 
come. What shall be planted in the South? It is a 
formidable, distressing question which is passionately dis- 
cussed from one end to the other of the slave States. If 
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th«mr fs to last, it will bo ncceBsaiy to sow wheat, to 
f^n vp oottoD, and to accept a sy atem of culture which 
w31 ihake siavcry to its foundation, since it will secure to 
the negroes long months of idleness. If, on the tODtmry, 
OOttOO be sown, then thia will be to say, in passably clear 
UmU) that there U no longer thought of continuing the 

. MMBf other signs beade have Ehowo already that the 
aortiawmce of the war will not be easy. The demor^- 
D of the Southern armies baa taken the most alarming 
; the habits of drunkenness there have acquired 
noh prqiortions, that both the government and the pres 
an fimed now to undertake a campaign against whiskey. 
It IB affirmed that Virginia is covered with distilleries 
bj Hm mere fact of the presence of Beauregard's troops ■ 
upon its soil ; the same scourge t)as appeared in the train 
of Soathem reg^enta in Kentocky and Tenneesee. 

Such is the position. The reader hinuelf will reeolTe 
the question which of the two adyersaries is better pr»- 
pared for decisive struggles, which is more in a condition 
to wait. 

And I do not need to aoticipatate erenta, to Bttf^ioaB 
the rapid increase of the Tiotories of the North, the rapid 
development of discontent and disorganization in the 
South. No, taking things as they are at the momoit 
when these pi^es are traced, it is from this time oertaia 
that Jefferson Davis, despite his rare assurance, will have 
difficulty in long maintuning the fabulous assertioufl of 
his last Message. Of the two documents published at tha 
same lime by Mr. Lincoln and Davis, at the moment of 
the breaking out of the Tretit aSur, Europe will folly 
comprehend which expressed the truth. 

If I bad to seek a new proof in support of a demon* 
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itntum which I believe complete, I would show the per- 
wrering patience with which the North puts aside the 
ine of a violent means which it has at its disposal. It is 
DO mall honor for it to have rejected the aid of slave 
JDnrrectiona 

That these insurrections are possible, alas I cannot be 
doubted, and I can scarcely conceive how the South, 
rtidi ought to remember what has passed within its 
borders, can carry folly and injustice so &r as to provoke 
the North to this point. But the North, I hope, will 
umtain its noble attitude, despite provocations. We 
are no longer in 1812; Greneral Jackson could then call 
to inns the colored men of New Orleans without pro- 
pounding a formidable problem; to-day, it would be 
quite different, and if ever the negroes be armed, it must 
beidmitted that nothing can limit the consequences of 
tkbaet. 

Better a slow than a polluted victory I Slowness, I 
how, is the great reproach which is cast upon the Unit- 
ed States. We live in an age of steam ; and when a crisis, 
Wever colossal it may be, is not terminated in a few 
months, our patience becomes exhausted. It is something, 
notwithstanding, to raise to six hundred and sixty thou- 
nd men an army that numbered sixteen thousand in 
the beginning, and to raise to two thousand six hundred 
guns a fleet that at first numbered five hundred and filly. 
It was necessary to create armament, service, and adminis- 
tration ; it was necessary to form staff ofiicers and to intro- 
duce discipline. To dissipate the chaos which was found 
after BnU Run, to make a great army in a country where 
one had never been seen, and of which trained ofiicers 
themselves knew nothing except by books — this is a work 
for wluch a few months might be well accorded to Gen- 
eral McClellan. As to the naval improvisation, it has 



been prodigious in all pointH ; of these veasela, of th« 
gnnboata, not a keel had been luid on the Htocks at t 
advent of Mr. Lincoln ; now, the most difficult blodca 
that hits ever existed is maintained with an effiden 
which Kuropc has ceased to dispute, and a formidal 
flotilla is preparing to descend the Missisaipi, 

The slowness of the North has been its greatest pi 
gress ; it is a lasting triumph won over the impatien 
which has ouce already foruod the action of the presidei 
and procured to the country the defeat of Boll Hun. ' 
endure epigrams is no easy task. I have read poind 
articles, each paragraph ending with, "Sj>end two m 
lion doUara a day, and do nothing." More oouni| 
has been needed to do nothing, than would have bei 
needed lo commit a new lolly. Happily, Genei 
McClelian, to whiim all in America do not render sul 
cicnt justice, and whom an ultra party implacably pi. 
Bues, has been founrl cap^ible of that patriotic tcmporij 
tion which the Americans have styled, with irony, perbaj 
a masterly inactioity. 

Be sure of it, Beauregard would have rather the b( 
vice of an attack had been rendered him ; in his ov 
^ mind, he has appreciated at their true value the cak'iil 
ted delays of his advereary. Now the North, which h 
chosen its time, will also choose its place and manner ; 
the decisive action, of which I know nothing, take plai 
in Virgini.'i, it is probable at least that it will take pla< 
in new conditions. Morally, pohtically, militarily, tl 
North has henceforth a decided superiority; the tin 
of surprises is past, and the chances of the insurgen 
hai-e become almost as bad as their cause. 

This in the conclusion to which we are brought by tt 
impartial study of the elements which compose the Nort 
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and. South. A more decisive conclusioD would perhaps 
have greater success ; but I am resolved to remain what 
I have sought to be from the beginning — very firm in my 
principles, very circumspect in my previsions. 

It is not improbable that the fate of the war will be 
fixed before long, and that, notwithstanding, the war itself 
will be prolonged. The sultry season is approaching, and 
the campaign in the South will be less easy. This vast 
country, thinly peopled, intersected by morasses, is but 
too well suited to a guerilla warfare. 

On the other hand, Europe is still ruled, and much 
more than is imagined, by the prejudices which I have 
just combated. If the awaking of liberal and Christian 
public opinion among Englishmen, an awaking which 
preceded, let it be said to their honor, the news of the 
Northern successes, oppose a powerful obstacle to the 
return of the egotistical policy, this policy is not there- 
fore wholly dead. Doubtless, at the present moment, 
there is no longer question of developing the consequen- 
ces which the term belligerent comprised within itself* 
or of protesting agunst the stone blockade of Southern 
ports ;f nevertheless, men have not in the least renounced 
the desire, the hope of a final separation. The creation 
of two Americas remains the ideal of many, and who 

* Matters have been carried so far as to sound the Government at 
Richmond to know whether it would be disposed to assent to the Treaty 
of Paris. The despatches of its Commissioners have been printed for 
Parliament, precisely like those of the American minister, Mr. Adams. 

f There is a sandbank near Savannah, for the removal of which Con- 
gress voted at Washington, in 1863, a sum of forty thousand dollars, on 
the report of a committe of engineers. Whence came this sandbank ? 
From ships sunk during the Revolutionary War, by order of the com* 
mander of the English troops, to block up the entrance to the river. If 
the sinking of ships constitute an enormity without parallel, it must be 
confessed that it is not without precedent 
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knows whether, nndor certain ^ven circumstances, ihej I 

might not be tempted to give it a little aid? 

Let U8 not hasten, therefore, beyond measure to pro- i, 
claina the triumph of the Union, According to all appear- I 
ancea, we have still before us grave difBculties to snr- 
mount on both shores of the Atlantic. 

We will surmount them, with the help of God. It \ 
seems to me that, after having gone through the precc^ , 
ing, the reader must arrive with rae at a two-fold convio- 
tion — first, that the work is far from being finished ; seo- 
ondly, that the most difficult part is accomplished, and 
that what America has just done is a gnarantee of what J 
she will do. 



PART FOURTH. 

THE INTEBESTS OF EUROPE IN 

AMERICA. 



CHAPTER L 

4 

XUBOPB IN AMEBICA. 

Abbitxd at this point of onr study, a question presents 
itself to us, or rather forces itself upon our notice ; that 
of the general interests of Europe in America. It is not 
my intention to dwell upon it long, but I do not wish to 
shan it. It seems to me easy to tell without many words 
what is our natural policy in the New World ; little is 
needed for it, except to draw the logical deductions of 
the principles which we have just established. 

The whole problem of our policy in America is bound 
up in the problem of our policy in regard to the United 
States. Every thing is connected to such a degree with 
the United States, that their power barely shaken, there 
is not a single American country, we may say, that does 
not appear to be open to European intervention. 
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I know 86me who ooooliide &cm tUfli tbs^ Hio vodk 
enmgc^the United Stales bdenrable. ^Seeliowtioiiliti^ 
some this immeiiee repaUio b becommg^'' tlM(f m^^ 
^wliich has not oeaaed to increase for the last 
years, whose aanezations have been perpetual, 
would not have been long in swallowing np MenoOi wUd^ 
attracts to itself a corrent of continual immigratioii. Bit 
ginning with three or four million inhabitants^ it hl$t 
already reached more than thirty nuIHon, and this po|f% 
lation, which doubles regolarly every twenty yearSi iBS|g 
attain proportions thr^tenmg to our repose. It .dosfl 
the New World to ns; it will not be long in nuaijip i| 
the affiurs of the Old. Is it not time to check this pnh 
digions aggrandizement? What we onght to wish i% 
that, instead of the United States, there may be two nwA 
confederacies to watch over each other, and produce a 
balance of power." 

Suppose that this end be attained without going fur- 
ther, that the separation of the South brings no other in its 
train, that this be not the beginning of veritable dissola* 
tion ; suppose, also, that the South become an independent 
State, and not the dependent, the protege of such or such 
a power, the gate by which Europe will enter without 
ceasing into the internal broils of America ; yes, suppos- 
ing this, let us ask ourselves whether, even in this hy- 
pothesis, most difficult to realize, the lasting interests of 
Europe will have been served or injured by the cause 
which it is recommended us to pursue. 

One thing at least must be admitted — ^as far as France 
in particular is concerned, the weakening of the United 
States is by no means in conformity with her traditions. 
France aided in the foundation of the United States. By 
the cession of Louisiana, which at that time comprised a 
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oonsiderable part of the valley of the Mississippi, and 

from which several States have been carved oat, France 

eontribated to the greatness of the United States. And 

she did not do theise things at random ; she desired them 

bj virtue of serioos motives which, hitherto, have not 

seemed contestable. 

The United States know this so well, that they count 
so far on France as sometimes, I fear, to delude them- 
selves in this respect. I, myself, have had the pleasure 
of seeing my book become an occasion for Americans to 
render homage to the persevering sympathies of my 
country. 

Why have these sympathies disappeared? Is this 
country no longer the same where French swords have 
always been drawn for a cause of liberty? Have not 
Rochambeau, Matthieu Dumas, and La Fayette, fought 
there with glory ? Has this country ever figured in any 
of the coalitions directed against us? Has not its neutral 
flag, the only one which England was interested in re- 
specting, rendered us signal service? Doubtless, the 
North, though separated from the South, will know how 
to maintain the honor of its flag ; nevertheless, will there 
not be an epoch of transition, during which the guaran- 
tees of our commerce in the East will be found dimin- 
ished? 

As to the inconveniencies presented by the ulterior 
aggrandizement of the United States, they cannot succeed 
in alarming me. The policy of conquest has fallen with 
the preponderance of the South. Then, would it be such 
a great calamity, if, some day, when the United States 
shall have solved among themselves the problem of aboli- 
tion, anarchical countries like Mexico should fall of their 
own accord into their strong hands? Would not this 
solution of the Meidcan question be as good as any other ? 
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Would it not comprise the progress of liberty, the Gk>spd, 
and civilization? Is it quite sure that goyemments 
founded hj distant intervention would have as madi 
solidity and hope for the future ? 

France, I think, would not have to grieve at such aa 
event. Why should she grieve more at another event 
often announced with a feeling of dismay which I am 
incapable of comprehending ? ^^ The United States,** it is 
exclaimed, *^ will some day pretend to meddle in the affidm 
of the Old World, and to figure in the concert of great 
powers !" Well, if this should be, what reason would we 
have to put on mourning? There is no such thing as 
distance to-day ; and since Europe meddles with America^ 
America may meddle with Europe. The solidarity of 
interests is real ; is there a principle in opposition to that 
manifested by facts ? Is it quite sure that the concert of 
great powers was completed in ten or twenty years, 
beyond the possibility of introducing the United States 
therein ? Ought policy to live by fictions, or to seek 
realities ? 

If the greatness of the United States is not of a kind 
to trouble France, it can no more disquiet England. 

I am well aware that I here encounter prejudices and 
traditions which contradict my theory. It seems, at first 
sight, that since the American navy may be useful to us, 
it may, by logical deduction, be injurious to the English. 

I do not deny it ; I even confess that, in the event of 
separation, the protectorate of the South will probably 
belong to Great Britain ; according to all appearances, 
an agricultural republic will be formed there, wretched 
doubtless, and unceasingly menaced ; but the products of 
which, whatever they may be, will be at the disposal of 
the English. 
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Tbere was a time when considerations of this kind 

voald have been contradicted by no one. At present, in 

Sogland itself the most enlightened men take a higher 

fltand-point. Far from desiring new colonies and new 

jirotectoratesy they urge the abandonment or progressive 

emancipation of the old ones. As to the marine, they 

bxve learned to comprehend that the conditions of naval 

rivalry are not at all what they were at the beginning of 

the present centnry. Henceforth, there will be several 

great navies; France, the United States, Rassia, Italy, 

others perhaps, will have a part to play in those conflicts 

of which the sea may become the theatre. From this 

time, oertun pretensions of absolate supremacy fiill to the 

rank of old and saperannoated theories ; as it is natural 

that England should cling to maintaining a superiority 

which is her security, and propose to have twice as many 

vessels as any other nation, so is it impossible that she 

should dream of the absolute empire of the seas. A number 

of great navies always brings coalitions and alliances ; it is 

no longer a question for the English to remain alone and 

annihilate all that does not belong to them ; the question 

is to have friends. 

Now, viewed from this stand-point, the greatness 
of the United States is far to-day from dismaying intelli- 
gent Englishmen. Lord Stanley, Mr. Gladstone, and 
many others with them, have not ceased for some time to 
declare that England is interested as much and more than 
any one m the prosperity of the United States ; far from 
fearing it, she should consider it favorable to her own. 
Permit me to quote the expression of Mr. Gladstone : 
*^ I have no hesitation in saying, not only that England 
has nothing to dread from the elevation of the United 
States; but also that, if we have any selfish interest in 
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the matter, it is that of seeing the American Union con- 
tinue to subsist without disturbance." 

This is the very truth ; if the United States, in & cei^- 
tain measure, rcpreBent to France maritime equilibriam, 
tliey represent to England the equilibrium of the races. 
She cannot strike New York without striking Liverpool 
Any weakening of the United States would be the weak- 
ening of the Anglo-Saxons, and the principle which they 
represent hero below, Mr. Seward lately wrote a sentence 
of great meaning : " What is to the advantage of Amer; 
ica is always to the advantage of England." 

But it is necessary here that our point of view ba 
enlarged. Let us le.ive France and Enijtaud, and consid- 
er the interests of the human race. Shall we drag oar- 
selves to the end in the miry and narrow paths of national 
selfishness, artificial equilibriums and antagonisms, or 
enter, instead, the roy.al road of harmony? 

Among the discoveries of modern policy, none strikes 
us so much as this — the prosperity of all is of importance 
to all ; it is not true that one profits by the misfortunes of 
his neighbors ; no people is interested in the abasement of 
another people ; there is on earth a solidarity of suffering 
and a solidarity of progress. 

The new equilibrium no longer results from the op- 
position of contrary forces which neutralize each other 
by tlieir antagonistic efforts, but from the harmony of 
friendly forces, which serve each other mutually. Now, 
among the forces which should thus contribute to the 
common advantage, there arc few whose preservation is 
more essential than that of the free and individual genius 
of the Anglo-Saxons. 

The Uiiitcd States have fulfilled, from the close of the 
last century, a providential mission, the importance of 
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wUch it would be difficult to exaggerate, and which will 
some day form a chapter hj itself in the history of the 
migration of peoples. At the north of that America 
which is covered in great part by nations without consist- 
ency or true liberty, God has placed a strong and liberal 
people. Over the vast territory which it occupies, the 
waves of immigration have unceasingly rolled, all taking 
the stamp of the Anglo-Saxon race. 

Belonging myself to the Latin race, I do not mean 
in any way to dispute the services which it has rendered, 
and which it will still render to civilization. It personi- 
fies certain things in itself also great and important; 
unity, order, administration, military power, tradition, 
lastly, that refined brilliancy of literature and art which 
belongs to a classic origin. But, what is the use of dis* 
guising it ? — our tendency, if counterbalanced by noth- 
ing here below, would lead to excessive centralization, to 
the suppression of the individual. We need, for our own 
good, to encounter in our path that altogether difierent 
tendency represented by Germany, England, and the 
United States. The Germanic races are necessary to the 
Latin races. 

These races, I hope, are not destined to combat, but 
to assist and complete each other. Woe to those whom 
a no less odious than blind policy urges on to a fearful 
conflict ! I have seen with horror, in surveying Italy, 
men whose ideal appeared to be the future formation of 
a league of the Latin peoples, to be some day precipitated 
upon the Germanic peoples. Thank God! such fancies 
will never be welcomed by enlightened minds and gener- 
ous hearts. The broad policy, the broad equilibrium, will 
always have the more partisans. For the safety of the 
modern world, the extension of the individualizing race 
will be maintained in opposition to the powerful organiza- 
tions of the centralizing race. 



CHAPTER n. 

ATTEMPT TO BEVIVB CUB OLD COLONIAL POLIC7. 

It is natural that the old policy should straggle 
against the new. We had reason to expect, therefore, 
the reappearance among us of the colonial traditions d 

another age; the crisis of the United States was too 
favorable an occasion for them not to attempt to profit 
by it. 

What were these ancient traditions ? America does 
not exist by itself and for itself; Europe should exercise 
over it a sort of paramount power ; she should play the 
part of the mother-country, directing dependent colonies 
from afar, and patronizing minor peoples. 

These traditions have their root in history ; after the 
discovery of America, came its conquest. Each European 
state had a sort of transoceanic prolongation — there was 
an American France, an American England, an American 
Spain, an American Portugal. 

This was a provisory and unnatural position, destined 
to cease on the' day that a national spirit should appear in 
America. The English America was first ripe for inde- 
pendence ; this was quite natural — it had been founded by 
free men. In detaching itself from its mother-country, 
it set an example which could not fail to be followed 
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•W)iier or later by the other colonies. We know what 
^ppened toward the end of the wars of the empire ; 
declarations of independence ran like a train of powder 
from the table-lands of Mexico to the farthest cape of 
Patagonia. 

Since then, the colonial system has been maintained 
only at a few isolated points, in Canada and the West 
India islands. How long these last colonies will endure, 
I know not. I will only say that they are daily becom- 
ing more independent — Canada is endowed with a free 
gOYemment ; the emancipation of slaves and the emanci- 
pation of commerce have broken the heavy chain which 
bound the islands to the mother-country, except Spain, 
which remains behind according to custom. Europe shows 
itself &Yorable to such progress. Metropolitan patronage 
is therefore disappearing, and the hand of the Old World 
is withdrawn from the New. 

All was thus going on well, and the colonial mania 
seemed near becoming extinct when the crisis of the 
United States unhappily came to give it new life. We 
witnessed at that moment a recrudescence of old passions 
and covetousness. In the present weakening and possible 
dismemberment of the United States, we are in danger 
of seeing before all an opportunity to resuscitate the 
things of former times, to bring back Europe in America, 
to react against declarations of independence and founda- 
tions of republics. 

Among a few (I mean this neither for the French nor 
the English), covetousness has been awakened, the signal 
of a quarry seems to have been heard. — Make haste I 
there may be but an hour : we must make the most of it 
at least I Reactions, counter revolutions, restorations — 
all these must be tried I 
14 
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Pertainlj, in point of restoration, I can imagine noth- 
ing more gigantic than that retaliation for Bolivar which, 
for a moment at least, has been dreamed by Spain. Here 
are Mexico, Colombia, Pern, Chili, for aaght I know! 
To re-create a European, and in some sort colonial Amer- 
ica wonld be no small task. Let no one deceive himself 
moreover ; the complete destruction of the United States 
is the condition sine qud non of this work ; so long as 
there shall be a genoine American Government, it will 
not endure with a tranquil heart the denationalization of 
the New World. It may bow its head, through necessity, 
for a moment ; but it will await its time and find it. 

I am not the one to approve, without restriction, of that 
exclusive Americanism by virtue of which all contact with 
Europe should be avoided. As I have already said, the 
modem fiicilitv of communication has rendered isolation 
impossible. Our age does not allow it to Japan ; it will 
not allow it to the Americans. There will henceforth be 
a general policy in a sense of which our fathers knew 
nothing ; Americans will do wrong to be offended if we 
meddle to a certain point in their affairs, as we should do 
WTong to be terrified if they should meddle in ours. 
There will be alliances concluded, combinations arranged, 
influences exercised across the Atlantic: let every one 
make up his mind to it. 

But aside from this excess, which I condemn, it is 
impossible for me not to render homage to the Amer- 
ican spirit. The celebrated doctrine in which it has 
found its formula, the Monroe doctrine, is only the ex- 
pression of a simple truth — Leave America to Americans ! 
"Why may not America have its own system of civilization, 
having a right to its place under the sun ? Why deny 
this nationahty? If America does not belong to herself; 
if we again apply ourselves (I hope that nothing of the 
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0ort will be done) to cutting her np into colonies, pro- 
tected coantries, second-hand governments ; if our Euro- 
pean intrigues introduce themselves there through the 
fissures that may be made by her internal troubles and 
civil wars, it will be a great misfortune to her, and a still 
greater one perhaps to us. The two solenm recognitions, 
that of 1783 and of 1824, proclaimed the accomplishment 
of progress, the emancipation of a continent ; it would be 
strange, we must admit, if, to retrace such progress, we 
should choose the precise epoch, whose chief political 
dogma appears to be the principle of nationalities. 
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I SATi named the gmvmaatit irfaioh. laUij vrgai 

this reaction. The initUtiTe of Spain lias been vinUe 
from the beginning. Willing or nnwilling, with a hedt^^ 
tion which does them honor, France and England have 
participated in the movement, with the hope, perhaps, of 
moderating it. A purely Spanish restoration in Mexioo 
is wliat they had no wish to aUow. 

Spain has for some time given signs of vitality which 
I will not affect to disregard. Although it may be aUfl 
&i from that undisputed position, wliich classes a people 
among the great powers, it cannot be denied that its 
recent expeditions to Morocco and Cochin China, have 
given it a certain prestige. 

How does it happen that, &r from rejoicing, the gen- 
eral instinct of Europe takes alarm at this? Bccaose 
Europe observes and remembers. She remembers what 
Spdn has been in history — a violent, oppressive natlm, 
hostile to all progress, as to all liberty, a baleful nation in 
a word, in the fill force of the expression ; she observes 
what is pasdng in modem Enrope, withont succeeding aa 
yet in disoovering the slightest trace of that liberalina 
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whioh is remarked among bo many other nations, whether 
Catholio or Protestant. The possible greatness of Spain 
has therefore appeared to ns hitherto as a oalamityi or at 
least a menace. 

It is not that elevated qoalities are lacking to the 
Spanish people ; bat it seems to have been slumbering in 
the Middle Ages, and now that it has awakened, it is still 
in the Middle Ages; its habits, its sentiments, its am« 
ibitions, are three or four centuries behind the times. One 
might be dismayed for less cause. 

I seek something youthful, something modem in 
Spain. I do not discover it, unless this modem thing be 
revolution. Ah! in point of revolutions, Spain need 
envy no one ; but, to us, who do not confound revolutions 
with liberties, this malady, supposing it modem, is an in* 
different recommendation. We are struck with conster- 
nation to see that through these repeated revolutions, she 
has not found the means of inscribing a single generous 
principle upon her banner. Within her borders, political 
liberty is but an idle word, the liberty of conscience is 
openly denied, the liberty of negroes has not yet found a 
defender. 

There are two courts at Madrid ; how is it possible 
that no one has yet denounced there the infamies of 
slavery, and the still greater infamies of the slave trade? 
To start up indignantly, and make high-sounding patriotic 
speeches when Lord Palmerston denounced the Spanish 
slave trade, was very well ; to suppress it would be better. 
Brazil suppressed it when it really wished to do so. In 
Cuba even, a captain-general conscientiously opposed to the 
slave trave has sufficed at once to reduce its proportions. 
But General Yald6s has not instituted a school; the 
Cuban slave trade has troubled no consciences either at 
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Havana or Madrid. Thus it has incroaacd: in IflSB, tt 
imported sevcDteen thoasaiid negroes; ia 1859, 
ported thirty thousand ; in 1860, fifty thousand. And all 
this, in the face of two treaties ; that of 1817, in ti-hich 
the King of Spain pledged himself to abolish the traffic 
Irom 1620; and of 1835, in which the King of Spain 
accepted for this object four hundred thousand poanda. 

What took place but the oilier day on the West Coast 
of Africa? A small ship, the Quail, bearing the Sag o^ 
a ne^ State, Liberia, stopped a slave trader off Cape 
Gallinos, bearing the old flag of Spain — it was necessary 
to avenge such an insult I A Spanish ship-of-war entered 
the port of Monrovia, tlie capital of the republic of free 
negroea, and attacked the Quail; but met with so warm 
a reception that it was soon compelled to return to 
Fernando Po, in order to repair its damages. The 
affair would have had direful results, had not England 
intervened. 

I have mentioned Fernando Po. It is there, in a 
deadly cUmalo, in a colony where troops can remain but 
a short time, lodged in pontoons, that the courts-mart ial^ 
sentencing beyond power of appeal, have sent the unliap- 
py peasants of Loja, After the crushing speeches of M. 
Olozaga and Marshal Narvaez, it is not necessary, doubt- 
less, to show what has been the nature of this pitiless 
oppression. 

Another fact has filled the conscience of Europe with 
constern.ation. Humble Christians, strangers {it has been 
admitted) to all political intrigue, for the sole crime of 
having adopted and professed the Protestant faith, hare 
been condemned to the punishment of the galleys. Who 
has not read the touching letter of Matanioras ? " My deli- 
cate health makes my penalty one of death to me ; norer- 
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thelcss, had I not one, but a thousand lives, I would 
sacrifice them all with Christian tranquillity upon the 
altars of the holy cause of Jesus, our Divine Redeemer." 
An appeal has been made to the Queen. I cannot for an 
instant doubt her decision. But how long will Spaniards 
be reduced to implore as a grace, the first of all rights, 
the right of adoring God according to their conscience ? 

We may say this, we, French Protestants, who have 
not ceased to denounce the Protestant intolerance of 
Sweden, and who will pursue its last remains until a 
Christian faith shall be no lon^ger insulted by protection. 



CHAPTER IV. 



ST. DOMmaO ASO KBSICO. 



It haa cost me much to write the preceding pages; i 
recalling the present conduct of Spam, I have been forced 
to reassure myself by the thought that the noble qualities 
of its people will uot bo long in prevailing ; that political 
liberty, the liberty of slaves, and the liberty of conscience 
will find generous champions in its bosom ; that it will 
turn at length from the Middle Ages to enter into the 
modern world. 

In ijie mean time, we need to know the chief instigator 
of the colonial restoration, to appreciate it justly. Spain 
Las already taken two steps toward restoration in Amer- 
ica — she has regained possession of the Spanish portion 
of St. Domingo; and liaa obtained that Mexican expedi- 
tion which she would have gljidly undert.ikcn alone, and 
which she will cease perhaps to desire, now that she can- 
not undertake it by herself and for her exclusive interests. 

Tlie first act is alieady judged. So long as the Unit- 
ed States wore to be feared, we saw no desire manifested 
in St. Pomingo to overthrow the Dominican Government 
and recall the former rulers; from tlie very moment 
when it was believed possible to offend without risk a 
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power traDsiently enfeebled, tlie affection for Spain re- 
awakened with sudden unanimity. 

It is true that, behind this pretended unanimity, we 
gain a glimpse of something quite different. Scarcely 
bad the Dominicans surrendered themselves to Spain, 
when a national resistance was manifested, which it be- 
came necessary to suppress at the point of the bayonet. 
After the battle, came the executions. General Sanchez, 
and nineteen patriots were shot the same day in the city 
of San Juan. 

The legitimate government being thus reestablished, 
it was fitting to make the negro and republican govern- 
ment of Geffrard feel that, henceforth, its days were num- 
bered. A fleet was despatched to impose on it, within 
the space of twenty-four hours, the signature of the follow- 
ing conditions — an indemnity of a hundred thousand 
piastres for the armed resistance to which President 
Geffi-ard had remained a stranger ; the expulsion of all 
the Dominican reftigees ; and the prohibition of any dis- 
cussion of the Dominican question in the newspapers of 
HaytL 

If the Haytian newspapers are condemned to silence, 
it has been impossible to force the same system on those 
of Jamaica. Immense meetings have been held in this 
island to denounce the act of violence accomplished at 
St. Domingo. Parliament has formally stated its reser- 
vations, and the English minister has held a language on 
which Spain will do well to reflect. I advise it no more 
to lose sight of the solemn protest which the United 
States have taken care to address to it. 

In order to tranquillize English opinion, Marshal 
O^Donnel has given a pledge in behalf of his country, not 
to reestablish slavery in St. Domingo. Will this pledge 
be better kept than that given with respect to the slave 

14* 
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trade P I ahoald doubt it strongly, did I not look in the 
direction of the United States. There, the queatioa of 
slavery is being resolved at this moment, not only for 
them, but for Spain and Brazil. As soon as the principle 
of abolition sball have been decidedly Ijud down by tfaa 
government at Washington, it must necessaiily make ita 
way at Havana and Porto Rico. 

It is lUiis that St, Domingo n-ill be preserved, Aa to 
the grandiloqiipnt pfarases whiob are inserted in the pre- 
amble and not ia the articles of the decree relative to 
St. Domingo, I do not imagine that they wUl oppose an 
insurmountable barrier, should oertain necesaities (such IB 
the recognized expression) ever arise, shotild the slarery 
parly ever become turbulent at Cuba or St. Domingo, 
should planters from Cuba or Porto Rico come to St. 
Domingo with their slaves. The president of the couDcil 
could well write to iladrid : " The inhabitants are free ; sla- 
very, that in dis|K;n sable plague sjiot of the other colonies, is 
in no wise necessary to the working and culture of tliis fer- 
tile country, and your Majesty's government can never 
think of reestablishing it hero." What, however, would 
prevent aiiotlicr policy from being adopted, provided that 
the iiidisjyensalAe plague spot of the other colonies should 
some day a])pear no less indispensable in this ? 

I distrust promises of liberty founded upon reasons of 
utility. I distrust, because I remember. Seizures are 
always accompanied with liberal programmes ; the Leclerc 
expedition, which wont to reestablish slavery in this very 
St. Doniingo, announced its determination to do nothing 
of the sort. When the rich valleys (so badly cultivated) 
of this gre.it island demand tlie iiitroduction of blacks, 
when the inhabitants of the other Spanfeh colonies come 
thither accompanied by their slaves, I doiibt whether seal 
will be carried so far as to emancipate the latter. Uy 
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Bcepticism on this point equals that of which Lord Brough- 
am gave proof in the House of Lords. 

The Mexican expedition has surprised no one who 
comprehended the expedition to St. Domingo. It was in 
question to profit by the embarrassment of the United 
States, and as speedily as possible to put into execution 
the general plan of American restorations. 

I say, *4t was in question,^' because affairs have 
changed greatly during a few weeks. Our good sense 
which, in the &ce of results, has quickly seized the scope 
of a question, indifferent in a military point of view, of 
vast importance in a political point of view ; the growing 
repugnance of public opinion in England ; the sudden 
coolness of Spain herself, who hoped for a restoration, 
almost a conquest, and finds herself in the presence of 
very different prospects ; the protests of the United States, 
the better listened to inasmuch as their recent successes 
may bring a speedy reestablishment of their power, all 
seem combined to oblige us to render the expedition 
much more inoffensive than it was near being for a mo- 
ment. I am ignorant whether my previsions will be con- 
firmed by the event ; but, whether they be or not, we 
are bound to account for the principle by virtue of which 
we have been tempted to act. We do not fully renounce 
errors, until we know why we renounce them. This 
feeble desire to return to our colonial traditions, and to 
monarchical restorations in the New World, is a symptom 
BO serious, that we should fail in our duty, did we neg- 
lect to study it, whatever may be, moreover, the fate of 
our present enterprise. 

Admitting that it return this time without having 
effected any thing else than a treaty with President 
Juarez, or perhaps a rapid dash on Mexico, what is there 
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to prevent it from being some day again undertaken? 
Will not Spain be on the watch for a better opportunity? 
Will its dreams of counter-revolation in Mexico sudden- 
ly cease? Provided that the embarrassment of the Unit- 
ed States be prolonged, will not the captains-general of 
Cuba endeavor to obtain in the ancient American vice- 
royalties, the same kind of success which they have ob- 
tained at St. Domingo? 

I contest in no manner our right to chastise an unwpr. 
thy government, and to exact the reparation due our 
fellow-countrymen ; what terrifies me, and what we should 
keep in sight, is that Spain, in the illusion of her first 
hopes, may impel us to replace reparation by intervention, 
which is quite another thing. 

Remark that, however detestable the existing anarchy 
of Mexico may be, it is perhaps superior in more than one 
point to the infamous system which Spain imposed dur- 
ing three centuries on these magnificent colonies. With- 
out even speaking of the bloody period which followed 
the conquest, taking the Spanish administration in Mexico 
at its mildest and best time, what a spectacle does it pre- 
sent to us? The Indians (that is to say, almost the entire 
population) penned up in their villages as in so many 
ghettos, the mixed breeds held as vile, and classed as it 
were among beings devoid of reason, the Creoles systemat- 
ically excluded from offices reserved solely for Spaniards 
bom in Spain, slavery in full vigor, the inquisition 
flourishing, the torture applied with cold cruelty, the 
power of printing, selling, or reading books not existing 
in any degree. Not only was the circulation of ideas inter- 
dicted, but the circulation of merchandise was subjected 
to the most incredible regulations; the working of a 
colony for the benefit of the mother country had rarely 
been carried so far. As to the security of strangers, as 
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to the complaints which European countries, particularly 
France, would have had a right to make at that time, 
those who know how the government set to work to 
comhat the insurrection at its birth, will have no difficulty 
in forming an opinion. It was a trifling consolation to 
see, from this epoch, as many colonels and captains, as 
many plumes and gilded uniforms in the most obscure 
Mexican villages as may be seen there to-day. 

Among the most shameful pages of history, there 
is nothing that can be compared to this long, bigoted 
tyranny. Indeed, when it was overthrown by the great 
American Revolution in the beginning of the present 
century, its downfall excited not a shadow of regret 
either in the New World or the Old. In fine, the pres- 
ent Mexico, to which Spain, if left to herself would have 
gladly given a lesson in good government, is polluted 
neither by slavery, nor by the inequalities of race, nor by 
intolerance. It is fitting to render it some credit for 
this. 

But who knows? religious liberty and civil marriage 
were not perhaps in the eyes of the Spaniards, the least 
trifling misdeeds to punish, and the most abominable acts 
to reform in Mexico. It can no longer be doubted that 
at the first moment they dreamed of the pure and simple 
establishment of the Spanish monarchy. It is for this 
reason, in great part, that France and England have been 
unwilling to let them go alone, which they would have 
greatly preferred to do. The triple expedition is no longer, 
thank God 1 either a reestablishment of viceroys, or a re- 
action against the principles of civil and religious liberty, 
or a campaign in honor of Miramon and the clerical party. 

It is no longer this ; nevertheless, let us beware ! in 
such a matter, it would be but too easy to do what was 
at first projected. Pretended political necessities rise up 
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one after another. A government has been destroyed ; 
it 13 absolutely necessary to replace it. And how f Upon 
what shall it be based ? We are forced to accept partica as 
they are. Thus, we deviate uisensibiy ; at first, it is only 
in question to demand reparation; later, the question la to 
accord indirect encouragement, and at length we find 
ourselves launched into inter%'cntion proper. 

I call attention to this i«;ril. Non-intervention should 
be the aovereign rule of a time so favorable to the prin- 
ciple of nationalities. I know all that may be Eaid : " The 
republican system has been the ruin of ilesdco ; it is only 
in question to bring it back to its genuine traditions, 
transiently and iuvoluutaiily abandoned ; monarchical 
Mexico will become another Brnzil." Suppose this pros- 
pect to be most seductive, suppose institutions to have 
the power within themselves that is attributed to them, 
and form to prevail over matter, suppose it easy to with- 
draw after having aided in a political revolution, and 
intcnention to bring no protectorate in its train, I never- 
theless persist in confessing my distaste for the system 
which protends to render men happy in spite of lliem- 
eelves. Were it in the service of tlio best constitution in 
the world, had it no other result than to secure the free 
manifestation of the n.itional sentiment and the lasting 
Batisfiiction of the country's needs, the armed propaganda 
of a foreign power would always seem to me suspicions. 
It is no small thing, moreover, to overthrow for the first 
time a republic on the American continent ; projects of 
monarchical restoration may ajipear one after another; 
Spain, it is said, lips already spoken of Peru, and other 
tottering and ill-governed republics have been pointed 
out to the attention of Europe. 

It is in vain th;it these things are effected through the 
hands of the natives; it remains, nevertheless, certain that 
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the mere counsels, still less the presence of European 
regiments, constitute the most decisive of influences. 
Thus begin those interminable tutelages to which I 
should be unwilling to see ns return. Monarchies im- 
planted in this wise would never have any thing except 
a borrowed strength ; national life can be developed 
neither in nor about them ; far different in this from the 
Brazilian monarchy which we have just cited, and which 
was invented by no one. Bom on the soil, it has not had 
to invoke the support of European protectorates. 

I hope that we shall avoid entering too far into an 
enterprise strewn with embarrassment. The language of 
the English government and the English press, has proved 
for some time that public opinion is on its guard among 
our allies. I do not believe that the enthusiasm will be 
much greater among us. Spain, herself, much cooled 
since the personal chances of her dynasty have disappear- 
ed, is perhaps about to cease to urge a policy of interven- 
tion. 

It remains to be known whether, in the sole aim of 
arresting the expansion of the Anglo-Saxon race, and 
replacing the Americans in Mexico by Spaniards and 
Austrians, we are willing to introduce, henceforth, a sub- 
ject of inevitable and deadly conflict between the United 
States and Europe. 

The overthrowal of the republican system in Mexico, 
would be the most sensible check that could be inflicted 
on the United States. It would also be a menace, the 
scope of which they would measure, and even exaggerate. 
They know that, had it not been for their present difficul- 
ties, no one would have ever entertained such a thought. 
They content themselves at present with complaining 
diplomatically, and making their reservations ; with re- 
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ceirmg at Wasbington plana of a treaty signed by Jmrex; 
with verifying the profound emotion whicli the resnrrec 
tion of the old colonial policy causes from one end to the 
other of the Sew World ; by-and-by, they will be tempt- 
ed to do more. Is it prudent to pave the way for such con- 
flicts in a perhaps early future ? Is a monarchy in Mexico 
worth, I do not any, a war with the United Slates, but a 
ruptuie of amicable relations ? Are we to commcnoo 
what we can neither finish nor sustain ; what we cannoc 
sustain in any case except at the price of formidable com- 
plicationa ? 

These qnestious propound themselves of their own 
accord. The wisdom of £uroi>e will resolve them. 



PART FIFTH. 



TO AMERICANS. 



C3HAPTER I. 



THE CBISIS OF THB UPSISING. 



The other day, on opening mj letters, I found one 
beginning thus : "The downfall of a great people." My 
anonymous correspondent proposed this subject for my 
meditation, exulting over my credulity and absurd op- 
timism. 

I must confess that he is not alone. The idea of seiz- 
ing on the moment when a great people is entering a 
painful crisis to celebrate its uprising, will always appear 
ridiculous in the eyes of unreflecting men. Pausing at 
appearances, what do we see ? An enormous diminution 
of power, mistakes, reverses, doubtful or disputed suc- 
cesses, heavy taxes, loans, deficits, embarrassment within 
and without, a social fever enfeebling and over exciting 
by turns, a crowd of problems which propound themselves 
alone, but which do not resolve themselves alone ; lastly, 
in the future, an obscure, uncertain issue, at which no one 
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can aa yet rejoic*. To wish ns to compliment this people 
on the position in which it is placed, on its diviaons, its 
dvil war, the contempt of strangers, the pro6t which 
they derive from its distress, is indeed to be very exacting. 
One is not, to this poiut, n lover of paradoxes. 

This great subject of ]>olitical paradoxes has been 
tonched in passing by a generous and scholarly pen. "I 
do not wish to speak ill of statesmen," wrote M. Laboii- 
laye, "but their policy often consists in shutting tbem- 
Belves up in the present moment, and seeing uutliing 
beyond it ; for this reason, the soiiitioa which they chooso 
li old at its lifatlk. Rel^aiMi aoA jdOoHfiMn am 
gcDonltf Terj diadihifU tomrd agM i MMrtMni tboN 
■MB, wlio are Dol St aD pnatMil, an aknott Ae <mtf 
vnes who ars right in the end. Why? Became tbey 
believe in ideas. Passions wear themadves out, interests 
change place, whilst ideas gemunate, grow, and become 
&ct8. We can foretell thdr victory, as, in the spring, 
when the wheat shoots from the gronnd, we caa foretell 
the harvest. Who, for twenty years, have been exclaim- 
ing in every key, that the United States were hastening to 
min through injnstice ? Dreamers. Who have pointed 
to the statistics of popnlation, tonnage and bales of coU 
ton, to show that the prosperity of the United States was 
continually increaang? Practical men. The United 
States began its npriaog on the day when the North and 
West broke with their own interests to defend the cause 
of justice. ■ . . Whether the North reestablish the Union, 
encloiong slavery within a limited circle, or remain alone 
with her free institutions, she may agun become what 
she was in former times, the admiration and envy of 
Europe." 

I have not resisted the desire to quote these admir- 
able words. If it be a paradox to believe in » moral 
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uprising which costs something to material prosperity^ 
there will still be a few of us who will sustain such a 
paradox. If struggles for humanity and right appear 
insane, there will be a few of us who will continue to 
applaud them. If it be told us that America ^' is now 
making a melancholy exhibition of herself," we will 
answer that this melancholy exhibition was made by her 
lately, before the crisis, before the wretchedness, before 
the pretended decay. 

Before the recent successes which have somewhat 
changed the points of view, I met none but sorrowful, 
disappointed, and discouraged men, exclaiming that all was 
lost. This was told us in a country which has witnessed 
dragoonades, Louis XV., the Revolution, European coali- 
tions ; which has been lost, I know not how many times, 
and which is still existing. All was lost in England after 
the Stuarts ; all is lost in Italy, to hear some men. The 
peoples appeal from these sentences. 

Do you know what is fatal ? To become accustomed 
to evil and resigned to iniquity. Where crises of upris- 
ing are lacking, crises of death supervene. And crises of 
uprising do not go forward without their train — disasters, 
reverses, transient weakening. 

I have occasionally asked myself for some time past, 
on hearing so many lamentations, whether men had really 
believed in the possibility of a crisis without suffering; 
whether they had really been resigned to accept the con- 
tinuation of the shameful system to which the election of 
Mr. Lincoln put an end. It is the one or the other: 
either the former condition was tolerable ; or the colossal 
transformation which it is in question to effect, should have 
cost no one any thing. If they had adopted neither of 
these hypotheses, they would not have been thus dismay- 
ed ; they would not have deplored so loudly the American 
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criaia; they would not Iiave clung with the eagerness of! 
despair to any fuTangcment, good or bad, faonorablo of fl 
disgraceful, Tchicb seemed salted to end it. 

Since the funeral oration commenced at the prvcisa 1 
instant -B-hen the North roao against the policy of sFavcryif 
thig policy was therefore the condition of the United I 
States' existence! They were therefore to let the e\il I 
and crime increase ! They were therefore to pile np dot' I 
lar.s, to prosper, to malce favorable treaties of commerce! I 

Ah ! I know well that great reforms make noise, whUe I 
ignoble decay makes none. One vanishes gently, glidlngj 
down miry slopes, and falling into the abyjis, and thit^ 
without distorbing human commimilics aa do rude effortsV 
and generous combats. 

Before the election of Mr, Lincoln, the United States 
were rich ; ihcy were receiving great numbers of immi- 
grants, they were advancing boldly into th« deserts, 
they were exercising great influence, and England sent 
them no ultimatums. Wei!, then was the time when 
it was fitting to mourn. And we did mourn, indeed ; we, 
who are blamed for our optimism, then incurred quite a 
different reproach. Under this false prosperity, the true 
ruin was being accomplished; thia great country was 
sinking and debasing itself apace. 

This was the time when President Taylor traded in 
slaves, ^I'hen the slave trade was organized publicly in 
New York, when every census brought proof of the 
increase in the number of slaves : three million two hun- 
dred thousand in 1850 ; four million in 1800; when the 
extradition of fugitive slaves beciime the legitimate law 
of the whole country; when the whole country descended 
to this shame, and seemed to justify for a moment the 
sarcastic litany of Theodore Parker — St. Judas Iscariot. 
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To deplore the existing crisis is to regret that time. 
There was no longer either truth, or liberty of the press, 
or freedom of discussion; the imperious voice of the 
South dictated the acts of the Republic and prescribed the 
elections ; the South exacted a violent outside policy ; it 
wished Cuba, it wished Central America, it wished space 
and yirgm lands to which to transport its slaves; the 
Supreme Court adopted its maxims, terrified liberty 
recoiled before triumphant slavery, an envious democracy 
levelled down all superiority and crushed all independence; 
public morals were corrupted, commercial improbity was 
approved, principles were blotted out before facts and 
conscience before numbers ; the standard fell, fell contin- 
uaUy, and to heighten the misfortune, the prosperity went 
on increasi ng. One of the most eminent magistrates of 
the TTnited States exclaimed lately, on referring to this 
fearful time ! " I despaired of my country." 

He despaired of it, on his side ; but we Europeans had 
but one voice to applaud it. America, to hear us, had 
reached the summit of prosperity. We, who sigh so 
much to-day, had then neither grief nor terror. After 
having blamed in passing a few acts " to be regretted," 
after having deplored as a matter of form " the necessities 
of policy," which force one sometimes to sacrifice justice 
and to maintain peace at the price of troublesome con- 
cessions, we consoled ourselves fully in thinking that, if 
America were invaded by slavery, if her institutions were 
perverted and her honor compromised, she had not ceased 
to increase and grow rich. 

As to those who think that the uprising was necessary, 
but that it should have cost nothing, I ask whence they 
have derived an illusion of this nature. It has not been, 
at all events, from history. If there be a truth shown 
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clearly in ita pages, it is that every uprising is a cri«& 
To Jreara of rosea without thorns and of progress withont 
BuQering, wo must shut our eyes. Kottitng is eo disk 
greeable to witness as the uprisiug of a people ; there are 
struggles, mistakes, reverses, and dangers ; there is blood 
and ruin; prudent meu st»Qd adde, feeling hearts are 
roused to indignation, vulgar niiuds disparage and ana- 
thematize, Wliy not die deeently, tranquilly, instead of 
troubling tlie world by tlieae paroxysms of feveriA 
agitation? 

It is almost always at the epoehs when the good re- 
sumes the lead that we behold the appearance of social 
Bufi'erings. It does not enter into the designs of God for 
great iniquities to be blotted oat before their cltastM^ 
ment liaa made itself felt. And here, the fact is remark- 
able, the chastisement falls at once upon all the guilty 
ones : upon the South, which sustained slavery ; upon 
the North, the accomplice of the South ; upon Europe, 
indifferent to the wrong and too long disposed to profit 
by it. 

We must bow our heads and adore the hand that smites 
US. God lias sent the wars, the commercial crises, the 
miseries of all kinds ; they are the pains of travail, they 
will last until a new America, a free and just America, 
shall have come into the world. 

AVc always pay more dearly for a progress than a 
fault ; or ratJier, it is at the hour of a progress that the 
account of faults is settled. Struggles for the right then 
break out ; and reparation is wrought through Biiffering. 
When our ancient Fi'ench society, rotten to the core, 
crumbled away at the close of the List century ; when its 
old, accumulated crimes, tyrannies, persecutions, and cor- 
ruptions encountered other crimes in their way; when 
the terrible esiiiation of the past of France was wrought. 
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"wise men did not fail to write : ^^ We are witnessing the 
ruin of a great people." Nevertheless, it was not ruin, 
but uprisiDg, which was effected in this manner. 

Since the cannon of Sebastopol slew the retrograde 
policy which was personified in Nicholas, Russia has en- 
tered into the way of reforms.* A new emperor has 
generously given the signal, and serfhood is beginning to 
die. Here is another coimtry which is about to pass 
through a crisis, because it is about to accomplish a prog- 
ress. Hasten, ye prophets of misfortune; announce 
anew the ruin of a great people ! See, serfhood does not 
disappear alone, it draws along in its train the entire old 
organization. This is true ; but where is the harm ? Was 
there not need of transforming the entire organization ? 
For a long time we have been striving here below to re- 
pair worm-eaten edifices, yet it always happens that, after 
having replastered again and again, we are forced to 
build anew. We will build anew then in Russia; the 
bureaucracy, the censorship, the police, will not long sur- 
vive serfhood ; the publicity of judicial debates, the dis- 
cussion of budgets, the intervention of the country in 
its own afiairs,, will not be long in coming. Already, the 
assemblies of the representatives of the nobility at St. Pe- 
tersburg, and above all, at Moscow, have cast votes which 
must have made the Emperor Nicholas rise in his tomb. 
Are we to grieve for it ? Let us grieve that there are so 
many abuses to reform, that there is so much corruption 
to combat ; this is well ; but let us not grieve that life is 
to be more agitated, more turbulent than death. 

• Do not those who obstinately persist in not comprehending the 
Crimean war, see what has sprung from it? It has in no wise resus- 
citated the Turks, for whom very little was cared ; it has forced Russia 
to abdicate its absolutist patronage, and to undertake its own transfor- 
mation. The liberal alliance of the West has borne fruits of liberty. 
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immiiilj of the iMnetl k m ew m o d lij 
ut fStuB mdkaSmg. Behold tiw vlMio «i> 
■u c i e ty aMoadng; beMd pegaa eeraA^ Anp* 
; behold ti» natioul leBgiott periddiq;; behold 
dMdmi jaytodechgiheimif il i <m every wheie^ in the Stete^ 
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warn wpAoig v^ uneeee- 
; ttte leihumgiite of omel^ end 
of batied aie dboot to ht;ve fiill ewqr; 
Am blood of Chiirtiani inl b^ died; mad Cbnttium (ot 
thoie that beer the name) wm ohed blood in their torn; 
it win flow in torrents; the world will be in anguish. 
Bat the world will be transfigured, rejayenated, upraised. 
Above the mire of ancient society, a new society will have 
appeared, like unto the lands which, when our globe as- 
somed its present form, rose at the voice of God from the 
bosom of the troubled waters. — ^The ignominies of Rome 
have disappeared, slavery has fidlen back slowly before 
the gospel ; the fiunily has been formed, and woman has 
become the mother of the fiunily ; individual conscience 
has conquered its rights, direct relations have been estab- 
lished between the soul and God, light has been shed on 
life, death, and eternity: the mind has known needs, 
agitated questions, entered upon spaces of which anti- 
quity knew nothing ; modem liberties have made inva- 
aion, modem thought has been bom. These are marvels, 
deeding marvels, which we should better appreciate if we 
were more accustomed to them, if any one could make 
tie feel but for a day the icy contact with human com- 
aaoh as they were before Jesus Christ. 
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And I speak of commanities, I leave aside all that con- 
cerns the individaal salvation. It will not be useless, 
however, to cast a glance into the depths of the soul, and 
to seek there, there also, tie characteristics of this su- 
preme crisis, which is the crisis of uprising. They know 
Bomething of it, who have tasted the sufferings and the 
ravishing delights of faith. They know what rocky paths 
are travelled, what sufferings are passed through, what 
continual struggles are carried on within us from the 
moment that we begin to see ourselves as we are, and to 
feel the necessity of internal reform. 

Ah ! it is with nations as with individuals. The peoples 
who make progress are the peoples of suffering and com- 
bat. Noble sufferings, glorious combats, without which 
uprising is impossible ! No, I will never consent to rank 
among disasters, the bloody victories of humanity ; it 
would be to veil the moral side of history. In spite of 
all the weeping voices which lately joined in a concert of 
lamentations, I congratulate Americans on having willed 
the cure with its necessary conditions ; on having recoiled 
neither before the bitterness of the remedies, nor the 
sharp pain of the operations, nor the transient despond- 
ency which precedes and paves the way for the reestab- 
lishment of strength. I should doubt their uprising, I 
acknowledge, if they had not passed through weakening 
and the chances ofruin. 

« 

What an immense step America has just taken ! Be- 
tween the presidency of Mr. Buchanan and that of Mr. 
Lincoln, there is the distance of a social revolution. The 
sons of the Puritans are slow to move ; but once set in 
motion, they go forward, and nothing stops them. Can 
there really be souls cold enough not to rejoice at the 
thought, that the time in which we live is that of the 
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great triumph over slavery ? la it nothing to h 
it with our own eyes while we are on earth f 

Slavery has received its death blow ; doubtless, I 
HO longer to diniouatrato it. What the last election com- 
menced, the providential defeats of the Korth have com- 
pleted, and now he would be mad, indeed, who should 
attempt to return backward. A man who can be believed 
on his word, for he has a right to be more fastidious than 
any one in the matter of abolition, Charles Sumner, ex* 
claimed lately at Worcester : " The victory U already 
gamed, the country is already saved/ " And he added 
the animating worda: "Othersmaydc«piiJr,uot L Alaay 

others see the dark side, I cannot However 

grfat the peril of our country may still appear, it was (ar 
greater when it was falling, year after year, mider tbe 
yoke of slavery." 

Slavery, indeed, is not a yoke for the slaves alone, it 
is a yoke for the governments themselves ; it was the 
question first of all to emancipate the government of the 
United States. God has had pily on America in not per- 
mitting the South to be more adi-oit ; that is, more moder- 
ate. If it had consented to return speedily to the Union, 
much \iOuld have been accorded it ; it would have been 
left with a majority in the Senate, with the support of 
the democratic party in the whole North, lastly, with the 
always ready and still powerful nieiiaco : " We will secede 
on the day that you touch slavery." 

I wish to cite on this subject, one of the most power- 
ful orators of America, the Rev. Ilcnry Ward Beecher: 
" I hear many exclaim — ' It is horrible to think of brothers 
slaughtering each other.' But is it not just as horrible to 
think that, on the Southern plantations, wo many men are 
yielding up the last sigh, torn by the whip of the over- 
seer? . , . Ah, civil war is a fearful thing, bnt I 
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know of something that would be still more fearful — ^to 
see the evil which reigns in the South invade the whole 
country. . . . Peace is not the first good for a nation, 
justice is still more precious. You have no right to wish 
for peace, until God has made justice to reign. Such is 
the teaching of the Gospel. When we shall have done 
with injustice, our peace will flow like a river. . . God 
forbid that peace be obtained imtil the reign of justice be 
established among us ! " 

This prayer has been granted. The reign of justice 
will be established ; the true uprising, which great hearts 
place above prosperity as above peace, will be finally 
accomplished. 

. We shall not be long in perceiving it ; American policy 
win regain the standard below which it had fallen. No 
more wars for slavery, no more Walker expeditions pro- 
tected by Mr. Slidell and his friends, no more vetoes op- 
posed by a new Jefferson Davis to the vote of a State 
desirous of paying its debts! Waste will be severely 
reprimanded, now that the passion for struggles on the 
subject of slavery is no longer at hand to cover every 
thing, now that direct taxation has come to make the 
knaveries of administrators weigh upon each citizen. 

Not only has the government just received its letters ■ 
of emancipation, but individuals themselves will breathe 
henceforth with a freedom which had ceased to be known 
in America. The emancipation of slaves will bring with 
it the emancipation of politics and of characters. Two 
questions have been treated and resolved at the same 
time — the question of slavery and that of democracy ; it 
was time that the elasticity of individualism resumed its 
vigor, and ceased to be restrained by the despotism of 
numbers. 
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Qod, aoBity hi man, and the pretenmm to remain bon- 
eit in oertun acta trtule beoraui^ a knave in oortaiB 
othon, has alw^ reoeiTed the con tr ad i eUoaa of ezpe- 
lienoe. 

It will not be the leMt proof (tf die opriang wbkb 
!i b^ng Tronf^t, to see individnala riae op before tlie 
nusaos; latdy crashed, gronnd down, ooofoonded bjr 
foroe with the State, they viQ dare listen to thrar <xm- 
science and be of their own mind. There will no longer 
be nnlimitGd power in America; that is, there will be 
liberty at last, 

A last progress will have been accomplished ; the 
United States needed to rec«ivo lessons of defeat and 
trial. A spoiled, infant people, they could, no more than 
other peoples, dispense with the harsh instractions of 
adversity. They had been accastomcd to success and 
flatteries; tliey had conceived an unreasonable opinion 
of themselves. Thence came some presumption in lan- 
guage, and some arrogance in action. Now they have 
passed through the crucible in which wo leave our 
scoriie. 

To renounce adulation is not to renounce, far from 
it, the esteem of others. Never, on the contrary, haa 
the true power of America more fully broken forth. This 
uprising through justice will remain one of the great 
events of lustory. This people, fallen so low under Mr. 
Buchanan, and which sncoeeds in rising, this new Antsas, 
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tbat regains strength on tonching the soil of liberty an<] 
law, no one, believe me, will regard with disdain. 

It might have been said formerly that the United 
States subsisted only through their privileged position- 
without neighbors, consequently without enemies, exempt 
from the efforts exacted by war, life had been easy to 
them ; their vast political edifice had not been tried, for 
it had struggled against no tempest, and there was righf 
to suppose that the first torrent which beat against the 
wall would overthrow or shake the foundations. To-day, 
the torrent has come, and the foundation remains. The 
impotent nationality which had been shown us submerged 
beneath the waves of immigration, has been found an 
energetic and long-lived nationality. In the face of the 
rebellious South as in the face of the menacing South, 
there is found an American nation. It has broken for- 
ever ; yes, broken, even in the event of the effective sepa* 
ration of a portion of the South, the perfidious weapon 
of separation. It has passed through the triple ordeal 
which all governments must endure — the ordeal of founda- 
tion, of independence, of revolution. It has affranchised 
with one blow, its present and its future. At the hour of 
disasters, it has displayed the rarest quality of all — patience 
to repair the evil. It could at that time utter the con- 
fident speech : " The Americans of the North are only the 
better for having been beaten once or twice." Lastly, 
while engaged in a struggle with difficulties from without, 
the United States have known how to accept the conse- 
quences of their embarrassment, without ceasing to hold 
a language full of dignity ; they have made their protesta- 
tions and maintained their principles, while awaiting 
better days. ^ 

I shall not waste ray time in demonstrating that, if the 
Union come out of the crisis victorious, it will come out 
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aggrandized. The vprhing of a great people wID theql 
have numerous partiaxms, and my parados will become ftl 
commbiiplace. I have been Anxious to establish another -I 
theory, no leas true, but less popular — to-day, during tba I 
ciisis, in the midst of difBcuItiea and perils, whatever ma^ I 
bo the issue of the struggle, the ujirimig is already a 
complished. Already, America has said to slaverj': J 
"Thou shalt go no further." Already, it has said to tlio ( 
South : " I recoil neither before thy plana of diBruption, 
nor before the sovereign inSuunce which thy cotton must 
exert on the determinations of Europe." Already, it 
hiia resisted the terrible ordeal of treasons. Already, it 
baa maintained ita unity and avoided mob violooco.J 
Already, it has acccpti^d heaiy charges which will leave 
their traces on the American budget, like the noble scars 
which remain stamped on the countenance of conquerors. 
The uprising is therefore already accomplbhed. It 
may be that the United States will still combat and suffer, 
but their cause will not perish ; and their cause is their 
greatness. 
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CHAPTER n. 

MAINTENANCE OF FBSE INSTTTUnONS. 

Uprising is not revolution. It is even quite the con- 
trary. Revolution is what the South has been striving to 
effect ; the triumph over the South will consist in main- 
taining as they are the free institutions of the country. 

Americans ! it is necessary to give a contradiction to 
the prognostic, " The civil war will kill slavery in the 
South, and liberty in the' North." Distrust those among 
you who turn to unity of power as to a refuge ; do not 
listen to those sceptical minds which always expect some- 
thing, because they believe nothing and hold to nothing. 
Remain yourselves, or rather, become yourselves again ; 
aspire, as to the greatest progress, to the faithful preser- 
vation of your ancient Union, without religion of State, 
without budget of worships, without great armies, without 
centralized administration. Remain yourselves, remain 
America, this will be the greatest of originalities. It is 
important that there be something ancient on your soil, 
something which has passed through crises and survived 
battles. Your institutions will be this thing ; henceforth 
tried and in some sort venerable, clothed with a charac- 
ter of which the fundamental law of a country cannot be 
divested with impunity, they will secure a more inviolable 
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asylum to yonr liberties. Come out of the strnggle with 
the pi-ogramme which you had on cnttjing it, with tlio 
political unity of the State, with the administrative indc- 
]iein!t'iice of the States ; do not make the common country 
bear the penalty of the crime of a few ; above all, reject 
the counsela of those who urge you to ape Europe. Aa 
your flora and your fauna are not ours, so your social 
orgiinization should not be that of the Old World. la it 
belter? Is it less good? Idle questions: il ia diferent, 
aud different it should remain. 

The comparative examination of rcpnblio and moii' 
archy is in place in Cinna; in the reality of human 
affaira, these great questions resolve themselves by vir- 
tue of necessities, which have no connection with the 
tirguments of [ioIilie:il philusnpliy. But, iiidejiendently 
of forma of government, which are not here in question, 
there are principles which may be more or less applied 
imder all forms of govemiucnt. America haa the privi- 
lege of having comprehended them better than any one; 
let her not abdicate this suiieriority. 

She is also as little governed, above all as little ad- 
ministered aa jjossihle ; .in immense advantage, wliieh 
might be weakened or disa])pear under the influence of 
existing events. The Amei'ican budget rose to three 
hundred million franca in 18C0, and the American debt did 
not exceed this amount ; that is to say, the capital owed 
by the United States was only the equivalent of a year 
of their revenue. 'Well ; this is the ideal toward which it 
is important ere long to retnm. 

Ideal is indeed the word. History will have difBculty 
Borne day to believe that a great nation was able to live 
more than seventy years without establishing among it 
direct taxation. This was a golden age, which doubtless 
will never again be found ; I do not delude mj-self on 
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this point. Once liaving left the linppy epoch when a few 
indirect taxes sufficed to defray their expenses, the United 
States trill not return to it ; the question is only to ap- 
proacli it as nearly as possible. Despite the permanent 
burden which will be imposed on them by the interest 
and liquidation of the enormous debts contracted during 
the war, despite the burden which I hope will result from^ 
progressive emancipation, and the indemnity allowed by 
the treasury, there will still be means of establishing at 
Washington, budgets bearing very little resemblance to 
those we vote in Europe. And this is essential ; at an 
epoch when financial embarrassment is the plague of 
almost all the countries of the Old World, the New 
World would do very wrong to suffer itself to be seduced 
by the evil sophisms too well accepted among us. Superb 
theories have been made for us on the merits of taxation, 
on the natural increase of taxation, on the advantage of 
paying more and spending more. What the result has 
been for us. Frenchmen, every one knows. When our 
budget, to the general stupefaction, reached the amount 
of a thousand million francs, all exclaimed against it. M. 
Thiers made the speech in reply, which was, alas! a 
prophecy : " You complain of this budget of a thousand 
millions I Look at it well, for you will never again behold 
it.'' Let our example instruct the Americans; unless 
they energetically retrace their steps, they will speedily 
become accustomed, as well as we, to spending thousands 
of millions. 

Europe has not only great budgets, she has great 
armies, which are still more dangerous. I shall not ask 
Americans to return to their army of sixteen thousand 
men ; I am fully conscious that this is no more to bo 
thought of; let them say to themselves, however, that all 
their energy is al)Out to be needed to resist the tempta- 
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' tiona to which tto condition of war will liave given birtk 
Doubtless it will he preteniJed that it is fitting to profit 
by these numerous soldiei-a, disciptmod and iuurt-d to war, 

' that there are questions to regulate in Mexico and else- 
where, that there are conquests to make, that the opiwr- 
tmiity is admirable for seizing Cuba, the Antiiles, who 
knows? perhaps South America to Cape Horn, that, 
moreover, the South still needs to be watched over, that 
prudence does not permit radical measures. Now, there 
are cases in which radical measures alone succeed. Hap- 
pily, the Bouliinent of the incompatibility between the 
American system and etflnding armies bos not c«ased Ut 
make its presence fell in the United States. While de- 
Tclopiiin; their defensive forcefi, the fortificnlion of cities 
and fiontiers, the orf^nizalion of militia, the improve- 
ment of military schools, they have firmly maintained the 
provisional character of their armaments. They have 
wished, .ind I praisg ihem for it, none but volunteers. 
They have rejected plans of conscription. Perhaps, at 
peace, they will keep up a tolerable large navy ; they 
will not, if they are wise, keep up a large army. 

These are friendly connsclH. While comprehending 
that there will be changes, tli.it in one sense, it is impos- 
sible that a new America should not come forth from 
such a fiirn.ice, I would wish the new one cjeatly to 
resemble the old, and above all to take care not to reject 
its best fe.iturcs. 

Tlie modifications, which may bo easily foreseen, will 
be designed to give a little more strength to the central 
power. Without imperilling the principle of self-govern- 
ment, which is the very essence of libeily, the Americans 
will doubtless realize in a more precise m.anner, the funda- 
mental unity of the nation. The idea of confederation. 
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already so weak, will become still more obliterated. This 
is precisely what happened in Switzerland, after the rising 
in arms of the Sonderbund. 

It is probable that the banking system will be sub- 
jected to alteration, and that the unconditional emission 
of paper currency in every part of the country will be 
prohibited. The independence of judges needs to be 
guaranteed ; there are States in which they are elected 
but for one year ; and others where the quota of their 
salary is tmceasingly called in question. The impotence 
of the law in the presence of great popular disorders will 
demand preservative measures, the adoption of which has 
become possible since the passions of slavery have ceased 
to rule the country. Lastly, and without speaking of 
the principal change, of that which will determine the 
conditions of the complete abolition of slavery, I should 
not be astonished if it should be wished to give a little 
more prestige to the position of the Chief Magistrate of 
the Republic. Without returning to the etiquette estab- 
lished in the time of Washington, when he held great 
levees, when he invited none to his table but foreign 
envoys holding the rank of Ambassadors, when his car- 
riage, drawn by six horses, was escorted by two aides-de- 
camp, when the managers of theatres received him at the 
bottom of the steps, and all the spectators rose at his 
entrance, it may be that the simplicity of the White 
House will be judged too great. I give no opinion on 
the question, but I confess that this president, so power- 
ful in fact, and surroimded by so little paraphernalia, this 
chief of a great people, with his civil list costing one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand francs, does not appear to me 
lacking in greatness. 

What is more important is that he should be checked 
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in tho path of dictatorship which he haa entered for a 
raoment. On separatiiig in August, Congress voted him 
verilahle full powera. Mr. Lincoln lias not abused them ; 
the impetuosity which csisted for a month or two has 
given place to a more reserved attitude ; be seems to 
have called to mind the Hpeecb of our old publicist Jean 
Bodiii ; " The power to do every thing does not give tho 
right to do it." 

Notbinp; is so tempting and so convenient, bnt also so 
dangerous, as full powers. It is reasonable, doubtless, to 
take some exceptional meflsnres when the position itself 
ia exceptional ; the necessities of war ai'o incontestable ; 
a government, surrounded by spies, and whoso plans are 
regularly commnnicated to the enemy, haa a right to de- 
fend itself. Notwitbslmiding, lot us not biiston to believe 
that we shall be mucli stronger, because we are at 
liberty to trample the laws under foot; .there is much 
more strength, upon the whole, in that respect for the 
laws which goes so far as to accept difficulties and extreme 
restraint, rather than liave recourse to arbitrary measures, 

Cmips (tilat have never strengthened any one; it is 
by avoiding coups d'etat that the coup ttitat of the rebel- 
lion will be better suppressed. The law is the great 
strength of the North ; let it not quit it, or let it hasten 
to return to it ! Mr. Lincoln, I doubt not, has bad very 
strong reasons for suspending habeas corpus, for ordering 
arrests, and for suppressing newspapers. There has been 
great exaggeration in saying that the law of the suspected 
haa been put in force, that j\lr. Seward has Issued kttres 
de cachet, and that Fort Lafayette, (what an irony of 
iate !) has been transformed into a Bastile. At all events, 
the Government at Washington comprehended its true 
interests on the d;iy tliiit it restricted the extent of this 
exceptional system. At the present time, it lias nearly 
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disappeared — ^the prisoners of state have been set at lib- 
erty, and the passport system, a moment adopted, has 
been already abolished. 

There are energetic acts from which the president has 
been a thousand times right in not shrinking. The arrest 
of those members of the Maryland Legislature who were 
preparing to vote for secession, and had extended the 
hand to Beauregard, will never be brought as a reproach 
against Gleneral Banks. But other acts would be less 
easy to justify. 

It will be, above all, at the hour of decisive success, 
which will strike ere long, I hope, that we shall be able 
to judge American policy. TEen will be propounded the 
problems of pacification, more important and more diffi- 
cult perhaps than the problems of the struggle. Then 
the question will be to give a contradiction to those who 
announce that the North, incapable of adopting the glo- • 
rions solution furnished it by liberty, can only enter that 
wretched path of punishment, reprisal and distrust which 
leads straight to military despotism. Already, it is urged 
in this direction ; it is put on its guard against the senti- 
ments of " false generosity and false pity" which would 
spare the principal leaders of the rebellion ; it is insisted 
that there shall be, at the end of the struggle, a certain 
number of exemplary punishments. If it were proposed 
to render those men interesting who are far from being 
so at present, and to preserve the germ of new insurrec- 
tions, this would be marvellously well adapted to the pur- 
pose. In the sequel of civil wars, we never lack good 
reasons for erecting the scaffold, and publishing amnesties 
studded with exceptions. Beware ! these amnesties, the 
public conscience calls lists of proscription. It docs not 
like courts of justice to be convoked on the morrow of 
the battle ; in its opinion, the decrees rendered there by 
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the conqueror always resemble vongcaaee more than 
jnstice. How glorious it would be to conquer one's self 
after having conquered the South I Pardon for all, lib- 
erty for all, equality of right for all, this ia the ventjoadce 
of the North. It aeeina aa though the greatneaa of the 
part were fitted to ttmpt it. 

As to the procoedinga which have hitherto accom- 
panied the war, it muat be recognized in full justice that 
they do honor to America, I except tbo Confiscation 
Bills. That of the North ia only a reprisal, I am aware ; 
the South, not content with confiscation, has decreed the 
non-payment of debts. But if the Sontb adopt odions 
measures, is it a reason for the North to ilo as miKh f 

I liasten to add, that it has not done as much. The 
Soulh has gone so far as to prescribe the general confisca- 
tion of property possessed in its territory by Northern 
' citizens. Numoroua deputations having insisted with Mr. 
Lincoln that the North, in turn, should confiscate all 
property within its limits belonging to Southern citizens, 
the Piesident opposed the measure, " But they do it on 
their side," it was objected. — " If they think themselves 
free to commit an act of injustice," the president replied, 
" I have neither the right nor the wish to do so." 

The war, whatever may have been said of it, has not 
for a moment borne the character of cruelty. In spite of 
the principles which seemed opposed to it, the United 
States have not once treated aa rebels, prisoners taken 
with arms in tbcir hands ; the privateers themselves hare 
been spared. 

Upon the whole, there has been fighting, but the hoi^ 
rors which have hitherto polluted civil wars, have been 
avoided with care. Exchanges of prisoners are made 
daily; many obtain their liberty on parole. The pro- 
greasive invasion of the States ia marked neither by de- 
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vastation nor pillage. Mildness has been carried so far as 
to commute the death penalty pronounced in Missouri 
against the wretches who, by burning railroad bridges, had 
caused the death of numerous men, women, and children. 
Lastly, since the commencement of hostilities, the scaffold 
— ^mark well this fact — ^has not yet been erected a single 
time by the North. After the taking of Fort Sumter, 
when treason was everywhere ; after Bull Run, when the 
enemy was marching on Washington, the United States 
had no days of September. 

The South is far from having shown the same modera- 
tion. The terror which has reigned in its bosom for 
years has become still more violent. The vigilance com- 
mittees there have done their well-known work; we 
know from the letters of Mr. Russell, that battalions pro- 
ceeding toward the North, bear before them a coffin on 
which " Abraham Lincoln " is inscribed in large letters. 
As to the war, that of the extreme West, pursued with 
the aid of Indians and pillagers, has shrunk neither from 
conflagration nor more detestable atrocities. ^. . ^ 

It is important to us all that the American institutions 
come out intact from the trial. The solidarity which to- 
day unites all peoples is so great, that nowhere can any 
question be agitated to which we may say that we are 
strangers. It is our own business that is in question ; it 
is the house of oui: neighbor that is hiiming, paries proX' 
imu8 ardet. 

Republic and monarchy aside, the whole world is in- 
terested in the issue of the debate. The success of 
America would be a decisive argument in favor of liberty. 
If liberal institutions come out victorious from a tempest 
where many hoped to see them perish, if it haj)pen for 
the first time that a civil war ends without establishing 



346 TO AUSSICXSS, 

an exceptional system and an excessive concentration of 
power, will this be nothing ? Not only ia tlie abolition 
of slavery a prodigious deed, made to honor our centaiy, 
and the influence of which will make itself felt afar, but 
other problems propounded in the New World will now 
be happily resolved without profit to Euroiie, "We are 
drilling toward democracy; is it indifferent to ua to 
know (what is not yet demonstrated) whether it accords 
with liberty ? Weare struggling mider the cinbarrassmcDt 
of the Koman question; that is, of establishing rdutionj 
between the churches and the state ; shall we Icam 
nothing on the day that wc see how much the i-iclory of 
the American Government baa l>een ftcilitat«d by the 
faet that it has not had to trouble itself about thf churches, 
and that the political conflict could not become compli- 
cated with a religious one ? 



I 



CHAPTER m. 



ABOLITION OF SLAVEBY. 



I DO not wish to repeat what I have said elsewhere, 
but to sum up in a few words the results of our study on 
this essential point. 

What is henceforth important is, not that abolition 
maybe effected — this, no one can prevent ; but, that it may 
be by the desire of the American Government. To know 
one's duty is sometimes more difficult than to do it ; now, 
the duty of the United States is not perhaps as yet suffi- 
ciently known to them. They have comprehended and 
accepted the necessity of arresting the extension of 
slavery ; it remains for them to comprehend and accept 
the necessity of abolishing it; that is, of taking measures 
immediately for this end. Without in any manner mak- 
ing an abolition war, without arming the negroes, without 
making a change of front which would divide the North 
and alarm the Border States, the American Government 
may fully pave the way for the decisive struggle which 
alone can give to the present crisis the character of a 
crisis of uprising. Slavery, as the great enemy and ol> 
stacle to reconciliation, should receive its death blow. 
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Let its slow and progressive extinction bo proclmmed — 
this ia natural ; let an indemnity be accorded — tbis is ex- 
cellent policy ; but let no half-way measures be adopted- 
Half-way measures embitter ; thorough meaaares have in 
themselves a tranquillizing power. The South itself seems 
to have been willing to prepare tho way for this great re- 
form — in cauttiog offers of progresaivo emancipatioa, mora 
or less in earnest, to be presented to Europe, the South 
Las taken away from tha most timorous minds and the 
most dismayed interests of the Free, or tho Border States, 
the right to be scandalized, when Mr. Lincoln shall ao- 
complish gainst the rebellion what Mr. Davis proposed 
to accomplish for it. 

Honest men willnotbelacting, when the hour of great 
successes shall have struck, to entreat j\[r. Lincoln to do 
nothing. To abstain, seems always the height of wisdom ; 
it is sometimes the height of folly. To abstain, in certain 
cases, is to act. If, contrary to all appearances, Congress 
and the President should put an end to the rebellion with- 
out putting an end to slavery ; if the cause of the evil 
should survive, America would not be long in paying 
dearly for such an error. 

Until now, I have comprehended all the circumspec- 
tion used ; I shall still comprehend it in the future. Re- 
serve action for time, pnt aside abrupt and violent sys- 
tems, but, in Heaven's name, be resolved, and do not 
leave the enemy in possession of the field. 

This enemy will bo no longer what it has been, that is 
certain ; slavery can no longer set itself up as master ; it 
will remain on the defensive. Is this a reason, however, 
for not demanding that tho Southern Slates, in due form 
of law, shall give their assent, witliout delay, to abolition? 
Otliorwise, what fatal agitation will ensue both in the 
South and the Border States! What an obstacle to 
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trae union, the tranquillizing of minds and the fusion of 
interests I 

It would be to keep up irritation, to maintain antag- 
onism, to necessitate military occupation, lastingly to 
prevent American institutions, and to secure before long 
the renewal of the rebellion, to set to work in any other 
way. There will be in the South neither the immigra- 
tion of free labor, nor the formation of a middle class, nor 
the definitive fell of the violent party, until the principle 
of abolition shall be laid down in terms that will permit 
of no return. Then, only, the aspect of things will change ; 
the raising of negroes will have an end ; deprived at once 
of the domestic and foreign slave trade, slavery will van- 
ish, the problem will be resolved. Then, too, will be 
produced the so much contested unity and homogeneous- 
ness of the American people. 

What has been the question during the past year? 
To know whether slavery will kill the Union, or whether 
the Union will kill slavery. That Mr. Lincoln may be 
convinced of it, God will hold closed all the avenues that 
lead to peace, until justice shall be satisfied. Durable 
peace, peace worthy of the name, peace which a second 
time will found the United States, this peace the Amer- 
ican people cannot taste. until it has first nobly and abso- 
lutely done its duty. 

This will take place, whether the Union be established, 
or the separation of a few States be accepted. Yes, even 
in assuming this last, painful hypothesis, we shall not 
have to doubt the uprising of the United States. ^ . 

America will remain one of the most powerful nations j 
of earth. Resolutely resigning itself, and turning its gaze ; 
within, it will consecrate itself to a glorious work. To j 
complete the abolition of slavery within its own borders, '" 
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to suppress all traces of dictatorship, to reestablish the 

free workinga of its institutions, to return to material 
prosperity, to a prosperity better than the former — this 
would be no insignificant enterprise. 

Many men less confident than myself, are obstinate in 
believing that so long as separation does not take plat-e, 
the amalgamation of principles will subsist. They wish 
the North to constitute a purely abolition State. They 
think this the only means of dissoh'ing the democratic 
parly, and destroying the thought of compromise. It 
seems to them, that, slavery being concentrated on one 
side and liberty on the other, it would be to the advaa- 
tage of every one. The consUtational tranBlbrmatioa 
which abolition supposes, might be accomplished with the 
majorities required by the compact ; every thing would 
go on, therefore, in a more regular and surer manner. 

I comprehend this point of view, which is not my own. 
Once more, if the question were to choose between Union 
without abolition, and abolition without Union, I woidil 
vote for the latter, certain that it alone could accord with 
the honor and greatness of the United States. The mis- 
erable Union which would be purchased by an act of 
cowardice, would not he worth the trouble of picking 
up ; it would tarnish the cause of America, and com- 
promise its future. 

To decrease materially and increase morally is not to 
decrease. This peoiile would uprise — this people, which 
would no longer represent any thing but liberty, this peo- 
ple, which would have affranchised its institutions and 
policy, and which, surrounded by nnivcrsal esteem, would 
advance with the Divine blessing toward its noble des- 
tinies. It would consccr.ite itself to the fruitful work of 
abolition in the Border States, it would give to the Bor- 
der Stales that unexampled prosperity which they will 



ABOUnON. 351 

enjoy, the day that they shall be penetrated by free labor ; 
it would give to the prosperity of the Border States the 
enduriDg lesson of the wretched and fallen South. 

Its first duty is its first interest. It finds itself in one 
of those privileged positions, where the apparent discords 
of politics and morality become effaced, one after the 
other. It is about to be judged by its acts, not its words. 
Kow, let us confess it, if its acts have often been good, 
they have not always been so. Abolition will be effected. 
Of that I have no doubt, but the conduct of the North 
toward the free colored race is as yet little modified ; it 
remains as a cruel contradiction, which the North gives 
in person to its speeches against slavery. These five 
hundred thousand men, who endure there the iniquities 
and outrages of which every one is cognizant, seem to ac- 
cuse of hypocrisy the nevertheless sincere declarations of 
the orators of liberty. 

At the door of the meetings where Mr. Sumner is ap- 
plauded, at the door of the churches where Mr. Beecher 
eloquently stigmatizes slavery, at the door of the journals 
where the crime of the South is denounced, the crime of 
the North remains standing. This is sad — it should 
change. Do you remember, citizens of America, do you re- 
member the bitter speech ? " They wish to be free, and 
they do not know how to be just." Be just, become just, 
I entreat you I Compromise yourselves sacredly for jus- 
tice ! Do precisely the thing which costs you the most, it 
will be the best in the eyes of men as in the eyes of God I 
I have sought in your public newspapers for symptoms 
of an indispensable change, and, I grieve to say, I have 
not found them. Where are the churches that have set 
the example ? If there be those which accept both blacks 
and whites as members, which open their pews without 
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distinction of color to blacks and whites, which take dis* 
cipUnary measures against whoever Las been wanting in 
i-ospeot to a negro — if there be aoch churches, why do wo 
not know of them ? We are bound to rise to the level of 
our cause. The cause of the Americana of the North i» 
great ; they will grow, it is inevitable. In demanding of 
the South a colossal saciifice in the name of the law und 
the gospel, they will feel that the law and the gosjiol can- 
not remain long disregarded by themselves. 

The law and the gospel are still disregarded, and to a 
point of which we can with difficulty form an idea. Who 
would believe that, in the present year of 1862, the con* 
ventioii charged \nth revising the constitution of UUnoi^ 
entertained a proposition designed to banish all negroes 
from the State ? This infamous proceeding was of course 
rejected; but, I scarcelydare say it, twenty-one votes were 
found in its support. Twenty-one citizens of a free State, 
in spite of the law, Cliristianity, and the commonest rules 
of humanity, wished this, supported this ! I knew well 
that the prejudice of color reigned above all in the West, 
I was not ignorant of the gcogr.apliical, political, and so- 
cial reasons which served as its basis, — nevertheless, I 
would have never imagined that it could go so far aa 
this, at the very hour iu which it was combating the cot- 
ton States, which had rebelled in the name of slaverj-, at 
the very hour when it laid claim, with reason, to the sym- 
pathies of Europe. 

There is a wjiolc past of infamy to repudiate in the 
North, and I consider it a duty to say something respect- 
ing it. — We will lay aside every thing exceptional, the 
sale of lots in certain cemeteries, vrilh this condition, pub- 
licly expressed : " No colored persons will be buried 
here;" the violent and unpunished demoliijon of an es- 
tablishment fur ]iii;]ier instruction, founded in New Ham|K 
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Bbiroy — an estftblishment sanctioned by the legislatare, 
and which proposed to receive, without distinction, youths 
of the white and the colored race. We will content our- 
selves with once more recalling the fact (such things can- 
not be too often denounced) that in the greater part of 
the churches white men alone are admitted, that, if a 
small space be reserved near the door for colored persons, 
they cannot occupy any other place without being imme- 
diately expelled, and that it is taken very ill if they ap- 
proach the communion — yes, the communion — ^before the 
whites have partaken of the sacrament. Let a colored 
woman go to a watering place on account of her health ; 
as soon as she approaches the spring, the cup is snatched 
from her hand, and she is threatened with ill treatment 
if she dare return. Let another enter a public vehicle ; 
she will find wretches there to take her by the throat and 
forcibly eject her ; and, what is most serious, — for there 
are cowards every where — the courts will refuse to re- 
ceive her complaint, on the ground that her presence has 
shocked the public sentiment. It is said that there is a 
vehicle to be seen to-day in the streets of New York, 
bearing the significant inscription, " Colored persons al- 
lowed in this car." 

What is to be said of the decisions taken in Ohio and 
Illinois, sometimes to hamper the settling of colored men 
on the territory of the State, sometimes to expel the 
greater number, sometimes to dispute to them even the 
exercise of the right of petition ? I will not dwell on 
these acts, which are already of ancient date, and which 
doubtless would not be renewed to-day. Still less would 
I wish to expatiate on the monstrous doctrines which, sev- 
eral times, have authorized all colored men, condemned to a 
fine which they were unable to pay, to he put up for sale. 
This belongs to ancient history, not so ancient, however. 
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that it may not be useful to ineditato on at the present 
time. The proposition which waa discussed thu otber 
day ID niinoia proves tiiat progress-on this point is cfTccted 
with lamentable slotniess. 

A number of Northern States might be cited wliicfa 
refuse to colored men the quality of citizens, which rcfose 
them in fact the e:tercise of political rights, which do not 
even accept tlieir testimony in law. The example given 
by New York, which, in 1857, constitution ally proclaimed 
complete equality,ha3 not been generally followed, OUier 
States, I will cite Pennsylvania, seem rather to retrograde. 

Such 18 the crime of the North. And let no one aeek 
to extenuate it by saying that the Sonth carries much fiir« 
tlicr the violation of the rights of the free colored race. 
The champions of liberty have different obligations and 
different responsibilities, I presume, from the defenders 
of slavery. Yes, the South refuses, much more than the 
North, to accept the testimony of men of color. Y'es^ 
the South, not content with debarring them the entrance 
to the common schools, does not usually permit them to 
have schools of their own. Yes, the South goes so far as 
to reduce free negroes to slavery ; here, because they 
have married persons of the white race, there, because 
they have given refuge to a fugitive, in another place, for 
the solo fiict that they have taken the liberty to remain in 
the State after their cmanciiiation, or because they have 
passed through it. But, once more, the enormities of 
the South do not excuse those of tlie North. 

I have h.Tsteucd to place by the aide of these detcsta^ 
blc facts, other facts which show that the North is begin- 
ning to be disquieted at its crime, and that, if its progress 
be slow, much too slow, notwithstanding, it is not abso- 
lutely void. 

The proposition made in the last Message will be first 
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remembered — ^two black republics for the first time, will 
have representatives at Washington !* 

It is known, next, that a colored man, the Rev. Mr. 
Gamett, has received a formal passport from the Secre- 
tary of State, which recognizes him as an American citizen, 
contrary to the usage established hitherto, contrary to | 
the opinion expressed by the Supreme Court under the 
presidency of Mr. Buchanan. 

A colored lawyer has been recently admitted as a 
member of the bar in Boston. He is the third, moreover, , 
who pleads thus, on a footing of equality with the whites, | 
in the courts of this city. j 

If the West in general is still ruled by the unworthy 
prejudice of color. New England, accustomed to generous 
initiatives, applies more and more the principle of human 
equality ; usually, she has no black schools ; her colored 
chOdren are not set apart. Let us add, that they dis- 
tinguish themselves by their progress, and that it often 
happens that they arc the first in their class. The Rev. 
Mr. Fi8ch,f of whom I borrow this detail with several 
others, relates that he questioned these children on the 
geography of France. "They pointed out to me the 
course of our rivers," says he, " better than is ordinarily 
done in our own schools. There are not many Parisian 
children who know much about the Susquehanna, Dela- 
ware, and Chesapeake. I have heard young negresses ex- 
plain the laws of gravitation, and point out the diameter, 
gravity and distance from the earth of the different plan- 
ets. In the colored Academy at Philadelphia, founded 

* Let 118 hope thatHayti will not entertain the strange idea of permit- 
ting herself to bo represented by a white man. This has been pretended, 
but I will not believe it. 

f See the series of articles which he published in the Revue ChrS- 
tienne after his visit to the United States. 

16 
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by the Quakers, I have asked yonng girls to conrtrue fiw 
me at sight a portion of the ^ueld, I have done th« 
same with the Greek Testament." 

The country which baa opened the mixed schoob of 
New England, the country which, in a less liberal tboDght, 
has founded the colored schools of Pennsylvania and New 
York, — this country will learn ere long the respect due 
to man, whatever may bo the color of his skin. It is not 
the future that disquiets me, but the present ; I am jeal- 
ous of the honor of the United States, and I wh\i that 
they themselves, on the spot, by a generous impulse, 
might place the reform of the North by tbo side of the 
denmiciatiou of the cr'mie of the South. 

Never was a moment more serious. After the politi- 
cal crisis, after the military crisis, after the commercial 
crisis, the crisis of success may suddenly supervene. Then 
will bo the time when men will intrigue and embroil 
questions to their hearts' content ; then will be the time 
when evil counsels will crowd in, from within and without, 
from America and Europe. Therefore I am far from 
Baying, like some persons, that It is henceforth useless 
to lay down principles, to examine the hue of conduct 
to be held, and to study problems. Material triumph, 
supposing it complete, will resolve nothiiig by itself. The 
internal and external dangers will all subsist, to appear 
again to-morrow, next year, who knows ? if the true solu- 
tions be not immediately applied. Yes, to-day it is ne- 
cessary to look backward, to-day it is necessary to collect 
one's thoughts, to-day, it is necessary to take account of 
the real nature of the conflict, to-day it is necessary to 
tell the truth to the whole world, the truth which alone 
raises anew and cures. 

After so many hopes ihllen one by one, the friends of 
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the South still preserve two, to which they cling in des- 
pair for their cause. Thej would like, in case that the 
Union be reestablished, at least to maintain slavery ; that 
is to say, the cause of discord, that is to say, the chance 
of a new rebellion, attempted under better auspices ; they 
would like, above all, to persuade Europe that the Union 
will not be reestablished. 

Have they not dared announce to us even now that 
amicable separation was about to be accomplished ? Have 
not several members of the English Parliament, Earl 
Russell himself declared that before two months, we 
may, perhaps, see the North admit the independence of 
the South ? — ^Every thing is possible, I grant ; but this is 
the least possible thing that could be imagined. It is 
difficult to believe that the victories of the North will 
result in the complete victory of the pretensions of the 
South. This rumor is, doubtless, but a last consolation 
which those give themselves who, for a year, have not 
ceased to build all their plans on the definitive character 
of Southern secession. 

As to compromises, as to the political weakness which, 
in order to win back the South, would avoid touching the 
question of slavery, I have already said what were the 
reasons for fearing as well as for being reassured. Cer- 
tain so-called moderate counsels always make themselves 
easily welcomed; but, on the other side, the American 
opinion is formed, and the great enemy is henceforth 
known. It is now almost impossible to spare it. 

The peril would bo especially grave, if the idea of 
calling a convention, and thus, with the South, recon- 
structing the general Constitution, should succeed in 
gaining admission. J like to believe that Mr. Lincoln will 
put aside with a firm hand these revolutionary proceed- 
ings. He has struggled for the Constitution, why not 
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maintain the Constitution? Would it not be g^Iorionsto 
arrive at the eud of this fomiidable career without b*T- 
iug modified the programmea of the beginning ? Here u 
the Constitution ; it is reestablished, or rather, it con- 
tinues to impose its laws in sphe of every thing, and to 
the advantage of every one. Iso extraordinary power, 
convention or any other, has been put in action; the 
iudependeuce of the States, self-government remans 
Btanding. 

A plan is recommended at this moment, in the name 
of some of the principal tt^dcrs of the abolition party, 
which would overthrovr the Constitution, destroy the 
independence of the States, and pave the way for centnd 
dG:ij)olism. To siiiipress the Staffs which have taken 
part in the rebellion, to organize and govern them like 
territories, such is the means which it is sought to adopt 
in order more rapidly to abolish slavery, 

I do not believe that abolition would gain much by 
being effected too quickly. The essential point is that it 
be effected, and that the principle be laid down irrevoca- 
bly. It woidd be easy to attain this end by scrupulously 
remaining witliin the limits of constitutional orthodoxy, 
by using only the right which the preceding sessions of 
Congress have iised tliemselvcs, by respecting (this com- 
prises every thing) the boundary which separates the 
political and general action of the n.ition from the local 
and admiuistr.itive action of the States. Independently 
of the acts which may be accomplished during the war 
according to the terms of the doctrine of John Quincy 
Adams, important measures can and should be voted. 

For this decisive act, there will be a single hour, the 
value of which will be beyond appreciation, and by which 
the United States will doubtless know bow to profit — it 
is the hour that will complete their victories. A little 
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Booner or a little later, it will come, I hope ; I have faith 
in the iinal triumph. Then, the States who have taken 
part Id the rebellion, wiU he still in a state of anarchy ; 
they will not yet have eleetcd representatives to the 
Congrcsa at Washington. Their absence, for which they 
can accuse none but themaclres, will secure to Mr. lin- 
coin the needful majority. 

What is Uiere to prevent the adoption, at this moment, 
of n scries of roBolutions designed definitively to settle the 
lat« of slavery ? To abrogate the Fugitive Slave Law, 
to nippresB slavery in the District of Columbia, to inter- 
dict domestic slave trade ; to decide that no new slave 
State shall be hencofnrth admitted, and tlmt all the terri- 
tories shall belong to ft'ciidoni, to olTcr lastly an indemnity 
to such States as, within a given timu, shall decree pro- 
grcasive abolition,* all this is strictly constitutional. Tiiis 
is not to say that it would excite no opposition ; such 
there would be, pcriiaps, even in the Border States; tlie 
paBsions of slavery are not accustomed to jicld easily. 
Bat it is precisely because it may be opposed and reftiscd, 
that the right of States will be seriously rospocted. To 
(top at this series of moaHitres, 13 to put aside all violent 
intrusion into the internal affairs of tho South. 

Yet, notwith8tandin<;, it is to decide the question as 
well, or rather a hundred times better than would bo 
done by exceptional measures. The oppositions will 
fidl one after the other before the irresistible power of 
the movement wlilcb is being wrought. America will 
tfau obtain the triple result of maintaining intact tho 

* If the iadcmnity Ix? fiioil, as naa Jane in Frnnco and Enelniid, at 
ibaDt 1200, It will bo a total c:(jh'tvsc of ?S()l>,lXKl,Oi.>0, ir)iic:l], oppor- 
fioned OTW twenty Ti'ara, will impouc on each yenr a hurdi-n of ?'ie,- 
WN^OOO. KcTcr will cxinmsc more glorioiu or more productive luve 
ha (Mered ia aoy bii<lK<;> '■ 
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institations in the name of which it has combated, of 
securing the at oace prudent and certain extinction of 
slavery, and of solidly founding the Union. 

I do not pretend, of course, to draw np such a pro- 
ject ; such audacity wonld ill befit mc. I have beea only 
desirous to show that the United States are not reduced 
to choose between the subversive plan projected by an 
extreme party, and the complete letting alone of another 
party no lesa extreme, composed of old democrats and 
the citizens of the Border States. 

These last go on repeating that slavery will fall if no 
one meddhs with it. This ia true to a certain point, but 
it is essential to meddle with it. Do not be too snrc that 
the war !ms restilved the question, that the party con- 
quered with arms in hand will be also conquered politi- 
cally, that the country now will be governed in the 
interest of liberty, that things will go on as it wore of 
themselves, that detestable laws will be no longer execu- 
ted, that the institutions of the South, without protection 
and without future, will die a natural death. I recognize 
all this, I know that it is given to no one henceforth 
to prevent, whether by attempts at ignoble negotiation or 
by a culpable letting alone, the great progress which is 
about to be accomplished. Yet, notwithstanding, how 
scandalous, slioidd there be negotiation or letting alone ! 

It is of importance to the honor of America that she 
should herself draw the moral conclusion of this formid- 
able conflict. She will have peace only at this price ; she 
will h.ave Union only at this price; she will have the 
sympathies of the world only at this price. And the sym- 
pathies of the world, let her not forget, have been, are, 
and will be her chief strength. 

At the present time, facts are needed, decisive facts, 
which will shut the mouth of the enemies of America. 
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To hear them, the reestablishment of the Union would 
have no other effect ^* than to replace slavery under the 
asgis of the Federal Constitdtion." They always return 
to the point of separation ; when the United States shall 
have thus accorded to the rebellion all that it pretended 
to obt^, it will be readily admitted that they have cast 
out of their bosom the leprosy of slavery, that they form 
at length a true republic ; sympathies will then be ac- 
corded them. 

If Mr. Lincoln, as I think, is little disposed to accept 
separation, if he cares little to treat with rebels, if the 
idea of a treaty concluded through the mediation, and 
under the guarantee of Europe pleases him indifferently, 
he is bound to prove ere long that the reestablishment of 
the Union will not take place without laying down in 
£u;t, and much more surely than all treaties, the principle 
of progressive abolition. 

To attain this end, it would be fitting perhaps to ad- 
dress first the Border States. In aiding emancipation 
among them, a first very considerable result would be 
obtained, a few of the intermediate would be trans- 
formed into Northern States ; they would be attached 
V indissolubly to the national centre, and insurrection and 
slavery would be confined within constantly narrowing 
limits. 

This, moreover, could not suffice. As the Government 
at Washington does not propose to rectify the frontiers 
of the free States, but to reestablish in the slave States 
the authority of the common Constitution, it should think 
also of these last. They may have to decide, in the 
plenitude of their independence, between the prudent 
abolition which would be facilitated to-day by the indem- 
nity promised by the Union, and the formidable chances 
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of a fttnre in which tbe resurrection of the chsnces of tho 
slavery party can in no event find pbce. 

Tbiia conceived, the proportion of indemnity Tonld 
onan-cr to all the necesMties of the position in America 
aud in Europe, It is self-evident that other meiisures will 
follow in the train of the principal one ; it is the essence 
of a moral conflict such as this to increase, do what ona 
may, tho moral power of the Government and of Congress 
Subtle interpretations of the Constitution will have Bmall 
chance, henceforth, against the need of a oppressing abom- 
inable in&mies ; no one will be persuaded that aelf-gor- 
emment implies the right to suppress marriage at one's 
pleasure, to destroy the family, to sell separately aud 
carry away the father, mother, and children, any more 
th;in it ini])lius ihii li^^ht of tlio ^Mormoii^ iilso to attack 
the family in their way, by establishing polygamy. 

The Presidoot and Congresa may therefore lay down 
tho principle of indemnity, and secure the approaching 
success of progressive abolition, without having recourse, 
I trust, to those extreme acts of general emancipation, 
proclaimed through military power, which the prolonga- 
tion and exasperation of the struggle might bring about, 
Tlie independence of the States will be protected with 
jealous care. It will be doubtless indispensable to pro- 
vide for certain necessities which will result from the 
armed siriiggle. If the United Slates win, they should 
appoint provisional governors, and secure the working of 
some sort of an administration, while waiting till the 
regular order bo reeatablislied. The essential point is that 
this period of ti'ansition be as brief as possible. The pro- 
visional governors will have no other mission than to 
reorganize the insurgent States, to put again in force the 
national constitution, to administer the oath of allegiance, 
and to reinstate all liberties, including the liberty of oppo- 
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ntion. It is daring this time, which will separate the 
state of war from the state of completed reorganizatioD, 
that CoDgress, composed as yet almost exclusively of 
Northern representatives, will pass, I suppose, all the acts 
destined to regulate the new position of slavery, to resume 
the healthy tradition of the fathers of the Republic, — of 
those illustrious men, all enemies of servile institutions, — to 
exhaust, lastly, in this end the rights of the national gov- 
ernment, without doing violence to the rights of the local 
governments. 

Perhaps I should enter here upon the study of the 
social problem which will some day succeed the problem 
of abolition ; but I have made it a rule unto myself not to 
repeat in this volume what I have said in my preceding 
work. 

We are told that emancipation will bring grave diffi- 
culties in its train I Who doubts it ? No one has yet 
discovered the means of effecting a colossal transforma- 
tion without suffering. I add, however, that of all the 
forms which this inevitable crisis may put on, none is less 
alarming than that of a progressive abolition peaceably 
accomplished, with the powerful assistance of an indemni- 
ty, with the still more powerful assistance of Northern 
capital returning to give life to Southern cultures. Com- 
pare with this prospect, that of abolition violently accom- 
plished by war, or, if you like better, that of abolition ac- 
complished willingly or unwillingly by the Southern Con- 
federacy under outside pressure. Here, all is constraint, 
all is misery ; — a community subverted, ruined, menaced, 
impotent, forced imceasingly to guard its frontiers, having 
neither money nor hands to replace the slavery which it 
loses. I marvel at those who wish things to go on thus, 
who consider definitive separation as an ideal, and who 

16* 
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fancy in this manner U> serve the caoso of abolition I It 
will bo a had recommendation tc it for men to believe 
tliemselvea authorized to gay: " Abolition is elTectod, aod 
the South has become a desert." 

It will be quite otherwise with abolition wrought i 
those conditions of vigor, prosperity, and political booUk^ 
— pardon mo the eipreasion — ^which the South will ae- 
euro by its return to the Union. A great people will be 
there, with unceasingly increasing resources, interested in 
resuscitating the euttnres of the South. It wiU then ho- j 
come possible to render healthy the swamp lands, to intra- I 
duce the improved machinery and processes which wfll * 
facilitate the employment of European workmen. The»^J 
will come by degrees, while slavery itself will fall back b 
dr-f^rccB, furnishing still for a certain number 
labor which could not be found immediately elsewhere, 
and permitting the transition to be managed with care,* 

But let US not delude ourselves ; it will be in vain that 
we surround affranchisement with all necessary precau- 
tions, if the prejudice of color is to subsist as it is. Af- 
franchisement is only the end of the present solution; 
another question, still graver, and upon wliich I am anx- 
ious to dwell, will demand to be resolved in the United 
States. The question of race will subsist there when the 
question of slavery is settled; when America is no longer 



• I have refraineU from laking iolo account here an dcmont of suc- 
cess which might be <lisputcd, but n-liich I believe to be of the highest 
importance. The influence of the gospci umong Ihc Blnvea hna created 
honda n-hich ni!l he broken with difficnllT. For the maintenance of 
order, for the prcserTaliori of labor, it ia not a mailer of iodiffcrence that 
Bouls hare been moved by the Christian faith. The rtisper«ion will alao, 
perhaps, cncounlcr an obstacle in the attachment inapirtKl in the poor ne- 
gro by the church. 
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To transform the slave into a Pariah would be small 
progress. The question is not to throw upon the side 
walks of great cities a multitude of unfortunates, repulsed 
from honest occupations, deprived of the rights belonging j 
to every citizen, condemned, as it were, to wretchedness ! 
and degradation ; the question is no more to undertake i 
a gigantic deportation, hurling violently on AJfrica, St. 
Domingo, Florida, or some other comer of the earth i 
reserved for them, and where they will be speedily sub- ; 
jected to an exceptional regime, these four millions of 
men, called to liberty. 

« Such a liberty, derisive and lying, would arouse feelings j 
of universal reprobation against America. It is not ! 
allowable to be just by halves ; those who do good are 
under the happy obligation of being unable to stop on 
the road, and of going further than they had at first pro- 
jected. America is condemned, thank God I to go on 
to^he end of her glorious enterprise. 

Enterprises like this succeed only by going on to the 
end. There, there alone, are encountered beneficial 
solutions ; there all becomes simple, because all has be- 
come just. The difficulties will fall one after the other 
fi'om the day that Christian and liberal America accepts 
all the consequences of her principle ; from the day that 
she consents to say : " We are about to apply henceforth, 
restricting it in nothing, the fundamental dogma of our 
constitution ; the time must come when none but free- 
men shall be found among us, and when all free men 
shall be truly equal. We have not to trouble ourselves 
to know how the free negro race which will soon 
be affranchised will be distributed over our territory. 
Perhaps it will accumulate in certain regions, perhaps it 
will be gradually effaced before the waves of European 
immigration ; in going where it suits it to go, in doing 
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what it snita it to do, it will make oae of its right. Til*' 
respect of right will be now our policy." 
r-^ There is but one saving policy ; it is that which ao* 
cnmplisbes the decrees of jastioe. It is in v&in to cry: 
"On to Ridimond!" unless you cry at the same time, 
"On to justice I" Supported by these three great 
measures, progressive abolition, voluntarily decreed, ijv 
domnity accorded to the masters, and equality secured to 
the a£franchised negroes, America will confound its catuni* 
niators, and gain lor all bumauity the greatest liberal 
- contest of our times. 
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Oaco laid down by it, the principle of abolition ^^jll' 
make the tour of the globe. It n-ill visit Brasil, Spai(^l 
Portugal, and Holland; it will go to Liberia, and Si> 
Leone, to fortify these advance posts of liberty on African 
Boil ; it will penetrate that vast Africa which travellers, 
and above all, missionaries, are on the way to discover ; 
it will drive back the wretches who are oven now pursu- 
ing on the banks of the While Nile, their cruel chase of 
men, women, and little children; it will go unio Asia, 
unto the Mussulman world, to awaken questions torpid 
for centuries. 

The American crisis is one of the events of which God 
makes use to move the world. No one can tell where its 
consequences will stop; but we can say from this time, 
that the United Stales, in cffecling the abolition of slavery 
within their limils, will have done more than England 
herself for the cause of aftranchisement ; they will have 
given a signal which all, whether willing or unwilling, 
will be constrained to obey. However lofty may be the 
ambition of a great people, it seems to me that it ought 
to be content with this. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



GREATNESS OF THE FUTD5E. 



I MiaHT have elaborated the preceding chapter. It 
has seemed to me more in conformity with the general 
character of this stady, as also with the duties imposed on 
me by my position as a foreigner, not to present plans, 
properly called, for the solution of these two connected 
problems — ^the abolition of slavery, and the rules of con- 
duct to be adopted toward the free colored race. 

Of the two problems, the second is not the one pre- 
senting the less difficulties ; it will need a heroic impulse 
of the Christian conscience. The prejudice of skin is so 
closely interwoven with American manners, that even 
colored men, they who suffer from it, are not the less 
eager to obey it. When free blacks form volunteer regi- 
ments in the South, they oflen observe the gradation 
of shades with significant scrupulousness ; the first 
company is almost white, the second a little dark^, and 
so on to the last, the soldiers of which are as black as jet ; 
no man in the United States cares to mingle with those 
whose skin is less transparent than his own. 

As to abolition, the reader will remark the care which 
I have taken, not to counsel any measure which wouljd 
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not be strictly conetilutional. I should have grossly con- 
tradicted myself, if, after Laving advised Americana to 
preserve their iustitutions, and resemble at the end of the 
struggle as nearly as possible what they were in its be- 
ginning, I had urged them to violate these inslitulioiis 
themselves in their fiindamental principle. The liberty 
of the States is no less important to maintain, than the 
sovereignty of the nation. A rebelhon f^ainst the Con- 
stitution should not be combated by a rebellion in tha 
opposite direction, and the two original features of the 
American organisation should neither perish in the 
furnace of civil war. It would be glorious to flee the 
TJnited States come out of it with their local independence, 
as well as their civil unity, having left nothing but slavery 
in the battle, like the three young Jews of Babylon, who 
came out of the flames as they had been thrust into tbem, 
with the exception of their chajns. 

Let the fire devour the chains, but nothmg more !* 

' I cntrpnt those vho dispute the constitutional ctiamrter of the 
mesauros pointed out in tbc preceding cbaplur, lo viaaiiiic them in this 
point of view. 

The oCTer of abolition with indemnity leaves sub^sttng the independ- 
ence of the States ; I need not revtrt to it. 

Tlic abrogation of the bill of 1850 concerning fugitive slaves may 
legally tnke place, since Congress is at liberty lo revoke what it was at 
liberty to pass. Until further orders, the act of Fi'bruflry 13, 1793, will 
doubtless remain, which, by virtue of a stipulation of the Federal Con- 
stitution, authorizes the owners of slaves to seek those who lia^e Sed, to 
seize tliem wherever they may find them, ami lake them before the niaps- 
trale. But this act, as we know, does not command any public officer lo 
second such pursuit. It remained witliout efleet so long a« the detest- 
able bill of 1850 had not come lo give it life and force Liy the creation 
of special commissioners, eharp^d with elTectiiig the seizure of fugitive 
slaves. Who will be made to believe, after what has just passed, that 
the South would have much reason lo complain, if an advanlage wera 
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Thns win open before the Union that noble career, in 
which, through obstacles, through sacrifices, through 
TictorieB over its enemies, and, above all, over itself, it will 
advance toward the greatness of the future. It belongs 
to the Americans to demonstrate by irrefutable proof, 
that they are a great people, and a people on the way to 
uprise. 

withdrawn fh>m it with which it yery well dispensed for fifty-seycn years, 
from 1798 to 1850 ? 

The interdiction of the domestic slaye-trade comes within the powers 
of €k>ngrefl8. If it has suppressed the African slave-trade, it has shown 
no more hesitation (as former deliberations proYc) in regulating the con- 
ditions of the transportation of slaves in the interior. It has even abol- 
ished the domestic slave-trade, by an express act, in the District of Co- 
lumbia. The matter belongs to the National authority, not to that of the 
local Governments. 

As to the most important measure which would close the territories 
to slavery, its legality is clear ; for, under the ancient Constitution of the 
United States, which exaggerated beyond measure the independence of 
the States, the celebrated ordinance of July 13, 1787, was decreed. It 
excluded slavery from all the Northwest territory ; it was by virtue of 
this ordinance that Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, Indiana, and Illinois, were 
preserved (sometimes, indeed, despite themselves) from contact with the 
" peculiar institution.** The present Constitution, adopted shortly after 
the ordinance of July 13, has not diminished these supreme attributes of 
Congress ; Article IV. states explicitly that Congress shall have power to 
dispose of the territories, and of all other properties belonging to the 
United States, and to establiith on the subject all the regulations and 
measures which it may deem fitting. The sole exception to the rule is 
encountered naturally in the territories which, detached from tbe States 
of Virginia, Geoi^a, and Carolina, were ceded by them only on the ex- 
press condition that Congress, renouncing its normal right over these ter- 
ritories, should prohibit therein any measure opposed to slavery. 

Finally, the action of Congress being sovereign in the District of Co- 
lumbia, abolition can evidently be proclaimed there without in any wise 
violating the Constitution. This is so true, that this abolition has been 
many times discussed, especially in 1847, on the proposition of Mr. 
Lincoln. 
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A great people ! it is said. Does it mfflco to bo 
great to occupy rv great territory, to have great cloarings, 
gieat plaulatJons, great banks, and great warchousea? 
Do you not see how mediocre every thing is in America, 
and how far its hero, Washington, brave, courageous, and 
sensible as he was, is from equalling the stature of a CVsar 
or Napoleon ? Are we to admire those revolutionary 
Puritans, before whom the conservative elements of so- 
dety Lave disappeared, one after the other, apd who iiave 
almost erected id to an idol the will of the greaternumbcr? 
Does this rabble of great cities, which burns now a con- 
vent and tben a hospital, do these Vigilance Committees, 
which apply Lynch law, these Plug Uglies, who statn tlia 
elections with blood, to suit their needs, afford subject 
for panegyrics ? Is levelling liberty ? Does the system- 
atic exclusion of higher classes and higher minds do 
honor to the democracy of the Now World ? Do we 
find consolation in meeting, here polygamous Mormons, 
there conventions presided over by women, in which the 
"riglits of women" are expounded, everywhere men 
barbed with revolvers, and ready to do justice to them- 
selves, as is done among the savages ? 

It is easy to frame an accusation, when we thus con- 
dense in a single picture, all the misdeeds of a nation ; 
what is accidental and what is general, what hajjpens only 
in a few corrupt cities, in which immigrants from our 
Europe flow unceasingly, and that which is met in the 
whole country ; finally, what takes place in all democi-acies, 
and what characterizes that of the United Slates. Is 
this just? Are we to jndge America by what it bad be- 
come under the yoke of the slavery party, and refuse t(i 
see what it is to-day ? lias not the liistory of America 
for the past year demonstrated to the blindest, that a 
great people is foimd there ? Here is a democracy which 
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restrains itself which gov^ms itself, which never forgets 
itself in the darkest days ; it has massacred no one, it has 
not once disturbed the peace of the public streets, it has 
accepted, followed and respected its elected leaders, it 
has suffered, under the most exciting circumstances^ a 
policy of peace to be pursued toward Europe. Where 
we have unceasingly (even yesterday again) predicted 
excesses, acts of violence, disasters, lack of discipline, 
impotence, anarchy, and bankruptcy, it has known how 
to place order, firmness, the organization of armies, the 
creation of a fleet, confidence in the public funds. What 
it has done has been so completely, so radically in opposi- 
tion to what had been foretold, that the reprinted corre- 
spondence of almost all our journals, relative to the story 
of events, would constitute at the present time the most 
piquant book that could possibly be published. 

It seems to me that this is no indifferent matter ; in 
proof of great things, we may quote at this time, what- 
ever may be the result, the conduct of the United States 
since and including the election of Mr. Lincoln. Our 
Old World, always in commotion, unskilful to resolve, I 
know not how many questions, in Turkey, in Russia, in 
Poland, in Hungary, in Italy, — our Old World, rendered 
sleepless by the temporal power of the Pope, is a little 
too hasty, perhaps, in triumphing over the embarrassment 
of America. As I am correcting these last proof sheets, 
I receive letters depicting the material uprising, the more 
or less tardy, but, no less certain consequence of the 
moral uprising. Let me quote a few sentences : " It does 
one good to be here at this moment. You would enjoy 
it to the full, could you witness what is passing in the 
heart of this youthful and valiant nation. Tried, afflicted, 
battered by storms, it is finally uprising. The week 
that is clodng has intoxicated us with its numerous vie- 
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torics, every hour brings aome glorious news. Tni 
arc cooceaUng themeelvea or taking flight; theurvibr 
with joy as it waves the thousands and thousands off 
that float UDder oar beautiftd sky. Slavery is aboai 
disappear; it is wounded unto death." 

I know that vicissitudes of fortune ara possible, 

hour of reveraea may yet arrive. Notwithstanding 
have reached the present point, manly vtrtnea n 
needed. 

The United Stales have neither the capacities nor 
defects of old nations ; they are groat in their way 
not in ours. This is what many men in Europe 
neither understand nor pardon. America has the pfl 
exciting among us anlip^UhJes ivliich rosumble hatred. 

I know of but one antipathy which may be compa 
to this — that with which wo are inspired in general, 
through analogous reasons, by the English Puritanisn 
tho days of the Stuarts. There are men who fly inl 
passion at the mere thought of a Puritan, Tell tl 
neither of his virtues, nor bis austerity, nor his cour; 
nor of the thousands of men and women, who for 1 
years, accepted the loaa of their goods, gave their li 
and endured unheard of sacrifices; tell them no mon 
the indomitable firmness with which the English libei 
were defended, or rather founded. Tliey are determi 
to ignore all this ; they must have cavaliers, refined 
perverse courtiers, brave with the sword in hand, c 
, and persecuting in all else. Channing debauchees, c 
less profligates, with a good mien and grace, please tl 
a hundred timea more tlian honest people, rigid, narr 
and .'^ullen, 

Let me bo understood rightly. I am of those who tl 
that honest people do wrong to be sullen ; that rudei 
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is not a merit, and that disagreeable virtues aro only half 
virtues. I do not praise the Roundheads, far from it, 
for having anathematized literature and art, narrowed the 
human mind, introduced formalities and jargous of com- 
mand, answered intolerance by intolerance, and too often 
also, cruelty by cruelty ; I certainly do not praise them 
for having ended at length in Cromwell. But under the 
rough and coarse bark, under the affected forms, the 
reUgious uniform, in spite of faults and crimes, beyond 
detestable leaders and hypocritical imitators, I gain a 
glimpse of a great thing — a moral protest against the 
infiuny, iniquity, and servility, of which the fine Cavaliers 
of the Stuarts were usually the living personification. 

A strong and free England has come forth from this. 
Again, a people which has the very real fault of not pos- 
sessing all the amiable and chivalrous virtues ; again, a 
people which belongs to the individual rather than the 
sympathetic races ! One might regret it, and I regret it. 
Is this, notwithstanding, a reason for hating, for con- 
demning and rejecting in totOy for shutting the eyes to 
its capacities? 

I have been anxious thus to put the whole question on 
the subject of the United States. The Americans are not 
Englishmen, no more are they Puritans ; yet, nevertheless, 
the motive of our extreme aversion, if we wish to go to 
the bottom, is really that which makes us often prefer 
Cavaliers to Roundheads, and Russians to Englishmen. 

There is no point, perhaps, on which the division of 
the two classes of minds which coexist here below is pro- 
duced more clearly. And this is from ancient history. 
I seem to hear the declamations at Versailles, in the time 
of him who has been so strangely styled the Great King. 
Change the names, put the Americans instead of the 
Dutch, and you have all our antipathies of to-day. We 
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then detested with all our bcart, that shop-keeping, rft> 
publican, Protestant, arrogant, ill-taiight people ; that 
country of journals, discussions, and intestine divisions ; 
those gross men, rcheU but yesterday, without a past, 
without monnnients without fine arts, except their gro- 
tesqne figures of porcelMH.* Yet it waa found that Hol- 
land, nevertheless at the moment of perishing, arrested 
tbe fortunes of Lonia SIV. ; it was found that these ebo|>- 
teeperB, nevertheless ready to sell their country for a 
few crowns, sacrificed their property, opened the dykes, 
and buried all Holland under the sea, in order to Bavo its 
independence. 

Let us signal out the faults of the Americana, lot us 
unsparingly condemn whatever is stiff, liarsli, and austere 
in their manners; they have this vice and several beside. 
I am far, very far, fi-om saying that all among them is 
perfect ; but it seems to me that all is not perfect among 
us, and that, if it were wished to paint us, portraits might 
be made of us too, whicli would not be flattering. Is the 
cringing of graceful ])eoples of more value than the un- 
graceful stifiiioss of angular )>t'oplcs ? I need not resolve 
the question. I verify the fact that America is one of 
the most moral and enlightened nations on earth. I 
verify the fact that, if democratic levelling be detestable, 
America has at least known how to abstract from it 
what makes the man — conscience. If certain acts of vio- 
lence have taken place, the electoral contest in America 
has almost always preserved complete liberty: these 
orators of the difierent parties arriving, like princes, to 
the sound of salutes of artillery; these assemblies of ten 
thousand, twenty thousand .auditors ; these vast questions 

■ I pntrciil [he countrT n-liicli tias produced Pow'crs' Etaluca, and 
Cburcb'a laodscnpc?, to furgivc mc IbU compiriaon. 
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in which the fate of nations is involved, discussed from the 
shores of the Atlantic to the recesses of the desert — ^all 
this is a spectacle which does not lack majesty. 

And the system of public instruction ! Scarcely had 
the first pilgrims landed at Boston Bay, when schools 
were established. Twenty years after, a university, that 
of Cambridge, was opened. To-day, there is not a town, 
not a village, not a clearing which has not provided for 
the education of youth. The support of the schools swal- 
lows up one-third of the revenue of some of the States. 
The vocation of instructor is honored everywhere. In 
New England, the first families of the country devote 
their daughters to this career. 

The Sunday schools, comprising three million pupils, 
are conducted by the voluntary and gratuitous care of 
four hundred thousand teachers of both sexes, belonging 
to all classes of society. 

The &mily worship is celebrated everywhere. The 
goq>el exercises an influence over the entire country, the 
scope of which it would be difficult for us to measure. To 
form an idea of it, one should visit that quarter of New 
York city known as the Five Points^ the alleys of which 
remind one by their names that it was once a den of 
assassins. Formerly, no one durst venture there in broad 
daylight ! now schools are established in its heart — spacious 
halls, resounding with the songs of children snatched from 
crime and misery — and thousands of visitors of the highest 
classes go thither to carry aid and good advice to families. 

The Christian liberality, which has^given six hundred 
million francs to build churches, which every year devotes 
a hundred and twenty million francs to the support of 
worship, which furnishes countless millions to charitable 
and religious societies, which, even in this moment of 
crisis and suffering, sends to enterprises in distress princely 
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offering of ten, a handrcd^ two baodrod thousand francs, 
Bucli liberality does not appear to me a token of decaying 
and wretched life. At the present time, a profound 
transformation is being wrought ; with the national un, 
olber nces will liill ; the moat sceptical will then compr^ 
hend that the American people is a great people. 

^~ There are those who compare the United States to 
Brazil — a community where every thing is in motion, to a 
commanity where every thing ia asleep. When the polit- 
ical or moral character of Brazil has been ehown me, its 
influence on earth, its literature, its scientific discoveries, 
especially when Brazil has been shown me, agitating ths 
Buhjeol of her slavery, and laboring, at the cost of gigait- 
tic sacrifices, to repair the evil which it has done, then 
I will take this burlesque comparison in earnest. 

Meanwhile, the United Slates are going onward ; the 

two years, 18S1 and 1862, will mark their progress; in 

two years, they will have lived a century. Whatever 

may happen, I think I have proved that their npriaing ia 

__ certain. 

As regards the South in particular, the problem of itd 
future lies still before it. Hitherto, it has seemed resolved 
to perish ; the cotton production, already injured by the 
mere fact of the war, will finally disappear if the slave 
States refuse to suffer the Uberating metamorphosis which 
offers itself to them. 

A gigantic displacement is on the way to be wrought 
/ — the cotton culture, which has been the stay of slavery 
! in America, is ^bout to become in Asia and Africa an 
instrument of liberty. The providential work whioh ia 
being accomplished in this manner is one of the most 
glorious that mankind has ever witnessed. To the upris- 
ing of the United States, the upriBing of the Indies, of 
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Australia, of New Zealand and of the interior regions of < 
Africa will, perhaps, respond in little time. England, 
'which every year spins cotton enough to measore ten 
times the distance of the earth from the moon, is making 
prodigioos efforts at this moment to break forever her 
former dependence, and to seek under other skies the 
raw material which the South has had the privilege of 
supplying it heretofore — ^India perhaps will lessen the 
Bufferings of the cotton crisis for England, while through 
the cotton crisis, England will give new life to India; and 
the free negroes of Hayti and the Antilles will have their 
share in the prey which the South lets escape it. 

Will it let it completely escape ? I hope not. True 
superiority is long-lived, and American cotton, placed in 
conditions which are not elsewhere to be found, will keep 
its place, provided America consent. What she needs 
for this is firmly to establish the principle of abolition, 
and to call into the South that multitude of free laborers, 
that capital, that agricultural machinery which asks only 
to hasten thither. The experience of the Antilles proves 
that the emancipated blacks are not at all unfit for labor ; 
the products have been maintained, and even increased 
among these populations transformed by liberty and 
regenerated by the gospel. And also, at the present 
time, is it not to the labor of free negroes alone that the 
Union intrusts the culture of the celebrated Sea Island 
cotton, the special product of the suburbs of Port Royal? 

The transformation will be easier in the cotton States, 
inasmuch as considerable progress has been already ac- 
complished there. Let us be just; a large number of 
masters have favored the moral development of their 
slaves. Since the foreign slave trade has ceased to bring 
rude Africans daily upon the plantations, the negro race 
of these States has been rising higher and higher. This 




TO AUBKICAKS. 

is one of the miracles of the gospel, wliosc liberating vir- 
tue aliFays displuys itscif, do what onu ntay ; it tias ne- 
complishod, in fact, a vast preparatory work, »nd tioa ren- 
dered abolition easier in the heart of the Southern State*, 
than it was in our eolooiea, or even in tlioso of Euglund. 
Under the influence of iho churches, of which they are 
members, and to which they are in general paasiouately 
attached, many slaves have become pions and inteliigcitt ; 
their manners are polite, their conduct ia good, their coa- 
Bcience is awakeneil, the sentimeut of duty baa a largo 
share in their life ; there ia anioog them the germ of A 
laborious and peaceful class. 

These things must be confessed ; in the first place, in 
order not to calumniate the South ; secondly, to prove to 
it that the prudent abolition of slavery, far from drawing 
ID its train the perils and horrors with which it is charged, 
is on the contrary the only means of escaping danger, of 
avoiding ruin, of entering without too rude a shock into 
a new era of prosperity and peace. 

I make no pretensions lo know how things will hap- 
pen. The prevailing opinion in Europe, and especially in 
England is that the separation of the South will be ere 
long accepted by the North, and that the victories of the 
latter, if It win, will have no other result than that of 
spcin'ingit belter boundaries. I shall be greatly astonished, 
for my part, If this be true. After having carefully stud- 
ied the events and discussions of these two years, I re- 
main convhiceJ that the United Stales have not ceased 
to pursue the integral reestablish mcnt of the Union, I 
remomber the words of Mr. Lincoln : " Our popular gov- 
ernment has been often considered a mere trial. Already, 
thanks to the nation, it has given proofs of its capacity 
OR two points : it has succeeded in estabiishiag itself and 
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in mfing. It lacks still but one thing — ^it mast sncceed 
in maintaining itself against a formidable attempt to over- 
throw it. It is for the nation to demonstrate now to the 
world that those who can win an election can also sup- 
press a rebellion, that ballots are the lawful and peaceful 
successors of bullets." 

The question thus laid down at the first moment, has 
remained the same ever since. Unless constrained thereto 
by the ill success of their arms, or the intervention of 
Europe, the United States will be little disposed, in my 
opinion, to admit that bullets should prevail over ballots. 
This problem of a revolution in the heart of a free coun- 
try touches the inmost recesses of their political faith and 
national life. 

However it may be, we have just seen that two results 
are from this time secured — the decline of slavery and the 
uprising of a great people. If, contrary to my present 
conviction, the separation should make itself accepted, 
the North may confine itself to taking measures to pre- 
serve the Border States by aiding them to pass as speed- 
ily as possible from the rank of slave States to that of 
free States. If the North should justify my prevision and 
persist in not pausing until it has conquered, it is probable 
that more general measures will compel all the slave 
States to decide between the maintenance of their insti- 
tutions, thenceforth struck with death, and the accept- 
ance of an indemnity designed to facilitate progressive 
abolition.* 

• Let us say once more that this indemnity will not be an orer- 
whelming burden on the American finances. It will not involve ten or 
fourteen thousand million of francs, as some have had the audacity to 
pretend, doubtless estimating the slaves, men, women, and children, at 
an average value six or seven times greater than that paid by France and 
England. But four thousand million francs are needed, distributed over 

17 
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TO CHBISTIANS 



CHAPTER I. 



AirrruDB op christians in America. 



I HAVE a word more to say before laying down the 
pen, and this word I shall address to Christians.* The 
work of the emancipation of slaves and the uprising of 
the United States should be theirs ; it imposes upon them 
a special responsibility, of which they have not had suffi- 
cient consciousness hitherto. 

Slavery and the gospel — two adversaries — are here. 
They landed almost at the same time on the shores of 
America ; the one with the Puritans of New England, 
the other with the colonists of Virginia. Since then, 
they have been constantly engaged in a struggle; and 
even when the churches have imperfectly comprehended 
their exalted mission, it has not been in them to suppress 

* Thanks to the progress which the truth of positions has made in 
our terms, I can employ this term instead of having recourse to para- 
phrases. We need no longer pretend that every man is a Christian ; he 
who professes Jesus Christ and he who considers Christianity as a mere 
national custom. 
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it. Christianity is a decree of emancipalion, and he irbo 
preacheB the Gospel, pavea the way for emancipation, 
whether he knows it or not, whether he wills it or not. 
" ChriBtianity," wrote M. de Tocqueville, " is a religion 
of freemen ; neither its detractors nor its faUe frienila can 
take from it this truly divine character." By the aide o^ 
or rather above abolitionism considered as a party, there 
is profonnd abolitionism, that which acta within the abolt- 
tionisra of Jesns Christ. Open the books of an illustrioua 
honest man, such as TacitUB, and compare the sentiments 
fonnd expressed there with those which are now prevail- 
ing ; measure the distance between our time and that 
when slaves, tortured to death for haiing thrown Ughton 
a question concerning their masters, moved no soul, how- 
ever generous; make this comparison, and tell us what 
has boon the work of the Gosi>el. To abolish the servi- 
tude of negroes, the heart of the white man must be 
changed, and who can do this miracle, except Ilim who 
loves both white and black, who has died for both white 
and black, who opens wide the doors of the same paternal 
mansion alike to white and black. Moral force will always 
be stronger than brute force. 

" A thousand prisons, erumljling 'mid the Hames, 
Equal iiol, in llic freeing of ilic eoul, 
Tlic lintp of blood that (riciilca from the Cross." 

These beautiful lines of M. Amould e.tpress a truth 
which is written on every page of history. 

"It was religion that really emancipated the blacks 
in the English colonies," said the Due de BrojUe in the 
report which wc all have rciiil. "It was religion that 
emancipated the blacks in the United States," is what the 
annals of America should proclaim iu turn,* 

" Tlii.i prL'paratorj norii of tlic Go?pc1 is more aiivanfcd Ih.in \i be- 
licved. The Hlaves pi-ay fur Ibeir liberty, thcj expect (heir liberty, tlii'j 
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Have the American churches been nnfiuthful to their 
mission ? We would be disposed to think so, should we 
paase at appearances. 

I do not pretend to deny the evil. It is very great ; 
were it not so, my work would not contain this sixth part. 
Tliere are those who pass their time in invoking the holy 
Scriptures against the poor slave ; those who, according 
to the eloquent expression of Mrs. Stowe, drown the lamb 
in its mother's milk. 

The preaclungs of the South are, in this respect, one 
of the scandals of our times. The South has its bishop, 
Leonidas Polk, who is at the same time a general, and 
who, followed by several members of his clergy, has taken 
the field in Tennessee. The South has its consecrations 
of banners, its prayers in behalf of slavery, its passionate 
appeals to the protection which the God of love should 
accord to slavery. 

If I recall these things, it is not that I wish to give 
myself 'the easy advantage of refuting such monstrous 
doctrines. No, my thought is directed toward the North 
rather than the South. The faults of the Northern 
churches should call our attention to-day. The Christians 
of the South are subject to an impulse which we never 
take sufficiently into account. Indulgence is the more 
in place here, that we all have been accomplices in the 
crime with which we reproach them. All Europe contrib- 
uted to introduce slavery into America; England in 

await It piously from the hands of their Saviour. There is k jubilee wng 
which is sung secretly in the South, 1862 being the year of jubilee. 
The fbUowing is the chorus : 

** In eighteen hundred and sixty-two, 
My people must be free ; 
It is the year of jubilee, 
My people must be free.** 
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particular protected the slave trade daring the last cen- 
tury with so inucb earnestness, that it made one of the 
grievances at the inaiirrection of the colonies ; thn>c 
colonies themselves, moreover, all participated durjig Ion j 
jeara in the traffic in nogroes fiom Africa, and on thia 
point wo have not the right to except the Puntans ; lastly, 
but the other day, who equipped more than twenty al.ive 
ships every year, if not Now York? No one b therefore 
authorized to caat the stone at the Southern planters; 
they have simply continued a little longer, under the 
influence of exceptional circumstances, what we Iiave 
practised as well as they. Is it certain that, placed in 
their surroundings, we sfaoold have shown better coo- 
duct, and held better lanpruage ? Might we not have 
succeeded, as well as they, in perverting in good fiiith 
tlio meariiiig of the Gospel, and displaying enthuMasm for 

This enthusiasm exists in the South. The South con- 
tiiins a largo number of pious, excellent, tharitaWc men, 
morally equal to the best Christiana of any other country, 
who really sec nothing else in slavery tlian a benoficunt 
tutelage, designed to bring up a minor race, wbieli will 
be souie day restored to its providential destinies. The.^o 
men arc friends of the Colonization Society for oman^■ipa^ 
cd negroes and the negro colony founded by it in Africa. 
These men have come (how, I know nol, but national 
p.tssions work these miracles) to see about them neither 
families sold at retail, nor marriages broken, nor young 
niatdoiis surrendered to the first comer. The crimes 
which spring up in emulation of the first crime, man sold 
to man, public crimes, honored, and satisfied with them- 
selves, critnes sanctioned by the Lim- and recognized by the 
courts, tbej- assimilate to those Iroiiblcsome but inevitable 
eriuK's which are bom of all communities. 
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Wen ; the more I reflect, the more I am astonished, 
the less also I feel the right irrevocably to condemn the 
intentions of any. 

I address myself to the Christians of the North, be- 
caose I have the hope, still better, the certainty of being 
understood. We will quickly agree, as well on the faults 
of the past as the duties of the present and the prospects 
of the future. 

The faults of the past have been grave, but I do not 
design to dwell on them. While recalling them, it is 
necessary that I apply here my principle, to believe in 
the good. It is by sympathy, by confidence, and not by 
incessant recriminations, that those can be encouraged 
who are leaving an evU course, and adopting a better. I 
can never understand why we should choose the precise 
moment when an effort takes place, when, despite many 
obstacles, and at the price of many sacrifices, the old 
errors have been abandoned, to institute inexorable in- 
vestigations. Under the pretext of justice, we risk being 
neither very able, nor very charitable, nor even very 
just. 

It is unhappily true that many churches and religious 
societies have seemed to shrink too long from the austere 
duties imposed on them by the question of slavery. Two 
examples will suffice to characterize this period of deplor- 
able hesitation. The Tract Society refused writings con- 
demning the crime of slavery ; the American Board of 
Missions, restrained by the fear of provoking a crisis in its 
work among the Choctaw and Cherokee Indians, miserably 
tacked about among the rocks, sometimes passing resolu- 
tions against the principle of slavery, then refusing their 
application, managing the position of its missionaries and 
the prejudices of the Indians, until the moment when 
the most extreme consequences of its conduct broke forth 
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to its terrified gaze — a slave* had been bnmed alive by 

his mistress, a member of the Choclaw Church, aud this 
mistress, as well as her accomplices, had continued to 
belong to the Chnrch, and devoutly to partake of the 
communion, while the missionaries had not deemed it 
possible to oppose it ! 

Since then, the American Board has broken with them, 
as a matter of course. But where find a fact which bet- 
tt^r points out the indefinite fruilfiilness of e\41 in an am- 
biguouu position ? We think that we can limit the con- 
sequences of our principles ; we will never succeed. Some 
day, we will find ourselves on the brink of an abyaa, as 
happened to tlio American Board. 

Plausible arguments had not been Licking it. It hoA 
said to itself that missionaries were called to preach the 
Gospel, not to meddle in social or political questions; 
that the Gospel would end by destroying slavery withoiit 
needing to attack it directly ; that the Scriirture contain- 
ed no positive conimanda with regard to it; that the 
liberty of action of the missionaries should be respected ; 
that slaveholders coiikl not, from the mere fact of being 
such, be cut off from tlic Cliurch, 

Once launched upon this declivity, one goes fast and 
iiir. The committee of the Society reassured itself by 
praying for the abolition of slavery, or inserting a few 

■ I nm nn longoroblippd ro refute llie ktofp lilcrnliiTO ffhich, ilisrovcr' 
ing tiic nienlinn of t<liivi.'i'y in tbc Gu^prl. Ihc^nci.' canrludi'S tliat (bo 
Go!i[«>1 approves Blavery. Tlic njiosllos wlio, doiihllesji, personally be- 
lieved in its luvfuliieH;:!, and ulto, moregtpr, nere vbuip.-d with no rerela^ 
tioQ relative tn pulitieal lan.a, ImJ rectired a biglier mission ; tliev had 
to Iny ilonn the bases of tbat Christian mnralilr liefore nbieh many EOeial 
criniofl, nljieU liad neier liiTn .lenoimeeil by the Gnfpel, were to fall in 
turn. Croel liirlureH have di~aj>peared, bluvery is about to dLiapiiear, and 
Ke ceruinly are not al tbu cud. 
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inoffensiTe ivishes in its reports. Then, when terrible 
qaestions propounded themselves : ^^ Are we to constrain 
oar missionaries to cut off from the Church Indians who 
separate families; selling the daughter without the mother, 
or the husband without the wife ? Are we to provoke 
the anger of the Indians and the expulsion of the mis- 
fflonaries ? Are we to destroy the work of half a century? 
Are we to do this, against the advice of the missionaries 
themselves ? '^— the committee dared not come to a deci- 
sion ; it closed its eyes, sighing ; it took shelter behind 
those general maxims of prudence and patience, so con- 
venient and so dangerous in such a case. 

Thus have acted respectable men, whom I do not 
intend to judge. I shall rather judge us all. We are 
leaning toward utilitarianism; utilitarianism is perhaps 
the greatest vice of the Christians of our times. To 
sacrifice principles to utility, to accept errors which serve 
or seem to serve the cause of the Gospel, to reject or at 
least postpone truths which would stir up obstacles, to 
deplore progress which resembles trial, to be dismayed at 
crises of uprising, such is the tendency which prevails 
among us. Every moment, you hear — " This is not per- 
haps quite in conformity with the Gospel, but it will be 
productive of good ; let us beware how we put any ob- 
stacle in its way." 

The Saviour commanded us to cut off a hand or pluck 
out an eye, rather than suffer ourselves to be persuaded 
by those who condemned His word. These painful am- 
putations are not to our taste ; to cut off the Indian mis- 
sion rather than compound with the infamies of Indian 
slavery, would have appeared to us blamable. Nothing 
Jess was needed than the tragedy of which I have just 
spoken to modify the points of view. 

The utilitarian instmct, which to-day is everywhere, 
17* 
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eserciaes in purticular a marked inflneoce in tho United 
Statea, It alone explains the equivocal attitude whicli so 
many churches have preserved for so many years toward 
the problem of slavery. If they Lad energetically made 
use of the influence which belonged to them, we should 
not now see even several Noithem States, Iowa, Illinois, 
Indiana, Pennsylvania perhaps, preparing infamous billa 
designed to close their territory to free negroes, and to 
render necessary (they wiU not succeed in it, thank (jod !) 
the transportation of the masses of slaves whose emaoci- 
pation is foreseen. It must be said that the idea of break- 
ing with the Southern churches, and bringing about a 
formidable crisis in all their works, bad rendered Chris- 
tians timid and circumspect beyond measure. They pet- 
siiadcd ilicmsflvL'S — :ls is often t'liDU^h the custom in sudi 
cases — that their action would be tlie more spiritual, {let 
us distrust tlie word,) the more il remained a stranger 
to the discussion of social problems. 

Thence Ihoso prayer meetings, escellent and toiiehing, 
hut ill whidi the cessation of slavery rarely obtained a 
fleeting mention. Tlienco those lamentations which come 
to US from America regarding the inevitable consequences 
of the crisis — brothers who labored together are now 
separated ! The Christian pulpit, on both sides, has be- 
comoan instrument of civil war! The enoi-mous expenses 
of iho country restrict donations for llie advancement of 
the Gospel ! Religious societies are passing through a 
time of trial! 

I comjirebend these sufferings; they are legitimate. 
No one can contemplate without affliction, those excellent 
American missioTis in Asia Slinor and Syria, now deprived 
in part of tlie resources by which they were maintained. 
But I have this confidence, first, that the suffering will be 
short, next, that missions liberally tbunded on the devel- 
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opment of indigenoas elements, missions which ere long 
become churches conducted by the pastors of the country, 
will uprise better than others which long preserve the 
character of an exotic importation. 

However it may be, Christians should know that God 
demands of them fideUty more than success, and that He 
reserves to Himself some day to proportion success to 
fidelity. It would be sad to be more grieved on the sub- 
ject of churches rent in twain and receipts endangered, 
than we were formerly on the subject of the monstrous 
iniquities of slavery. 

I have told of the evil, I will now tell of the good. 
And first, vast progress is being accomplished by the 
very ruptures which the different churches have just en- 
dured. The Baptists, Methodists, and Episcopalians of 
the South have broken with those of the North. The 
Presbyterian synods of the South have just adopted a 
similar measure.* 

Thus by a dispensation of God, which may appear 
grievous, bat is above all salutary, the churches of the 
North are snatched from the utilitarian anxieties which 
they had laid upon themselves. They have become free, 
and their action, their attitude have manifested it on the 
spot. I have recent resolutions before my eyes which an- 
nounce that slavery is at length judged by all as it was 

• This is their Address to all ih^ churches which are upon the earth : 
*'The antagonism between the North and South on the subject of slavery, 
& at the root of all the diflSculties which have resulted in the rupture of 
the Federal Union, and the horrors of an unnatural war. It is certain that 
the North dierishes a profound antipathy for slavery itself, while the 
South is animated with an equal zeal in behalf of this institution. The 
events of the day necessarily confirm and strengthen this antipathy on 
one side, and this zeal for slavery on the other^^'—This is speaking 
clearly. 
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formerly by a fp.vr. The report presented in 1661 by the 
Trustees of the American Congregational TTnion is wor- 
thy these devoted sons of the Puritans, old champions 
of civil and religious liberty. The Baptists have not 
shown themselves leas firm ; their church in Virginia has 
juathad tbehonor to suffer the consequences of the hatred 
with which it had inspired the slaveholders. It is knowu 
that the Baptist and Methodist are the two favorite de. 
nominations of the negroes ; the greatest obstacle to their 
insurrection would be found, perhaps, were we to search 
closely, in the very great influence which the Gospel thus 
exercises over them. 

Several American missions, that of the Sandwich Isl- 
ands among others, have declared themselves with ear- 
nestness. The American Missionary Association has an 
openly abolition position. Lastly, the progress has for 
some time been such, that at the last General Assembly of 
the Evangelical Alliance, the representatives which Amer- 
ica numbered in her midst joined in the unanimous vote 
whici) it cast against slavery. 

And I say nothing here of the churches, infinitely nu. 
morous, in which the patriotic impulse of the North has 
been strikingly manifested. Without speaking of such 
pastors as the Rev, Mr, Brownlow, who has taken the 
musket and faced the troops in Tennessee commanded by 
Bishop Polk, churches ai-e not lacking which are busied 
in sending the flower of their youth to the banners of the 
Union, Mr, Beecher alone has furnished a hundred and 
twenty-five of these young soldiers; a member of his 
church has taken it upon himself to fumisli revolvers to 
all who go; the church maintains the absent and their 
families, and sewing circles are constantly occupied in 
the manufacture of military equipments. 

Tlie influence of the Gospel is immense in America. 
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Snce the churches and religious societies have declared 
themselves in its &vor, the cause of abolition is won. 
The South has never been deceived ; after the Nat Tur- 
ner insurrection, its first thought was to dose the Sunday 
schools and arrest the religious movement In spite of 
the grave faults which I have recalled before, the Chris- 
tians of the United States have been unable to suppress 
even for a single day the fundamental antagonism which 
will always exist, thank God ! between the Gospel and 
slavery. It was Christianity that in former times pro- 
duced the abolition proclaimed by the Northern States ; 
it is again Christianity which will now produce abolition 
in the Southern States. The remarkable revival which 
agitated the whole North, and which, save at a point in 
Baltimore, stopped short at the frontiers of the South, 
has been the great providential means against slavery. 
Christians have formed everywhere the nucleus of the 
Republican party which has elected Mr. Lincoln. 

To-day, the heart of th^ nation beats in the army ; it is 
found again in the camp ; now, what is the spirit of the 
army ? I have already described it ; things happen there 
which our old Europe is perhaps incapable to compre- 
hend. These young men, who, with Bible in knapsack, 
have gone to fight for the country, these prayer-meetings 
held in all the regiments, these millions of tracts, distrib- 
uted by the hand of the officers themselves, these New 
Testaments printed for the army, at the rate of several a 
tninute, and which have found so many earnest readers in 
the ranks, these religious libraries founded, these orders 
of the day stamped with an openly religious character, 
this proscription of spirituous liquors, accepted with eager- 
ness by the soldiers, — all this forms a sum total which 
carries the mind back to the old Huguenot bands or the 
camps of Gustavus Adolphus. 
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The Puritan element make!) ita presence felt. There 
are numerous officers who set tho example of vilal piety. 
Was not General McClellan himself, before taking com- 
niand of the army, impreaaed with the need of praying on 
bended knees with a clergyman, one of his fi-iends ? "I 
had given myself to my country, now I have pveu myself 
to God," were the last words, it is said, of this interview. 

Other generals hare published decidedly Christiaa 
proclamations. Colonels care like fathers of ^niitiea for 
tho moral conduct of their regimenti. Who doM not 
remember the young and handsome EUsworth, the first 
victim of the civil war f His soldiers had all taken a 
pledge of good conduct before quitting Chicago ; we will 
add, that almost all have done honor to their word. 

Colonel Anderson, illustrious through Lis defence of 
Fort Sumter, is also a decided Christian. On being en- 
treated lately to say a few words to a Sunday school, lie 
declared in words as simple as touching, th.u liis rule of 
conduct had been : " Do nothing without placing your- 
self under the eye of God!" 

I might cite a score of regiments where Sunday schools 
arc held by the eolonels, or other ofhccis. I nii<rlit point 
out the works of evangflizjition pursued by the Christian 
Boldiei-s of one of those regiments, undur the name of 
the J/iicclock Sociefij. I might add that the navy pre- 
sents the same spectacle as tho army. Under tho influ- 
ence of leaders, snch as Commodores Dupont, Mackean, 
and Foote, the ships often resound with the singing of 
isalms.* 

' One of Ihc sipna of lliis .spirit ia the uioTenipnt that haa liceti miini- 
fcalcil Bgainst l>a«<lag baltUt. Il has bwn ri'iuurki-d, tliiit nlionercr the 
Korth mnde tbe allack on lliis iUt, it w.is ulnaja l«*.ilen, irilnp«3 Bull 
Riiti, Bis Bi'llipl. and Ball'n Hluff. .Sinoc Uie ordt-r of GoihttiI Sri'lpllati, 
llic Souih iw iiiiide lliL- .-^uudsj allHcka, uud hei-n bfuleii. 



IN AMERICA. 393 

These are great things. A country in which such 
sentiments exercise so much influence, in which the habit 
of looking higher than the earth has been contracted by 
so many souls, is not a country of which we need despair. 
It will go forward, it will not succumb beneath its task, 
however heavy it may be; it will finish, in the name of 
the Gospel, and by the strength given by God, the colos^ 
sal work of abolition. The example is set in high places. 
The ministers of the State publicly invoke the blessings 
of God on themselves, and the direction of public affairs ! 
There are prayers at the White House ; Mr. Lincoln is 
not only an honest man, surrounded by universal esteem, 
and whose family anxieties with respect to his children's 
health are the anxieties of the whole country ; he is also 
a Christian. Those who have read his proclamation de- 
signed to set apart a day for fasting and prayer, know 
the distance that separates this manifestation of a vital 
and personal faith, from so many documents in which 
official piety is accustomed to display its cold formulas, 
known and granted in advance. I have also gone over 
the proclamations published by the governors of the 
States in answer to the invitation of the President, and 
I have been struck with the deep seriousness, at once 
Christian and patriotic, with which the faults of the people 
are therein confessed. This entire nation seems to place 
itself under the eye of God, according to the counsel of 
Colonel Anderson.* 

• ReUgion exercises so decisive, and in some sort universal an influ- 
ence in the United States, that the same demonstrations of piety take 
place in the South. The Messages of Jefferson Davis end sometimes 
with prayers. 



CHAPTER n. 

ATTITCDE OF CHKISTIAN3 IN ENGULVD. 

DcRiNO this glorions crisia, which they are passing 

through in the name of the gospel, and for tbo holy cause 
of justice, the United States counted on the enjiiiort of 
England, above all of Christiiin England. England in 
their mother, she has furnished them almost all their 
original population, she lias absorbed into the Anglo- 
Saxon nationality the Inter immigrntions. They are bono 
of tier bone, and flesh of her fli'^^h. Furthermore, a 
religious tie, stronger than that of blood, unites the two 
nations which show themselves devoted above all others 
to the propagation of the gospel on earth. 

M'e know to what point tho frigid attitude of English 
Christiaus has for long months disiippoinlcd the 1io|h;.i 
fokiiided upon them. I Hpeak of it t!ie more freely, inas- 
much as this fault is already almost a thing of the piist — 
and sympathy is on the way to awaken. 

Yes, for long months, English Christians have not had, 
as it were, a single word of eneoviragemont to ]ilaee at 
tho service of those who wore combating (as I Iinve 
proved) and suffering for a noble cause. Not a meeting, 
Hot an address ; the journals which serve as organs to the 
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principal churches have ahnost all made it their study to 
discredit the movement, to point oat with an accent of 
triumph the mortifications of the republic, to exaggerate 
the successes of the South, and depreciate those of the 
North, to deny that slavery was in question, to legitima- 
tize the separation, to present as a desirable ideal the 
definitive maintenance of a Southern Confederacy. 

This was sad, very sad. Christian England has not 
forgotten the moment when the eloquent cry of betrayed 
affection crossed the seas, ^^ Oh, Englishmen, Englishmen, 
could you not have watched with us one hour ?" It will 
be remembered that Mirabeau once proposed the resolu- 
tion in the National Assembly : " The silence of Siey6s is 
a public misfortune." With stronger reason, the resolu- 
tion might be adopted by all of us, continental Christians, 
dismayed by the attitude of England : ^^ The silence of 
English Christians is a universal calamity." 

They have sent us invitations to prayer, but among 
the subjects pointed out, we have never perceived that 
which preoccupied all our thoughts. The great moral 
and religious interest of our age was systematically omit- 
ted ; the word slavery seemed to have become as suspi- 
cious in England as it had been in America. One would 
have said that, desirous of justifying the prejudices of 
their enemies, they wished to prove to the whole world 
that English interests passed with them before every- 
thing, that their abolition zeal was extinct, that questions 
of principle were incapable of moving them. During this' 
lime, blood was flowing ; that blood, the effusion of which 
would have been prevented or promptly checked by the 
energetic intervention of European sympathies, that blood 
of which we are guilty, all we who have been unwilling 
to discourage the monstrous insurrection of the South. 

One of the problems that has most tormented my 
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mind lias been to explain the conduct cf EngliGb Chris- 
tiaus in certain offiura, and at certain moments. I know 
of no men more energetic or devoted ; at the present 
time, a veiy large portion of the good which is tuxom- 
pliahcd on our globe is accompliabcd through their power- 
ful initiative; fct there are inexplicable breaks in their 
action. One would aay at tiinea thai jxihtical England 
alono remained, while Christian England had disappeared. 
Did we not hear it said but the other day, and with a 
show of reason, that in the extreme East, in China, France 
b:Kl sustained the moral and reli<^oiis interests, whilst 
England represented there nothing but the interests of 
her commerce ? If such things are thought, if they ap- 
pear plausible, and are generally received, whose is the 
foult? 

English Christians have succeeded in persundinii them- 
selves th:tt slavery is not ui question in the United Slates. 
How? Truly, I cannot yet sneceed iu comprehending. 
The Cict h ccrt.iin, notwithstanding, and it alone cxjilauis 
the .Altitude which lias grieved us so deeply. By virtue 
of a marvellous transformation, the same men whom Eng- 
lish opinion formerly condemned with just severity, have 
become almost interesting since, by treason and perjiiry, 
by pill.igiiig public proiicrty, and rejiudiating private 
debta; taking c.ire, moreover, to proclaim the sanctity of 
slavery, they have endeavored to overthrow their free 
constitution, and have supplicated foreign powers to uid 
hi the destruction of their country. 

Whence comes such a nielainorpliosis? Wheiife 
comes it that the question of slavery, which formerly 
figured alone in the debates of the Xoith aiul South,* and 
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which also figured alone in the ordinance of secession,* iades 
away all at once, and passes in the eyes of English Chris- 
tians as preserving only a secondary part ? I need not 
again inquire how. I limit myself to affirming, and no 
one will contradict me, that if, before the too well receiv- 
ed sophisms of these last years, it had been announced to 
Europe that a President opposed to the extension of 
slavery was about to be elected, the English Chrbtians 
would have manifested the liveUest joy. And if it had 
then been added, that the South would break the Union 
on account of such an election, it would have been thence 
concluded that slavery was alone in question, since the 
mere threat of arresting its extension sufficed to precipi- 
tate the South into an armed revolt. 

Then too, those to whom a Free Soil President would 
not have been sufficient, would not have thought of dis- 
couraging the movement, but of encouraging it, on the 
contrary. — ^The President and his friends do not go far 
enough ; well, we will endeavor to make them go further ; 
we will sign addresses, we will stir up aboUtion agitation, 
we will show ourselves ready for every thing else in fine, 
than to accord to the champions of slavery the support 
of our abstinence, and to refuse to its adversaries, the 
vainly solicited aid of our cordial sympathies. 

admitted at the same time. Another plan, proposed first by Mr. Calhoan, 
and taken up again in I860, by Senator Hunter of Virginia, proposed 
that henceforth two Presidents should be elected, the one from the free, 
and the other from the slave States, and that without the signature of 
both Presidents, no act of Congress should have the force of law. 

* In the ordinance of secession passed by South Carolina, a single 
argument is presented "before heaven and earth,** — that slavery is in 
danger. After thirty years of agitation against slavery, a man had just 
been elected President, ** whose opinions and designs were hostile to 
davery.** 
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I^Te pointed ont elsen-here the causes of a misinide^ 
gtandin^, for wbich I shall never Buweed, I ihiuk, ia 
sceounting sufficiently. Perhaps, in fine, it cannot be 
boiler explwned than by recatliug to what point the 
Vnited States, under the domination of the slavery party, 
were really on the way to become an odious government, 
iritboot liberty within, without equity withont, without 
Hmplee in public and private aff^rs. However it may 
be^ light is now dawning, the organs of independent 
churches, in particular,, are holding a language which will 
be understood. It is beard already ; in the very heart 
of the manu&ottinng countries, among the populations 
that have Guffered from the American crisis, the impulse 
of generous sympathy has burst forth ; it is extending, it 
is becoming consolidated, it has already forced buck bo> 
fore it the s^d ].olicy of hst year; it will forw it lack 
anew, should it endeavor to reappear ; it does not bold to 
observing moral neutrality ; it holds to proclaiming loudly 
that the wishes of the English people are on the side of 
the North ; it prepares the broad and solid bases on which 
the friendship of the two countries will henceforth repose. 
The party of the Bible has risen ; Christian England, for 
her honor and for the good of America, is about to make 
reparation, and more, for the evil she has done. 



CIIAITEll TIT. 

SOCIAL MISSION OF CHRISTIANS. 

Thb Christians of England have made a bad campaign. 
What are we to conclude fi'om this ? What is now to 
be done to make a better one ? Remember the speech 
of the general : ^^ The battle is lost, but we have time to 
gain another." 

We have time. Only let us remember that battles 
are not gained by folding the hands. We perish by the 
inertia of those honest men who bewail themselves, sigh, 
see inconveniences -everywhere, hesitate to act, and did- 
coorage those who do act. 

Christian selfishness, pardon me this conjunction of 
words, does not cease to impede the good and to chill 
generous impulses. Under the pretext of thinking only 
of the Gospel, it succeeds in cutting off one by one the 
finest fruits of the Gospel. This it is, which pretends to 
occupy itself with the conversion of slaves, and not their 
emancipation. This it is which, calculating the chances, 
and gaining a glimpse of the real inconveniences which 
every energetic initiative entails in its train, asks with 
anguish whether such or such a progress will not cost too 
dear, whether it will not endanger the prosperity of ex- 
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iating works. These works then become idols to vrhich 
to offer up sacrilicea ; proviiied that the works suffer in 
the sequel of a generous movemcDt (and they will sufier 
iiifiLllibly), the movement itself is blamed, it excites more 
ill humor thau it attracts sympathy. 

How often for some time have I heard the complaint ; 
"All! if there were a Christian party, what mission 
would it now fulfil?" God does not twice in an age 
lend his servants striking occasions to mauifest by social 
benefits the excellence of the Gospel. Christiana might 
have seconded in America the greatest progress of the 
times, and they did not do it ; Christians might hare 
arrested at its bes^nning the insurrection for slavery, and 
they did not do it; Christians miglit, perhaps, have pre- 
vented civil war, and they did not do it; Christians 
might have conjured do(\o the chances of a horrible war 
between England and Amcnii, ind th».\ did not do it. 

It is because we have not fufiiiicully comprehended 
the social mission of the GoS]k.1 The Gospel ! wc im- 
prison it ill its sphere, and in ^ome foit in its specialty. 
We too oilen draw a diftoronce bctneen the sacred and 
the profane. Now, one of the great benefits of the Gos- 
pel has consisted precisely in abolishing this distinction, 
iu reestablishing unity between the liunian soul and life. 
To upi-aise evei-ything, to sanctify everything, to prcserre 
everything, to put the sacred evorywhoro and leave the 
profane nowhere, such is the maii-ellous work which it 
accomplishes. Great thmgs and small, affections and in- 
terests, duties as fathers of families and as citizens — wo 
have the right to declare nothing profane ; that is, to ab- 
stract nothing from our God. 

Have we two principles of life, as well mUvo kinds of 
morality, the one for the church and the ot!ier for the 
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world ; the one for private relations and the other for 
politics? Ah! I would weep my eyes dry, should the 
enemies of the Gospel deem themselves aathorized by our 
fault to dispute its social mission. — ^*' See these renowned 
Christians ! " they murmur already in our ears, " they 
know very well how to compound with vices, profits, or 
national prejudices. Opium has imposed silence on them; 
now they will be hushed by the presence of cotton." 

Our Christianity has the air sometimes of hsmng gone 
outside the age. All that is not the direct work of preach- 
ing or of charity seems to awaken its scruples. As if any 
thing human could remain a stranger to us, as if the Gos- 
pel, which surrounded the earth and sky, did not com- 
prehend political communities; as if it proceeded by 
mutilations instead of transformations ; as i^ like false 
religions and petty morals, it sanctified man by diminish- 
ing him, taking away the affections, taking away the ex- 
ternal duties, taking away the arts, taking away litera- 
ture, taking away, in fine, always and everywhere, and 
making the world believe that one loves God, only on 
condition of loving nothing else. 

The world is but too much disposed to admit this 
doctrine. Every Christian, in its eyes, is a man who has 
entered a convent, an incomplete man, who will pray, 
but will no longer act, who glories henceforth in interest- 
ing himself in nothing here below, in calling the affections 
idols, in having no heart either for creatureB^ (as it is said,) 
or civilization, or liberty. 

I feel no embarrassment in saying these things, for, ot 
all Christians, perhaps, those of England have best seen 
and best practised the principle which I have just cited. 
Their history is the most substantial demonstration of the 
social mission of the Gospel, of which I know. What 
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woold have become of tlio renowned English liberties, if 
thf Porilans bad not lieen found in the way of the Stuarts? 
These snuffling Presbyterians (and it is not for this qnal- 
ity that I praise them) moved ccmscienccs and accom- 
plished a moral revolution, and the progress of events 
vaa changed ; they were drifting towards despotism, 
great armies were about forming, as on the continent ; 
all this became impossiblo. 

Even ia cooMdering only the things of our times, see 
the affitationa by which the churches of England have 
paved the way for eo much progress and effected the 
abolition of slavery. Herein ia found the proof of the 
iact that they dlA not fear to secularize tbe Gospel. Pre- 
cisely because the Anglo-Saxon race separates the Church 
and State, and considers tho profession of £iith as a per* 
Bonal act not iit all connected with the licreilitary capa- 
dty of citizen, it is not condemned to those conditions of 
Bacrcd and profane by which others endeavor to limit the 
&tal confusion which gives to the State a religious power 
and to the Church a civil power. When the enemy is in 
place, it is necessary, indeed, to erect barricades; when 
the ramparts of the human conscience are intact, why 
obstruct the circulation ? 

The English know this, and because they know it, 
their abstinence during the first year of the American 
conflict has had the strange character which we have felt 
it incumbent on us to point out. The European demon- 
Etratiohs of sympathy, in favor of tho North, have come 
from Christians of the continent; England has scarcely 
taken part in them. I recall here the address agned 
in France and Switzerland ; the society of a pemiy a week 
for slaves, founded in the Canton de Vaud by the Rev. 
Mr. Bichet ; the numerous churches in which prayers are 
put up for America; the still more numerous houses 
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where family worship is scarcely ever celebrated without 
entreating of God the peaceful abolition of American 
slavery ; the proposition made by myself, and so generally 
welcomed, for the Christians of Europe to participate in 
the celebration of the fast appointed by Mr. Lincoln; 
lastly, and above all, the solemn and unanimous vote 
(cordially joined in by the English Christians) which the 
General Assembly of the Alliance cast at Geneva, in spite 
of its programmes and regulations. The president of the 
Alliance, M. Adrien Naville, set the example in his fine 
opening address : " You are," said he to the representa- 
tives of the United States, " at this moment tried even 
unto blood, but it is in order that the wound from which 
you have so long been suffering, may be, by degrees, but 
finally cured. How many thanksgivings the Christians 
of Europe, like those of America, will render to the Lord 
on the day when your noble country shall number none 
but freemen ! " 

The resolution adopted by the members of the Alli- 
ance, was no less firm and precise : " The Conference of 
the Evangelical Christians of all countries, assembled at 
Geneva in 1861, testifies to its brethren of the United 
States the lively sympathy which it experiences for them 
in the terrible crisis which is desolating their country. . . . 
Convinced that it is to the existence of slavery that the 
cause of this war must be traced, the Conference entreats 
the Lord to incline the hearts of His children in America 
to provide, by wise and Christian ways, for the suppres- 
sion of this institution, as contrary to the spirit of the 
Gospel, as it is to the peace, prosperity, and progress, of 
this great nation " * 

Christianity is fighting its last battle against slavery, 

* Against slavery and the slave trade, agreements on this subject 
will be certainly negotiated before long. The new American government 

18 
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and, what is admirable, in doing a work of liberty, it i»M 
about to do a work of peace. AH kinds of progress cling i 
logether, and what ia of service to one, is of sen'ice to 
another; the powerfiil unity which I pointed out a moment 
ago between the human soul and lii'e, may be also pointed 
out in the heart of communitieH. 

Since the tocsin of alarm which the Ti-ent affair 
sounded among us, the interests of peace have resumed 
their place among the anxieties of pious men. This ia 
seen now ia a vote of tho English Bible Society, offering 
to como to the aid of tho American Bible Society during 
the crisis, now in a speech of Mr. Newman Hall, electrify- 
ing thousands of London auditors. Who, better than 
Christians, can strengthen between England and America, 
not only cxtc'm:il and official peace, but cordial afft'ctinn ? 
When sympathies shall have resumed their sway among 
the one, prejudices will fall among the other, and the 
Strong currents of mutual affection will begin again to 
flow. 

This ia, certainly, a glorious mission for the Christians 
of both countries to accomplish. 

owm it to itself to Bbov that it does not confound the libert j of the ecai 
mi\t Ihe liberty of slavers. 
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I DO not wish to conclude without once more recalling 
the essential idea, which is, as it were, the soul of this 
study. This idea is faith in principles. Principles are 
interests, principles are success ; and if success keep ns 
waiting, no matter, principles remain: we are to love 
them for themselves. 

I know of no other position that is sure. He who be- 
lieves in principles and admits the rights of truth, is shel- 
tered behind an impregnable rampart. Happen what 
may, he has done his duty, and, furthermore, has practised 
great policy. Miserable policy lives on expedients, interro- 
gates the winds and stars, and, incapable of the victorious 
tenacity which gives confidence to good, dares hazard 
nothing, but goes on from day to day, modifying its 
maxims to suit circumstances or the chances of success. 

The chances of success appear to me great in the 
United States, but I ask the reader to render me this 
justice, that I have not waited to see them, in order to 
believe in them. I believed in them because I believed in 
principles. I greeted from the first moment the uprising 
of a great people, because I saw from the first moment 
that this great people was undertaking a great thing, 
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that it was figliting for justice and liberty. One always 
uprises in this vocation. 

Others, I know, have propounded the problem differ- 
ently. Will they sucoeed ? Sacli haa been, such is, euch 
will still bo doubtless the principal question. I am not 
ignorant what the United States laot to be approved and 
applauded. A good cause ? to be evidently in tbo right 
against the secessionists f No. They lack fuU success. 
Let them but triumph over the South, and I shall have no 
anxiety about their renown on earth ; there will bo crowds 
of people everywhere eager to celebrate their virtues anil 
greatness. 

Is thia to say, thai it is a waste of time to seek to 
establish unrecoirniKed trntb?«, to demonstrate, for instance, 
that slavery is the true cause of the American conflict ? I 
have boon so far from thinking it that I have written this 
large volume. Another proof of my faith in principU's. 

They are, in reality, so poweritil, llmt we succeed in 
weakening them only when we begin to veil them. Tlio 
worshippers of success know tliis, for they pervert ideas 
in order to succeed in corrupting .actions. Every political 
error has commenced by a moral error ; if the Soullicmoi-s 
had not for a moment persuaded Europe that slavery w:is 
not in question, thoy would never Lave extorted llie title 
of bolligorent. 

What force there is in justice ! To be ricli, to be pow- 
erful, to be able, is to be small ; to be gi-eat, is to be tlie 
servant of justice. Principles prevail .is Purely in soda! 
struggles, as in the operations of jihysics and chemistry. 
It may take long, but it surely happens at llie end of the 
reckoning. 

What has elected JMr. Lincoln ? What baa created 
the patriotic impnlse of the North ? What has wcaki-ned 
the South ? What lias checked Europe ? What yL-sler- 
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day prevented an impious war ? What will perhaps to- 
morrow constrain the South itself to proclaim or to suffer 
abolition ? What has opposed an insuperable barrier to 
interests, intrigues and malevolence ? What has given 
to thp Lancashire operatives this resignation worthy of 
respect ? What has, in so short a time, caused such great 
progress in public opinion? What provides it with 
weapons in advance against the possible return of the 
policy of intervention? What throws obstacles in the 
way of the desire, unceasingly springing up on our side 
the Atlantic, to cut the United States in two ? What ? 
Justice. 

A just cause has something so triumphant in itself, 
that men dare not attack it boldly face to face. They 
turn round it, they deny it, they affirm that it is not itself; 
for if it were, who would dare sustain the shock ? 

I speak, the reader will comprehend, of just causes 
which have made their place on earth, of those which are 
Buch in the eyes of the world. History is full of just 
causes which have waited, which have suffered, which have 
been perfidiously trodden under foot, which have been 
defeated' times without number. These will also have 
their turn; it has not yet come. They manifest their 
superiority alone in the inmost recesses of the souls by 
whom they are believed, they win only internal triumphs. 
But let the day come when, by force of internal triumphs 
and external defeats, they will have constrained the pub- 
lic conscience to give them recognition, and woe to those 
who shall wish thenceforth to check their onward move- 
ment! 

Abolition is one of these just causes, whose advent is 
accomplished. The champions of slavery are lost in ad- 
vance ; they feel that the world goes against them. 

This is why I am certain of success ; this is why, hav- 
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ing proved that the greet Americnn people has taken 
Bides against slavery, I call il a great jieople uprisiog'. 
Tlie ilifficultics are great I Who doubts it ? Pi-iDctple§ 
take lime to pass from the domaiu of ideas to that of 
&ctHl Who denies it? Military operations may fitil! 
Who disputes it ? My confidence would be weak indeed 
if it rested on the skill of jUcClellan, on that great army, 
marvellously created in a few months, and elretcbing far- 
ther than the distance from Madrid to Moscow, on the 
prospenty of the North, on the rfihi of the South, on the 
discredit of ita notes, which already are at a discount of 
forty-fivG per cent for gold, on the need wliich it will 
Boon perhaps experience of exporting its two cotton crops, 
and of profiting, to offer it to our famishing mannfhcturei^ 
on tlie ports wliic'ii the Union fleet will doubtless occnpy 
and open within its limits. The reasons of my conGdence 
are different. I reflect that a just cause is in question, a 
cause which has gained its suit ; I look at the nuanimoua 
convictions of the nineteenth century ; I rememl>er, above 
all, that there is a God. 

Tes, you will be the stronger, generous defenders of 
justice; you wiL be the stronger, if you ally yourselves 
to justice and to God. Hope! God himself has implanted 
the need of encouragement in the inmost depths of our 
soul. Hope ! Cling to hope, preserve a serene and im- 
pregnable faith in the triumphs of eternal right. 

Danton said : " Audacity, audacity, and again audaci- 
ty ! " I say willingly : " Hope, hope, and again hope ! " 
This crisis, despite the suffering that it includes, will bo 
the honor and consolation of our times. Kcver, perhaps, 
were matter and spirit so directly at strife ; the question 
is a moral one ; it is for America to know whether the 
Puritan element will win — for the whole world to know 
whether liberty and justice will finally previul. 
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The whole world, I have just said, is engaged in the 
contest. The uprising of this people upraises us also ; 
this spectacle of sufferings nobly accepted, does us good. 
We feel that one of those storms which purify the atmos- 
phere is passing at this moment over our globe. 

Those over whom it passes have to suffer ; but after 
the tempest comes fine weather, and, like that fleet which, 
after having been dispersed by the storm, found itself 
again entire in the smooth waters of Port Royal, America 
will seem, perhaps, almost to sink beneath the violence 
of the winds, until it attain the end. This end is peace. 

Having once succeeded in suppressing the fearful evil 
which was devouring them, the United States will not 
feel that their present sacrifices are disproportioned to 
the progress accomplished. Acquired at this price, the 
abolition of slaveiy will not have been bought too dear. 

The question in the end is a second creation of the 
United States. This is carried on by the American method, 
that of Washington, that of the war of 1812, that which 
begins in weakness and ends in grandeur. 

No, the sixteenth President of the United States will 
not be the last ; no, the eighty-fifth year of this people 
will not be the last ; their flag will come out of battle 
pierced with bullets and blackened with powder, but 
more glorious than ever, without having let fall, as I hope, 
in the m^lee a single one of its thirty-four stars. 
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DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE. 



I borrow from the collections of official documents pub- 
lished by the American and English Governments, a few ex- 
tracts which seem to me suited to cast much light on the 
questions so imperfectly known in Europe, to which I have 
devoted the first part of this work. 

NOTE FIRST. 

[See Part First, Chap, /F.] 

THE QUALIFICATION OP BELLI0EEENT8 ACCOSDED TO THE 

BOUTIL 

[Mr, Seward to Mr, Adams.l 

DEPABTlfEKT OF StATK, } 

Wabiunoton, June 19, 1861. ^ 

Sib : On the 15th day of Juno instant, Lord Lyons, the Brit- 
ish Minister, and Mr. Mercier, the French Minister, residing here, 
had an appointed interview with me. Each of those representa- 
tives proposed to read to me an instruction which he had re- 
ceived from his Government, and to deliver me a copy if I should 
desire it. I answered that, in the present state of the correspond- 
ence between their respective Governments and that of the 
United States, I deemed it my duty to know the characters and 
effects of the instructions, respectively, before I could consent 
that they should be officially communicated to this Department. 
Tlie ministers, therefore, confidentially and very frankly sub- 
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iTiittod tbe papers to ma for prellminory iaspeeUon. After Iiav- 

iug examined tliem so far as lo nndcrflland Ihelr pnrport, I de- 
clined to hear them read, or to receive official notice of them. 

.... That paper (that of Lord Lyona) purports to con- 
tain a decision at which tlie British Govcmment hsi orriTod, to 
the effect that this conDtry ia divided into tn-o belligerent par- 
ties, of which this Government represents one, and thst GrcAt 
Britmn assumes the attitude of a nuutrel bctn-een them. 

This Government could not, coDsistentlj' witli a just regonl 
for the sovereignty of the United States, permit itself to AishUa 
these novel and estmordinary positions with the Government of 
Jier Britannic Jlfljesty ; much less can we consent that that Gov- 
ernment Bbal! onnoQiioe to ns a decision derogating from Uiat 
sovereignty, at which it has arrived without previously confer- 
ring with lu npOQ the qvealjon. Tbe United Sutea are still 
ly und cielueivtly soverpi;^ within tlie ttrritorics tliey Lave 
lawfully acquired and long possessed. 

■Wliat ia now seen in this country is tlio occurrence, by no 
means peculi.ir but frequent in nil cuuntriee, more frequent cvun 
in Great Bi'itain limn here, of an armed insurrection, enpagi'd in 
attempting to ovcrtUi-ow the regularly constituted nnd cMab- 
lished tlovcrnment. There is, of course, tlio employment of force 
]iy tbe Government to suppress the insurrection, as every other 
Government necessarily employs force iu such ca>cs. But these 
iucidenls by no means constitute n state of war impairing the 
sovereignty of the Government, creating belligerent sei'lions, 
nud entitling foreign Slates to intervene or to act as neutrals 
between Ihem, or in any way to cast off their liiwful obligations 
to the nation thus, for the moment, distiirl)cd. Any other prin- 
ciple tlian this would be to resolve govennneiit everywhere Into 
a tiling of accident nnd caprice 

It is, wo taiie leave to think, the common misfortune of tho 
two countries that Great Bi'itain was not content to wait before 
dcs]intc)iing the iii.-tnictions in question, until you bad been re- 
ceived by her Miyesty's Government, nnd had subTiiitted the en- 
tirely Just, friendly, and liberal overtures with which you were 

One point remains. The British Government, while dcclin- 
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ing, out of regard to onr natural sensibilitj, to propose media- 
tion for the settlement of the differences which now mihappily 
divide the American people, has nevertheless expressed,' in a 
very proper manner, its willingness to undertake the kindly duty 
of mediation, if we should desire it. The President expects you 
to say on this point to the British Government, that we appre- 
ciate this generous and friendly demonstration, but that we can- 
not solicit or accept mediation from any, even the most friendly 
quarter. The conditions of society here, the character of our 
Government, the exigencies of the country, forbid that any dis- 
pute arising among us should ever be referred to foreign arbitra- 
tion. We are a republican and American people. The Consti- 
tution of our Government famishes all needful means for the 
correction or removal of any possible political evil. Adhering 
strictly, as we do, to its directions, we shall surmount all our pres- 
ent complications, and preserve the Government complete, per- 
fect, and sound, for the benefit of future generations. But the 
integrity of any nation is lost, and its fate becomes doubtful, 
whenever strange hands, and instruments unknown to the Con- 
stitution, are employed to perform the proper functions of the 
people, established by the organic laws of the State. 

Hoping to have no occasion hereafter to speak for the hearing 
of friendly nations upon the topics which I have now discussed, 
I add a single remark, by way of satisfying the British Govern- 
ment, that it will do wisely by leaving us to manage and settle 
this domestic controversy in our own way 

Oha£L£S F. Adams, &c., &o, 

[Papers Eelating to Foreign Affairs, p. 91.] 

[Mr, Seward to Mr. Dayton.'] 

Departmxkt of Stati, I 
Wabjumoton, June 17, 1861. } 

Sib : Every instruction which this Government has given to 
its representatives abroad, since the recent change of administra- 
tion took place, has expressed our profound anxiety lest the dis- 
loyal citizens who are engaged in an attempt to overthrow the 
Union should obtain aid and assistance from foreign nations 
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eiUier la Uie fomt of a recognition of tlieir pretended B07ercign> 
iy, or in some other unci more qn&ViGed or gnarded lo&Dnor, 
Every instrnction has eipresscd our full belief that, nitliODt sncJi 
aid or assistjui(«, the insurrection would speedilj come to itn 
end, while on; advantogo that it could derive fh>m such old or 
assUtance could serve no other puqioso than lo protract the exist- 
ing struggle, and aggravate the evils it is inflicting on our own 
country and on foreign and friendly nations. 

We have intended not to leave it douhtfid that a concession 
of sovereignly to the insurgentsi, though it should he indirect or 
nnofficial, or though it should bo quuliScd so as to concede oa\f 
belligerent; or other partial rights, would bo regartled as incon- 
iu8t«nt with the relations due to us by friendly nations. 

That paper (the paper which Mr. Seward had refused to hear 
read) does not eipressly deny the sovereignty of the United 
States of America; bat it dons assume, inconsistenlJy with tJiol 
sovorpisntv, thni, fho Unitod Staler nr<j not nltofretber and for nil 
purposes one sovereign power, but that this nation consists of 
two parties, of which this Govemmentis one. France proposes 
to take cognizance of both parties as belligerents. 

This OovernmcnC insists that the United States are one, whole, 
undivided nation, especially so far as foreign nations are con- 
cerned, and that France is, by the law of nations and by treaties, 
not a neutral power between two imaginary parties here, bat a 
friend of the United States 

It is erroneous, so far as foreign nations are concerned, to 
snp[K>se that any war exists in the United States. Certainly, 
there cannot be two belligerent powers where there is no war. 
There is here, as there has always been, one political power, 
namely, the United States of America, competent to make war 
and peace, and conduct commerce and alliances with all foreign 
nations. There is none other, either in fact, or recognized by 
foreign nations. There is, indeed, an armed sedition seeking to 
overthrow the Government, and the Government is employing mili- 
tary and naval forces to repress it. But these facts do not consti- 
tute a war presenting two belligerent powers, and modifying the 
national character, rights, and responsibilities, or the characters, 
rights, ond responsiiiiiii iea of foreign nations. It ia true (bat in- 
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Borrection may ripen into revolntion, and that revolution, thus 
ripened, may extinguish a previously existing State, or divide it 
into one or more independent States, and that, if such States 
continue their strife after such division, then there exists a state 
of war affecting the characters, rights, and duties of all parties 
concerned. But this only happens when the revolution has run 
its successfol course 

The United States will maintain and defend their sovereignty 
throughout the bounds of the Republic, and they deem all other 
nations bound to respect that sovereignty until, if ever. Provi- 
dence shall consent that it shall be successfully overthrown. Any 
system of public law or national morality that conflicts with this, 
would resolve society, first in this hemisphere, and then in the 
other, into anarchy and chaos 

The case, as it now stands, is the simple, ordinary one that 
has happened at all times and in all countries. A discontented 
domestic faction seeks foreign intervention to overthrow the 
Constitution and the liberties of its own country. Such inter- 
vention, if yielded, is ultimately disastrous to the cause it is de- 
signed to aid. 

Down deep in the heart of the American people — deeper than 
the love of trade, or of freedom— deeper than the attachment to 
any local or sectional interest, or partisan pride, or individual 
ambition — deeper than any other sentiment, is that one out of 
which the Constitution of this Union arose, namely, American 
independence — independence of all foreign control, alliance, or 
influence. Next above it lies the conviction that neither peace, 
nor safety, nor public liberty, nor prosperity, nor greatness, nor 
empire, can be attained here with the sacrifice of the unity of the 
people of North America. 

William L. Dayton, Esq., &c., &c. 

[Papers relating to Fortign Affairs^ p. 208.] 
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NOTE SECOND. 

ISf Pdrt Ftnt, CSap. UL] 

IS ei^TSKT EEALLT IS QUESTIOHt 

[Jfr.ittwi (Srt. Iff State) U all tht MiuUUr» e/tht United Blata.\ 

CIECl"LAR 

DtrtiTvm or Pt.ti, I 

fis: Toa arc, of coarse, Avare thnt Ibe election of last Nu- 
fnnber rv«alt«il in Ili« ctioice of Mr. AbrabAw Uncolo ; tliat ha 
«u tbo nuidtilste of the re]>ablicaa or antt-slarer; r^rlj ; tliot 
tbe prtcadmg ^snuGion bad been confined almost entirely lo 
tofiia ponneclid. direcUj or iDdirectl*', witb tbe subject of ne- 
gro dftveij; ibM v^trj Kurtbera Suie cast ile wbole eleclorai 
Tote (oif*pt llirc« in New Ji-rsey) for Mr. Lincoln, wliile in llio 
whole Soulh the popular ^^ntiueut against him was almost abso- 
lutelv Quiver^ 

[Papm Ttlaling lo Fonign Affairt, p. J5.] 



KOTE THIRD. 

[5rt Pari Third, Chap. T.] 



[Mr, Seirard lo Mr. Adams.'] 

Ttimemm or Ptiti, I 
WmnsbioH. A|>nl VK IMl. ( 

One needs to be as conversant with our federative system as 
perhaps only American publicists can be to nnderstand how 
effcctnally, in the first instance, snch a revolutionary movement 
must demoraliie the General Government. TVe are not only a 
nation, but we are States also. AH public officers, as well as all 
citizens, owe not only allegiance to tbo Union, but allegiance al^ 
to the States in which they reside. In the more discoDteoIed 
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States the local magistrates and other officers cast off at once 
their Federal allegiance, and conventions were held which as- 
sumed to ahsolve their citizens from the same obligations. Even 
Federal judges, marshals, clerks, and revenue officei^ resigned 
their trusts. Intimidation deterred loyal persons from accepting 
the offices thus rendered vacant. So the most import^mt facul- 
ties of the Federal Government in those States abruptly ceased. 
The most popular motive in these discontents was an appre- 
hension of designs on the part of the incoming Federal adminis- 
tration hostile to the institution of domestic slavery in the States 
where it is tolerated by the local constitutions and laws. That 
institution and the class which especially cherishes it are not 
confined to the States wHich have seceded, but they exist in the 
eight other so-called slave States, and these, for that reason, 
sympathize profoundly with the revolutionary movement. Sym- 
pathies and apprehensions of this kind have, for an indefinite pe- 
riod, entered into the basis of political parties throughout the 
whole country, and thus considerable masses of persons whose 
ultimate loyalty could not be doubted, were found, even in the 
free States, either justifying, excusing, or palliating the move- 
ment toward disunion 7n the seceding States. The party which 
was dominant in the Federal Government during the period of 
the last administration embraced, practically, and held in unre- 
served communion, all disunionists and sympathizers. It held 
the Executive administration. The Secretaries of the Treasur}', 
War, and the Interior were disunionists. The same party held a 
large majority of the Senate, and nearly equally divided the 
House of Representatives. Disaffection lurked, if it did not 
openly avow itself, in every department and in every bureau, in 
every regiment and in every ship-of-war ; in the post-office and 
in the custom-house, and in every legation and consulate, from 
London to Calcutta. Of four thousand four hundred and seventy 
officers in the public service, civil and military, two thousand 
one hundred and fifty-four were representatives of States where 
the revolutionary movement was openly advocated and urged, 
evep if not actually organized. Our system being so completely 
federative and representative, no provision had ever been made, 
perhaps none ever could have been made, to anticipate this 
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strange and anpreoedeuted distarbnnct. The people were 
Bhocked by successive and astounding Jurelopments oC whot tlie 
etatule book dbtiuotlf proDOtiuced to be 6C-dition and treason, 
but tbc magistracy teas demoralized and tbe lairs were power- 
leas. By degrees, however, a better sentiment revealed ilself. 
The Eiepntive ailminlstratian liesitatingly, in part, reformed it- 
sell'. The capital was garrisoned ; the new President came in 
onresidtcd, and soon conatitnted a new and purely loyal adntinis- 
tration. They found the disaniooista persevoringly engaged in 
raising amieB and laying Biegos around national fortiC cations, 
aituato within the territory of the disaffected States. Tbe Federal 
marine seemed to have been scattered everywhere esocpt wbera 
its presence was neoessary, and such of tbe military forces na 
were not in the remote States or Territoriea wera held hack 
fkim aotiyily by vngne and mysteriona armistices, which had 
been informally contracted by the Inlc Prc'sidurf, or uiidi.r his 
autliority, with a view to postpone conflict until impracticalile 
concessions to disunion should be made by Congress, or, at least, 
until the waning term of his admiuistratiim should reach it? ap- 
pointed end. Commissioners, who bad been sent by Ibc new 
Confederacy, were already at the capital, demanding recognition 
of its sovereignty and a partilion of the national property and 
domain. The treasury, depleted by robbery and peculation, was 
eshansted, and the public credit was jirostrato. 

It being assumed iliat peaeefal separation is in harmony with 
the Constitution, it was urged, as a consequence, that coercion 
would, therefore, be unlawful and tyrannical ; and this princijile 
was even pushed so far as to make the defensive ret.-iiniug by the 
Fuileral Government of its position within tbe limits of the se- 
ceding States, or where it might seem to overawe or intimidate 
tbeni, an act of such forbidden coercion. Thus it happened that, 
for a long time, and in very extensive districts even, fidelity to 
the Union manifested it?clf by demanding a i^Hrrender of its 
powers and possessions, and compromises with iir immunity 
toward those who were engaged in overthrowing it by armed 

l^Pa/itra relating to Furcign AJfaira, p. Du.] 
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NOTE FOURTH. 

[See Part Fourth^ Chap. IV.] 
THE PAET OP SPAIN IN THE MEXICAN EXPEDITION. 

The Blue Book published by the English Government on 
the negotiations which preceded the Mexican Expedition, 
contains a despatch from Sir John Crampton, which thus sets 
forth the disposition (at that time) of the Spanish Govern- 
ment : 

" The Government of Her Catholic Majesty is of the opinion 
that it would be well for the combined forces to seek to profit 
by the impression which cannot fail to be produced among tlie 
Mexican people, to exercise a moral influence over the contend- 
ing parties, to bring them to lay down their arms and come to 
an understanding, in such a manner as to form a Government 
which may ofibr to the allies some guarantee of the accomplish- 
ment of the engagements contracted toward them, and of the 
more faithful observation, in the future, of international obliga- 
tions — a Government which may give some hope, at least, of see- 
ing an end put to the miseries to which this unfortunate country 
has been exposed." 

This language forms an evident contrast to that of England 
proclaiming the absolute determination to exercise no influence 
whatever over the Internal afiairs of Mexico and the form of its 
Government. 

We will add that Spain, which had just effected a first colo- 
nial rcFtoration in St. Domingo, was at this moment taking all 
the initiative measures against Mexico ; first, negotiation ; then, 
active operations. It will be remembered that the despatch of 
its quota to Vera Cruz preceded that of France and England. 
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ALSO JUST READY. 

A KEW Amy BETISED EDITION OF THX 

UPRISING OF A GREAT PEOPLE; 

TO WHICH IS ADDED 

AWOED OF PEACE 

ON TUB 

By COT7KT DE GASFABIN. 

TRANSLATED BY MISS MAEY I* BOOTH. 

1 Vol. 12mo, 300 pages. Price, 75 cents. 



• •• 

This edition has been carefully reyised to conform to the new edi- 
tion of the original work, just published at Paris. The author has 
corrected several errors of fact, which were noted by American re- 
yiewera on the appearance of the translation, and has also made sun- 
dry changes in the work, designed to bring it down to the present 
iime.r-'Extract from Translator* a Preface. 

**WehaTe as yet seen no American publication of anv kind, which can b«ar 
comparisoD with this French worlc, in point of fervent zeal for the canse of Free- 
dom, order, and progress as involved in our existing civil war. We hope the 
translation will havo extensive currency, for it cannot fail to inspire and nooiiah 
true patriotism." — Sorih Anurican Becieic. 

" America may well accept the views and counsels of so genuine a friend and 
Bo pure and noble a spirit as Ga^parin. Most heartily do we rec<)mmend to the 
attention of the American people the thoughtful and hopefUl utterances of this 
their noble friend.'"— MethoaUt Quarterly. 

•'The thorough intellectual mastery of the subject determines the qnalitrof 
the book, the moral warmth which runs latent through it— (breaking at times into 
an eloquence w^hich fairly bums) — takes it« power from the weight of his facUt and 
the forco of his logic There is in his treatment of the question a wiae modera- 
tion that carries with it convincing force."— A*; Y. Times, . 

*' It is the wisest book which has been written upon America since De Tocque- 
Tille. * * * Remarkable for its intelligence, its insight, its logic, and Ita noble- 
nesa of purpose." — A^ Y. Evening Post. 

*' It seems to possess almost the charm of inspiration. Ho who would under- 
stand the American question — who would read a discussion of it in a spirit kind 
and conciliatory, yet with a logic irresistible, should ponder these pagea."— AT. Y. 
Christian Advocate and Journal. 

"A most extraordinary book. It elves the Aillest and most complete discus- 
sion of the causes which fed to the great uprising of our people, the nature of this 
crisis in our history as a nation, and its probable issues. * ♦ * It is the fairest, 
poblest, and ablest defence of this country, our people, our institutions, of itsyu^uri', 
even, if we may so speak, as well as its 'p&sty uhich the world has ever seen."— *A^ 
Y. World, 



